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NAPOLEON  BUONAPARTE. 

CHAPTER  L 


State  of  tile  Population  and  Agriculture  of  France  cvt 
the  Time  Buonaparte  became  Conjul. 


JEjUONAPARTE  having  fuceceded  in  dertroying 
the  government  of  the  Directory,  and  himfelf  being 
inverted  with  the  Confular  Dignity,  it  is  interefting 

inquire  what  ftrength  and  refources  then  remained 
to  France  after  fo  many  convulfions,  and  fuch  vio¬ 
lent  revolutions  of  her  fyftem.—  The  number  of  in¬ 
habitants,  the  appropriation  of  their  indurtry,  the 
quantity  of  land  in  cultivation,  the  flate  of  manu¬ 
factures  and  trade,  are  the  material  points  upon  which 
the  ftatefman  will  folicitoufly  endeavour  to  obtain 
information,  before  he  attempts  to  better  the  condi¬ 
tion  of  a  country,  whole  body  politic  is  enfeebled 
and  deranged. 

France  was  eftimated  by  the  Conrtituent  AlTem- 
bly,  before  the  war,  to  contain  a  pop'-'ation  of 
26,363,074.  M.  Necker,  in  a  calculation  made  ten 
years  before,  mentions  the  number  to  have  been 
24,800,000,  and  expredes  his  firm  belief  that  the 
yearly  births  at  that  time  amounted  to  above  a  mil¬ 
lion.  It  appears  that  the  population  of  France  re- 
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mained  undirninifhed,  in  fpite  of  all  the  caufes  of 
deftruftion  which  operated  upon  it  during  the  courfe 
of  the  Revolution  ;  and  that  however  feverely  her 
manufactures  had  luffered,  her  agriculture  had  in- 
creafed  rather  than  leffened.  Thofewho  were  thrown 
out  of  work  by  the  definition  of  the  manufactures, 
and  who  did  not  go  to  the  armies,  betook  themfelves 
to  the  labours  of  agricu’ture;  at  the  fame  time  the 
abfence  of  a  large  portion  of  the  belt  and  mod  vi¬ 
gorous  hands  raided  the  price  of  labour;  and  as  from 
the  new  land  brought  into  cultivation,  and  the  ab- 
fence  of  a  confiderable  pare  of  the  greafeft  confum- 
ers  in  foreign  countries,  the  price  of  provifions  did 
not  rife  in  proportion,  this  advance  in  the  price  of 
labour  not  only  operated  as  a  powerful  encourage¬ 
ment  to  marriage,  but  enabled  the  peafants  to  live 
better,  and  to  rear  a  greater  number  of  their  chil¬ 
dren. 

The  number  of  fma’.l  farmers  and  proprietors  in 
France  was  always  great,  and  the  fa!e  and  divifion  of 
many  of  the  large  domains  of  the  nobles  and  clergy 
confiderabiy  increafed  the  number  of  landed  pro¬ 
prietors  during  the  Revolution;  whilft,  as  a  part  of 
thefe  domains  confifted  of  parks  and  chaces,  new 
territory  was  given  to  the  plough.  Although  the 
land-tax  was  heavy,  and  injudicioufly  impoled,  that 
difadvantage  was  nearly  counterbalanced  bv  the  re¬ 
moval  of  the  former  opprefiions  under  which  the 
cultivator  laboured  ;  and  the  faie  and  divifion  of  the 
great  domains  svas  as  a  clear  advantage  on  the  fide 
of  agriculture. 

Thus  the  means  of  fubfiftence  at  leafi  remained 
unimpaired,  if  they  did  not  increafe  ;  whilft  the  births 
increafed,  and  the  deaths  of  thofe  remaining  in  the 
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country  diminifhed ;  and  it  appear?,  that,  including 
thofe  who  fell  in  the  armies,  and  by  violent  means* 
the  deaths  did  not  exceed  the  births  in  the  courfe  of 
the  Revolution. 

The  eflimate  of  the  population,  at  the  period  of 
the  Conftituent  AfTemblv,  has  already  been  menti¬ 
oned,  and  at  this  time  the  number  of  perfons  to  a 
fquare  league  was  reckoned  996.  In  the  year  Six 
of  the  Republic,  the  refult  of  the  Bureau  de  Cadajire 
gave  a  population  of  26,048,254,  and  the  number 
to  a  fquare  league  1,020.  In  the  year  Seven  Depere 
calculated  the  whole  population  of  France  at 
33,501,094,  of  which  28,810,694  belonged  to  an¬ 
cient  France ;  the  number  to  a  fquare  league  being 
1,101. 

Here,  however,  it  fliould  be  remarked,  that  though 
the  numerical  population  of  France  might  not  have 
fuffered  by  the  Revolution ;  yet,  that  if  her  Ioffes 
were  in  any  degree  equal  to  fome  conjectures  on  the 
fubjeft,  her  military  ffrength  could  not  have  been 
unimpaired.  Her  population  confifled  of  a  much 
greater  proportion  than  ufual  of  women  and  chil¬ 
dren  ;  and  the  body  of  unmarried  perfons,  of  a  mili¬ 
tary  age,  diminifhed  in  a  very  flri king  manner.  At 
all  times  the  number  of  males,  of  a  military  age  in 
France,  was  fmall  in  proportion  to  the  population, 
on  account  of  the  tendency  to  marriage,  and  the 
great  number  of  children. 

The  Official  Reports  from  the  Departments,  af¬ 
ford  useful  information  refpeting  the  agriculture  of 
France,  about  the  time  of  the  Revolution  of  the 
eighteenth  Brumaire.  Out  of  feventy-eight.  reports, 
fix  are  of  opinion  that  it  is  improved  ;  ten,  that  it  is 
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deteriorated ;  feventy  demand  that  it  ftiould  be  en¬ 
couraged  in  general;  thirty-two  complain  of  “  the 
multiplicity  of  inclofures and  twelve  demand  “  the 
encouragement  of  inclofures.”  One  of  the  reports 
mentions,  “  the  prodigious  quantity  of  wafte  lands 
put  in  cultivation  within  a  fliort  time,  and  of  labour 
being  increafed  exceffively  beyond  the  number  of 
labourers;”  and  others  fpeak  of  “a  greater  quantitv 
of  land  having  been  for  feveral  years  laid  down  for 
cultivation,”  which  appeared  to  be  fuccefsful  at  firft, 
but  it  was  foon  perceived  that  it  would  be  more  pro¬ 
fitable  to  cultivate  lefs,  and  cultivate  well.  Many  of 
the  reports  notice  the  cheapnefs  of  corn,  and  the 
want  of  fufficient  vent  for  this  commodity;  and  in 
the  difcuffion  of  the  queftion  refpedting  the  divifion 
of  the  national  domains,  it  is  obferved,  that  “  hav¬ 
ing  created  a  greater  number  of  fmall  farmers,  and 
greatly  encouraged  inclofures,  commodities  were  in 
a  certain  degree  augmented  ;  but  it  was  to  be  ob¬ 
ferved,  that  the  uncultivated  paftures  no  longer  ex¬ 
iting,  had  tended  to  diminilh  the  number  of  cattle.” 
On  the  whole,  therefore,  it  fliould  feem  that  though 
the  agriculture  of  the  country  does  not  appear  to 
have  been  conduced  judiciouflv,  fo  as  to  obtain  a 
large  furjtlus  produce,  yet  that  the  abfolute  produce 
had  by  no  means  been  diminithed  during  the  Revo¬ 
lution,  and  that  the  attempt  to  bring  fo  much  new 
land  under  cultivation  had  contributed  to  make  the 
fcarcity  of  labourers  frill  more  fenfible  ;  and  if  the 
food  of  the  country  did  not  decreale  during  the  Re¬ 
volution,  the  high  price  of  labour  muft  have  oper¬ 
ated  as  a  moft  powerful  encouragement  to  population 
among  the  labouring  part  of  the  fociety. 

Of  the  Hate  of  the  hofpitais  and  charitable  efta- 
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blifhments,  of  the  prevalence  of  beggary,  and  the 
mortality  among  the  expofed  children,  a  mod  de¬ 
plorable  pidure  is  drawn  in  almoft  all  the  reports. 
It  appears,  however,  that  the  hofpitals  and  charita¬ 
ble  effablifhments  loft  almoft  the  whole  of  their 
revenues  during  the  Revolution ;  and  this  hidden 
fubtradion  of  fupport  from  a  great  number  of  peo¬ 
ple,  who  had  no  other  reliance,  together  with  the 
known  failure  of  manufactures  in  the  towns,  and  the 
very  great  increafe  of  illegitimate  children,  might 
produce  all  the  diftreffing  appearances  defcribed  in 
the  reports,  without  impeaching  the  great  fad  of 
the  meliorated  condition  of  agricultural  labourers  in 
general,  neceffarily  arifing  from  the  acknowledged 
high  price  of  labour,  and  the  comparative  cheapnefs  of 
corn.  If  the  Poor’s  Rates  of  England  were  fud- 
denly  abolifhed  there  would,  undoubtedly,  be  themoft 
complicated  diftrefs  among  thofe  who  were  before 
fupported  by  them;  but  it  would  not,  therefore,  fol¬ 
low,  that  either  the  condition  of  the  labouring  part  of 
the  fociety  in  general,  or  the  population  of  the 
country  would  fuffer  from  it. 

It  fliould  feem  from  thefe  fads  and  conclufions, 
(which  are  partly  the  labour  of  a  gentleman  who  has 
recently  written  a  very  elaborate  Work  upon  Popu¬ 
lation,)  that,  at  the  time  Buonaparte  became  Conful 
of  the  French  Republic,  its  population  was  thirty* 
three  millions  and  a  half ;  that  land  was  more  equally 
divided  than  before  the  Revolution ;  that  although 
the  breed  of  cattle  might  have  been  fomewhat  re¬ 
duced,  more  land  was  therefore  brought  into  culti¬ 
vation  ;  and  that  there  was  abfolutely  more  land  laid 
down  for  tillage  than  could  be  cultivated  ;  that  more 
corn  was  produced  than  could  be  confumed ;  and 
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that,  although  the  price  of  provifions  was  extremely 
low,  the  price  of  labour  was  very  high. 

The  Revolution,  then,  had  wrought  a  very  confi- 
derable  improvement  in  the  hate  of  the  people, 
though  at  the  expenfe  of  millions  of  treafnre  and  of 
lives,  and  a  feries  of  confufion  which  had  lulled  dur¬ 
ing  ten  years.  A  train  of  accidents  had  effected 
what  no  government  in  the  annals  of  the  world  had 
ever  accomplifhed  by  the  power  of  reafon  ;  the  price 
of  labour  was  high,  and  yet  the  price  of  grain  was 
low;  in  other  words,  provifions  were  eafiiy  procur¬ 
able  by  the  mafs  of  the  people.  If  exifi'ng  go¬ 
vernments  were  happily  endowed  with  both  wifdom 
and  honefty,  they  might  improve  this  circumftance 
for  the  benefit  of  their  refpeftive  countries ;  for  the 
caufes  are  clear  and  apparent,  and  require  no  elucir 
dation  by  metaphyfical  refearch.  The  emigrations 
and  confifcations  that,  had  taken  place,  had  fwelled 
the  national  domains  prodigioufly,  and  the  lands  had 
been  fold  at  very  fmall  prices,  which  had  enabled 
perfons,  whofe  capitals  were  difcharged  by  the  disor¬ 
ders  of  the  Revolution,  to  direct  their  attention  to 
agricultural  improvements.  The  decay  of  trade,  and 
the  infecurity  of  the  funds,  induced  people  to  cul¬ 
tivate  the  foil,  whilft  the  demand  of  the  armies  for 
men,  kept  the  labourers  from  encreafing  too  ra¬ 
pidly. 

It  is  worth  observing,  that  the  French  Govern¬ 
ment  never  found  it  necelTary  to  attempt  the  practice 
of  exporting  provifions ;  neceffity  made  agriculture 
the  mean  of  employing  capital,  and  the  confe- 
quence  was,  that  grain  and  every  other  article,  was 
proportionably  cheap.  Mad  the  French  govern¬ 
ment  raifed  the  price  of  corn,  by  permitting  it  to  be 
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exported,  the  effect  would  have  been  the  fame  as 
if  the  capitals  had  been  drawn  off  by  the  allure¬ 
ments  of  trade,  or  by  high  prices  of  the  public 
funds.  Nobody  was  willing  to  truft  the  Govern¬ 
ment,  and  the  want  of  public  credit  conferred  a 
double  benefit  on  the  nation  :  firft,  it  efcaped  the 
burden  of  intereft  on  a  debt;  and,  fecondly,  it  had 
the  whole  capital  of  the  country  employed  in  the 
production  of  internal  plenty.  This  ftate  of  things 
forms  a  ftriking  contraft  to  the  wretchednefs  of  na¬ 
tions  whofe  governments  are  in  high  credit  with 
money  jobbers;  but  the  indifference  of  perfons  in 
general,  to  this  interefiing  fubjeCt,  continues  much  as 
it  was  when  Hume  wrote  upon  it. 

“  [  muft  confefs,  (fays  that  writer,)  that  there  is  a 
ftrange  fupir.enefs,  from  long  cuftom,  crept  into  all 
ranks  of  men,  with  regard  to  public  debts;  not  un¬ 
like  what  divines  fo  vehemently  complain  of  with 
regard  to  their  religious  doClrines.  We  all  own, 
that  the  mofl  fanguine  imagination  cannot  hope, 
either  that  this,  or  any  future  miniftry  will  be  pofieft 
of  fuch  rigid  and  fteady  frugality,  as  to  make  any 
confiderable  progrefs  in  the  payment  of  our  debts, 
or  that  the  fituation  of  foreign  affairs  will,  for  any 
long  time,  allow  them  leifure  and  tranquillity,  fuf- 
ficient  for  fuch  an  undertaking. 

“  In  times  of  peace  and  fecurity,  when  alone  it  i* 
poffible  to  pay  debt,  the  monied  intereft  are  averfe 
to  receive  partial  payments,  which  they  know  not 
how  to  difpofe  of  to  advantage ;  and  the  landed  in¬ 
tereft  are  averfe  to  continue  the  taxes  requifite  for 
that  purpofe.  Why,  therefore,  fhould  a  minifter 
perfevere  in  a  meafure  fo  difagreeable  to  all  parties? 
For  the  fake,  I  fuppofe,  of  a  pofterity,  which  he  will 
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never  fee,  or  of  a  few  reafonable,  reflecting  people, 
whofe  united  intereft,  perhaps,  will  not  be  able  to 
fecure  him  the  fmalleft  borough  in  England.  It  is 
not  likely  we  {hall  ever  find  any  minifter  fo  bad  a 
politician.  With  regard  to  thefe  narrow,  deftru&ive 
maxims  of  politics,  all  minifters  are  expert  enough. 

“  What  then  is  to  become  of  us?  Were  we  ever  fo 
good  Chriftians,  and  ever  fo  refigned  to  providence  ; 
this,  methinks,  were  a  curious  quellion,  even  confider- 
ed  as  afpeculative  one,  and  what  it  might  not  be  alto¬ 
gether  impoffible  to  form  fome  conjectural  fi.  lution 
of.  The  events  here  will  depend  little  upon  the 
contingencies  of  battles,  negotiations,  intrigues,  and 
faCfions.  There  feems  to  be  a  natural  progrefs  of 
things,  which  may  guide  our  reafoning.  As  it  would 
have  required  hut  a  moderate  {hare  of  prudence, 
when  we  firft  began  this  praCtice  of  mortgaging,  to 
have  foretold,  from  the  nature  of  men  and  of  minif¬ 
ters,  that  things  would  neceflarily  be  carried  to  the 
length  we  fee ;  fo  now  that  they  have,  at  laft,  happily 
reached  it,  it  may  not  be  difficult  to  guefs  at  the 
confequence.  It  mud,  indeed,  be  one  of  thefe  two 
events-  either  the  nation  mud  deftroy  public  credit, 
or  public  credit  will  deftroy  the  nation.  It  is  im¬ 
poffible  they  can  both  fubfift,  after  the  manner  they 
have  been  hitherto  managed  in  this,  a3  well  as  in 
fome  other  nations. 

“  There  was,  indeed,  a  fcheme  for  the  payment  of 
our  debts,  which  was  propoled  by  an  excellent  ci¬ 
tizen,  Mr.  Hutchinfon,  above  thirty  years  ago,  and 
which  was  much  approved  of  by  fome  men  ot  fenfe, 
b-ut  never  was  likely  to  take  tffeft.  He  aflerted,  that 
there  was  a  fallacy  in  imagining,  that  the  public 
owed  this  debt;  for  that  really  every  individual  owed 
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a  proportional  fliare  of  it,  and  paid,  in  his  taxes, 
a  proportipnai  fliare  of  the  intereft,  befide  the  ex¬ 
penses  of  levying  tbefe  taxes.  ‘  Had  we  not  better, 
then,’  fays  he,  *  make  a  proportional  diflribution  of 
the  debt  amongft  us,  and  each  of  us  contribute  a 
firm  fuitable  to  his  property",  and  by  that  means,  dif- 
charge  at  once  all  our  funds  and  public  mortgages?’ 
He  feems  not  to  have  confidered,  that  the  laborious 
poor  pay  a  confiderable  part  of  the  taxes  by  their 
annual  confumptions,  though  they  could  not  advance 
at  once,  a  proportional  part  of  the  fum  required. 
Not  to  mention,  that  property  in  money  and  llock 
in  trade  might  eafily  be  concealed  or  difguifed ;  and 
that  vifible  property  in  lands  and  houfes  would  really 
at  laft  anfwer  for  the  whole:  an  irtequality  and  op- 
preflion,  which  never  would  be  fubmitted  to.  But, 
though  this  project  is  never  likely  to  take  place ;  it 
is  not  altogether  improbable,  that,  when  the  nation 
become  heartily  fick  of  their  debts,  and  are  cruelly 
oppreft  by  them,  fome  daring  projedlor  may  arife, 
with  vifionary  fchemes  for  their  difcharge.  And  as 
public  credit  will  begin,  by  that  time,  to  be  a  little 
frail,  the  leaft  touch  will  deftroy  it,  as  happened  in 
France ;  and  in  this  manner,  it  will  die  of  the  do  ft  or. 

“  A  too  great  difproportion  among  the  citizens 
weakens  any  ftate.  Every  perfon,  if  poflible,  ought 
to  enjoy  the  fruits  of  his  labour,  in  a  full  pofleffion 
of  all  the  neceflaries,  and  many  of  the  conveniences 
of  life.  No  one  can  doubt,  but  fuch  an  equality  is 
moll  fuitable  to  human  nature,  and  diminilhes  much 
iefs  from  the  happinefs  of  the  rich  than  it  adds  to 
that  of  the  poor.  It  alfo  augments  the  power  of  the 
fate,  and  makes  any  extraordinary  taxes  or  impofi- 
tions  be  paid,with  much  more  cheerfulnefs.  Where 
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the  riches  are  engrafted  by  a  few,  thefe  muft  contrh. 
bute  very  largely  to  the  fupplying  the  public  necel- 
fities.  But  when  the  riches  are  difperfed  among  mul- 
titudes,  the  burden  feels  light  on  every  fhoulder,  and 
the  taxes  make  not  a  very  fenfible  difference  on  any 
one’s  way  of  living. 

“  Add  to  this,  that,  where  the  riches  are  in  few 
hands,  thefe  muft  enjoy  all  the  power,  and  will 
readily  confpire  to  lay  the  whole  burthen  on  the 
poor,  and  opprefs  them  ftill  further,  to  the  difcour- 
agernent  of  all  induftry.” 

The  doftrine  of  Hume  has  been  fanftioned  by  the 
Revolution,  for  the  mafsof  the  people  were  evidently 
bettered  by  it,  notwithftanding  the  diftrefling  fcenes 
that  had  occurred.  The  ancient  proprietors  ftill  pof* 
feffed  a  delire  to  return  to  their  monopolies,  but 
numbers  were  againft  them;  and  though  the  Govern* 
ment  affirmed  much  of  the  old  form  and  appearance, 
circumftances  Teemed  ftrongly  to  militate  againft  its 
falling  into  the  fame  hands. 
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CHAPTER  II. 

P option  of  the  Armies. — Rome,  &c.  captured  hy  the 
Englijh. — Declaration  of  the  Emperor  of  RuJJia  againft 
France.— Skirmijhes  between  General  Melas  and  Cham- 
pionnet  in  Italy. — Battle  of  Genola. — The  Aujlrians 
advance  towards  Genoa. — Coni  fumtnoned  to  furrender 
by  General  Melas. — General  Suwarrow  retreats  from 
Switzerland.— Situation  of  the  Aujlrian  Army  ui  confe¬ 
rence. — Rejleftions  upon  the  Conduit  of  the  Emperor  of 
RuJJia. 

THE  military  affairs  of  France  on  the  continent 
have  already  been  traced  up  to  the  time  when  Buo¬ 
naparte  returned  from  Egypt.  It  will  be  recollected 
that  General  Melas,  at  the  head  of  the  Auftrian  army 
in  Italy,  was  oppofed  by  General  Championnet,  and 
that  the  Archduke  Charles,  with  General  Suwarrow, 
commanded  the  Allied  Ruffian  and  Auftrian  armies 
againft  General  A!  alien  a  in  Switzerland.  Befide  the 
operations  of  thefe  powerful  bodies,  there  were  va¬ 
rious  minor  tkirmifhes  which  turned  moftly  to  the 
advantage  of  the  Allies ;  and  particularly,  as  they  led 
to  the  furrender  of  Rome,  and  Civita  Vecchia,  to 
the  Englifti  fquadron,  commanded  by  Captain  Trow¬ 
bridge.  In  refuming  the  narrative  of  the  war,  from 
the  period  when  our  Hero  became  the  directing  Soul 
of  the  Republic,  it  will  be  proper  to  ffiew  what  were 
the  view's  of  the  Allies,  as  the^-  may  be  gathered 
from  the  Declaration  of  the  Emperor  of  Rnfiia, 
which  arrived  in  France  before  the  overthrow  of  the 
Directory. 
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Copy  of  a  Declaration,  made  by  his  Majesty  the 
Emperor  of  all  the  RuJJias,  to  the  Members  of  the 
German  Empire. 

“  His  Imperial  Majefty,  the  Emperor  of  all  the  Ruffias, 
ever  animated  with  zeal  for  the  caufe  of  Sovereigns,  and 
-wifhing  to  put  a  flop  to  the  ravages  and  diforders  which 
have  been  fpread,  by  the  impious  government  under  which 
France  groans,  to  the  remoteft  countries — being  fully  de¬ 
termined  to  difpatch  his  fta  and  land  forces  for  the  fupport 
of  the  fufferers,  and  to  reftore  Royalty  in  France,  without, 
however,  admitting  any  partition  of  that  country  ;  to  re- 
eftablilh  the  ancient  forms  of  Government  in  the  United 
Netherlands  and  in  the  Swifs  Cantons ;  to  maintain  the 
integrity  of  the  German  empire — and  to  look  for  his  re¬ 
ward  in  the  happmefs  and  tranquillity  of  Europe  ;  Provi¬ 
dence  has  bleffed  his  arms,  and  hitherto  the  Ruffian  troops 
have  triumphed  over  the  enemies  of  thrones,  religion,  and 
focial  order. 

“  His  Majefty,  the  Emperor  of  all  the  Ruffias,  having 
thus  declared  his  views,  and  the  motives  by  which  he  is 
guided,  addreffes  this  Declaration  to  all  the  members  of  the 
German  Empire,  inviting  them  to  join  their  forces  with 
his,  to  deftroy  their  common  enemy  as  fpeedily  as  poffible, 
to  Lund  on  his  ruins  permanent  tranquillity  for  themfelves 
and  their  pofterity. 

“  Should  his  Imperial  Majefty  of  all  the  Ruffias  perceive 
that  they  fupport  his  views,  and  rally  around  him,  he  will, 
inftead  of  relaxing  his  zeal,  redouble  his  exertions,  and  not 
fneath  his  fvvord,  before'  he  has  feen  the  downfall  of  the 
monfter  which  threatens  to  crufh  all  legal  authorities. 
But,  fhould  he  be  left  to  himfelf,  he  will  be  forced  to  re¬ 
call  his  forces  to  his  ftates,  and  give  up  a  caufe  fo  badly 
fupported  by  thofe  vt '  i  ought  to  have  the  greateft  fhare  in 
its  triumph.” 

“  Gatchina,  Sept.  15,  (O.  S.)  1799.” 

Genoa  was  the  prize  for  which  both  parties  were 
evidently  contending.  The  Auftrians  were  colledl- 
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ing  all  their  forces  to  Surround  it  by  land,  whilft 
the  Britifil  were  preparing  to  co-operate  as  effectually 
by  fea;  and  the  French  were  equally  active  in  en¬ 
deavouring  to  maintain  the  fhock  by  powerful  rein¬ 
forcements. 

General  Mclas  received  intelligence  that  die 
French  were  collecting  a  large  force  on  the  banks 
of  the  Stura,  and  difpatched  General  Guttefheim 
with  feven  battalions,  to  plant  himfelf  in  the  moft 
advantageous  polition,  between  Folia  no  and  Savig- 
liano,  fo  as  to  obferve  accurately  all  the  motions  of 
the  enemy.  Thefe  ports  were  attacked,  but  the  Aus¬ 
trian  general  maintained  his  rtand. 

Championnet  took  up  his  head-quarters  at  Finale, 
41  miles  South-eart  of  Coni;  the  Auftrian  general, 
Melas,  fixed  his  at  La  Trinite,  39  miles  North-weft 
by  Weft  of  Finale.  Different  detachments  of  the 
hoftile  armies  carried  on  a  defultory  war  of  polls, 
which  had  for  their  object  the  protection  of  Coni 
from  being  inverted.  Klenau,  who  was  commanded 
to  advance  towards  Genoa,  was  repulfed  by  the 
French  general,  Miollis.  In  the  mean  time,  the 
French  marched  upon  Novi,  as  the  port:  of  Bochetta 
afforded  Security  to  the  Northern  parts  of  the  Genoefe 
territory.  Novi  was  taken  by  them,  and  at  the 
fame  time  they  made  an  attack  upon  General  Karaczy, 
at  Rivalta,  and  threatened  to  make  an  incurfion  into 
the  country  of  the  Milanefe,  by  the  way  of  Placentia. 
Championnet  artembled  all  his  forces  at  Coni,  to 
which  place  he  went  in  perfon,  after  he  had  entrufted 
the  head  and  right  of  his  line  to  St.  Cyr,  as  well 
as  Genoa  and  the  places  in  its  vicinity.  Including 
the  detachments  he  called  in,  and  the  army  of  the 
Alps,  he  found  himfelf  at  the  head  of  no  more  than 
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25,000  men.  Different  fkirmifhes  took  place  be¬ 
tween  the  advanced  guards  of  the  hoftile  armies  with 
various  fuccefs,  when  Championnet  determined  to 
attempt  the  relief  of  Coni,  by  giving  battle  to  the 
enemy;  and  conceived  the  defign  of  furrounding  the 
right  wing  of  the-Auftrian  army  on  the  fide  of  Fof- 
fano  and  Savigliano,  to  deftroy  their  communica¬ 
tions  with  Bra  and  Turin,  and  compel  Melas  to  en¬ 
gage  the  Republicans  in  a  fituation  much  to  his 
difadvantage.  The  Auftrian  general,  with  a  view  ef 
ftrengthening  himfeif,  refolved  to  embody  an  army 
of  Piedmontefe.  Thefe  troops  were  to  be  placed 
upon  the  ancient  footing,  and  to  take  the  oath  of 
fidelity  to  the  King  of  Sardinia,  only  without  being 
fubjeft  to  the  Andrian  difcipline. 

To  conceal  his  defigns,  Championnet  performed  a 
variety  of  manoeuvres  with  his  right  wing,  and  gave 
orders  to  Vidtor  to  affault  the  pofts  of  La  Chiufa  and 
Villa  Nova,  which  the  Auftrians  abandoned  in  fuc- 
ceffion.  The  French  penetrated  as  far  as  Mendovi, 
which  declined  furrendering,  while  that  city  was 
blockaded,  and  other  pofts  fell  into  the  hands  of  the 
Republicans.  The  intentions  of  Championnet  hav¬ 
ing,  at  length,  been  difcovered  by  Melas,  he  ordered 
the  greater  part  of  his  forces  to  fnpport  his  right 
wing,  and  he  himfeif  had  projected  the  plan  of  fur¬ 
rounding  the  left  wing  of  the  French  army.  The 
hoftile  armies  were  now  in  fight  of  each  other  between 
the  Grana  river  and  Stura.  By  the  manoeuvres  of 
Melas,  with  his  right  wing,  the  French  were  forced 
to  extend  their  left,  receding  farther  from  Coni,  which 
enfeebled  their  line  and  compelled  them  to  fight 
againft  fuperior  forces. 

Championnet  wifhing  to  join  the  troops  of  Du- 
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hefme,  commanded  Vi&or  to  proceed  towards  hof- 
fano  and  Grenier  to  Saviglianoj  one  column  was  or¬ 
dered  againft  Marienne,  another  againft  Genola,  and 
a  third  againft  Foffano.  The  divilions  of  the  con¬ 
tending  armies  formed  cn  the  morning  of  the  fame 
day,  and  began  their  march  at  the  fame  period.  The 
a£tion  was  begun  by  General  Ott,  who  took  the  route 
to  Savigliano,  againft  Grenier,  when  thefe  aivifions 
fought  with  determined  bravery,  ufing  every  effort  to 
turn  each  other.  The  Republican  infantry  had  to 
fuftain  the  fliocks  of  the  enemy’s  cavalry,  when  they 
were,  at  laft,  forced  to  fall  back,  accompliftiing  their 
retreat  in  good  order  towards  Savigliano,  which  place 
they  were  obliged  to  abandon  by  the  united  efforts  of 
Ott  and  Mitrowfkv.  By  the  lofs  of  Savigliano,  Cham- 
pionnet  was  compelled  to  fall  back  on  Valdizzio, 
being  the  center  pofition  of  his  army ;  this  pofition 
was  no  longer  tenable  by  the  French  general,  with¬ 
out  running  the  hazard  of  being  furrounded,  on 
which  account  he  drew  back  his  left  wing  to  Cantala, 
or  Centale,  four  miles  North  of  Coni.  No  farther 
obllacles  coming  in  the  way  of  Meias,  he  collected  his 
troops  before  Contala,  when  the  approach  of  night 
put  a  period  to  the  conflict,  in  which  both  had  fnf- 
fered  a  material  lofs. 

Contala  was  abandoned  by  the  French  general 
during  the  night,  a  part  of  his  left  wing  falling  back 
towards  the  valley  of  the  Stura  (extending  in  a  South- 
weft  direction  from  Coni)  and  the  troops  under  Gre¬ 
nier  having  pafled  the  city  of  Coni,  continued  their 
retreat  Southwards  to  the  left  of  the  torrent  of  the 
Geffo,  running  on  the  South-weft  of  the  valley  of  the 
Sfura.  The  poft  of  Morazzo  was  affaulted  by  Melai- 
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on  the  enfuing  day,  when  a  number  of  Republicans 
were  obliged  to  lay  down  their  arms  to  the  victors, 
their  retreat  being  effectually  cut  off.  The  lofs  of  the 
battle  of  Genola  compelled  Championnet  to  aban¬ 
don  Coni  to  its  own  refources,  after  having  loft  in 
different  aCiions  about  8,000  men.  The  army,  in  three 
columns,  retreated,  the  one  by  Coni,  the  other  favour¬ 
ing  the  retreat  by  the  Col  de  Tende,  and  a  third  un¬ 
der  Mendovi,  its  retreat  being  fecured  by  the  valley 
of  the  Tanaro.  Melas  having  received  information 
that  Championnet’s  forces  were  fcattered,  determined 
on  the  purfuit  of  them  into  the  high  vallies,  to  force 
them  to  abandon  Coni,  and  to  inveft  the  place  to  the 
Weftward,  The  Republicans  were  unfortunate  in 
all  directions,  the  forces  under  Duhefme  retreating 
acrofs  the  frontiers  of  France  to  Brianqon  by  the  way 
of  Sufe,  and  the  divifion  of  Grenier  falling  back  on 
the  South  to  the  top  of  the  Appenines,near  the  Col  de 
Tende. 

To  facilitate  the  liege  of  Coni,  it  was  neceffary  to 
force  the  French  to  defert  all  the  pofts  they  occupied 
in  its  vicinity.  The  fucceffes  of  Melas  enabled  him 
to  fummon  Coni  to  furrender,  but  the  commandant 
refuting  to  comply,  he  began  to  bombard  it,  taking 
care  to  prevent  it  from  receiving  afliltauce  from  any 
quarter  whatever.  Kray,  on  the  other  fide,  was  en- 
trufted  with  operations  equally  interefting.  He  gained 
poflefiion  of  Acqni,  compelling  the  French  to  retreat 
towards  the  Scrivia,  who  polled  themfelves  on  thp 
reverfe  of  the  mountains  of  Novi,-  which  they  forti¬ 
fied,  but  from  thispofition  they  were  driven  by  Ge¬ 
neral  Kray,  and  nothing  more  of  the  Republican 
conquefts  remained  to  them  in  Italy  except  the  Li¬ 
gurian  Republic;  and  the  Republican  army  was  eo- 
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feebled  by  defertion,  on  account  of  the  want  of  provi- 
fions. 

The  Auftrian  general  now  pufhed  on  the  fiege  of 
Coni  with  great  vigor.  On  the  nth  of  November 
the  divilion  of  General  Ott  attacked  that  part  of  the 
French  which  remained  at  Borgo  Saint  Dalmazzo, 
and  drove  them  as  far  as  Robillante :  on  the  fame  day 
Major-general  Somafiva  purfued  them  in  the  valley  of 
the  Stura  as  far  as  Demonte,  of  which  he  took  pof- 
feffion,  and  made  ioo  prifoners :  Major  general  Got- 
terfheim  alfo  obliged  the  French  to  evacuate  the  vil¬ 
lages  of  La  Chiufa,  Boves,  and  Poveragna.  General 
Championnet  had  affembled  his  whole  force  at  Mon- 
dovi  and  upon  the  mountains  behind  the  river  Eilero, 
as  far  as  Monafterlo :  as  long  as  he  occupied  this  po¬ 
rtion  it  was  impoftible  to  proceed  with  the  fiege  of 
Coni;  General  Melas,  therefore,  gave  orders  that  a 
general  attack  fhould  be  made  on  the  13th:  for  this 
reafon  the  divifion  of  General  Metrowfki,  which  had 
marched  as  far  as  Cherafco,  for  the  purpofe  of  rein¬ 
forcing  General  Kray,  was  ordered  to  return  to  the 
camp  of  the  Trinita  on  the  12th,  and  to  form  the  left 
of  the  attack  on  the  town  of  Mondovi.  The  re¬ 
mainder  of  the  army  marched  in  two  columns,  the  one 
by  La  Chiufa,  upon  Monafterlo,  the  other  by  Villa 
Nova,  upon  the  center  of  the  enemy’s  line.  From  the 
difficulties  of  the  roads  the  attacks  were  not  made 
till  very  late,  and  the  enemy,  without  making  much 
refiftance,  abandoned  all  his  pofitions.  The  people 
of  Mondovi  opened  the  gat  3  of  the  lower  town  to 
the  Auflrians.  The  French  army  retired  by  Vico, 
and  evacuated  the  citadel  of  Mondovi  in  the  night. 

Suwarrow  colle&ed  his  army  in  the  vicinity  of  Lin- 
dau,  on  the  Lake  of  Conftance,  and  rallied  the  di- 
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vifidns  under  Korfakow,  when  he  found  himfelf  at 
the  head  of  an  array  far  from  being  contemptible, 
notwithftanding  he  had  loft  more  than  the  half  of  his 
original  number.  This  army  kept  poiTefiion  of  Bre- 
gantz,  which  was  a  poft  of  confiderable  importance, 
but  without  gaining  any  advantage  over  the  French, 
whilft  the  army  of  the  Rhine  was  advancing  to  the 
attack  of  Phillipfburg,  in  defiance  of  the  Archduke 
Charles.  The  inactivity  of  the  Combined  Armies 
had  caufed  much  furprife,  when  Suwarrow,  having 
lent  back  his  cavalry  on  his  rear,  began  to  retreat, 
fixing  his.  head-quarters  at  Memmingen.  The  corps 
of  Conde  at  the  fame  time  filed  off  upon  Auglburg, 
to  take  up  their  winter  quarters  either  in  that  town  or 
its  vicinity.  This  defection  of  the  Ruffian  com¬ 
mander  rendered  the  lunation  of  the  Archduke  peril¬ 
ous  in  the  extreme,  yet  he  found  means,  with  60,000 
men,  to  keep  up  a  line  of  defence  for  the  fpace  of 
80  leagues,  from  the  celebrated  poft  of  Nauders,  at 
the  entrance  of  the  Engadin,  down  to  Phillipfburg, 
and  that  too  in  the  prefence  of  forces  fuperior  to  his 
own. 

The  French  having  fecured  their  pofitions  to  the 
left  of  the  Lake  of  Conftance  followed  up  their  ad¬ 
vantages  on  the  fide  of  the  Grifons,  by  the  valley  of 
Difentis,  on  the  Forder  Rhine.  Soult,  Loifon,  and 
Mortier,difiodgedtheenemy’s  rear-guard,  compelling 
them  to  retreat  on  the  other  fide  of  the  Rhine  by  the 
way  of  Feldfberg  and  rhe  bridge  of  Richenau,  which 
was  afterwards  deftroyed  :  the  Pvepublicans  penetrated 
no  farther.  Mall'ena  employed  no  efforts  to  compel 
(he  Aulhians  to  abandon  the  whole  of  the  Grifons, 
fincehe  coin,!  at  that  period  have  propofed  to  himfelf 
no  object  fufficicnt  to  juftify  fuch  an  effufion  of  hu- 
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man  blood.  The  different  corps  of  his  army  were 
colle&ed  by  him  and  concentrated  on  Bafil  aud  Zu¬ 
rich  ;  the  intrenchments  at  the  latter  place  he  raifed 
and  enlarged,  while  all  the  pafies  on  the  fide  of  St. 
Gothard  were  blocked  up  by  fnow. 

Prince  Charles  found  it  very  difficult  to  hold  the 
army  of  the  Rhine  in  check,  after  the  defertion  of 
Suvvarrow  ;  for  the  contending  armies  were  fo  equally 
balanced,  that  Philipfburg  was  twice  blockaded  by  the 
French.  It  would  be  vain  to  affign  a  caufe  for  the 
departure  of  the  Ruffians  at  fo  critical  a  moment ; 
fcarcely  anyconduft,  of  whatever  kind,  that  Auftria 
could  have  b«en  guilty  of,  would  have  juftified  fuch 
a  dereli&ion  from  every  principle  of  honour,  as  to 
defert  an  ally  at  a  moment  when  his  own  power  was 
unable  to  proteff  him.  It  is  certain  that  the  Ruffian 
generals  complained  of  their  fervices  not  being  fuf- 
ficiently  acknowledged  by  the  Auftrians;  and  the  ca¬ 
pricious  difpofition  of  the  Emperor  Paul  required  no 
flronger  ground  of  jealoufy  to  lead  him  to  any  rath 
determination.  The  Archduke  Charles  received  no¬ 
tice,  about  the  middle  of  November,  that  the  Ruffian 
generals  had  received  orders  to  return :  but,  as  the 
feafon  oppofed  many  obftacles  to  their  retreat,  hopes 
were  entertained,  that  the  joint  entreaties  of  the  Bri- 
tiffii  and  Auftrian  cabinets  might  induce  the  Emperor 
to  change  his  refoluiion. 

It  was  now  difcovered,  that  the  Autocrat  of  all  the 
Ruffias  was  nothing  more  than  an  elevated  favage, 
whofe  unbending  mind  refilled  all  the  powers  of  rea- 
foning.  Exhortation  was  in  vain  :  he  conceived  him- 
felf  to  have  been  negle£ied,  and  he  purfued  only  his 
refentment,  without  regarding  the  confequences.  A. 
more  unfortunate  circumffance  had  not  occurred  for 
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the  Allies  fince  the  defection  of  the  King  of  Pruffia  : 
it  was  an  evil  without  a  mixture  of  good;  and  was 
the  more  unprincipled,  as  the  other  powers  in  the 
Confederacy  had  fupplied  contingents  towards  very 
extenfive  arrangements  for  the  enfuing  campaign,  up¬ 
on  the  prefumed  co-operation  of  the  Ruffian  forces. 
Fortune,  however,  favoured  the  Allies  at  this  junc¬ 
ture,  by  the  neceflitv  under  which  the  French  Go¬ 
vernment  was  laid  of  fending  troops  into  their  own 
Departments,  to  quell  the  infurredlions  of  the  Chou- 
ans  and  various  bodies  of  Royalifts,  who  were  Rill 
ftruggling  to  re-eflablifh  the  Bourbons. 
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CHAPTER  III. 

Similar  Anecdotes  of  Cromwell  and  Buonaparte.— 
New  Mivifry  wider  the  Conjuls. —  Revival  of  Public 
Credit. — Decree  of  Deportation  and  Imjinfonment  again jl 
Fifty -nine  Perfons .—Afterwards  virtually  revoked. — 
Decree  in  Favour  of  the  P riffs. — Humane  Decree  re- 
fpediing  Jhipwrecked  Emigrants.— The  Corfu  Is  give 
Notice  to  the  Brit  ft  Government ,  that  they  decline  main¬ 
taining  the  French  Prif oners  in  England ,  and  the  reaf oil¬ 
ing  upon  which  it  was  juflified.— Company  of  Comedians 
raifed ,  and  the  Ladies  of  the  Palais  Royal  collected  for 
the  Ufe  of  the  Army  of  Egypt. — Addrefs  of  Buonaparte, 
as  Conful ,  to  the  Army  of  the  Eafl. — Popularity  of  the 
Confular  Government. — Efablifiment  of  a  Sinking  Fund 
for  extinguifiing  the  National  Debt. — A  Loan  voted  to 
the  Confuls  by  Acclamation. — Talleyrand  re-appointed.— 
New  Arrangement s  in  Foreign  Affairs. 

Cromwell,  who  (hatched  the  reins  of  power 
from  the  fcrambling  factions  that  had  overfet  the 
throne ; — whofe  government,  as  Protestor  of  the 
Commonwealth  of  England,  after  refilling  the  crown 
that  was  tendered  to  him,  prolonged  the  interreg¬ 
num  of  the  Stuart  fovereigns ; — whofe  prudence  pro¬ 
jected,  and  whofe  energy  fecured,  the  maritime  fu- 
periority  of  his  country; — he,  who  humbled  its 
enemies  by  his  arms,  and  by  his  negociatirjns  re¬ 
tained  all  the  advantages  of  victory ; — he,  to  whofe 
confummate  wifdom  and  admirable  genius  we  owe 
our  naval  grandeur -that  very  Cromwell,  when  a 
private  independent  gentleman,  holding  an  inferior 
rank  in  the  King’s  army,  being  difeontented  witk 
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the  caprices  of  the  Court,  the  fooleries  of  the  people, 
and  the  knavery  of  both,  determined  to  quit  the 
kingdom,  for  a  country  in  which  hi»  talents  would  be 
better  appreciated.  He  was  ftepping  on  board  the  vef- 
fel  that  was  to  waft  him  away  from  his  native  fhores, 
when  a  warrant,  Killed  by  the  King,  reftrained  him 
from  leaving  the  kingd'om.  If  Charles  I.  had  net 
injudicioufly  exercifed  his  prerogative,  Cromwell 
would  never  have  had  it  in  his  power  to  have  ordered 
the  death-warrant  of  that  Sovereign.  Charles,  per¬ 
haps,  would  neither  have  been  executed  as  a  criminal 
againlt  the  people,  by  the  Republicans,  nor  have 
been  canonized  as  a  martyr  by  the  Royalifts.  An¬ 
other  faint’s-day  would  not  have  been  added  to  the 
Calendar,  by  the  church  and  {fate  bifliops,  nor  would 
fuch  of  the  good  people  of  England,  as  are  obfervers 
of  times  and  feafons,  have  been  politically  divided 
into  two  parties.  It  would  not  have  been  a  queftion 
of  confcience,  in  the  nineteenth  century,  whether 
the  thirtieth  of  January  fhould  be  kept  as  the  anni- 
verfary  fall  of  a  martyred  monarch,  or  as  an  anni- 
verfary  feflival  to  commemorate  the  juftice  infiidted 
by  the  people,  upon  a  tyrant  and  a  traitor. 

This  incident  in  the  life  of  Cromwell,  is  naturally 
fuggelfed  at  the  moment  when  Buonaparte  attained 
the  l'upreme  power  in  France,  by  the  recolledtion, 
that,  at  an  early  period  of  his  military  fame,  he  was 
conflrained  to  remain  in  the  French  army  againfr  his 
own  inclination,  which  prompted  him  to  go  to 
Conftantinople.  The  mind  will,  involuntarily,  pa¬ 
rallel  thefe  correfponding  events  in  the  lives  of- two 
men,  ,  eminent  for  having  rifen  from  obfcuri'.y  to 
the  rule  of  two  great  Empires.  The  renown  of 
Cromwell  will  blazon  in  Englifh  Hiftory,  and  be  in 
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the  memory  of  England  and  her  enemies  as  IoDg 
as  our  annals  and  the  faculties  of  memory  remain  : 
the  fame  of  Buonaparte  will  live  as  long,  and  the 
Similarity  of  their  fortunes  will  often  recur  to  the 
recolleftion. 

Near  a  century  and  a  half  of  years  have  pafled 
fince  Cromwell  triumphed  over  the  turbulence  of 
the  times  in  which  he  lived ;  fince  he  paffed  the  bar¬ 
rier  of  being,  and  was  laid  in  the  narrow  houfe  for 
ever.  When  we  read  of  him,  it  is  of  a  man  of 
other  ages,  whofe  career  is  ended,  and  of  whom 
every  thing  has  been  told  that  it  is  now  poffible  to 
know;  but  Buonaparte  is  of  our  own  times,  and 
has  influenced,  and  is  influencing  our  own  affairs. 
Thofe  who  have  feen,  and  heard,  and  read  of  him, 
are  anxious  to  know  more.  The  biographer  has 
to  toil  for  information  through  the  tedious  details  of 
the  politician,  to  collect  the  fa£ts  that  lie  fcattered 
in  the  pages  of  the  annalift,  and  to  preferve  the 
anecdotes  that  would  have  otherwile  been  de- 
ftroyed  with  the  temporary  pages  of  the  journalift. 
He  has  already  reprefeuted  what  events  occurred 
to  the  period  when  Buonaparte  became  Conful  of 
the  Republic,  the  important  incidents  fubfequent  to 
his  elevation  are  now  to  be  related. 

The  new  Confuls  entered  immediately  upon  an 
exercife  of  their  funftions ;  it  had  been  fettled  that 
there  fliould  be  no  prefident  of  the  Confulate,  but 
that  one  Conful  fliould  be  in  conftant  attendance  to 
his  duty,  and  each  attend  in  rotation.  Maret,  who 
had  been  ambalTador  at  Naples,  was  appointed 
Secretary  General  of  the  Confulate. 

Intermediate  commiffions  of  the  Councils  of  An- 
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cicnts  and  Five  Hundred  afiembled,  and  pafied  forae 
refolutions,  abrogating  former  obnoxious  decrees, 
fubftituting  a  war  tax  in  lieu  of  a  forced  loan,  order¬ 
ing  the  payment  of  the  annuities  and  penfions  in  a 
more  regular  and  equitable  manner,  and  adopting 
a  new  fyftem  of  finance.  The  decifive  meafures  of 
the  new  Government  revived  public  confidence,  and 
the  funds  rofe  very  rapidly,  whilft  its  temper  towards 
thofe  who  were  not  likely  to  approve  its  proceed¬ 
ings  was  manifefted,  by  a  Decree,  which  ordered  the 
deportation  to  Cayenne  of  thirty-feven  perfons,  and 
fentenced  to  imprifonment  twenty-two  :  amongft  them 
were  Arena,  F.  Lepelletier,  Briot,  Santhonax,  and 
General  Jourdan.  The  name  of  the  latter  was  after¬ 
wards  erafed  ;  “  He  has  fallen  into  errors,”  faid  the 
Confuls,  “  but  he  has  always  been  a  good  defender  of 
the  Republic.”  The  Confuls,  at  length,  gradually 
revoked  the  Decree  againft  the  whole  number. 

Religion  was  early  attended  to  by  the  Confular 
Government,  and  the  conciliation  of  the  priefts  to 
the  new  order  of  affairs  was  attempted,  in  confe- 
quence  of  a  report  of  Fouche,  relative  to  the  ba- 
nifned  priefts.  It  was  declared  by  the  Minifter  of 
Police,  “  that  there  were  undoubtedly  a  great  number 
of  priefcs  dangerous  difturbers,  whom  authority 
fhould  watch  with  unceafing  vigilance,  and  fome- 
times  punifh  ;  but  there  were  alfo  among  them  men 
of  peaceable  difpofitions,  and  obedient  to  the  laws, 
•who  would  have  ferved  the  Republic,  if  they  had 
not  by  fome  oppreffive  meafures  have  fullered  the 
oreateft  violence  in  their  deareft  affections  and  moft 
ancient  habits;  fuch  was  the  deplorable  effed  of  the 
violent  meafures  reforted  to  during  the  tempeft  of 
the  Revolution.  Public  pity  for  perfecuted  priefts 
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had  awakened  the  force  of  juftice  againfljhe  intol¬ 
erant  and  fanatic  among  them  ;  and  fuperftition  was 
reviving,  even  then,  the  recollection  of  all  the  pro¬ 
scriptions  exercifed  upon  the  minifters  of  worfhip.” 
The  Confuls,  therefore,  decreed,  that  the  arrets  of 
the  Directory  relative  to  the  priefts  were  repealed, 
and  that  all  of  thofe  prielts  who  had  taken  the  oaths, 
and  all  of  thofe  who  had  married,  and  were  Impris¬ 
oned,  fliould  be  releafed. 

Eefore  the  Conl'ulate  was  appointed,  the  Legiflat- 
ive  Bodies  had  often  difcufled  the  cafe  of  fome 
unhappy  Emigrants,  who  had  been  unfortunately 
Shipwrecked  on  their  native  fnores  :  nothing,  how¬ 
ever,  had  been  decided  on  refpedting  them,  for  the 
Jacobins  would  have  fent  them  to  the  guillotine; 
and  the  Moderates,  to  preferve  them  from  fo  cruel  a 
fate,  contrived  to  poftpone  the  deliberations.  The 
Emigrants  had  remained  upwards  of  three  years  in 
clofe  confinement  at  Calais,  and  were  afterwards  re¬ 
moved  to  the  Caftleof  Ham,  in  Picardy.  The  Con¬ 
fuls,  by  a  humane  decree,  declared,  that  their  cafe 
was  in  no  inftance  anticipated  by  the  laws  refpefiing 
Emigrants ;  that  it  was  contrary  to  the  rights  of  po- 
lifhed  nations  to  take  advantage  of  the  accident  of 
fliipwreck,  and  give  up,  even  to  the  juft  operation 
of  the  laws,  unfortunate  perfons  who  had  efcaped 
from  the  waves;  and  that,  therefore,  they  fliould  be 
releafed,  and  fent  from  the  territory  of  the  Republic. 
This  was  an  eafy  and  an  honourable  method  of  ob¬ 
taining  the  friendfhip  of  an  enemy.  It  is  true,  that 
pity  is  what  “  the  happy  to  the  unhappy  owe,”  and 
the  debt  is  fometimes  difeharged.  Here,  not  only 
pity  was  exhibited  in  an  a£t  of  mercy  towards  the 
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unhappy,  but  from  that  quarter  whence  vengeance, 
rather  than  forbearance,  was  expelled. 

Whilft  exercifing  this  a&  of  clemency  to  a  few 
miferable  Emigrants,  the  Confuls  publiflied  the  fol¬ 
lowing  Notice  relative  to  the  French  prifoners  in 
England  : 

“  The  Confuls  have  notified  to  the  Englifh  Govern¬ 
ment,  that,  from  the  izd  December,  all  the  expenfes  ne- 
ceflary  to  the  maintenance  of  the  French  prifoners  in 
England  fhall  be  at  the  charge  of  the  Britijh  Govern¬ 
ment.” 

(Signed)  “Bonaparte. 

“  Si  eyes. 

Hugues  Bernard  Maret,  “  Roger  Decos. 

Secretary  General.” 

By  what  policy  and  by  what  humanity  this  deter¬ 
mination  was  dictated,  the  arguments  which  were  ufed 
at  the  time  will  fhew.  They  are  curious,  becaufe 
they  manifeft  an  excellive  refinement  of  principle, 
that  has  been  equally  admired  and  condemned. 

“  It  is  known,”  fays  one  of  the  French  papers  of 
the  day,  “  that  the  Directory  had  for  three  years  taken 
upon  themfelves  to  furnilli  the  money  for  the  fup- 
port  of  the  French  prifoners  in  England.*  This 
meafure  has-been  abandoned,  and  a  notification  has 
been  made  to  the  Englifh  Government. 

“The notification  is  in  conformity  with  the  common 
cuftom  of  war,  and  is  an  act  of  wife  adminiftration 
and  good  policy.  The  old  Directory  is,  perhaps, 

*  A  recurrence  to  chapter  xxi.  vol.  ii.  of  the  prefent 
Work,  will  prove  that  the  Dire£tory  did  not  always  think 
proper  to  fend  their  agentsyhe  money  they  took  upon  them- 
fclves  to  furnifh  for  that  purpofe. 
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the  firfl  government  which  fet  the  example  of  a 
belligerent  power  fupporting  its  prifoners  upon  the 
territories  of  its  enemies,  ft  will  be  recollected  at 
what  epoch,  with  what  forms,  and  with  what  inten¬ 
tion,  the  Englifh  were  relieved  from  the  care  of  fup¬ 
porting  our  prifoners.  Men  muft  have  feen  in  this 
new  arrangement  a  fort  of  inful t ;  the  Englifh  papers 
at  that  time  were  filled  with  bitter  complaints,  with 
almoft  official  juftifications  of  their  conduct,  fupported 
by  mod  authentic  proofs. 

“  Well  informed  men  faw  with  furprife  the  French 
Government  abandon  itfelf  blindly  to  thefe  impolitic 
fuggeflions;  releafe  the  Englifh  from  the  expenfe 
and  embarrafiment  of  making  burdenfome  advances; 
exhauft,  of  its  own  accord,  the  remains  of  its  fpecie, 
in  order  to  fend  it  to  England ;  deprive  themfelves 
of  the  pecuniary  refources,  of  which  they  flood  fo 
preffingly  in  need,  in  order  to  add  to  the  pecuniary 
refources  of  its  enemy;  and,  in  fhott,  fupport  the 
enormous  expenfes  of  its  adminiftration. 

The  Englifh,  whilft  they  exclaimed  againfl  the  in- 
juftice  of  the  accufation,  gathered  with  pleafure  the 
fruits  of  this  error  of  the  Directory,  though  cur  old 
monarchial  Government  left  England  during  the. 
whole  war  to  fupport  the  expenfe  of  the  prifoners, 
and  did  not  liquidate  the  balance  till  the  return  of 
peace;  and,  confequentlv,  the  return  of  circulation, 
credit,  commerce,  and  plenty,  rendered  the  payment 
more  eafy. 

“  The  generally  received  cuflnm  of  leaving  to  the 
humanity  of  belligerent  nations  the  care  of  pro¬ 
tecting  and  fupporting  prifoners  marks  the  progrefs 
of  civilization.  This  proof  of  confidence  and  reci- 

c  3 


SO  THE  LIFE  OP 

procal  efteem  between  nations  at  war  is  one  of  the 
means  of  approximation  and  reconciliation.  We 
cannot,  therefore,  avoid  feeing  in  this  notification  of 
the  Confular  Government  a  return  of  the  true  prin¬ 
ciples  which  their  loyalty  honours.” 

This  reafoning,  by  which  the  abandonment  of  the 
French  prifoners  of  war  to  the  care  of  the  enemy 
is  juftified,  was  not  the  lefs  fuitable  to  the  purpofes 
of  the  Confulate,  for  having  afforded  an  opportunity 
of  reviling  the  Dire&ory.  Perhaps,  the  real  motive 
that  induced  the  meafure  was  an  exhaufted  trea- 
fury;  for  not  only  did  the  Confuls  refufe  to  fend 
over  any  remittances  for  future  fupplies,  but  they 
neglefted  to  furnifh  the  French  agent  for  prifoners 
in  England,  with  money  to  pay  for  the  articles'  he 
had  taken  up  for  their  ufe,  before  the  official  notice 
had  arrived  j  and  he  was  detained  by  the  Britiflv 
Government  for  the  debts  he  had  contra&ed  on  that 
account. 

For  the  army  under  Kleber,  in  Egypt,  Buonaparte 
manifefted  no  intentions  which  could  induce  the 
Parifians,  to  believe  that  the  French  arms  were  not 
completely  vi&orious  in  that  quarter,  and  that  the 
Britifh  pofieffions  in  India  would  not  fhortly  be  an¬ 
nexed  to  France.  Indeed,  fo  well  did  he  diffemble 
any  concern  he  might  naturally  be  fuppofed  to  en¬ 
tertain  for  the  welfare  of  his  comrades,  whom  he 
had  left  almoft  deftitute,  and  expofed  to  every  dan¬ 
ger  from  the  enemy,  that  he  ordered  a  company  of 
comedians  to  be  raifed,  for  the  purpofe  of  being  fent 
to  Egypt  to  entertain  the  army.  The  a&ors,  danc¬ 
ers,  and  muficians,  who  were  willing  to  go,  were 
required  to  fend  their  applications  to  the  Commif- 
fary  of  the  Government,  at  the  theatre  of  the  Re* 
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public,  Rue  dt  la  Lot.  Their  pretenfions  were  to  be 
individually  ftated,  their  capacity  authenticated  by 
proofs;  the  conditions  of  engagement  were  to  be  of¬ 
fered,  and  proper  fecurity  for  the  fulfilment  of  the 
terms  to  be  tendered.  That  the  people  might  be 
allured  of  his  regard  to  the  comforts  of  the  army  in 
every  refpeft,  Fouche  was  ordered  to  put  in  requi- 
lition  the  women  of  the  town,  at  the  Palais  Royal. 
Near  fix  hundred  of  thefe  females  were  afiembled, 
for  the  purpofe  of  being  fent  to  the  army  of  the  Eaft 
with  the  comedians;  a  colony  was  to  be  formed,  by 
which  the  Egyptians  were  to  be  acquainted  with  the 
refinements  and  arts  that  civilization  had  extended 
to  the  French  nation.  Little  did  the  Frenchmen  in 
Paris,  who  witnefled  thefe  preparations,  imagine  that 
the  army,  was  threatened  with  annihilation  at  the 
time  the  Firft  Conful  had  conferred  the  command 
on  Kleber. 

A  Proclamation  to  the  Army  of  the  Eaft  ac¬ 
quainted  them  with  his  new  rank  in  the  ftate. 

The  Consul  Bonaparte  to  the  Army  of  the  EaJ}. 

“  Soldiers ! 

“  The  Confuls  of  the  Republic  often  think  on  the  army 
of  the  Eaft. 

“  France  knows  all  the  influence  of  your  conquefts  for 
the  reftoration  of  her  commerce,  and  the  civilization  of  the 
world. 

“  All  Europe  has  her  eyes  fixed  upon  you.  My  thoughts 
are  often  with  you. 

“In  whatever  fituation  the  chances  of  war  may  place 
you,  be  always  the  foldicrs  of  Rivoli  and  Aboukir,  and 
you  will  be  invincible. 

“  Have  in  Kleber  that  unbounded  confidence  which  you 
had  in  me  ;  he  deferves  it. 

“  Soldiers !  think  on  the  day  when  you  will  come  back, 
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vidtorious,  to  the  Sacred  Land  ;  it  will  be  a  day  of  joy  and 
of  glory  for  the  whole  nation. 

(Signed)  “Bonaparte.” 

It  was  not  difficult  for  the  new  Government  to 
obtain  popularity  amongil  a  people  who  had  been 
harafed  and  fatigued  with  the  violence  and  the  in- 
confiftencies  of  ten  governments,  during  a  period 
of  as  many  years.  They  had  been  delivered  up  to 
the  cupidity  and  the  cruelty  of  every  fcoundrel  who 
could  clamber  into  power,  and  wliofe  venality  and 
rapacity  were  increafed  by  the  knowledge  that  the 
reign  of  his  own  party  would  be  terminated  by  a  fac¬ 
tion  equally  hungry  and  remorfelefs ;  by  wretches,  who 
were  bufied  in  turning  the  heads  of  the  people,  that 
they  might  lift  themfelves  into  place  upon  their 
fhoulders.  This  multiplied  fucceffion  of  profligacy 
was  flopped  by  the  Revolution  of  the  eighteenth 
Brumaire.  The  new  arrangements  were  more  maf- 
terly,  men  lefs  obnoxious  were  nominated  to  fltua- 
tions  of  truft,  and  bufinefs  was  difpatched  with 
greater  celerity.  Obedience  being  enforced  by  the 
bayonet,  the  unruly  were  awed  ;  and,  as  no  one  was 
permitted  to  rob  in  the  name  of  the  nation,  the  peo¬ 
ple  refpe&ed  the  authority  which  rendered  their 
property  fecure. 

Finance  had  Buonaparte’s  early  and  earneft  atten¬ 
tion.  He  caufed  to  be  pafltd,  in  the  Council  of 
Five  Hundred,  fome  refolutions,  by  which  the  re¬ 
ceivers  general  of  the  departments  were  authorized 
to  fubfcribe  bonds  for  the  amount  of  the  direft 
taxes  of  their  refpedtive  departments,  which  fhould 
be  payable  by  twelve  monthly  inflalments  :  they 
were  directed  to  furnith  a  twentieth  part  in  fpecie 
of  the  amount  of  the  land-tax,  to  be  applied  as  a 
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finking  fund  for  the  extinction  of  the  public  debt. 
The  arrears  of  life  annuities  and  ccclefiaftical  pen- 
fions,  as  they  became  extinguifhed,  were  to  be 
applied  to  the  fame  purpofe,  and  to  the  payment  of 
protefted  bonds. 

When  the  public  faw  the  national  debts  put  in 
a  courfe  of  extinction  by  adequate  funds,  the  Go¬ 
vernment  found  it  no  very  difficult  talk  to  borrow 
more  money.  Buonaparte  appointed  a  meeting  of 
the  principal  merchants  and  bankers  of  Paris,  and 
laid  before  them  the  neceffities  of  the  Government, 
and  the  claims  which  it  had  on  the  confidence  of  the 
public,  and  hinted  the  probability  of  a  glorious  and 
equitable  peace.  He  affured  them,  that  the  reign 
of  plunder  was  ended,  that  fpoliation  of  property 
could  never  occur  under  the  new  fyftem  of  affairs, 
that  talent  only  would  rule,  and  intrigue  would  be 
abandoned ;  but,  that,  to  accomplifh  thefe  various 
laudable  objeCts,  the  public  treafury  muff  have  re- 
courfe  to  commercial  men  for  an  advance  of  mo¬ 
ney  until  the  new  taxes  were  paid.  The  meeting, 
which  confided  of  about  feventy  of  the  wealthieft 
men  in  Paris,  voted,  by  acclamation,  a  loan  of  twelve 
millions  of  livres ;  and  Fulchiron,  Recamier,  Doyen, 
Perregaux,  Mullet,  Germain,  and  Defier,  were  no¬ 
minated  a  commifiion  of  feven,  to  put  the  plan  into 
immediate  confederation. 

Talleyrand  fhortly  refumed  his  fituation  at  the 
head  of  the  foreign  affairs.  Citizen  Gronville  was 
fent  ambaffador  to  Holland,  Citizen  Bourgoing  to 
Denmark.  General  Bournonville  was  appointed 
minider  plenipotentiary  to  the  court  of  Berlin,  and 
Citizen  Colchen,  his  fecretary  of  legation;  other 
arrangements  were  alfo  made  in  the  foreign  depart¬ 
ment,  preparatory  to  a  new  fydem  of  diplomacy. 


34 


THE  LIFE  OF 


•  CHAPTER  IV. 

The  flew  Conftitution  anticipated  hy  the  Politicians . — : 
General  Indifference  of  the  People  to  its  Form. — Caufss 
cf  their  approving  the  new  Government. — Proclamation 
of  the  Confnls  announcing  the  Confl itution. — Abftratl  of 
the  Confutation. — Rcederer's  Analyfs  of  it . — Palaces  ap¬ 
pointed  for  the  Ref  deuce  of  the  new  Government.— Cof- 
turne. — Flaiional  Oath. — Caricatures. — Manners. 

Various  Speculations  occupied  the  attention  of 
the  Parifians,  and  of  the  French  people  in  general, 
refpedting  the  new  Conftitution  that  was  in  prepara¬ 
tion;  and  the  jealoufy  of  the  Republicans  was  not  a 
little  increafed  by  the  proceedings  in  the  Council 
of  Elders. 

It  was  debated,  whether  the  fittings  of  the  two 
legiflative  com  millions  ftiould  be  public  or  private. 
It  was  argued  by  fome  members,  that  if  the  nation 
received  laws  without  having  a  knowledge  of  the 
difcuffions  which  preceded  and  prepared  them,  it 
would  ceafe  to  think  itfelf  free;  that  if  it  faw  no 
longer  any  image  of  the  national-  representation,  it 
would  believe  the  national  representation  not  to  be 
adjourned  but  annihilated;  that,  if  the  difcuffions 
were  not  public,  it  was  at  leaft  necefi'ary  there  fliould 
be  fittings  open  to  all  citizens,  in  order  to  proclaim 
publicly  the  laws  palled  in  private  fittings ;  that,  in 
Short,  it  was  necefi'ary  to  preferve  as  much  of  the 
ancient  form  as  it  was  poffible,  to  reconcile  fome  of 
the  events  of  the  1 8 th  and  igth  Brumaire  to  the 
public  opinion.  It  was  contended  by  others,  that 
the  two  commiffions  of  the  Council  of  Elders  and 
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the  Council  of  Five  Hundred,  in  order  to  obtain  the 
ends  for  which  they  were  appointed,  ought  to  labour 
with  a  rapidity,  which  the  publicity  of  their  pro¬ 
ceedings  would  check  every  moment  ;  that  in  pub¬ 
lic  men  fpoke  more  frequently  from  vanity  than' 
from  a  love  of  truth;  that  the  publici.y  never 
anything  elfe  than  apparent,  for  it  could  ..y  be 
taken  advantage  of  by  one  commune,  and  only  by 
a  fmall  number  of  perfons  in  that  commune,  who 
were  almoft  incapable  of  comprehending  and  appre¬ 
ciating  the  motives  of  the  different  opinions;  that, 
feeing  a  Council  of  Five  Hundred,  and  a  Council  of 
Two  Hundred  and  Fifty,  reduced  to  commiflions  of 
twenty-live  members,  the  public  would  think  they 
beheld  not  an  image  of  national  reprefentation,  but 
its  deftru£lion;  that,  in  fhort,  the  only  thing  really 
important  to  the  nation  was,  to  do  quietly,  and  to 
do  well ;  and,  on  that  account,  that  quiet  and  fecret 
fittings  were  better  than  if  the  fittings  were  held  in 
public,  amidft  noife,  and  fubject  to  interruption.  It 
was  determined  that  the  fittings  of  the  commiflions 
fliould  be  private,  and  the  patriots  received  the  deci- 
fion  as  an  ill  omen  to  the  liberties  and  independence 
of  the  country  under  the  Conlular  Government. 

Whilft  a  few  abftrufe  thinkers  prefaged  the  reign 
of  a  new  defpotifm,  the  change  was  heard  of  with 
joy  in  the  remote!!  departments.  The  different  au¬ 
thorities  throughout  the  Republic  declared  in  its 
favour,  and  the  fentiments  of  the  bulk  of  the  people 
went  with  (hem  :  they  faw  that  public- offices  were 
fiot  faleable,  that  the  delinquency  of  perfons  in  (filia¬ 
tions  of  truft  was  punifned  by  their  removal ;  and 
they  relied  upon  a  Government  that  had  effected 
fome  good,  for  elfefting  more.  Thofe  yvho  had 
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really  experienced  a  benefit  cared  not  by  what 
means  its  conferences  were  to  be  fecured,  they 
appeared  to  think  that  they  had  contended  long 
enough  about  forms  of  government  ;  and,  that,  as 
their  forms  had  produced  only  a  variation  of  their 
oppreflion,  “  that  which  was  bell  adminifter’d  was 
heft.” 

At  length,  on  the  22d  Frimaire,  (13th  December,) 
the  public  curiofity  was  gratified  by  an  extenfive  cir¬ 
culation  of  the  following  Addrefs  of 

The  Consuls  of  the  Republic  to  the  F rench. 

“  A  Conftitution  is  prefented  to  you  for  your  accept¬ 
ance. 

“  It  puts  an  end  to  the  uncertainties  which  the  tem¬ 
porary  government  occafioned  in  our  foreign  political  tranf- 
a£h’ons,  and  in  the  internal  and  military  fituation  of  the 

Republic. 

“  It  eftablithes,  in  its  inftitutions,  the  appointment  of 
the  firft  magiftrates,  whole  devoted  zeal  has  been  thought 
nccefiary  to  its  activity. 

“  The  Conjlituiion  is  grounded  on  the  true  principles  of 
a  reprefentative  government ,  on  the  J acred  rights  of  pro - 
petty,  of  equality,  and  of  liberty. 

“  The  powers  which  it  inftitutes  will  be  vigorous  and 
permanent,  fuch  as  they  (hould  be  to  enfure  the  rights  of 
citizens,  and  the  interefts  of  the  ftate. 

“  Citizens !  the  revolution  is  fixed  on  the  princi¬ 
ples  from  which  it  originated  : — it  is  ended.” 

The  Conftitution  itfelf  formed  ninety- five  articles, 
which  were  arranged  in  feven  chapters.  It  was  dated 
Paris,  the  22d  Frimaire,  and  was  figned  by  the  mem¬ 
bers  of  the  Legiflative  Committees:  the  fignatures 
of  the  Confuls  followed  laft.  The  following  is  an 
abftrad  of  the  mod  eflential  parts  of 
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THE  CONSULAR  CONSTITUTION. 

The  French  Republic  is  oneand  indivifible. 

Every  man  born  and  refident  in  France,  and  of  the 
age  of  twenty-one  years,  who  has  infcribed  his  name 
in  the  civic  regifter  of  his  communal  diftriCt,  and  af¬ 
terward  remained  a  year  on  the  territory  of  the  French 
Republic,  is  a  French  citizen  ;  and  a  foreigner  becomes 
a  French  citizen,  who,  after  having  attained  the  age 
of  twenty-one  years,  and  declared  his  intention  of 
fixing  his  refidence  in  France,  has  refided  there  for 
ten  fuccellive  years. 

The  title  of  French  citizen  is  forfeited  by  various 
acts,  and  alfo  by  a  ftate  of  hired  fervitude,  either  at¬ 
tached  to  the  fervice  of  the  perfon  or  the  family. 

The  citizens  of  every  communal  diftriCt  fliall  ap¬ 
point,  by  their  fuffrages,  thofe  whom  they  think  molt 
worthy  of  conducting  the  public  affairs.  There  fliall 
be  a  lift  of  confidence,  containing  a  number  of  names 
equal  to  a  tenth  of  the  number  of  citizens  pofleffing 
the  right  of  fuffrage;  from  this  firft  communal  lift  the 
public  functionaries  of  diftriCts  fhall  be  taken. 

The  citizens  comprifed  in  the  communal  lifts  of  a 
department  fliall  alfo  appoint  a  tenth  of  their  num¬ 
ber;  thefe  fliall  conftitute  a  fecond  lift,  called  The 
Departmental  Lift,  from  which  the  public  function¬ 
aries  of  each  department  fhall  be  taken. 

The  citizens  included  in  the  Departmental  Lift  fhall 
alfo  appoint  a  tenth  of  their  number ;  this  third  lift 
fhall  confift  of  the  citizens  of  each  department  eligible 
to  public  national  functions. 

The  citizens  who  fhall  have  a  right  of  co-operating 
in  the  formation  of  any  of  the  lifts  mentioned  in  the 
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three  preceding  articles,  (hall,  every  third  year,  he 
called  upon  to  exercife  the  power  of  replacing  thofe 
who  have  died  or  abfented  themfelvee  for  any  other 
caufe  than  the  exercife  of  a  public  function. 

The  Conserv  AxoitY  Senate  fliall  be  compofed 
of  twenty-four  members,  of  forty  years  of  age,  at 
lead,  to  be  immoveable  during  life. 

For  the  formation  of  the  Senate  there  fliall  be  no¬ 
minated,  in  the  firfl  inftance,  fixty  members;  this 
number  fliall  be  increafed  to  fixty-tvvo  in  the  courfe 
of  the  eighth  year,  to  fixty-four  in  the  ninth,  and  fliall 
be  gradually  increafed  to  eighty,  by  the  addition  of 
two  members  in  each  of  the  ten  firfl  years. 

The  nomination  to  the  office  of  fenator  fliall  be  by 
the  Senate,  who  fliall  make  choice  out  of  three  candi¬ 
dates  prefented  to  them ;  the  firfl  by  the  Legiflative 
Body,  the  fecond  by  the  Tribunate,  and  the  third  by 
the  Chief  Conful. 

They  fhall  only  chufe  from  two  candidates,  if  one 
of  them  is  propofed  by  two  of  the  three  authorities 
prefenting  them. 

The  Chief  Conful,  upon  quitting  his  office,  either 
by  the  expiration  of  his  function  or  by  refignation, 
neceflarily,  and  as  a  matter  of  right,  becomes  a  fe¬ 
nator.  The  Two  other  Confuls,  during  the  month 
which  follows  the  expiration  of  their  functions,  may 
take  their  feats  in  the  Senate,  but  are  not  obliged  to 
exercife  that  privilege  :  they  lofe  it  altogether  if  they 
quit  the  confular  funftions  by  refignation. 

The  revenues  of  national  domains,  the  terms  of 
which  are  expired,  fliall  be  liable  to  the  expenfes  of 
the  Senate;  the  annual  falary  of  each  of  its  members 
fliall  be  paid  out  of  thofe  revenues;  it  fliall  be  equal  to 
a  twentieth  of  that  of  the  Chief  Conful. 
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The  fittings  of  the  Senate  are  not  public. 

Citizens  Sieyes  and  Roger  Ducos,  the  TvvoConfuls 
who  are  to  go  out  of  office,  fhall  be  nominated  mem¬ 
bers  of  the  Confervatory  Senate  ;  they  fiiall  unite  -with 
the  Second  and  Third  Confuls  nominated  by  thepre- 
ient  one.  Thefe  four  citizens  fiiall  appoint  the  ma¬ 
jority  of  the  Senate,  which  fiiall  afterward  complete 
itfelfand  proceed  to  the  elections  entrufted  to  its  di¬ 
rection. 

No  new  law  fiiall  be  promulgated  uifiefs  the  plan 
fiiall  have  been  propofed  by  the  Government,  com¬ 
municated  to  the  Tribunate,  and  decreed  by  the  Le- 
giflativ  Body. 

The  Tribunate  is  to  be  compofed  of  one  hun¬ 
dred  members,  of  twenty-five  years  of  age  and  up¬ 
wards  ;  they  fiiall  be  renewed  by  fifths  every  year,, 
and  indefinitely  re-eligible  while  they  remain  upon 
the  national  lift. 

The  Tribunate  fiiall  difeufs  the  plans  of  every  law 
that  may  be  propofed  ;  it  fiiall  vote  for  the  adoption 
or  reje&ion  of  them,  and  fiiall  fend  three  orators  to 
the  Legifiative  Body  to  Rate  and  fupport  its  plans. 
It  (hall  exprefs  its  opinion  as  to  the  laws  made  or  to 
be  made,  the  abufes  to  be  corretted,  the  ameliorations 
to  be  attempted  in  every  part  of  the  public  admini- 
ftration,  but  never  relative  to  the  civil  or  criminal 
affairs  referred  to  the  tribunals.  The  opinions  it  (hall 
give  are  to  be  followed  by  no  necefiary  confequence; 
they  compel  no  conftituted  authority  to  come  to  any 
deliberation. 

The  Legislative  Body  fiiall  be  compofed  of 
three  hundred  members,  of  thirty  years  of  age  and 
upwards;  they  fiiall  be  renewed,  by  fifths,  every  year. 
There  ought  always  to  be  one  citizen,  at  leaft,  of  each 


40 


THE  LIFE  OF 


department  of  the  Republic  prefent.  The  fitting  of 
the  Legiflative  Body  fhall  in  every  year  continue  only 
four  months. 

The  Legiflative  Body  enaffts  the  law  by  fecret 
fcrutiny.  and  without  any  difcuflkm  on  the  part  of  its 
members,  upon  the  plans  of  the  law  debated  before 
it,  by  the  orators  of  the  Tribunate  and  the  Govern¬ 
ment. 

The  fittings  of  the  Tribunate  and  of  the  Legiflative 
Body  fhali  be  public  ;  the  number  of  ftrangers  in  ei¬ 
ther  of  them  not  to  exceed  two  hundred.  The  an¬ 
nual  falary  of  a  Tribune  fhall  be  1 5,000  francs,  625I. 
of  a  Legiflator  10,000  francs,  4i61. 

Every  decree  of  the  Legiflative  Body  fhall  be  pro¬ 
mulgated  by  the  Chief  Conful,  unlefs  it  is  referred  to 
the  Senate  on  the  ground  of  inconflitutionality. 

The  firft  renewal  of  the  Legiflative  Body  and  of 
the  Tribunate  {hall  not  take  place  till  the  tenth  year 
of  the  Republic. 

The  Government  is  entrufted  to  three  con¬ 
suls,  appointed  for  ten  years,  and  indefinitely  re-eli¬ 
gible  :  each  of  them  is  to  be  elefted  individually,  with 
the  diftmft  quality  of  Chief,  Second,  or  Third  Con¬ 
ful.  The  firft  time  the  Third  Conful  fhall  only  be 
named  for  five  years. 

For  the  prefent  time  General  Buonaparte  is 
appointed  chief  consul;  Citizen  Cambaceres, 
now  Minifter  of  Juftice,  Second  Conful ;  and  Citizen 
Lebrun,  member  of  the  Committee  of  Ancients, 
Third  Conful. 

The  Chief  Conful  is  to  promulgate  the  law,  to 
name  and  revoke  at  pleafure  the  members  of  the 
Council  of  State,  the  minifters,  ambafladors,  and  other 
principal  foreign  agents ;  the  officers  of  the  army  by 
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land  and  fea ;  (.he  members  of  local  adminiftration, 
and  the  eommiflioners  of  the  Government  at  the  tri¬ 
bunals.  He  is  to  appoint  all  judges  criminal  and 
civil,  as  well  as  juftices  of  peace,  and  the  judges  of 
cafl'ation,  without  the  power  of  afterward  revolting 
them. 

In  the  other  acfts  of  the  Government  the  Second 
and  Third  Confuls  are  to  have  a  confultatke  voice. 

The  falary  of  the  Chief  Conful  Ihall  be  500,000 
francs  for  the  eighth  year:  the  falary  of  the  other 
Two  Confuls  fliall  be  equal  to  three-tenths  of  that  of 
the  Firft. 

The  Government  is  to  propofe  the  laws,  and  to 
make  the  neceftary  regulations  to  enfure  their  exe¬ 
cution. 

When  the  Government  is  informed  of  any  coir- 
fpiracies  againft  the  ftate,  it  may  iflue  orders  to  arreft 
and  bring  before  them  the  perfons  who  are  fufpefted 
as  the  authors  or  accomplices ;  but  if,  within  ten  days 
after  fuch  arreft,  they  are  not  fet  at  liberty,  or  brought 
to  trial,  it  (hall  be  corrfidered,  on  the  part  of  the  ir.i- 
nifter  figning  the  order,  as  an  aft  of  arbitrary  deten¬ 
tion. 

It  is  from  among  the  members  of  the  Council  of 
State  that  the  Orators  are  to  be  felefled,  who  fhall  be 
appointed  to  appear  in  the  name  of  the  Government 
before  the  Legiflative  Eody.  Thare  are  never  So  be 
any  more  than  three  of  thefe  orators  fent  to  fupport 
the  fame  plan  of  a  law. 

The  Government  can  only  elefl  or  retain  asccurr- 
fellersof  ftate  or  minifters,  fuclv-citizens  whofe  names 
are  infcribed  in  the  national  lift. 

The  local  adminiftrations  eftablifhed,  whether  for 
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each  communal  diltrid  or  for  the  more  extended 

portions  of  territory,  arefubordinate  to  the  minifters. 

Every  communal  arondiflement  fhall  have  one  or 
more  juftices  of  the  peace,  eleded  immediately  by 
citizens,  for  three  years.  Their  principal  duty  con- 
fifts  in  reconciling  the  parties  applying  to  them,  and, 
in  cafe  of  non-cencilation,  to  decide  their  difpute  by 
arbitrators. 

In  cafes  of  crimes  to  which  are  annexed  a  corporal 
or  infamous  punifhment,  a  firft  jury  admits  or  rejeds 
the  charge:  if  It  be  admitted,  a  fecond  jury  pro¬ 
nounces  on  the  fad,  and  the  judges  componng  a  cri¬ 
minal  tribunal  apply  the  punifhment :  their  judgment 
is  without  appeal. 

The  fundion  of  Public  Accufer  to  a  criminal  tribu¬ 
nal  is  filled  by  the  Commiffioner  of  Government. 

The  agents  of  Government,  other  than  the  minif- 
ters,  cannot  be  profecuted  for  ads  relating  to  their 
fundions  but  by  virtue  of  a  decifion  of  the  Council 
of  State;  in  this  cafe  the  profecution  is  carried  on 
before  the  ordinary  tribunals. 

The  houfe  of  every  perfon  inhabiting  the  French 
territory  is  an  inviolable  afylum.  During  the  night 
no  perfon  has  a  right  to  enter  it,  except  in  cafe  of 
fire,  inundation,  or  at  the  requeflofthe  perfons  within. 
In  the  day  one  may  enter  it  for  a  fpecial  purpofe,  de¬ 
termined  either  by  the  law  or  an  order  emanating 
from  a  public  authority. 

A  reprefentation  of  a  perfon  in  cuftody  {hall  not  be 
refuted  to  his  parents  and  friends,  carrying  an  order 
from  the  civil  officer,  who  fhall  be  always  obliged  to 
grant  it,  unlefs  the  keeper  or  gaoler  produces  an  order 
of  a  judge  to  keep  the  prifoner  fecret. 

Every  perfon  has  a  right  of  addreffing  private  pe-> 
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titions  to  every  conftituted  authority,  and  particularly 
to  the  Tribunate. 

The  public  force  is  neceflarily  in  a  Rate  of  obe¬ 
dience ;  no  armed  body  can  deliberate. 

The  French  Nation  declares,  that  it  will  grant  pen- 
fions  to  all  the  military  wounded  in  defence  of  their 
country,  and  alfo  to  the  widows  and  children  of  fuch 
military  as  have  died  on  the  field  of  battle,  or  in  con- 
fequence  of  their  wounds.  It  fhall  decree  national 
rewards  to  the  warriors  who  fliali  have  rendered  dif- 
tinguifhed  fervices  in  fighting  for  the  Republic. 

The  French  Nation  declares,  that  in  no  cafe  will  it 
fuffer  the  return  of  the  French,  who,  having  aban¬ 
doned  their  country  fince  1789,  are  not  comprifed  in 
the  exceptions  contained  in  the  laws  againft  emi¬ 
grants  :  it  interdi&s  every  new  exception  on  this 
point. 

The  property  of  emigrants,  irrevocably,  belongs  to 
the  Republic. 

The  French  Nation  declares,  that  after  a  fale,  le¬ 
gally  completed,  of  national  property,  whatever  may 
be  its  origin,  the  lawful  purcbafer  cannot  be  difpof- 
fefied,  faving  the  right  of  third  perfons,  if  fuch  there 
fhould  be,  claiming  to  be  indemnified  out  of  the 
public  treafury. 

The  Conflitution  was  publifhed  at  Paris  on  the  14th 
of  December,  with  great  pomp;  and  a  decree  imme¬ 
diately  followed,  which  ordained,  that  the  different 
civil  officers  fhould  open  regifters  of  acceptance  and 
non-acceptance,  to  remain  open  fifteen  days,  for  the 
fignatures  of  the  citizens. 

Roederer’s  Analyfis  of  the  Confular  Conflitution  of 
France  is  deferving  of  prefervauon,  becaufe  it  is  fim- 
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pie,  and  is  eafily  committed  to  the  memory.  He  es¬ 
timates  the  male  inhabitants  of  age,  and  paying  duties 
as  a  qualification  to  vote,  at  5,000,000  citizen  voters, 
who  reduce  themfelves  to  500,000  Notables  of  Com¬ 
munes;  who  reduce  themfelves  to  50,000  Notables 
of  Departments ;  who  reduce  themfelves  to  5,000 
Notables  of  France ;  from  whom  are  chofen  500 
LegiQators,  Senate  and  Tribunate;  and  alfo  80  Con¬ 
servators;  aPuifne  Confuls;  and  1  Grand  Conful; 
who  chufe  30  Counfellors  of  State,  and  the  minifters, 
ambaffadors,  commiffioners,  &tc.  The  Senate  and 
the  Tribunate  are  not  chofen  by  the  five  thoufand 
Notables  of  France,  but  out  of  that  clafs.  A  body 
of  eighty  members,  firft  constituted  representatives  of 
the  nation,  either  by  a  competent  eleftion  or  by  the 
acquiefcence  of  the  people,  under  the  title  of  Confer- 
vators,  chufe,  firft,  all  the  members  called  to  exer- 
cife  the  legiflative  power;  and,  Secondly,  the  Three 
Chiefs  of  the  executive  power  (Confuls)  the  firft  of 
whom  afterwards  choofes  the  minifters  and  other 
agents  of  the  Government. 

A  great  portion  of  time  was  occupied  by  the  Legi¬ 
flative  Bodies  in  fettling-  the  formalities  w  hich  fliouid 
prefent  the  authorities  under  the  new  Constitution  in 
great  parade  and  Splendor  to  the  people  It  was  ap¬ 
pointed  that  the  Confab  and  the  Conservative  Senate 
fhould  enter  upon  their  fur:  ft  ions  the  4th  Nivofe,  Sth 
year  (25th  December,  1799.)  The  Confuls  were  to 
furnifh  the  Conservative  Senate,  the  Legiflative  Botiv, 
and  the  Tribunate,  with  a  guard  of  honour. — The 
Luxembourg  was  appointed  the  oalace  of  the  Con¬ 
servative  Senate;  the  Thiulleries  the  palace  of  the 
Confuls ;  the  palace  of  the  Council  of  Five  Hundred 
was  for  the  Legiflative  Body;  and  the  Palais  Roy  ah 
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was  affigned  to  the  Tribunate.  Meflengers  of  ftate 
and  ufliers  were  alfo  attached  to  tliefe  different  func¬ 
tionaries. 

It  was  not  enough,  however,  that  palaces  fiiould 
be  the  dwellings  of  the  new  officers  of  the  Republic  : 
the  pomp  and  circumftance  of  official  dignity  were 
if  ill  further  encreafed  by  the  new  drefles,  which, 
after  mature  deliberations  of  the  Commiffion  of  Five 
Hundred  were  decreed  Ihould  be  worn  by  the  le- 
giflative  as  well  as  the  executive ;  and  even  the 
fecretaries,  meflengers,  and  ufliers,  were  affigned 
their  cojlume .  Open  robes  and  clofe  habits  of  nati¬ 
onal  blue,  of  light  blue,  of  black,  of  grey — tri-coloured 
girdles,  girdles  of  light  blue,  and  girdles  of  red  ; 
fome  fringed  with  gold,  fome  fringed  with  filk,  fome 
fringed  with  worfted,  and  fome  without  any  fringe; 
— collars  and  fleeves  embroidered,  fome  with  gold 
and  others  with  filver; — fome  hats  with  gold  taflels, 
and  other  hats  with  filver  taflels : — thefe  were  the 
materials  which  the  legiflative  bodies  of  the  French 
Republic  fele&ed,  and  which  they  forted  out,  and 
fitted  into  uniforms  and  dreffies  by  a  fenatoriai  de¬ 
cree,  afterwards  printed  and  diftributed  as  a  pro¬ 
gramme ,  by  which  the  people  were  enabled  to  afcer- 
tain  the  rank  and  dignity  of  the  new  rulers  of  the 
Republic.  The  variation  of  climate  in  the  feafon* 
was  alfo  confidered,  for  fome  were  to  wear  velvet  in 
winter,  and  filk  in  fummer,  whilil  others  were  de¬ 
creed  to  wear  cloth  all  the  year  round. 

Three  days  after  the  Conftiiution  was  iflued  the 
troops  were  aflembled  in  the  Champ  de  Mars,  and 
fworn  to  be  faithful  to  the  new  Government.  The 
oath  to  be  tendered  to  the  magiftrates  and  citizens 
became  a  fubjedt  of  difcuffion,  which  ended  b)  a 
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law  being  parted  applicable  to  all  thofe  who  had 
been  previourty  bound  to  take  an  oath,  and  which 
reduced  the  different  formula  of  oaths  and  declara¬ 
tions  to  one  only,  r  The  Conftitution  being  consi¬ 
dered  the  elementary  rule  of  the  duties  of  magif- 
trates  and  citizens,  the  explicit  promife  of  being 
faithful  to  the  Conftitution  included  the  objeft  of 
the  former  laws.  It  was  then  decreed  by  the  new 
law,  that  the  members  and  officers  of  the  Govern¬ 
ment,  the  minifters  of  every  religious  fe<ft,  and  the 
tutors  of  youth,  Should  fclemnly  make  the  following 
declaration  :  “  I  promife  to  be  faithful  to  the  Con¬ 
ftitution,”  and  that  every  other  oath  or  declaration 
fhonld  be  abolished.  If  there  exifts  a  neceffity  for 
an  oath  under  any  government,  fuppofed  to  be 
founded  on  the  will  of  the  people,  that  which  was 
thus  adopted  by  the  Confular  Government  of  France, 
is,  perhaps,  the  moll  Simple  and  the  leaf!  exception¬ 
able  of  any  that  can  be  taken  for  a  model. 

Accuftomed  to  change,  and  delighted  with  novelty, 
the  Parisians  received  the  new  Conftitution,  and 
viewed  the  fplendor  of  the  new  Government  with 
felf-complaceney  rather  than  with  furprife;.  they  read, 
and  talked,  and  drank  their  coffee,  and  laughed- 
They  reafoned  very  little,  but  they  hoped  a  great 
deal.  Buonaparte  was  their  idol,  and  they  expefted 
him  to  do  everything  for  the  happinefs  and  honour 
of  the  nation.  They  joked  upon  the  old  Dire&ory, 
and  indulged  their  humour  in  bon-mots  and  in 
caricatures ;  a  pair  of  thefe  prints,  very  well  executed, 
formed  a  part  of  the  decorations  of  moll  parlours  in 
Paris.  One  of  them  reprefented  a  Jew,  with  a  great 
quantity  of  finery  and  frippery,  the  coftume  of  the 
ex-dire<ftors,  and  ex-legiflators ;  he  was  crying, 
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<l  Old  clothes  to  fell,  as  good  as  new  the  other, 
alfo  reprefented  a  Jew  carrying  an  enormous  load 
of  confutations  and  laws,  and  bawling,  “  Old  con- 
flitutions  and  decrees  to  fell,  very  little  ufed,  and 
very  cheap.”  Perhaps  the  author  of  .he  following 
bill,  which  was  placarded  in  the  night  in  the  flreets 
of  Paris,  was  not  quite  fo  much  difpofed  to  ferve 
the  new  Government. 

“Political  Subtraction. 

From  *  •  5  •  •  Diredors 
Take*  *2, 

and  there  remain  •  •  3  •  •  Confuls : 

From  them  take*  *2, 

and  there  remains*  •  i  •  -Buonaparte  !” 

This  political  badinage  fuited  the  tafte,  the  leifure, 
the  playhilnefs  of  mind,  of  the  Parifians.  It  is  in 
Paris,  fays  an  acute  Frenchman,  that  the  French 
fhould  be  ftudied,  becaufe  they  are  more  French 
there  than  elfewhere.  Yielding,  alternatively  and 
capricioufly,  to  diffipation,  ambition,  or  what  they 
call  philofophy ;  that  is,  to  moodinefs  and  mifan- 
thropy?;  borne  away  bv  pleafure ;  tormented  now  by 
things  of  moment,  and  now  by  fanciful  frivolities, 
their  ideas  are  unconneded  and  contradidory,  yet 
fucceflively  appear  of  equal  evidence. 

At  Paris  men  feel  more  than  they  think,  ad  more 
than  they  plan,  and  plan  more  than  they  determine : 
they  efteem  only  talents  and  the  arts  of  tafte ;  they 
fcarcely  have  an  idea  of  the  neceflary  arts,  which 
they  enjoy  without  undemanding. 

In  Paris  a  certain  general  indifference  prevails, 
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v  :i ich  mule  piles  acqaaictance  rather  than  friends, 
an:  by  which  r.o  man  is  an  intruder  in  fociety,  nor 
is  ere  oecedkn  to  it;  ail  are  welcome,  no  one 
is  wanted.  Tne  extreme  cilupation  in  which  they 
jive  is  ihe  taste  tr.a:  co  mar.  is  enough  interefted 
for  another  to  be  either  c  icuit  in  choice  or  coa- 
Itartt  in  connexion. 

Men  leek  ea.h  other  lithe,  meet  with  pLeafure, 
give  a  welcome  of  vivacity,  net  of  warmth,  and 
cart  without  regret,  and  without  remembering  that 
they  have  parted. 

Manners  a:  Paris  ere  ft  that  which  the  fpirit  of 
the  government  produces  at  London;  in  fociety 
they  confound  and  equalize  ranks  which  are  difhnfh 
and  febordinaae  in  me  rate.  Ail  orders  live  in  fami¬ 
liarity  in  London,  becaufe  the  citizens  are  ait  in 
need  of  each  ether;  the;.*  are  brought  together  by 
tine  common  intereit. 

The  fame  erect  is  produced  in  Paris  by  pleasure ; 
every  man  is  welcome  who  can  pieafe :  but  there  is 
this  cirerer.ce :  equality  is  good  when  it  refult*  from 
2  principle  of  government ;  but  the  very  reverie 
when  it  re  fulls  from  manners,  for  it  is  then  only  the 
corruption  of  manners. 

Tire  great  defect  of  the  French  is,  to  be  always 
yocstg  in  character;  hence  they  are  often  2miab»e, 
but  feldom  lure.  Tr.ey  fcarcely  know  an  age  of 
maturity,  but  pafs  from  youth  to  decline.  Their  ta¬ 
lents  of  every  kind  appear  early;  they  long  lie  neg- 
leSed  from  diflipation ;  and  they  are  fcarcely 
brought  into  ufe  before  their  powers  are  loft.  Few 
among  them  enjoy  the  fupport  of  experience. 

May  no:  this  cigreffion  on  the  manners  of  the 

French  be  excufed :  If  we  find  it  neceffarv  to  form 
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a  judgment  refpeeting  an  individual,  we  afk  what 
fort  of  a  man  he  is  ?  what  i^JMS'temper J  what  is  his 
conduct?  Do  we  defina^Ocjfo^v  what  cbanges'jsqd 
circumdances  are  mq^t  likeTy  to  be  ufeful  of  agree-\ 
able  to  a  nation? — otighCiPd  doMo  ioqqirp  eonceyi-  1 
1 ' r  r  '  '  ole  i "ifcthe  proper  qtit^ 


ing  the  difpofition  of  i 
tions  were  put  by 
human  heart,  the  ftatiftics  ol 
no  longer  be  a  defideratum  of  knowlcc 
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CHAPTER  V. 

The  Second  Conful ,  Catnlaceres. — The  Third  Conful , 
Lebrun.— Proceedings  on  decreeing  a  National  Recom- 
Jienfe  to  the  Abbe  Sieyes. — Letter  cf  Si  eyes,  announcing 
his  Acceptance  of  one  of  the  National  Domains.— Me¬ 
moirs  of  Sieyes.— Roger  Discos, 

Cambaceres  was  minifter  of  juftice  at  the 
time  the  new  Confutation  appointed  him  Second 
Confu!.  Neither  of  the  other  Confuls  had  been 
men  bers  of  the  National  Convention;  Cambaceres 
was  the  only  one  out  of  the  Three,  who  had  voted 
on  the  trial  of  the  King.  He  declared  his  opinion 
that  the  King  fhould  be  confined,  but  not  executed, 
unlefs  the  Republican  territory  were  invaded  by  a 
foreign  enemy.  He  was  a  man  of  more  fuavity  of 
manners  than  vigour  of  intelle<51. 

Le  Bkun,  the  Third  Conful,  poflefled  confiderable 
talents,  and  was  one  of  the  members  of  the  Com¬ 
mittee  of  Ancients.  He  had  formerly  been  Secre¬ 
tary  to  the  Chancellor  Maupeon,  the  mod  arbi¬ 
trary  and  tyrannical  of  the  miniders  of  Louis  XV. 
He  had  the  reputation  of  uniting  application  to 
ability. 

Before  Cambaceres  and  Le  Brun  were  appointed 
Confulsunder  Buonaparte,  Sieyes  had  been  prevailed 
on  to  decline  the  Confula'.e  ;  this  was  not  difficult 
to  effeft ;  for  he  faw  that  he  was  completely  in  the 
power  of  Buonaparte,  becaufe  Buonaparte  was  the 
man  who  poflefled  the  mod  influence  with  the  peo¬ 
ple.  The  retirement  of  Sieyes  is  a  memorable  event 
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in  the  Hi  (lory  of  Fiance  fince  the  Revolution,  be- 
caufe  he  had  retained  a  very  great  lhare  of  power 
over  the  executive  Government  at  moll  periods 
fince  its  commencement,  and  he  now  fuddenly  loft 
it  altogether. 

On  the  20th  of  December  a  mefiage  was  read  to 
the  Committee  of  the  Council  of  Five  Hundred, 
Rating,  that  the  Confuls  joined  in  a  will),  unani- 
moully  rnanifefied  by  the  two  Legiflative  Commit¬ 
tees,  that  it  fUonld  decree  to  Citizen  Sieves 
a  diftinguilhed  proof  of  national  gratitude.  “  The 
Citizen,”  fays  the  mefiage,  “  who,  after  having  en¬ 
lightened  the  people  by  his  writings,  and  honoured 
the  Revolution  by  his  difinterefied  virtues,  refnfed, 
in  the  firft  itifcancc,  the  Firft  Magi fl racy,  and  tlien 
only  confented  to  accept,  in  confequence  of  his  fenfe 
of  the  dangers  by  which  it  was  furrounded,  is  af- 
furedly  worthy  of  the  diftinftion  which  it  is  your 
defire  fliould  be  conferred  upon  him,  and  which  it 
will  be  impofiible  for  him  to  refufe,  when  the  organs 
of  the  law,  fhall  have  declared  the  decifion  of  the 
Legiflature.  The  Confuls  of  the  Republic,”  it 
continues  “  for  the  purpofe  of  carrying  your  wifii 
into  effedl ;  and  in  conformity  to  the  law  of  the 
19th  Brutnaire,  fubmit  to  you  the  neceflary  and 
formal  propofition  of  decreeing  to  Citizen  Sieycs,  as 
a  pledge  of  national  gratitude,  the  right  of  property 
to  one  of  the  demains  at  the  djfpofal  of  the  Rate.” 

This  mefiage,  figned  by  Buonaparte,  and  Roger 
Ducos,  having  been  read,  was  referred  to  the  Section 
of  Finance,  who,  in  their  Report  thereon,  addrefied 
the  Committee  of  the  Council  of  Five  Hundred  to 
this  effect : 

“  It  would,  undoubtedly,  have  been  ineffedtual 
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Citizen  Reprefentatives,  for  the  glory  of  Citizen 
Sieves  to  have  enlightened  the  people  by  his  writ¬ 
ings,  to  have  done  honour  to  the  Revolution  by  his 
difinterefted  virtues,  and  to  have  fubmitted  himfelf 
to  the  heavy  burden  impofed  upon  him  by  the  office 
of  Firft  Magiftrate,  at  a  moment  only  when  the 
greatnefs  of  the  dangers  rendered  it  worthy  of  his 
moll  anxious  folicitude  to  preferve  the  French  name 
from  oblivion  and  difgrace. 

“  It  is,  without  doubt,  fufficient  for  Citizen  Sieves 
that  he  has  fucceeded,  by  the  activity  of  his  mind,  in 
re-conftrufting  the  fc'cial  edifice,  in  leaving  it  fur- 
rounded  by  the  efreem  of  the  people,  his  cotempo- 
raries ;  and,  alfo,  in  having  for  the  objedl  of  his 
curtomary  meditations  the  happinefs  of  fucceffive 
generations. 

'“But,  Citizen  Reprefentatives,  if  nothing  be  want¬ 
ing  to  complete  the  moral  deftiny  of  Citizen  Sieyes, 
is  it  not  incumbent  upon  us  to  fignalize,  by  a  link¬ 
ing  proof,  the  labours  of  that  excellent  Citizen  ?  Is 
not  the  gratitude  of  the  nation  an  inftitution  which 
preferves  facial  mechanifm  ? 

“  When,  after  centuries  of  ignorance  and  defpotifm, 
an  ufefui  difeovery,  a  happy  conception,  an  extraor¬ 
dinary  man,  a  comforter  of  the  human  race,  is  fe£n 
to  rife;  is  it  not  the  duty  of  thofe,  who,  in  fuch  a 
fitua'.ion,  find  themfelves  inverted  with  public  au¬ 
thority,  and  in  whom  the  hopes  of  the  nation  are 
concentrated,  to  confecrate  by  a  national  mark,  and 
one  which  may  addrefs  itlelf  to  every  feeling,  the 
memory  of  the  phenomenon  which  muft  ameliorate 
the  condition  of  mankind? 

“  It  is,  therefore,  Citizen  Reprefentatives,  in  the 
nature  of  an  appendix,  infeparable  from  the  political 
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inlHtution,  that  you  do  pafs  a  law  impofmg  on  Citizen 
Sieves  the  neceflity  of  accepting  a  fpecial  proof  of 
national  gratitude,  of  which  the  adtual  government 
mult  declare  itfelf  the  interpreter. 

“  In  purfuancecftnefe  commiffions,  your  Secretary 
of  Finance  propofes  to  you  the  following  projed  of 
a  Refolution 

The  Commiffion,  taking  into  confuleration  the 
urgency  with  refpeft  to  the  liability  of  every  poli¬ 
tical  inftitution,  of  confering  a  fignal  mark  of  gra¬ 
titude  on  thofe  citizens  who  had  rendered  great 
fervices  to  the  country,  adopted  the  following 

9 

RESOLUTION  : 

“  The  National  Domain  of  Crosne,  in  the  department 
of  the  Seine  and  Oire,  or  fome  other,  altogether  equivalent 
to  it,  is  decreed,  with  the  right  of  property  fully  and  en¬ 
tirely,  to  Citizen  Sieyes,  by  the  title  of  “  National 
Recompenfe.”  ■ 

Crofne,  the  elfate  thus  propofed  to  be  given  to 
Sieyes,  is  delightfully  fituated  about  four  leagues  from 
Paris,  in  a  beautiful  valley,  near  Villeneuve  St. 
George’s;  and  apart  of  its  woods  adjoin  Gros-Bois, 
the  feat  of  the  ex-direftor  Barras.  On  another  fide 
Crofne  is  bounded  by  the  foreft  of  Semart,  celebrated 
for  the  laborious  hermits,  whofe  dwellings  are  there, 
and  for  its  being  the  hunting  place  of  the  ancient 
fovereigns  of  France.  It  became  national  property 
by  the  failure  of  the  treafurer  of  war,  Serilly,  who 
bought  it  for  a  million  of  livres,  and  who  Q"'ed  vaft 
fums  to  the  nation. 

The  Committee  of  the  Council  of  Five  Hundred 
immediately  pafied  the  Refolution  which  conferred 
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Crofne  upon  Sieyes,  as  a  national  Recompenfe;  but 
which  he  could  not  take  polTeffion  of  until  the  death 
of  the  ci-divant  Marquis  and  Marchionefs  de  Brancas, 
who  had  a  life  intereft  in  it. 

Sieyes  fignified  his  acceptance  of  the  Ertate  by  the 
following 

LETTER  to  the  LEGISLATIVE  BODIES. 

“  Citizens  Representatives, 

“  The  Minifter  of  Juftice  has  juft  tranfmitted  to  me  the 
law,  decreeing  to  me  a  national  reward  : 

“  Permit  me  to  exprefs,  how  deeply  I  am  penetrated 
with  gratitude  to  you  for  fo  honourable  a  mark  of  your 
efteem.” 

(Health  and  refpedt),  “  Sieyes.” 

Few  men  who  were  engaged  in  the  Revolution 
had  more  entirely  devoted  themfelves  to  politics  than 
Sieyes ;  and  he  is  one  of  the  many  inftances  of  indi¬ 
viduals  who  have  arifen  by  talents  and  fuperior  ge¬ 
nius  to  confiderable  rank  as  rtatefmen. 

Sieyes  was  born  at  Frejus  in  the  year  1748,  the 
town  where  Buonaparte  landed  on  his  return  from 
Egypt.  Educated  for  the  priefthood  he  took  orders, 
and  became  a  cure.  He  was  preferred  to  be  a  vicar- 
general,  and  then  a  canon  :  afterwards  he  rofe  to  the 
chancellorfiiipof  the  church  of  Chartres;  and  was,  at 
length,  inverted  with  the  permanent  adminirtrative 
employment  of  counfellor  commifiary  in  Paris.  To 
this  he  was  nominated  by  the  diocefe  of  Chartres :  it 
was  never  given  but  to  the  fuperior  clergy  of  France. 
He  was  eftcemed  a  learned  civilian  and  canonirt,  and 
poftefted'  a  confiderable  {hare  of  knowledge  in  the 
belles-lettres ;  his  favourite  ftudies,  however,  were 
politics,  metaphyfics,  and  economics.  He  fpent  the 
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greateft  part  of  his  time  in  Paris,  where  he  afl’ociated 
with  D’Alembert,  Diderot,  Corulorcet,  and  the  other 
literati.  He  was  a  member  of  the  Economical  So¬ 
ciety,  which  held  its  fittings  in  the  hotpl  of  the  Chan¬ 
cellor  Seguier. 

Notwithftanding  his  excellent  qualifications  and 
connexions,  it  is  probable  that  Sieyes  would  not  have 
emerged  from  obfcurity  if  the  Revolution  had  not 
brought  him  into  a  fituation  to  difplay  his  talents. 
Being  appointed  a  deputy  to  the  States  General,  he 
began  his  career  by  the  publication  entitled,  “What 
is  the  Tiers  Etat?”  This  work  became,  at  the  time, 
the  moil  falhionable  book  in  Paris. 

After  the  meeting  of  the  Tiers  Etat  at  Verfailles, 
he  was  the  perfon  who  propofed  that  they  fliould  call 
ihemfelves  “  The  Aflembly  of  the  Reprefentatives 
of  the  French  People;”  and  he  fbpported  his  project 
with  confiderable  ability. 

When  the  mifunderftanding  between  the  orders  in 
the  States  General  afiumed  a  ferious  afpecl,  and  great 
numbers  of  troops  were  drawn  about  the  Capital, 
the  deputies  in  the  popular  intereft  had  reafon  to  be 
apprehenfive  for  their  fafety.  Sieyes,  in  the  fitting 
of  the  8th  of  July,  ftated  to  the  Aflembly,  that  no 
troops  fhould  be  allowed  to  approach  nearer  than  ten 
leagues  to  the  place  in  which  the  States  General  were 
fitting;  and  he  propofed  an  addrefs  to  the  King,  de¬ 
firing  that  he  would  order  the  troops  to  withdraw 
fiom  the  neighbourhood  of  Verfailles. 

Sometime  previoufly  to  the  month  of  Oftober, 
when  the  King  was  attacked  in  his  palace  by  the 
mob,  a  fecret  committee,  confiding  of  the  Duke  of 
Orleans,  Mirabeau,  La  Clos,  and  the  Abbe  Sieves, 

-  was  formed  in  a  village  near  Paris.  They  had  agreed 
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upon  a  fcheme  for  placing  the  Duke  of  Orleans  in  fo 
diftinguhlied  a  fituation  in  the  government,  that  he 
could  not  fail  to  have  the  command  of  the  populace, 
and,  consequently,  poflefs  a  decifive  weight  in  the  Na¬ 
tional  AfTembly;  Sieves  was  then  a  zealous  Royalift. 

In  the/year  1791,  when  it  was  thought  that  the  King, 
by  attempting  his  efcape,  had  abdicated  the  crown, 
a  combination  was  formed,  confining  of  Condorcet 
and  BrifTot  in  France,  and  of  Paine  in  England,  for 
the  publication  of  a  periodical  paper  under  the  title 
of  “  The  Republican.”  Sieyes  actually  publifhed 
fome  anfwers  to  papers  which  appeared  in  this  pub¬ 
lication,  and  declared  his  intentions  to  fupport  a  mo¬ 
narchy' againft  a  republic  by  every  means  in  his  power. 

“  It  is  faid  by  many,”  obferves  Sieyes,  in  one  of 
his  publications,  t£  that  I  am  caking  advantage  of  our 
prefen  tfituation  to  embrace  Republicanifm.  Hitherto 
no  one  has  ever  thought  ofaccufing  me  of  too  much 
flexibility  in  my  principles,  or  of  changing  my  opi¬ 
nion  eafily,  to  fuit  the  fafhion  of  the  times. 

“  Honeft  men,  to  whom  alone  I  can  addrefs  myfelf, 
have  but  three  ways  of  judging  of  the  fentiments  of 
any  perfon;  by  his  adlions,  his  words,  and  his  writ¬ 
ings.  I  offer  thefe  three  kinds  of  proof. 

“  It  is  not  to  flatter  ancient  cuftoms,  nor  through 
any  fuperfikious  regard  to  royalty,  that  I  prefer  Mo¬ 
narchy. — I  prefer  it,  becaufl;  it  is  clear  to  me  that  the 
citizen  enjoys  more  liberty  under  a  Monarchy  than 
under  a  Republic ;  every  other  motive  of  preference 
appears  peurile  to  me.  The  belt  facial  fyftem,  in  ir.y 
opinion,  is  that  by  which  not  one,  or  only  a  few,  but 
all,  tranquilly  enjoy  the  greatefi  pofnble  latitude  of 
liberty  :  if  I  difcern  this  character  in  the  monarchical 
itate,  it  is  dear  that  I  ought  to  prefer  it  above  all 
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athers;  and  I  hope  to  prove,  not  that  Monarchy  is 
preferable  in  any  particular  circumftances,  but  that, 
in  every  cafe,  men  are  more  free  under  it  than  in  a 
Republic.” 

Thefe  obfervations  were  remarked  upon  by  Paine; 
who,  in  a  Letter  to  Sieyes,  which  appeared  i.'  “  The 
Morning  Port,” pledged  himfelf  to  demonftrate,  within 
a  certain  number  of  pages  of  “  The  Republican,”  the 
converfe  of  the  propofition  that  the  Abbe  maintained ; 
and  alfo  to  prove,  that  a  Republic  was,  of  all  other 
forms,  the  belt  fuited  to  promote  the  welfare  of  the 
people. 

Sieyes  was  the  author  of  the  “  Declaration  of  the 
Rights  of  Man,”  which  was  decreed  by  the  National 
AfTembly.  It  was  written  in  his  ufual  metaphyfical 
manner,  and  excited  very  different  fenfations  in  every 
country  of  Europe.  In  179a  Sieyes  was  appointed  a 
member  of  the  National  Convention.  When,  the 
Convention  voted  the  punilhmen:  of  Louis,  fuch  was 
the  influence  of  Sieyes,  that  a  great  number  of  mem¬ 
bers  referved  themfel'ves  till  they  had  heard  his  opi¬ 
nion.  It  was,  confeqnently,  underftood,  upon  that 
opinion  would  depend  the  fate  of  the  King. — Sieyes, 
at  length,  mounted  the  tribune:  an  awful  filence  per¬ 
vaded  the  anxious  AfTembly  !  he,  however,  inter¬ 
rupted  the  folemn  paufe  with  only  five  words:  Je 
fuis  pour  la  mart “  I  am  for  death!”  and  infiantly 
withdrew. 

From  this  time  he  was  fo  far  concealed  from  the 
public  eye  that  it  was  not  known  whether  he  was 
dead  or  alive.  It  was  Laid,  by  the  Parifians,  that  he 
directed,  from  his  philofophical  retreat,  many  of  the 
atrocities  which  were  committed  under  the  reign  of 
E.obefpierre,  but  of  this  there  appears  no  proof  what- 
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ever.  From  the  death  of  this  tyrant  till  February  i/Cij, 
he  Fill  remained  behind  the  curtain,  and  did  not  ap¬ 
pear  upon  the  Fage  until  he  was  certain  there  was 
no  danger  of  the  Mountain  regaining  their  afcer.d- 
ancy.  In  order  to  make  his  apology  for  having 
thus  absented  himfelf  from  bufinefs  during  two  years, 
he  publiFied  Memoirs  of  his  own  Life,  the  fubfunce 
of  which  publication  was  to  lament  that  the  Moun¬ 
tain  party  had  abufed  his  definitions  of  the  Rights  of 
Man ;  and  to  Fate  that  his  fyFem  had  been  intended 
only  as  the  /keleton  of  civil  focietv. 

From  this  period  began  the  moF  brilliant  career 
of  Sieyes’s  public  life.  Having  obtained  the  efteem 
and  confidence  of  his  colleagues,  he  was  fixed  upon 
to  regulate  the  external  relations  of  the  Republic. 
He  it  was  who  fuggeFed  the  fcheme  of  concluding 
feparate  treaties  with  the  coalefced  powers,  with  the 
view  to  create  fuch  a  mifunderFanding  as  would 
prove  fatal  to  the  royal  confederacy.  The  fubfe- 
quent  conduit  of  the  European  cabinets  appeared 
for  a  time  to  evince  that  Sieyes  was  right  in  his  con¬ 
jectures,  and  proved,  that  a  vicar  of  Chartres  had 
outwitted  all  the  experienced  Fatefmen  in  Europe. 

The  plans  of  Sieyes  for  the  aggrandizement  of  the 
French  Republic  weredeveloped  in  April  1795.  He 
advifed  his  colleagues  to  retain  the  AuFrian  Nether¬ 
lands,  and  was  the  firF  projector  of  the  alliance  with 
Holland  :  he  went  himfelf  to  the  Hague,  as  French 
plenipotentiary,  for  the  purpofe  of  concluding  that 
famous  treaty.  Thofe  who  did  not  comprehend  the 
detigns  of  Sieyes  highly  difapproved  of  a  treaty  with  a 
petty  power,  not  geographically  united  to  France,  and 
wliofe  democratic  conFitution  had  not  been  acknow- 
by  the  King  of  Prufiia,  brother-in-law  to  the  ci-devant 
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Stadtholder.  Even  the  greater  part  of  his  colleagues, 
in  the  Committee  of  Public  Safety,  were  of  opinion 
that  the  Netherlands  fliould  lie  reftored  to  Auftria; 
and.  as  late  as  the  month  of  Aug u ft  in  that  year, 
Boifly  d’Anglois  gave  his  opinion  in  the  Committee, 
that  the  Emperor  would  rather  endanger  his  crown 
than  relinquifh  thofe  important  pofteflions.  France, 
however,  kept  them,  and  if  the  Emperor  did  endan¬ 
ger  his  crown  France  was  no  lofer  by  it. 

So  fignal  were  the  fervices  thus  performed  by 
Sieves  to  his  country,  that,  at  the  time  of  the  adop¬ 
tion  of  the  new  Conftitution,  he  was  elefted  one  of 
the  Five  members  of  the  Executive  Directory,  which 
he,  however,  declined.  In  February  1796  he  was 
appointed  a  member  of  the  National  Inftitute,  in  the 
clafs  of  melaphyfics  and  morals ;  and,  by  what  has 
been  called  an  unaccountable  Angularity  of  choice, 
ihe  very  fame  man  who  had  declined  a  place  in  the 
Executive  Direftory  of  the  Republic  accepted  of  a 
chair  of  literature  in  the  central  fchool  at  the  College 
de  Mazarine  ! 

It  was  faid,  in  May  1796,  that  Sieyes  was  the  au¬ 
thor  of  the  peace  between  the  French  Republic  and 
the  King  of  Sardinia  ;  which  is  highly  probable,  be- 
caufe  he  continued  to  direft  the  external  policy  of 
the  Dire&ory  nearly  in  the  fame  manner  as  he  for¬ 
merly  direfted  that  of  the  Committee  of  Public  Safety. 
A  treaty  fo  difgraceful  to  an  independent  fovereign 
could  fcarcely  have  been  wiflted  for  even,  by  the 
mod  inveterate  Republican. 

In  the  fpring  of  1797  he  very  narrowly  efcaped 
aflaflination,  with  apiftol,  by  the  Abbe  Poulle.  During 
the  latter  part  of  that  year  he  was  abufed  by  fuch  a 
number  of  lampoons  and  pafquinades,  that  he  was 
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obliged  to  quit  Paris  upon  the  entrance  of  the  new 
Third  into  the  Legiflature,  and  did  not  dare  to  come 
out  of  his  retreat  till  the  violent  crifis  of  the  4th  o-f 
September,  he  then  became  one  of  the  mofl  adlive 
members  of  the  Legiflature.  After  this  he  was  ap¬ 
pointed  ambafiador  to  the  court  of  Berlin,  where  he 
rendered  •efiential  fervice  to  the  Republic,  by  Lis  fuc- 
cefsful  exertions  to  preferve  the  friendfhip  of  the 
King  of  Pruffia,  which  remained  indiffoluble  during 
a  mod  momentous  conteft.  It  has  been  fuppofed, 
and  with  tolerable  confidence,  that  the  King  of  Pruffia 
was  not  unacquainted  with  the  projects  of  Sieyes  in 
regard  to  the  late  revolution  in  France :  it  is  certain 
that  a  very  extraordinary  and  marked  refpedt  was 
paid  to  this  ambafiador  ■  during  the  time  of  his  reft- 
dene'e  in  Pruffia.  During  his  million  at  Berlin  the 
anniverfary  of  the  King’s  birthday  occurred  :  Sieyes 
went  to  court;  and,  when  he  arrived,  the  other  am- 
baffadors,  who  were  there  early,  had  taken  their 
places.  The  chamberlain  of  ftate  was  much  embar- 
raffed,  not  knowing  where  to  place  the  French  en¬ 
voy  without  interrupting  the  diplomatic  coterie.  Sieyes 
immediately  faid,  “  N’  im/iorte-—\he  first  place  will  al¬ 
ways  be  that  which  is  occupied  by  the  ambafiador  of 
the  French  Republic;”  and  he  took  with  much  good 
humour  the  earlieft  vacancy  that  prefented  itfelf. 
When  he  returned  to  France  ;  the  King  not  only  at¬ 
tended  him  in  perfon  to  the  frontiers  of  his  territory, 
but  prefented  him  with  his  portrait,  fet  in  gold,  and 
richly  ornamented  with  diamonds. 

On  Sieyes  arriving  in  France  from  Pruffia  he  was 
elected  one  of  the  Directory,  where  his  influence  was 
unbounded ;  and  he  gave  accelerated  motion  to  the 
wheels  of  government.  Thus  fituated,  he  found  little 
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difficulty  in  obtaining  means  in  conjunction  with 
Buonaparte  to  effeCt  the  late  revolution.  He  had 
fufficient  influence  not  only  in  the  Directory  but  in 
the  Councils  to  carry  almoft  any  meafure  he  chofe. 
This  influence  he  turned  to  the  accompliflimer.t  of 
his  defigns,  without,  at  that  time,  being  fufpeCted 
of  any  intentions  inimical  to  the  conftitution,  which 
we  now  fee  it  was  his  fixed  determination  to  de- 
ftroy. 

Sieves  does  not  at  any  time  appear  to  have  pof- 
feffied  the  affections  of  the  French  people.  Never 
humouring  their  follies,  and  referved  and  ambitious, 
they  always  viewed  him  with  jealoufy  ;  the  alfift' 
a  nee  of  a  man  poft'efTed  of  Buonaparte's  popularity 
feemed  abfoiutely  necefTary  to  the  fuccefs  of  his 
projeCts. 

The  Confular,  as  well  as  each  preceding  confti¬ 
tution,  was  aferibed  to  Sieyes.  He  certainly  contri¬ 
buted  much  towards  it ;  and  his  experience  in  this 
department  of  political  fcience  is  celebrated  by  Ed¬ 
mund  Burke,  in  language  which  that  luminous 
writer  did  not  intend  fiiould  be  taken  for  praife. 
“  Abbe  Sieyes”  obferves  he,  “  has  whole  r.efts  of 
pigeon-holes  full  of  conllitutions  ready  made,  ticketed, 
lotted,  and  numbered,  fuited  to  every  feafon  and 
every  fancy ;  l'ome  with  the  top  of  the  pattern  at 
t.ie  bottom,  and  fome  with  the  bottom  at  the  tap; 
tome  plain,  fome  flowered  ;  fome  diftinguiflied  for 
their  fimplicitv,  others  for  their  complexity  ;  fome  of 
blood-colour  ;  fome  of  bone  de  Paris  ;  fome  with  di¬ 
rectories,  others  without  a  direction ;  fome  with 
councils  of  elders,  and  councils  of  youngers ;  fome 
without  any  council  at  all :  fome  where  the  electors 
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choofe  the  reprefentatives,  others  where  the  repre¬ 
sentatives  choofe  the  ele<Stors ;  fome  in  long  coats, 
and  fome  in  fhort  cloaks;  fome  with  pantaloons; 
fome  with  breeches;  fome  with  five  Ihilling  quali¬ 
fications;  fome  totally  unqualified!  So  that  no 
conftitution  fancier  may  go  unfuited  from  this 
fhop,  &c.” 

The  meed  of  patriotifm  has  been  afcribed  to  Sieyes, 
for  having  facrificed  his  power  to  the  fecurity  and 
tranquillity  of  the  French  nation.  It  is,  however, 
the  general  opinion,  that  he  had  difclofed  his  views 
to  Buonaparte  too  far  to  retreat ;  that  he  did  not 
difcover  his  error  till  it  was  too  late ;  that  he  after¬ 
wards  repented  giving  Buonaparte  his  affiftance  to 
his  own  ultimate  exclufion  from  the  government ; 
and  that  his  acceptance  of  the  eftate  of  Crofne  was 
merely  becaufe  he  was  not  in  a  condition  to  make 
any  better  terms  with  Buonaparte.  Never  was 
man  more  belied  than  Sieyes  if  by  his  elevation  of 
Buonaparte  he  did  not  unintentionally  commit  poli¬ 
tical  filicide. 

The  Confervative  Senate  afterwards  chofe  Sieyes 
their  Prefident;  but  his  career  as  a  ftatefman  had 
ended.  He,  at  length,  became  a  fimple  fenator. 

The  ex-dire£tor  and  ex-conful,  Roger  Ducos, 
had  ferved  in  conjunction  with  Sieyes ;  and,  at  his 
mitigation,  affilled  the  advancement  of  Buonaparte ; 
he  was  only  of  confequence  to  them  from  his  offi¬ 
cial  fituation.  He  was  unknown  nearly  by  name 
until  he  had  been  appointed  a  dire&or;  and,  although 
efteemed  an  honeft  man,  he  difplayed  very  little 
judgment  or  ability  in  his  official  fituation.  Buona¬ 
parte  affigned  him  a  feat  in  one  of  the  Councils, 
where  he  was  afterwards  chofen  prefident. 
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CHAP.  VI. 

Important  Proceeding  *f  the  Co> filar  Gova  nment. — 
f^aiiotts  intending  Proclamations  to  the  Armies,  &c. 

Power  has  been  faicl  to  have  an  unknown,  an 
occult  quality,  w  hich  depraves  and  fecrctlv  operates 
a  change  in  the  pureft  intentions  of  the  mind,  but 
power  is  merely  the  being  .at  liberty  to  aft  in  the 
way  mod  agreeable  lo  the  difpofition  ;  and  hence,  a 
man  who  attains  power  is  free  to  aft  well  or  ill, 
according  as  he  chool'es  of  good  or  of  evil.  If,  then, 
any  peri'ons  who  in  driving  for  power,  make  profefi- 
fions  of  purity,  and,  when  they  have  attained  their 
object,  become  politically  profligate,  it  is  net  the 
poflelfion  of  power  that  has  changed  their  difpofi¬ 
tion,  it  is  the  difpofition  {hewing  itfelf  for  the  firft 
time  after  it  could  be  indulged  in  fafetv,  and  without 
the  fear  of  controul. 

The  annals  of  hiftory,  and,  unfortunately,  the  hif- 
tory  of  our  own  times,  abound  with  inftances  of 
men  protefting,  in  the  face  of  all  the  wmrld,  againft 
the  wanton  abufe  of  power  and  of  influence,  and, 
afterwards,  on  attaining  power,  inftead  of  exercifing 
it  for  the  public  good,  fhamelefsly  proftituting  them- 
lelves,  and  facrificing  their  honed  fupporters  to  bafe 
and  corrupt  purpofes.  With  fome  of  the  profef- 
fions  of  Buonaparte  we  are  acquainted ;  we  alfo 
partly  know  with  what  view  fome  of  them  were 
made,  and  how  they  were  kept;  and  now,  on  his 
having  attained  fovereign  power,  we  lhall  have  to 
dbferve  his  other  profeflions,  and  to  examine  if  his 
conduft  be  confident. 
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A  Decree  of  the  Confuls  on  the  3d  Nivofe'  (24th 
December)  arranged  the  Council  of  State.  It  was 
a  general  afterr.bly,  compofed  of  from  thirty  to  forty 
•members;  the  firft  Conful  was  Frefident,  and  in 
his  abfence  one  of  the  two  other  Confuls.  The 
miniflers  were  allowed  to  aflift  at  its  fittings,  but  not 
to  vote.  The  Counfellors  of  State  were  divided  into 
five  fe&ions.  1.  Finance.  2.  Civil  and  Criminal 
Legiflation.  3.  War.  4.  Marine.  5.  The  Interior. 
The  different  laws  propofed  by  the  minifiers  were 
to  originate  in  the  feftions;  and  when  a  law  had 
been  drawn  up  in  proper  form  the  Confuls  were  to 
be  informed  of  if,  and  the  Firll  Conful  was  to  con¬ 
voke  the  General  Affimbly  of  the  Council  of  State, 
where  the  project  of  the  law  was  to  be  difcufTtd, 
and  the  opinion  of  the  fitting  thereon  was  to  be 
tranfmPted  to  the  Confuls.  If  the  Confuls  approved 
the  law,  it  was  to  be  referred  by  them  to  the  Le- 
giflative  Body,  by  one  or  more  orators  chofen  by 
the  Ccnfuls.  The  Council  of  State  were  likewife 
empowered  to  decide  on  differences  arifing  between 
the  Adminiflration  and  the  Tribunals,  and  to  explain 
the  meaning  of  the  laws  on  queflions  propofed  by 
the  Confuls.  Each  of  the  Counfellors  of  State  was 
entitled  to  a  lalary  of  25,000  livres.  General  Brune 
was  appointed  Prefident  of  the  Section  of  War; 
Admiral  Gantheaume  Prefident  of  the  Marine;  De- 
fermont,  Prefident  of  the  Finances  ;  Boulay  Prefi¬ 
dent  of  Jufiice;  Rcederer  Prefident  of  the  Section 
of  the  Interior;  Citizen  Chaptal  received  the  ap¬ 
pointment  of  Minifter  of  Public  Inftruftion;  Citi¬ 
zen  Dufrefne  Minifter  of  the  Treafury;  Citizen 
Regnier  Minifter  of  the  National  Domains;  Citizen 
Localies  had  the  fuperintendance  of  the  Colonies ; 
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and  Citizen  Cretet  was  charged  with  the  adminiftra- 
tion  of  the  Public  Works;  Lucien  Buonaparte  was 
appointed  Minifter  of  the  Interior;  and  Abrial  Mi- 
nifter  of  Juftice;  thofc  of  the  other  departments 
were  re-appointed. 

An  immenfe  concourfe  of  citizens  attended  the 
inftallation  of  the  Confuls,  which  was  performed  on 
the  4th  Nivofe,  with  great  pomp.  The  Council  of 
S.afe  held  their  firft  fitting,  and  the  Firft:  Confut 
prefided,  accompanied  by  the  other  Confuls  and  the 
Minifters  of  the  Government,  who  prefented  their 
diffeient  reports.  In  the  evening  the  following  Pro¬ 
clamation  was  difperfed  in  great  quantities  through¬ 
out  all  the  Departments. 

“Liberty!  Equality!' 

“  In  the  Name  of  the  French  People. 

"  The  4th  Nivose,  (25th  of  December,  1799,)  8th 
Year  of  the  French  Republic,  one  and  indivisible. 
«  Bonaparte,  Firfi  Confut  of  the  Republic,  ta  the 
F  aench. 

“  To  render  the  Republic  dear  to  the  citizens,  refpec- 
table  to  foreigners,  and  formidable  to  the  enemy,  fuch  are 
the  duties  which  we  nave  contra&ed  by  accepting  the  Firft 
Magiftracy. 

“  The  citizens  will  always  cherilh  the  Republic,  if  the 
laws  and  the  adfs  of  authority  are  conftantiy  diftirguilhed 
by  order,  by  juftice,  and  by  moderation. 

“Without  order  admii.iftration  is  but  conftifion  ;  no 
revenue,  no  public  credit,  the  refources  of  the  ftate  and 
private  fortunes  are  loft. 

“  Without  juftice,  there  are  nothing  but  fa&ions,  ty» 
rants,  and  victims. 

“  Moderation  ftamps  an  auguit  charaffer  upon  govern¬ 
ments  and  n  1  ns.  It  is  always  ftrong,  and  infures  per** 
manency  to  fecial  inftitutions. 

*  3 
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“  The  Republic  will  be  refpeCted  by  foreigners  if  ffie 
refpeCts  their  independence  as  well  as  her  own  ;  if  her 
engagements,  prepared  by  wifdom,  and  contracted  with, 
fincerity,  are  faithfully  fulfilled. 

“  She  will  be  formidable  to  the  enemy,  if  her  armies 
and  her  fleets  are  well  difciplined  and  well  commanded  j 
^if  every  foldier  and  every  failor  lives  always  as  happy  as 
in  the  bcfom  of  his  own  family,  with  a  conftant  fuccef- 
fion  of  virtues  and  of  glory ;  if  every  officer,  inftrufted 
by  a  long  application,  is  regularly  promoted,  as  a  reward 
for  his  talents  and  his  fervices. 

“  On  fuch  principles  depend  the  liability  of  govern¬ 
ment,  the  fuccefs  of  commerce  and  of  agriculture  ;  the 
greatnefs  and  profperity  of  nations. 

“  According  to  fuch  principles  we  lhall  be  judged. 

"  Frenchmen  !  we  have  told  you  our  duties,  it  will  be 
for  you  to  tell  us  whether  we  have  fulfilled  them*. 

(Signed)  “Bonaparte. 

“  By  the  Firft  Conful’s  command, 

“  Bernard  Hogues  Maret,  Secretary  of  State.” 

But,  whilft  he  thus  addrefftd  “  the  French  peo¬ 
ple,”  Buonaparte  knew  the  means  which  were  eflen- 
tial  to  their  unanimity.  He  knew,  that,  amidft  fac¬ 
tions,  the  power  that  would  cement  the  people  was 
force,  and  not  opinion  ;  he  knew  that  he  appealed  to 
the  people  again!!  every  conviction,  but  what  arms 
impofed  upon  them,  and  that  upon  the  “  French 
army ”  depended  the  liability  of  the  Government. 
The  arming  of  the  citizens  had  long  been  aban¬ 
doned  ;  for,  although  fome  were  permitted  to  form 
themfelves  into  armed  bands,  yet  they  were  fo  few, 
when  compared  with  the  numbers  which  rulhed 
forward,  at  the  commencement  of  the  Revolution, 
againfi:  the  common  enemy,  that,  had  they  oppej'ed 
any  meafure  of  the  Government,  a  few  regiment* 
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could  have  cut  them  to  pieces.  The  people  had 
been  difarmed  becaufe  every  faction  found  itfelf  at 
the  head  of  an  army,  every  difguft  excited  commo¬ 
tion,  and  every  commotion  became  a  civil  war. 

The  foldiery,  who  had  been  of  the  people,  and 
formerly  mingled  with  the  people,  were  now  fepa- 
rated  from  them,  and  their  entire  dependence  and 
attachment  to  the  Executive  Government  were  by 
no  means  aufpicious  to  liberty ;  for  though,  by  cir- 
cumftances  and  fituation,  they  might  even  be  en¬ 
titled  to  a  fhare  of  any  freedom  the  people  poflefled, 
yet,  the  people  had  no  fecurily  that  the  army  would 
not  affift  in  the  execution  of  meafures  that  might 
enflave  their  kindred  and  their  country.  The  army 
of  Cefar  deltroyed  the  Roman  republic,  and  the 
army  of  Cromwell  diffblved  the  fittings  of  the  re- 
prefentatives  of  the  people  of  England;  and  though 
the  French  foldiers  had  fought  for  the  independence 
of  their  country,  the  people  were  neither  lure  that 
they  would  not  turn  their  arms  again!!  their  fellow 
citizens,  at  the  inftigation  of  an  afpiring  Chief,  nor 
that  a  military  tyranny  would  not  be  eftablifiied  upon 
the  ruins  of  former  dei'potifms. 

Aware  that  the  confolidation  of  power  could  not  be 
effected  amidft  the  ftruggle  of  fadions,  Buonaparte 
courted  the  applaufe  of  the  army  and  the  good-wil 
of  the  generals.  Various  promotions  fecured  him 
the  approbation  of  his  officers ;  and  largefles  and 
rewards,  and  the  following  Proclamation,  profufely 
diftributed  through  the  ranks,  flattered  the  vanity 
and  excited  the  emulation  of  the  private  men  : 


68 


THE  LIFE  OF 


“  Bonaparte,  Firjl  Conful  of  the  Republic,  to  the 
French  Sold:ers. 

“  Soldiers ! 

“  When  I  promifed  peace  to  the  French  nation,  I 
fpoke  your  fentiments  ;  I  knew  your  courage  :  you  are 
the  fame  men  who  conquered  Holland,  the  Rhine,  and 
Italy,  and  who  commanded  peace  before  the  walls  of  ter¬ 
rified  Vienna. 

“  Soldiers !  you  mud  not  defend  your  frontiers  now  ; 
you  muft  invade  the  territories  of  your  enemy. 

“  There  vs  not  one  among  you  who  has  not  made  fc- 
veral  campaigns,  who  is  not  convinced  that  the  firft  qua¬ 
lity  of  a  foldier  is  that  of  putting  up  with  inconvenien- 
cies  without  regret. 

“  Several  years  of  a  bad  adminiftration  cannot  be  ef¬ 
faced  in  a  day. 

“  Firft  Magiftrate  of  the  Republic,  it  will  be  highly 
gratifying  to  me  m  letting  the  whole  nation  know  which 
are  the  troops  entitled  by  their  diftipline  and  their  cou¬ 
rage,  to  be  proclaimed  the  defenders  of  the  country. 

“Soldiers!  in  due  time  1  will  be  among  you;  and 
Europe  lhall  remember  that  you  belong  to  a  race  of 
heroes. 

(Signed)  “BONAPARTE,” 

Paris,  25th  Dec.  8th  Year. 

Mafiena,  who  had  been  appointed  to  the  command 
of  the  army  of  Italy,  was  introduced  to  his  com¬ 
rades  by  a  meflage  of  the  Firft  Conful ;  a  recom¬ 
mendation  flattering  tc  the  new  commandant,  be- 
caufe  it  was  well  received  by  the  foluiers.  Buona¬ 
parte  had  fought  with  them,  and  conquered  with 
them ;  they  owed  their  victories  to  his  valour  and 
his  genius,  and  they  hailed  with  refpedt,  and  cheered 
with  enthufiafm  the  following 
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PROCLAMATION. 

“  Bon  a  r  arte,  Firjl  Conful  of  the  Republic,  to  the  Army 
of  Italy. 

“  Soldiers ! 

“  The  circumftances  which  keep  me  at  the  head  of 
government  hinder  me  from  being  among  you. 

“  Your  wants  are  great  :  every  meafure  is  taken  to  af- 
fift  you. i  J 

“  The  firrt  qualities  of  a  fsldier  are  conftancy  and  difei- 
pline  :  courage  comes  next. 

“  Soldiers !  fcveral  corps  have  deferted  their  ports  ; 
they  have  been  deaf  to  the  voice  of  their  officers.  The 
17th  light  demi-brigade  is  among  the  number. 

“  Are  then  the  heroes  of  Caftiglione,  of  Rivoli,  and 
of  Newmarck  all  dead  i  they  would  have  periflnd  rather 
than  defert  their  banners ;  and  they  would  have  prevailed 
on  their  young  comrades  to  remain  faithful  to  their  ho¬ 
nour  and  to  their  duty. 

“  Soldiers  !  you  fay  that  you  are  often  deprived  of  your 
allowance:  what  would  you  have  done,  if,  like  the  light 
4th  and  i2d,  and  the  i8th  and  3sd  demi-brigades  of  the 
line,  you  had  found  yourfelves  in  the  midlt  of  a  defart, 
without  bread  or  water,  eating  hotfe’s  and  mule’s  flefh  ? 
Fiflory  •will give  us  bread,  they  faid  ;  and  you  !  you  de- 
fert  your  banners ! 

“  Soldiers  of  the  army  of  Italy,  a  new  General  (Maf- 
fena)  commands  you  ;  he  was  always  the  foremofl  in  your 
moft  glorious  days.  Rely  on  him  ;  he  will  foon  again 
render  you  victorious. 

“  I  lhall  order  that  a  daily  report  be  made  to  me  about 
the  conduCt  of  all  the  corps,  and  chiefly  of  the  light  17th 
and  of  the  63d  of  the  line  demi-brigades.  They  will  re- 
colleCt  my  former  confidence  in  them. 

(Signed)  “  Bonaparte.” 

“  The  general,  commander  in  chief  of  the  army  of 
Italy,  (hall  direCt  that  the  above  Proclamation  of  the 
Firft  Conful  of  the  Republic  be  mentioned  and  inferted 
in  the  general  orders,  and  read  to  every  company. 

“Alex.  Bekthier,  Minifter  of  War;’' 


70 


THE  LIFE  a  r 


An  elegant  fabre  which  had  been  intended  as 
prefent  to  the  Grand  Seignior,  until  the  expedition 
to  Egypt  had  rendered  French  prefents  unacceptable 
to  the  Porte,  was  fent  to  General  St.  Cyr,  by  the 
Order  of  Buonaparte. 

“  In  the  Name  of  the  French  People. 

“  5th  Nivose,  (26th  of  Dec.)  8th  Year  of  the  Republic. 
"  Bonaparte,  Firjl  Conful  of  the  Republic ,  to  the  Ge¬ 
neral  of  Di-vi/ion,  St.  Cyr. 

“  The  Minifter  of  War  has  informed  me,  Citizen  Ge¬ 
neral,  of  the  viftory  which  you  have  obtained  over  the 
left  wing  of  the  Auftrian  army. 

“  Receive,  $  a  mark  of  my  fatisfafiion,  a  beautiful 
fabre,  which  you  will  wield  when  you  fight  our  enemies. 

“  Let  the  foldiers  under  your  command  know  that  I  am 
fatisfied  with  their  conduct,  and  that  I  hope  to  be  fo  much 
more  (fill. 

*•  The  Minifter  of  War  fends  to  you  the  commiftion  of 
firft  lieutenant  of  the  army. 

“  Rely  on  my  efteem  and  on  my  friendftiip. 

(Signed)  w  Bonaparte.” 

St.  Domingo,  that  important  colony,  wherein  in- 
furredli  n  had  reared  itfelf  in  various  forms,  de¬ 
manded  the  regard  of  the  new  Government ;  and 
the  inhabitants  attached  to  the  French  intereft  were, 
unexpectedly,  gratified  by  a  conciliatory 

ADDRESS. 

“  The  Confuls  of  the  French  Republic  to  the  Citizens 
of  St.  Domingo. 

“  CITIZENS  1 

“  A  Conftitutior.  which  could  not  fupport  itfelf  againft 
multiplied  violations,  is  replaced  by  a  new  compact,  deftined 
to  confirm  liberty. 

“  The  91ft  article  imports  that  the  French  Colo¬ 
nies  lhall  be  governed  by  their  exifting  laws. 

“  This  difpofition  refults  from  the  nature  of  things, 
and  the  difference  of  climate. 
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“  The  difference  of  habits,  manners,  ami  interefts  of 
foil,  culture  and  produftions,  requires  particular  modifi¬ 
cations. 

■  • 

“  One  of  the  firft  a£Vs  of  the  new  Lcgiflature  fhall  be 
fimplifying  the  laws  deftmed  to  govern  you. 

“  Far  from  their  being  a  fubjeft  of  alarm  to  you,  you 
will  perceive  in  them  the  wtfdom  and  profound  know¬ 
ledge  which  animate  the  Legiflators  of  France. 

“  The  Confuls  of  the  Republic,  in  informing  you  of 
the  new  Conlf itution,  declare  to  you,  that  the  lacred  prin¬ 
ciples  of  liberty  and  equality  of  the  Blacks,  lhall  never 
fuffer  the  fmalleft  alteration. 

“  If,  in  the  colony  of  St.  Domingo,  there  be  ftill  dif- 
affedled  men,  who  correfpond  with  our  enemies ;  brave 
Blacks  I  remember  that  only  the  French  people  acknow¬ 
ledge  your  liberty  and  the  equality  of  your  rights. 

(Signed)  “  Bonaparte.” 

General  Augereau  received  the  command  of  the 
army  of  Holland,  which  was  announced  to  him  by 
a  public  a<£l  of  the  Firft  Conful. 

"  Bonapartk,  Firji  Conful  of  the  Republic, toG  ENEral 

Augereau,  Commander  in  Chief  of  the  French  army 

in  Holland. 

“  Paris,  the  8th  Nivose,  8th  Year  (29th  Dec.  1799.) 

"  I  have  promoted  you,  Citizen  General,  to  the  im¬ 
portant  ftation  of  Commander  in  Chief  of  the  French 
army  in  Holland. 

“•  In  every  a£f  which  fuch  a  command  may  require  of 
you,  always  Ihew  yourfelf  above  all  thofe  pitiful  debates, 
which  unfortunately,  for  theft:  ten  years,  have  been  the 
caufe  of  the  internal  diffentions  in  France. 

“  The  glory  of  the  Republic  is  due  to  the  blood  of  our 
comrades :  we  do  not  belong  to  any  fattion,  but  to  the 
whole  nation. 

“  Should  circumftances  compel  me  to  put  myfelf  at  the 
head  of  an  army,  you  may  reft  allured  that  I  will  not 


THE  LIFE  OF 


72 

leave  you  in  Holland,  for  I  fhall never  forget  the  brilliant 
attion  at  Caftiglione. 

“  I  falute  you. 

(Signed)  “Bonaparte.” 

A  mofl:  important  Proclamation  alfo  preceded  the 
march  of  a  large  military  force  into  the  Weller  a 
Departments : 

PROCLAMATION. 

“Liberty!  Equality! 

"7th  Nivose,  (December  28th)  eighth  Year  of 
the  French  Republic,  one  and  indivisible 
“  The  Confuls  of  the  Republic  to  the  inhabitants  of  the 
IVeJlern  Departments. 

“  An  impious  war  threatens  again  with  defolation  the 
Weftern  Departments  :  it  is  the  duty  of  the  ftrft  magif- 
trates  of  the  Republic  to  flop  its  progrefs,  and  to  deftroy 
its  very  caufe.  But  they  will  not  employ  compulfion,  be¬ 
fore  the  means  of  perfuafion  and  of  juftice  be  exhaufted. 

“  The  authors  of  thofe  commotions  are  the  fenfelefs 
tools  of  two  men,  who  have  neither  honoured  their  rank, 
by  virtues  nor  their  misfortunes  by  achievements.  They 
are  defpifed  by  foreign  courts,  whole  hatred  they  have 
kindled  without  fucceeding  to  engage  them  fairly  in  their 
behalf. 

“  Thofe  tools  are  traitors  paid  by  England,  and  fubfer- 
vient  to  its  rage;  or  merely  robbers,  who  are  eager  to 
avail  themfelves  of  political  difTentions  in  order  to  enfure 
plunder  and  impunity  to  their  crimes. 

“  To  fuch  men  government  will  not  make  any  de¬ 
claration  of  principles,  nor  fhew  any  kind  of  indulg¬ 
ence. 

“  But  there  are  Citizens,  dear  to  the  country,  who  have 
been  milled,  and  to  whom  it  is  but  juftice  to  explain  the 
true  principles  of  the  prefent  Government. 

“  Unjuft  laws  have  been  enacted  and  enforced  ;  arbi¬ 
trary  adls  have  alarmed  the  fafety  of  citizens,  and  the 
freedom  of  religious  opinions.  Many  perfons  throughout 
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France,  have  been  infcribed  on  tha  fatal  -lifts  of  Emigrants, 
although  they  had  never  abandoned  their  country,  nor 
even  their  houfes.  In  fhor c,  the  chief  principles  of  focial 
order  have  been  violated. 

“  With  a  view  ro  atone  for  thofe  violations  and  thofe 
errors,  the  French  nation  has  proclaimed  and  acknow¬ 
ledged  a  government  grounded  on  the  facred  principles  of 
liberty,  of  equality,  and  of  the  reprefentative  fyftem. 

“  The  conftant  wilh,  as  well  as  the  intereft  and  the 
glory  of  the  F irft  Magiftrates,  whom  the  people  have  in- 
llituted,  will  tend  to  heal  up  all  the  wounds  of  the  revo¬ 
lution.  And  fuch  a  wifti  has  been  already  known  by  all 
thofe  who  have  paid  any  attention  to  their  firft  afis. 

“  Thus  the  difaftrous  law  of  the  forced  loan,  the  dill 
more  difaftrous  law  of  hoftages,  have  been  repealed.  Se¬ 
veral  perfons,  tranfported  without  trial  or  judgment,  have 
been  reftored  to  their  families.  Every  day  is,  and  will  be, 
marked  by  a£ts  of  juftice.  And  the  Council  of  State  is 
conftantly  employed  to  devife  the  repeal  of  bad  laws,  and 
a  better  mode  of  taxation. 

“  The  Confuls  declare  further,  that  the  liberty  of  pub¬ 
lic,  worfhip  is  eftablilhed  by  the  Conftitution;  that  no  ma- 
giftrate  can  interrupt  it  ;  that  no  man  can  tell  to  another, 

• — Thou  Jhalt  not  ivorjhip  fa,  and  but  on  fuch  a  day. 

“The  law  of  the  nth  Prairial,  third  year,  (May  31, 
1795,)  which  allows  the  meetings  in  the  churches,  fhail 
be  enforced. 

“  Every  department  muft  be  equally  governed  bv  the 
general  laws  ;  but  the  Firft  Magiftrates  will  alwa\  s  allow  a 
more  confiderable  fhare  of  encouragement  to  agriculture, 
to  manufaftures  and  commerce,  to  thofe  departments  where 
the  civil  war  has  raged. 

“  Government  will  pardon  thofe  who  will  repent ;  its 
indulgence  will  have  no  bounds.  But  whoever,  after  this 
Declaration,  will  ftill  dare  to  refill  the  nationalfovereignty, 
fhail  find  no  mercy. 

NO.  XXXIX. — -VOL.  IV. 
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“  Frenchmen  !  inhabitants  of  the  Weftern  departments, 
ftand  by  a  conftitution  which  trufts  to  the  magiftrates  it 
has  inftituted,  the  means  and  the  duty  to  protect  the  citi¬ 
zens,  who  can  alfo  abide  by  juft  and  conftant  laws. 

“  Let  thofe  who  have  at  heart  the  glory  of  France  fe- 
parate  themfelves  from  fuch  men  as  would  ftill  endeavour 
to  miflead  them,  in  order  to  reduce  them  under  a  tyran¬ 
nical  yoke  or  a  foreign  defpotifm. 

“  Let  the  peaceful  country-people  enter  their  homes 
again,  and  re-aftume  their  ufeful  labours;  they  muft  not 
liften  to  the  infmuations  of  thofe  who  would  wifli  to  fee 
them  again  under  the  fcedal  flavery. 

“  If,  in  fpite  of  all  the  meafures  adopted  by  Govern¬ 
ment,  fome  men  could  ftill  be  found  daring  enough  to 
provi  ke  the  civil  war,  the  Firft  Magiftrates  would  then  be 
fad Iv  compelled  to  force  them  to  fubmillion. 

“dBut  fuch  will  not  be  the  cafe.  Every  man  will  only 
feel  the  love  of  his  country.  The  minifters  of  a  God  of 
Peace  will  be  the  firft  to  advife  and  bring  about  a  recon¬ 
ciliation.  Let  them  be  the  teachers  of  thofe  precepts  which 
they  learnt  from  their  Divine  Mafter :  Let  them  go  into 
thofe  churches  which  are  again  opened  for  them,  offer, 
with  their  felL.v  citizens,  thofe  prayers  which  will  atone 
for  the  crimes  of  the  war,  and  for  the  blood  it  has  fpilt. 

(Signed)  The  Firft  Conful,  Bonaparte. 

“  By  the  Firft  Conful’s  commands, 

“  The  Secretary  of  State,  Hughes  Bernard  Maret. 

“  The  Minifter  of  Juftice,  Aerial.” 

Thefe,  and  various  other  official  declarations  and 
addreffes  of  the  Government,  were  received  by  the 
people  with  complacency.  They  faw  the  Chief 
Conl'ul  armed  with  more  than  fufficient  power  to  en¬ 
force  the  obedience  of  his  Decrees,  and,  whilft  his 
a£is  were  tempered  by  juftice,  and  promifed  fecurity 
to  the  peaceable  citizens,  no  one  had  any  right  or 
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inclination  to  complain  that  the  refra&ory  were 
threatened  and  pun;rhed. 

Buonaparte,  vviiilft  conciliating  the  difpofition  of 
the  French  people,  received  from  the  Burgomahers 
of  Hamburgh  a  fubmifBve  appeal  on  the  unfortunate 
arreft  of  Napper  Tandy,  and  his  comrades  in  that 
city.  They  deprecated  the  difpleafure  of  the  new 
Government,  and  hoped  that  the  Confuls  would  ex¬ 
culpate  thctfi  from  the  charges  of  infuit  to  the  French 
nation,  and  relieve  the  inhabitants  from  the  appre- 
henfions  of  feverity  which  were  entertained  from  the 
violent  denunciations  of  the  Directory ;  the  anfwer 
of  Buonaparte  was  as  concife,  as  thei  letter  of  the 
Hamburghers  was  verbofe : 

“  Your  letter  Gentlemen,”  faid  he,  “  is  no  juftification 
of  your  conduct. ” 

“  It  is  by  courage  and  virtue  that  ftates  are  preferved, 
cowardice  and  vice  prove  their  ruin. 

“  You  have  violated  the  laws  of  hofpitality ;  fiich  a 
violation  would  not  have  taken  place  among  the  barbarian 
hordes  of  the  defart.  Your  fellow  citizens  will  impute  it 
to  you  as  an  eternal  reproach. 

“  The  two  unfortunate  men  whom  you  have  given  up 
will  die  illuftrious;  but  their  blood  will  be  a  fource  of 
greater  evils  to  their  perfecutors,  than  could  be  brought 
upon, them  by  a  whole  army.” 

The  hopes  of  the  Hamburghers  were  abated  by 
the  firmnefs  of  the  Chief  Conful;  and,  as  they  could 
not  efcape  the  vengeance  of  the  Republic,  they 
awaited  it  in  fadnefs  and  in  filence. 
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'  CHAPTER  VII. 

State  of  the  Catholic  Chrtrch  in  France  during  the 
Revolution. — Hopes  of  the  Religious  on  the  Appointment 
of  the  Confuls.— Struggles  of  the  fpiritual  Factions  for 
Afcendaticy . — Catholic  Quefion . —  Anecdote  of  an  Englifi 
Law  Lord — Treatment  of  Rope  Pius  HI. — Government 
of  Rome. 


At  the  time  the  Confular  Confutation  was  adopt¬ 
ed,  there  were  in  the  different  departments  of  the 
Republic  from  thirty-five  to  forty  thoufand  churches 
wherein  divine  fervice  had  been  regularly  performed. 
It  is  a  grofs  error  to  fuppofe  that  the  Chriftian  Re¬ 
ligion  was  at  any  time  extinguiftied  in  France. 

The  laft  general  alfembly  of  the  clergy  of  France, 
held  in  1789,  prefented  fa&s  which  announced  that 
the  neceflity  of  reforming  abufes  was  felt,  and  that 
the  epoch  when  a  reform  would  take  place  was  fore- 
feen.  In  this  alfembly  feveral  bifhops  fpoke  with 
much  force  on  the  fubjedt. 

The  difaftrous  (late  of  the  finances,  occafioned  a 
deficit  which  it  was  neceftary  to  make  good.  The 
enormous  eftates  of  the  clergy  excited  the  envy  of 
the  people,  and  every  eye  regarded  it  as  a  mean  to 
be  employed  in  the  liquidation  of  the  national  debt. 

In  the  Monileur,  and  other  journals  of  the  time, 
may  be  feen  what  iuccefiive  fteps  gradually  led  to 
the  abolition  of  tythes,  and  the  decificn  which  placed 
the  eftates  of  the  clergy  at  the  difpofal  of  the  nation. 

The  civil  ccnftitution  of  the  clergy  was  a  feveic 
check  given  to  many  abufes.  It  feemed  to  reftore 
to  th°  Gallican  Church  the  difcipline  of  the  firft 
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ages.  It  fnatched  from  the  Pope  the  power  of  giv¬ 
ing  the  canonical  inftitution  to  bifhops ;  and  thofe 
who  taxed  with  novelty  this  corrltitution,  were  re¬ 
ferred  to  hillorv  for  proofs,  that,  hiring  twelve  hun¬ 
dred  years,  bifhops  received  the  canonical  inflitu- 
tion  from  the  metropolitans  and  not  from  the  Pope; 
that  to  tax  with  intrufion  the  conflitutional  bifhops, 
and  to  condemn  them  becaufe  they  had  received 
that  inflitution  from  the  metropolitans,  was  to  con¬ 
demn  the  firft  twelve  centuries  of  Chriftianity. 

This  civil  conftitution  ferved  as  a  pretext  to  the 
dignified  clergy,  irritated  at  the  lofs  of  their  eflates, 
for  concerting  a  combined  refiftance  to  the  new 
laws,  in  the  hope  that  this  refinance  would  lead  to  a 
fubverfion  which  would  reftore  to  them  their  riches. 
Thence  the  refufal  of  the  oath,  “  To  be  faithful  to 
(he  nation,  to  the  law,  and  to  the  king,  to  guide 
faithfully  the  flock  intruded  to  their  care,  and  to 
maintain  with  all  their  power  the  conftitution  de¬ 
creed  by  the  afTemblv,  and  fandioned  by  the  king.” 
Thence  the  line  of  divilion  between  the  clergy  who 
had  taken  the  oath  and  thofe  who  had  not. 

The  Conflituent  Aft'embly,  who  had  decreed  the 
above  oath,  declared,  that  the  refufal  of  giving  this 
pledge  of  fidelity  fhould  be  confidered  as  a  voluntary 
refignation.  The  royal  fandion  had  rendered  the 
above  decree  a  law  of  the  ftate.  Almoft  the  whole 
of  the  bifhops,  a  great  number  of  redors,  and 
other  ecclefiaftics,  refufed  to  take  this  oath,  already 
taken  by  feveral  among  them  who  were  deputies  to 
the  Aft'embly. 

They  were,  in  confequence,  declared  to  have  re¬ 
signed  ;  and  mtafures  were  taken  for  fupplying  their 
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p'ace.  The  people  proceeded  to  effect  this  by- 
electors  authorized  by  law.  A  refpe&able  number 
of  ecclefiaftics,  who  had  already  fubmitted  to  the 
law,  accepted  the  elections.  Thefe  priefls  thought 
that  obedience  to  the  national  authority,  which  re¬ 
spected  and  protected  religion,  was  a  catholic  prin¬ 
ciple.  What  refiftance  could  be  made  to  legitimate 
power,  which  neither  attacked  the  principles,  the 
morality,  nor  the  interior  and  eflential  difcipline  of 
the  church  ?  It  was,  fay  they,  refifting  God  him- 
felf.  They  thought  thaj  the  paftor  was  chofen  and 
tent  folely  for  the  care  of  the  flock  intrufted  to 
him;  that,  when  difficult  circumflairces,  flight,  for 
inftance,  voluntary  or  forced,  or  the  prohibition  from 
2II  fumftions,  pronounced  by  the  civil  power,  ren¬ 
dered  the  holy  miniftry  impoffible;  or  that  the  paftor 
could  not  exercife  it  without  declaring  himfelf  in 
open  infurreftion,  the  pretended  irremoveable  rights 
then  ccafed,  with  the  facred  duties  which  they  could 
not  difcharge  without  being  accufed  of  rebellion. 

The  diflentient  bifhops  drew  many  priefts  into 
their  party.  Mod  of  them  fpread  themfelves  over 
Europe,  where  they  calumniated  at  their  eafe  the 
patriotic  clergy.  Thofe  of  their  adherents  who  had 
remained  in  the  interior  of  France  kindled  a  civil 
war,  tormented  people’s  befotted  confciences,  and 
difturbed  the  peace  of  families,  &c.  This  conduct, 
which  encreafea  the  horror  of  the  fanguinary  fcenes 
in  La  Vendee,  provoked  violent  meafures  on  the 
part  of  the  Government. 

“Enemies  without  and  within,”  faid  the  conftituti- 
cnal  clergy,  “  with  to  create  a  difgufl  to  liberty,  by 
fubftituting  to  it  licentioufnefs.”  Ar.d,  indeed,  the 
partifans  of  the  diftentient  clergy  were  feen  te 
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coalefce  with  the  atheifts  and  the  unbelievers,  in  or¬ 
der  to  produce  the  religious  diforders  which  broke  out 
everywhere  in  the  year  1793. 

The  clergy,  who  had  taken  the  oath,  had  orga¬ 
nized  the  diocefes ;  the  bifhops,  in  general,  had  be¬ 
llowed  great  pains  in  letting  preachers  in  every 
p'arifli.  They  preached  themfelves,  and  this  was, 
indeed,  a  contrail  to  the  indolence  of  their  predecef- 
fors,  who,  engaged  in  fpending,  frequently  in  a  fhame- 
ful  manner,  immenfe  revenues,  feldom  or  never  vifited 
their  diocefes.  The  conllitutional  clergy,  following  a 
plan  more  conformable  to  the  gofpel,  gained  the 
affieflion  of  the  w'ell-difpofed  part  of  the  nhtion. 

Thefe  prielts  were  of  opinion,  that  the  llorm  which 
threatened  religion,  required  imperioufly  the  immedi- 
ete  prelence  of  the  pallor,  and  that  in  the  day  of 
battle  it  was  necelTary  to  be  in  perfon  at  the  breach . 
They  were  of  opinion  that  the  omiffion  or  impoffibi- 
lity  of  fulfilling  minute  and  empty  formalities,  im- 
pofed  by  a  Concordat,  rejected  from  the  beginning 
by  all  the  public  bodies  and  the  church  of  France, 
and  annihilated,  at  the  moment,  by  the  will  of  the 
reprefentatives  of  the  nation,  fanclioned  by  royal 
authority,  could  not  exempt  them  from  accepting 
holy  functions  prefented  by  all -the  conflicted  autho¬ 
rities,  and  on  which,  evidently,  depended  the  prefer- 
vation  of  religion,  the  falvation  of  the  faithful,  and 
the  peace  of  the  Hate. 

But,  when  perfecution  manifefted  itfelf,  the  clergy 
who  had  taken  the  oath  became  equally  the  victims 
of  perfecuting  rage.  Some  failed  in  this  conjuncture; 
but  the  greater  number  remained  intrepid  in  their 
principles.  Accordingly,  feveral  conllitutional  bi¬ 
fhops  and  priefis  were  drag'ged  to  theTcaffokl.  If, 
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on  the  one  hand,  the  daftardly  Gobel  was  guillotined, 
the  fame  fate  attended  the  refpedlable  Expilly,  bifliop 
of  Quimper;  Amourette,  bifliop  of  Lyons;  and  Gout- 
tes,  bifliop  of  Autun,  & c. 

The  diflentient  clergy  reproached  fome  conflituti- 
onal  priefts  with  having  married,  and  even  with 
having  apoftatized;  but  they  faid  not  that  among  the 
diflentient  there  were  fome  who  had  done  the  fame. 
If  the  number  of  the  latter  was  fmaller,  it  was  becaufe 
the  greater  part  of  them  were  out  of  France;  but 
what  would  they  have  done,  if,  like  the  conftitutional 
clergy,  they  had  either  had  the  axe  fufpended  over 
their  heads,  or  the  guillotine  accompanying  all  their 
fleps  ? 

In  England,  where  the  French  priefls  were  not 
thus  expofed,  there  were  fome  who  had  likewife 
married,  and  even  fome  who  had  apoftatized. 

It  is  well  known,  that,  amidft  the  terrors  ofatheift- 
ieal  perfection,  Gregoire,  bifhop  of  Blois,  declared 
that  he  braved  them,  and  remained  attached  to  his 
principles  and  duties  as  a  Chriflian  and  a  bifliop.  He 
firmly  believed  that,  in  doing  fo,  he  was  pronouncing 
his  fentence  of  death,  and,  for  eighteen  months,  he 
was  in  expedition  of  afcending  the  fcallold.  The 
fame  courage  animated  the  majoiity  of  the  ccnftitu- 
tional  bifhops  and  priefts;  they  exercifed  fecretly, 
their  miniftry,  and  co.nfoled  the  faithful.  As  loon  as 
the  rage  for  perfecution  began  to  abate,  Gregoire,  and 
fome  other  bifliops,  who  had  kept  up  a  private  cor- 
refpondence  with  the  clergy  of  various  dio^efes,  for 
the  purpofe  of  encouraging  them,  concerted  together 
in  order  to  reorganize  worfhip.  In  Nivofe,  year  III. 
(January  1795))  Gregoire  demanded  this  liberty  of 
worfhip  of  the  Nation.-.  Convention.  He  was  very 


81 


NAPOLEON  BUONAPARTE. 

(are  of  meeting  with  outrages,  and  he  experienced 
lome ;  but  to  fpeak  in  the  tribune  was  fpeaking  to 
France  and  to  all  Europe,  and,  in  the  then  (late  of 
tilings,  he  was  almoft  certain  of  ftaggering  public 
opinion,  which  would  force  the  Convention  to  grant 
the  free  exercife  of  religion.  Accordingly,  fome 
rime  after  having  refufed  the  liberty  of  worfliip  on 
the  demand  of  Gregoire,  that  Affembly  granted  it, 
though  with  evident  reludtance,  on  an  inlulting 
report  of  Boifly  d’Anglas*- 

The  conftitutional  bifliops  had  already  anticipated 
this  moment  by  their  writings  and  their  paftoral  let¬ 
ters,  &c.  They  then  compiled  two  works,  entitled 
“  Letlres  Encycliques,”  to  which  the  bifnops  and 
priefts  of  the  various  diocefes  adhered.  The  objedt 
of  thefe  works,  which  the  Catholics  efteem  as  monu¬ 
ments  of  wifdom,  piety,  and  courage,  was  to  reor¬ 
ganize  public  worfliip  in  all  the  diocefes,  according  to 
the  principles  of  the  primitive  church.  They  pro¬ 
nounced  a  formal  exclufion  from  ecclefiaftical  func¬ 
tions  again  A  all  prevaricating  or  married  priefls,  as 
well  as  all  thofe  who  had  the  cowardice  to  deliver  up 
their  authority  for  preaching,  and  to  abdicate  their 
fundtions.  On  all  Tides,  they  reanimated  religious 
zeal,  caufed  paftors  for  the  various  fees  to  be  eledted 
by  the  people,  and  confecrated  by  the  metropolitan 
bifliops. 

For  a  long  time  part  the  cuftom  of  holding  coun¬ 
cils  had  fallen  into  difufe.  They  convoked  a  national 
council,  notwithftanding  the  unfavourablenefs  of  a 
filent  perfecution  ;  and,  in  fpite  of  the  penury  which 
afflidled'the  paftors,  the  latter  had  the  couiage  to 
devote  themfelves  in  order  to  concur  in  it.  Tnis 
Council  was  opened  with  great  folemnity  or,  the  i£th 
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of  Auguft,  1797,  the  day  of  the  Aftiimption  of  the 
Virgin.  It  fat  for  three  months. 

This  Council  was  publiflied  in  the  different  dio- 
cefes,  and  its  regulations  were  put  into  force.  During 
this  time,  the  government,  being  hoflile  to  religion, 
had  not  abandoned  the  project  of  peifecutimg,  and, 
perhaps,  of  deftroying  it.  The  voice  of  the  multi¬ 
tude,  which  clamoured  for  religion,  and  held  in  ef- 
tecm  the  conftitutional  clergy  as  religious  and  patriot¬ 
ic,  checked,  in  fome  respects,  the  hatred  of  the  Di¬ 
rectory  and  its  agents.  Then  the  fpirit  of  perfe- 
cution  took  a  circuitous  way  to  gain  its  end  :  this  was, 
to  cry  down  religion  and  its  ministers,  to  promote 
Thtophilanthropy,  and  enforce  the  transferring  of 
Sunday  to  the  decade ,  or  tenth  day  of  every  repub¬ 
lican  month. 

The  bifliops,  aftembled  at  Paris  again  caufed  this 
project  to  miscarry,  and,  in  their  name,  Gregoire 
compiled  two  confutations  againfl  the  transferring 
of  Sunday  to  the  decade.  The  adhefion  of  all  the  cler¬ 
gy  was  the  fruit  of  his  labour;  but  all  this  drew  on 
him  numerous  outrages,  the  indigence  to  which  he 
was  at  that  time  reduced,  and  multiplied  threats  of 
deportation.  The  functions  which  he  had  difcharg- 
ed,  and  the  efteem  of  the  friends  of  religion,  formed 
around  him  a  fhelter  of  opinion  that  faved  him  from 
deportation,  to  which  were  condemned  fo  many  un¬ 
fortunate  conftitutional  priefts,  who  were  crowded, 
with  the  refractory  among  others,  into  veflels  lying 
in  the  road  or  Rochefort. 

Gregoire  remonftrated  againft  this  grievance,  and 
obtained  an  alleviation  for  his  brethren  :  but  it  is  to 
be  remarked,  that  in  giving  an  account  of  their  en¬ 
largement,  the  dijjentient  priefts  took  care  not  to  men- 
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tionto  whom  they  were  indebted  for  haying  obtained 
in  their  behalf  this  aft  of  humanity  and  jilftice. 

Religion,  under  the  Confuls,  was  no  longer  an  ob¬ 
ject  of  perfecution  but  of  care.  Free  toleration  of 
opinion,  grounded  upon  liberty  of  confcience,  and 
fecured  by  liberty  of  worfliip,  feemed  to  promife  a 
jubilee  to  the  haraffed  devotees. 

Long  had  the  whole  French  nation  lain  under  the 
imputation  of  being  Atheiils — a  God-abandoned  peo¬ 
ple— a  horde  of  irreligious  mifereants.  The  devout 
were,  therefore,  flattered  by  the  regulations  of  the 
Confuls,  which  promifed  to  their  hopes  a  renewal  of 
the  former  charader  of  the  French  for  religion  and 
piety,  and  a  revival  of  a  regular  and  “  molt  Chrif- 
tian”  government.  The  Canonifts  and  the  Jurifls, 
— the  pious  of  all  fpecies ; — the  arrogant  and  the  ■ 
humble — the  high-minded  and  the  foolifh — the  lofty 
and  the  Ample — the  priefts,  and  the  prieft-ridden,  all 
inftantly  lifted  up  their  voices  in  praife  of  the  Firfh 
Conful ;  and  he  was  hailed  a  true  Son  of  the  Univer- 
fal  Church  of  Chrift  upon  earth. 

Already  did  the  true  Catholics  anticipate  the  re- 
eftablifhment  of  papacy  as  the  national  rel'gion  ; — 

“  For,”  faid  they,  “  how  can  a  nation  ftand  with¬ 
out  religion;  and,  as  there  is  no  falvation  but  within 
the  pale  of  the  Catholic  church,  the  Government 
cannot  eftablifh  any  other  church  but  ours  r”  They 
deflned  the  rights  c-f  the  religious  and  the  duties  of 
ths  fedaries  and  the  feeptics. 

The  perfecution  of  all  religion  for  feveral  years, 
had  not  fubdued  the  jealoufies  which  the  devout,  of 
different  perfuaflons  entertained  of  each  other;  and 
the  conduct  of  the  fanatics  proved  the  folly  of  giv¬ 
ing  a  power  to  any  one  led  of  oppreffing  another. 
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The  Catholics  hated  the  P.-oteftants ;  the  Protefc 
ants  feared  the  Catholics;  the  Philofophers  defpifed 
both  ;  and  neither  body  was  content  that  the  others 
(houid  be  as  free  as  themfelves.  Each  was  anxious 
to  acquire  and  to  preferve  a  political  afcendancy  in 
the  P  .e; — each  of  the  religious  parties  began  to 
indulge  a  hope  of  its  becoming  the  national  church 
eftablifliment,  and  of  receiving  its  inveftiture  from 
the  new  government ; — each,  therefore,  intrigued  for 
the  honour  of  being  the  fulminator  of  the  decrees  of 
heaven,  againfl  the  good  fenfe,  the  manly  liberality, 
and  the  honefl  fentiments  of  the  nation  ;  each  ca¬ 
balled  for  the  paraphernalia  which  conflitutes  the 
dignity  of  the  fpiritual  ftate-mummer  ;  and  the  bulk 
of  the  people,  who  were  to  be  the  objects  of  the  de- 
lufion,  aided  their  defigns  by  their  childifb  defrre  of 
change. 

Refledtion  on  fuch  fcenes  occafion  difguft  :  fpiri¬ 
tual  hypocrify  (lands  expofed  to  every  beholder,  and 
the  politician  is  tempted  to  believe,  that  religion  is 
only  of  value,  to  be  ufed  amongft  the  people  like  the 
obi  of  the  negroes, as  a  philtre  to  lethargize  the  frenzy 
of  the  ignorant ;  or  to  reduce  the  endeavours  of  the 
poor  in  fpirit  to  paflive  obedience- 

The  felfiflinefs  of  religious  fattions ,  in  their  fcram- 
ble  for  power,  was  well  exprefled  by  a  late  learned 
Lord,  remarkable  for  bluntnefs  of  addrels,  who  has 
the  charadter  of  great  independence,  becaufe  no  one 
was  ever  able  to  controul  him.  He  was  applied  to 
by  the  Catholics  of  England,  to  fupport  a  petition, 
prefented  to  the  houfe  of  peers  for  their  emanci¬ 
pation.  His  Lordfhip,  who  did  not  regard  man  at 
all,  and  was  not  believed  to  fear  God  much,  anfwered 
the  deputation,  that  waited  on  him,  to  this  effedl : 
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Why,  Gentlemen,  religion  has  not  much  of  ray 
care,  and  I  do’nt  care  a  ru(h  about  fpiritual  fquabbles; 
becaufe,  when  fome  people  fall  out  the  public  are 
gainers.  The  wifdom  of  our  anceftors  has  thought 
proper  to  faddle  us  with  a  church  eftabliihment: 
now,  as  we  have  the  folly  to  think  that  we  cannot  do 
without  an  eftablilhment,  and  choofe  to  continue  it; 
of  two  evils,  I  would  rather  fupport  a  Proteftant 
eftablilhment  than  a  Catholic  eftablifhment :  and,  as 
you,  if  you  were  uppermoft,  would  keep  us  down  ;  fo, 
now  as  we  are  uppermoft,  we  will  keep  you  down; 
• — that’s  all.” 

A  fimilar  policy  feems  to  have  governed  the  pious 
Conful  in  his  preference  to  the  Catholics;  for  it  will 
be  recollefted  that  his  conduft  to  the  Pope  was  of  a 
kind  the  bed  fuited  to  Ihow  his  contempt  of  their 
fyftem  and  opinions,  from  the  firft  moment  of  his  ap¬ 
pointment  to  the  army  of  Italy. 

After  the  fevere  contributions  levied  upon  the 
Ecclefiaftical  States  in  1797,  the  General  got  his  bro¬ 
ther,  Jofeph  Buonaparte,  appointed  ambaflador  to  the 
Pope.  The  propenfity  that  powerfully  governed  the 
French  at  that  period,  to  republicanize  every  go¬ 
vernment  into  which  they  could  get  footing,  induced 
Joleph  to  be  as  infolent  and  boifterous  at  Rome  as 
Bernadotte  was  at  Vienna;  and,  interfering  with  the 
police  of  the  city,  upon  an  occalien  of  tumult  that 
happened  there,  a  French  officer  of  his  eftablilhment 
was  killed.  No  ftronger  circumftance  was  required 
to  juftify  a  new  declaration  of  war  with  the  Pope. 
The  ambaflador,  infpired  by  wrath  and  indignation, 
fled  with  his  complaints  to  the  Directory,  who,  as 
before  ftated,  decreed  Rome  a  republic. 

Pius  the  Sixth,  who  had  not  the  means  of  purchaf- 
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ing  kindnefs  of  thofe  defpots,  was  arrefted,  with  about 
forty  perfons,  who  compofed  his  fuite,  and  was  or¬ 
dered  to  march  to  the  place  affigned  for  his  impriion- 
ment.  In  vain  did  this  old  man  of  eighty-two  plead, 
that  they  had  not  left  him  fufficient  refources  to  pay 
for  carriage :  the  French  commander  obliged  him  to 
travel  on  foot,  acrbfs  the  Alps  and  the  Appenines,  to 
the  fortrefs  of  Brianqon,  a  journey  of  thirty-four  days, 
during  which  he  was  frequently  ready  to  fink  with 
fatigue  !  If  any  confideration  could  dived  the  conduc'd 
of  the  French  Government  of  the  fevere  cenfures 
that  are  judly  due  to  it  for  its  illiberality  and  meannefs 
in  this  cafe,  perhaps  it  might  be  found  in  the  oppor¬ 
tunity  that  was  afforded  him  of  carrying  on  his  bufi- 
nefs  in  his  exile  :  for  it  appears,  by  a  letter  from  Ma¬ 
drid,  dated  February  20,  1799,  t^iat  the  Council  of 
Cadile  publifiied  a  bull  cf  the  Pope,  which,  in  return 
for  pecuniary  contributions,  permits  the  Spaniards  v 
eat  meat  all  the  year,  except  during  Ember  week  and 
on  Thurfdav  and  Friday  in  Paffion  week  !  his  Ho- 
linefs  alfo  empowered  the  King  of  Spain  to  take  half 
the  tythes  of  his  kingdom  for  the  ufe  of  his  treafury. 
On  the  27th  of  June  the-  old  Gentleman  was  removed 
to  Grenoble,  and  from  thence  to  Valence  and  Dijon 
He  died  at  the  former  place,  and  was  interred  as  a 
private  individual:  an  indance  of  negledt  that  of¬ 
fended  the  devout  Catholics  very  acutely,  but  which 
Buonaparte  turned  to  his  advantage  by  ifiuing,  on 
his  advancement  to  the  Confulate,  the  following 

DECREE  FOR  BURYING  THE  POPE. 

«  The  Confuls  of  the  Republic  confidering,  that,  for  the 
laft  fix  months,  the  body  of  Pius  VI.  has  been  depofited  in 
the  city  of  Valence,  without  giving  to  it  the  honours  of  fe- 
pulture : 

“  That,  though  this  old  man,  refpecdable  for  his 
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tunes,  was,  for  a  moment,  the  enemy  of  France,  he  was 
only  fo  from  being  feduced  by  the  counlels  of  thofe  who 
furrounded  him  : 

“  That  it  belongs  to  the  dignity  of  the  French  nation,  and 
is  conformable  to  the  fenfibility  of  the  national  character, 
to  give  fome  marks  of  confideration  to  a  man  who  occupied 
one  of  the  fir  ft  Rations  on  earth,  decree, 

“  ift. — That  the  Minifterof  the  Interior  take  care  that 
the  body  of  Pius  VI.  be  interred  with  the  honours  due  to 
his  rank  : 

“  2d. — That  there  be  ere&ed  on  the  place  of  his  fepul- 
ture  a  fiinple  monument,  making  known  the  dignity  with 
which  he  was  invefteU. 

(Signed)  “Bonaparte.” 

“  H.  B.  Maret,  Secretary  of  State.” 

During  this  period  the  Conclave  had  met  at  Venice 
to  name  a  fucceflor  to  Pius  VI.  and  the  city  of  Rome 
was  fubjefted  to  a  government  compounded  of  civil 
and  military  principles.  The  adminiftration  was  en- 
trufted  to  a  provifionary  council,  compofed  of  Roman 
nobility  ftrongly  attached  to  the  intereft  of  the  pon¬ 
tifical  government :  fuch  of  the  Neapolitan  troops  as 
were  Rationed  in  the  territory  of  Rome  were  a&ivein 
fearching  out  the  men  who  were  termed  patriots  by 
way  of  contempt,  and  confining  them  in  prifon  at 
St.  Angelo,  to  which  they  were  conduced  in  the  moft 
ignominious  manner:  and  here  the  bloody  and  re¬ 
vengeful  fpirit  of  ariftocracy  feemed  to  vie  with  the 
democracy  of  Paris  in  the  extravagance  of  its  cruelty. 
The  only  amelioration  of  their  prefent  fituation  which 
could  be  expridted  by  the  Romans  was  the  nomina¬ 
tion  of  a  fuccefl'or  to  the  late  Pius  VI.  which,  upon 
the  whole,  could  produce  no  efTential  alteration,  fince 
it  was  no  more  than  a  tranfition  from  a  government 
that  they  abhorred,  to  one  that  they  defpifed. 
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CHAPTER  VIII. 

Overtures  for  Peace  not  eagerly  accejited  by  the  Allies. 
— Addrefs  of  the  Archduke  Charles. — Letter  from  Tal¬ 
leyrand  to  Lord  Grenville  ;  from  Buonajiarte  to  tht  King 
of  Great  Britain  and  Ireland.— Atf.oer- — Second  Letter , 
and  Anfvvet . 

JBUONAPARTE’S  decided  declaration  in  favour 
of  peace  had  attached  the  people  to  the  Confular 
Government;  every  principle  of  policy,  therefore, 
called  upon  him  to  make  an  early  attempt  to  negoti¬ 
ate,  whatever  might  be  his  private  inclination. 

Much  manceuvreing,  it  has  already  been  feen,  had 
been  practifed  on  either  fide  during  the  war  to  cafl 
the  blame  of  its  continuance  on  its  antagonift;  but 
the  Allies  did  not  feem  difpofed  to  incur  the  charge 
of  a  fimilar  duplicity  upon  this  occafion.  The  Arch¬ 
duke,  in  anticipation  of  fome  fort  of  overture  from 
the  enemy,  took  occafion,  as  early  as  the  4th  of  De¬ 
cember,  to  communicate  his  fentiments  to  the  anterior 
circles  of  the  Empire  from  his  head-quarters  at  Do- 
nauefchingen.  He  faid, 

“  It  is  from  a  fentiment  of  moft  urgent  neceflity  that  I 
feel  myfelf  compelled  to  fpeak  to  you  on  a  fubjeCt  and  dif- 
pofitions,  from  which  may  refult  very  great  injury  to  the 
common  taufe  of  the  Germanic  Empire.  I  fee  with  regret 
that  upon  the  late  events  in  France,  by  which  the  fupreme 
power  has  pafTed  into  other  hands, -has  been  founded,  almoft 
everywhere,  die  hope,  that  has  often  proved  deceitful,  of  an 
approaching  pacification  ;  add  that,  in  the  confidence  of  this 
premature  luppofition,  has  been  affumed  the  power  of  put¬ 
ting  off  the  contingents  inactivity,  and  the  accomphihment 
of  other  confiituuonal  obligations.  A  heart  truly  German 
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and  patriotic  and  enlightened  by  fuch  fad  experience,  can¬ 
not  abfolutely  commit  fuch  imprudence ;  fuch  conduct 
would  deprive  us  of  the  only  means  of  obtaining  a  fleady 
peace,  upon  terms  juft  and  proper.  We  ought  not  intireiy 
to  forget  the  maxim,  that,  if  we  wifli  for  peace,  we  fliould 
prepare  vigoroufly  for  war.  Should  the  enemy  continue 
his  imperious  tone,  and  bedifpofed  to  prefetibe  once  more  a 
peace  that  would  infallibly  lead  us  to  fhame  and  flavery,  he 
will  be  the  more  inclined  to  liften  to  reafon  if  we  affume  a 
bold  attitude.  Too  often  has  the  hope,  indulged  with  fo 
much  precipitation  with  refpedt  to  France,  proved  deceit¬ 
ful,  to  fuffer  thefe  new  events  to  lull  the  ftate  into  falfe  fe- 
curity.  It  has  been  feen  uniformly,  till  the  prefent  hour, 
that  every  new  faftion  has  talked  a  great  deal  about  peace  ; 
rot  with  a  view  to  conclude  one  upon  equitable  terms,  but 
to  gain  popularity  ;  that  they  have  often  the  word  Peace  in 
their  mouths,  and  are  continually  commencing  new  wars  j 
or,  that  by  the  word  Peace  they  have  meant  nothing  but  the 
-•  ^termination  of  their  enemies.  The  events  that  took  place 
in  France  on  the  9th  of  November,  confidered  in  a  near 
point  of  view,  are  not  of  a  nature  to  afford  us  all  at  once  a 
fuli  confidence. 

“  Some  of  thofe  who  have  pofteffed  themfelves  of  the 
fupreme  power  are  the  fame  men  who  fo  often,  by  their 
principles,  and  the  whole  courfe  of  their  public  lives,  have 
fworn  eternal  hatred  to  all  ftates  not  conftituted  like  their 
own  j  who  have  overturned  fome  and  perfidioufly  fubju- 
gated  others  in  full  peace.  The  fpirit  which  manifefts  it- 
felf,  even  in  the  writings  of  France,  is  not  fo  pacific  :  it  is 
there  frequently  declared,  that  this  new  revolution  has  no 
other  objebt  than  10  raife  the  Republic  ft.!!  higher.  The  late 
Directory  is  blamed  there,  not  for  beginning  the  war,  but 
for  not  having  carried  it  on  fuccefsfully  ,  and  for  having  loft 
their  old  conquefts,  inftead  of  making  new  ones.  In  all. 
their  proclamations  they  begin  by  [peaking  of  vi&ortes, 
and  they  ■  .  k  of  peace  afterwards ;  a  char  indication  that 
circu  iftai-c  do  not  y. t  appear  favor.;  .  ft  for- the-  latter. 
The  Minuter  cl  War  openly  announces,  that  he  is  em« 
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ployed  in  reinforcing  the  array  and  providing.it  with  every 
thing  :  he  adds,  that  he  will  take  part  of  the  dangers  him- 
felf,  and  that  he  is  preparing  new  triumphs  for  the  army. 
There  has  not  yet  been  any  relaxation  on  the  part  of  France 
in  the  preparations  for  war,  to  juftify  the'Germans  to  relax 
their’s  :  but,  on  the  contrary,  a  new  corps  is  to  be  railed  in 
the  four  new  united  departments.  Yet,  even  though  we 
might  have  no  grounds  to  diftruft  the  views  and  objedfs  ofjthe 
new  rulers  of  France;  is  the  new  conftitution  fufficiently 
confirmed  to  infpire  a  full  affurance  that  it  will  not  be 
overturned,  like  the  reft  ? 

“  Finally,  the  queftion  does  not  hear  of  fuch  peace,  as  every 
convention  or  armiftice  might  be  called  ;  the  queftion  is 
fafety,  the  conditions  for  which  we  elfentially  contend — 
conditions  which  honour,  dignity,  liberty,  the  integrity  of 
the  German  Empire,  and  the  inviolability  of  our  deareft 
treaties  demand.  I  invoke  you  to  weigh  maturely  thefe 
confiderations  with  the  patriotic  fentiments  with  which  you 
are  infpired,  and  then  you  will  certainly  agree  with  me,  that 
prudence  forbids  you  to  be  feduced  into  inaftivity  by  ill- 
founded  reports  of  peace.  You  will  feel  with  me  the  ne- 
ceffity  of  haftening  the  meafures  of  defence,  of  redoubling 
our  efforts,  of  augmenting  our  forces,  and  of  accomplifhing 
in  the  moll  ferious  manner  the  refolutions  of  the  Diet,  for 
oppofing  an  energetic  mafs  to  the  new  forces  of  the  enemy. 
3t  is  only  by  an  impofing  military  force  that  we  fhall  be 
able  to  prevent  the  enemy  from  making  new  devaluating 
attacks,  to  abridge  or  terminate  the  evils  of  war,  to  amelio¬ 
rate  the  conditions  of  pacification,  or,  finally,  to  accelerate 
the  peace,  that  may  recompenfe  the  multiplied  facrifices  by 
which  we  have  long  fought  to  obtain  it. 

“  The  Archduke  Charles.” 

Buonaparte  did  not  feem  to  entertain  any  doubt 
pf  the  readinefs  of  the  Combined  Powers  to  enter 
upon  an  immediate  negotiation  ;  and,  on  the  26th  of 
December,  he  communicated  his  wifh  to  the  courts 
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of  Vienna  and  St.  James’s.  The  Emperor  was  not, 
however,  fo  eager;  and  it  was  in  vain  that  the  Conful 
interpofed  the  mediation  of  the  King  of  Pruflia  at  the 
fame  time  that  Moreau  was  employed  to  importune 
the  Archduke  Charles,  and  the  Prince  of  Colleredo 
was  occupied  in  remonftrating  with  the  Imperial  ca¬ 
binet.  Great  Britain  was  equally  interefted  in  the 
event,  and  Auljria  would  not  aft  without  knowing 
the  fentiments  of  her  ally.  Much  diverfity  of  opi¬ 
nion  has  prevailed  as  to  the  propriety  of  conduct 
adopted  upon  thatoccafion  by  the  Allies ;  and  if  they 
are  to  be  judged  upon  the  principle  of  policy,  which 
can  only  determine  the  juftice  or  injuftice  of  an  action 
by  its  refult,  there  can  be  no  doubt  but  they  were  too 
faflidious  i'.i  their  objeftionsto  the  enemy’s  propofal : 
but  as  they  had  not  the  fame  advantage  that  pofterity 
will  have,  of  determining  by  the  refult,  it  will  be  more 
candid  to  judge  them  by  the  appearance  of  things  at 
the  time,  and  to  hear  the  grounds  upon  which  their 
judgments  were  guided,  as  reafoned  by  themfelves. 

The  itfue  feemed,  by  common  content,  to  be  placed 
upon  the  decifion  of  the  Britifh  cabinet;  and  the 
whole  fubjeft  may  be  fully  underftood  by  the  dif- 
cuffion  it  underwent  in  the  Englifli  parliament,  the 
fubftance  of  which  is  contained  in  the  fpeeches  of 
Mr.  Pitt  and  Mr.  Fox,  upon  the  correfpondence 
being  laid  before  parliament,  as  the  ground  of  an 
addrefs  to  the  King. 

On  the  31ft  of  December  a  French  meffenger 
arrived  at  Dover,  bearing  a  Letter  to  the  King,  in- 
ciofed  in  one  to  the  Secretary  of  State,  Lord  Gren¬ 
ville,  as  follows : 

“  My  Lord, 

!<  I  difpatch,  by  order  of  General  Buonaparte,  Firft 
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Confui  of  the  French  Republic,  a  meffenger  to  London: 
he  is  the  bearer  of  a  letter  from  the  Firft  Confui  of  the 
French  Republic,  to  his  Majefty  the  King  of  England.  I 
requeft  you  to  give  the  necefiary  orders  that  he  may  be 
enabled  to  deliver  it  diredliy  into  your  own  hands.  This 
fiep,  in  itfelf,  announces  the  importance  of  its  objedl. 

Accept,  my  Lord,  the  aftfurance  of  my  higheft  confi- 
deration. 

(Signed)  “  Ch.  Mau.  Talleyrand. 

“  Paris,  5th  Nivose,  8th  Year  of  the 
French  Republic,  (Dec.  25,  1799.) 

“  French  Republic,  Sovereignty  of  the  People. 

‘•Liberty!  Equality! 

“Bonaparte,  Firji  Confui  of  the  Republic ,  so  his  Majefty  " 

the  King  of  Great  Britain  ami  of  Ireland. 

“  Paris,  the  5th  Nivose,  8th  Year  of  the  Republic. 

“  Called  by  the  wifhes  of  the  French  nation  to  occupy 
the  Firft  Magiftracy  of  the  Republic,  I  think  it  proper,  on 
.entering  into  office,  to  make  a  diredt  communication  of  it 
to  your  Majefty. 

“  The  war  which  for  eight  years  has  ravaged  the  four 
quarters  of  the  world,  mull  it  be  eternal?  are  there  no 
means  of  coming  to  an  underftanding  ? 

“  How  can  the  two  molt  enlightened  nations  of  Europe, 
powerful  and  ftrong  beyond  what  their  fafety  and  inde¬ 
pendence  require,  facrifice  to  ideas  of  vain  greatnel's  the 
benefits  of  commerce,  internal  profperity,  and  the  happi- 
nefs  of  families?  How  is  it  that  they  do  not  fed  that 
peace  is  of  the  firft  neceffity,  as  well  as  of  the  firft  glory  ? 

“Thefe  fentiments  cannot  be  foreign  to  the  heart  of  your 
Majefty,  who  reigns  over  a  free  nation,  and  with  the  foie 
view  of  rendering  it  happy. 

“  Your  Majefty  will  only  fee  in  this  overture  my  fincere 
defire  to  contribute  efficaciouflyy  for  the  fecond  time,  to  a 
general  pacification,  by  a  ftep,  fpeedy,  entirely  of  confi¬ 
dence,  and  difengaged  from  thofe  forms  which,  needfary 
perhaps  to  difguife  the  dependence  of  weak  States,  prove 
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only  in  thofe  which  are  ftrong  the  mutual  defire  of  deceiv¬ 
ing  each  other. 

“  France  and  England,  by  the  abufe  of  their  firength, 
may  flill,  for  a  long  time,  for  the  misfortune  of  all  nations, 
retard  the  period  of  their  being  exhaufted.  But  I  vv;!4 
venture  to  fay  it,  the  fate  of  all  civilized  nations  is  at¬ 
tached  to  the  termination  of  a  war  which  involves  the 
whole  world. 

“  Of  your  Majefty, 

{Signed)  “Bonaparte.” 

ANSWER. 

"  SIR,  Dovvning-street,  Jan.  4,  1800. 

“  I  have  received,  and  laid  before  the  King,  the  two 
letters  which  you  have  tranfmitted  to  me,  and  his  Majefty, 
feeing  no  reafon  to  depart  from  thofe  forms  which  have 
long  been  eftablifhed  in  Europe  for  tranfa£ling  bufinefs 
with  foreign  ftates,  has  commanded  me  to  return,  in  his 
name,  the  official  Anfwer,  which  I  fend  you  herewith 
inclofed.  I  have  the  honour  to  be,  with  high  confidera- 
tion,  Sir,  Your  moll  obedient  humble  fervanr, 

(Signed)  “  Grenville, 

“  To  the  Minifter  for  Foreign  Affairs,  &c.  at  Paris.” 

NOTE. 

“  The  King  has  given  frequent  proofs  of  his  fincere  de¬ 
fire  for  the  re-eftablifhment  of  fecure  and  permanent  tran¬ 
quillity  in  Europe.  He  neither  is,  nor  has  been  engaged 
in  any  conteft  for  a  vain  and  falfe  glory.  He  has  had  no 
other  view  than  that  of  maintaining  againft  all  aggrefHon 
the  rights  and  happinefs  of  his  fubjedts 

“  For  thefe  he  has  contended  againft  an  unprovoked 
attack  :  and  for  the  fame  ol  jefls  he  is  ftill  obliged  to  con¬ 
tend  ;  nor  can  he  hope  that  this  neceflity  could  be  removed 
by  entering,  at  the  prefent  moment,  into  negociation  with 
thofe  whom  a  frefli  revolution  has  fo  recently  placed  in 
the  exercile  of  power  in  France.  Since  no  real  advantage 
can  arife  from  fuch  negociation  to  the  great  and  defirable 
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cbjefi:  of  genera!  peace,  until  it  (hall  diftinolly  appear  that 
thofe  caufes  have  ceafed  to  operate  which  originally  pro- 
cuced  the  war,  and  by  which  it  has  fince  been  protradted, 
and,  in  more  than  one  imtance,  renewed. 

“  The  fame  fyftem,  to  the  prevalence  of  which  France 
juftiv  afcribes  all  her  prefent  miferies,  is  that  which  has 
a.fo  involved  the  reft  of  Europe  in  a  long  and  deftruftive 
warfare,  of  a  nature  long  fince  unknown  to  the  practice 
of  civilized  nations.  For  the  extenfion  cf  this  fyftem, ’and 
for  the  extermination  of  all  eftablifhed  governments  the 
rc'ources  of  France  have,  from  year  to  year,  and  in  the 
mid  ft  of  the  mcft  unparalleled  diftrefs,  been  lavilhed  and 
e: hat.  lied.  To  this  indiferiminate  fpirit  of  defirudiion 
the  Netherlands,  the  United  Provinces,  theSivifs  Cantons, 
(his  Niajefties  anctent  friends  and  allies)  have,  fuccelfively, 
been  facnficed.  Germany  has  been  ravaged  ;  Italy,  though 
now  refeued  frm  its  invaders,  has  been  made  the  feene 
of  unbounded  rapine  and  anarchy.  His  Majefly  has  him- 
feli  been  compelled  to  maintain  an  arduous  and  burden- 
feme  conteft  for  the  independence  and  exiftence  of  his 
kingdoms.  _  ■  - 

“  Nor  have  thefe  calamities  been  confined  to  Europe 
alone;  they  have  been  extended  to  the  moft  diftant  quar¬ 
ters  of  the  world,  and  even  to  countries  fo  remote  both  in 
f.tuat;  n  ar.a  ...eft  from  the  prefent  conteft,  that  the 
very  e  .Urce  of  luen  a  war  was,  perhaps,  unknown  to 
t..  -  ..ho  found  themfelvcs  ludacniy  involved  in  all  its 

fhorrors. 

“  While^fuch  a  fyftem  continues  to  prevail,  and  while 
the  blood  and  treafure  of  a  numerous  and  powerful  nation 
can  be  lavilhed  in  its  fupport,  experience  has  fhewri  that 
no  defence  but  that  cf  o.  en  ai  d  fteady  hofliiiry  can  be 
availing.  The  rr.cft  folemn  treaties  have  only  prepared  the 
way  for  frefh  aggrelPon  ;  and  :t  is  to  a  de'trmined  refin¬ 
ance  alone  that  is  now  due  v  hatever  remains  in  Europe 
of  liability  for  property,  for  perfcnal  liberty,  for  focial  or¬ 
der,  or  for  the  free  exercife  of  religion. 
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“  For.  the  fecurity,  therefore,  of  thefe  eflential  objedts 
his  Majefty  cannot  place  his  reliance  on  the  mere  renewal 
of  general  profeflions  of  pacific  difpofitions.  Such  pro- 
fefiions  have  been  repeatedly  held  out  by  all  thofc  who 
have  fuccefiively  diredted  the  refources  of  France  to  the 
deftrudfion  of  Europe;  and  whom  the  prefent  rulers  have 
declared  to  have  been  all,  from  the  beginning,  and  uni¬ 
formly,  incapable  of  maintaining  the  relations  of  amity  and 
peace. 

“  Greatly,  indeed,  will  his  Majefty  rejoice  whenever  it 
lhall  appear  that  the  danger  to  which  his  own  dominions, 
and  thofe  of  his  allies,  have  been  fo  long  expoftd,  has  really 
cealed  ;  whenever  he  fhall  be  fattsfied  that  the  nccellity 
of  refiftance  is  at  an  end  ;  that,  after  the  experience  of  fo 
many  years  of  crimes  and  miferies,  better  principles  have, 
ultimately,  prevailed  in  France  ;  and  that  all  the  gigantic 
projedls  of  ambition,  and  all  the  reftlefs  fchemes  of  def- 
trudtion  which  have  endangered  the  very  exiftence  of 
civil  fociety,  have,  at  length,  been  finally  relinquifhed  : — 
but  the  conviction  of  fuch  a  change,  however  agreeable  to 
his  Majefty’s  wifhes,  can  refult  only  from  experience,  and 
from  the  evidence  of  fadfs. 

“  The  belt  and  moll  natural  pledge  of  its  reality  and 
permanence,  would  be  the  refloration  of  that  line  of  princes 
which  for  fo  many  centuries  maintained  the  French  nation 
in  profperity  at  home  and  in  confederation  and  refpedt 
abroad  : — fuch  an  event  would  at  once  have  removed,  and 
will,  at  any  time,  remove,  ail  obftacles  in  the  way  of  nrgo- 
ciation  or  peace.  It  would  confirm  to  France  the  unmo- 
lefted  enjoyment  of  '  ancient  territory,  and  it  would  give 
to  all  the  other  nations  of  Europe,  in  tranquillity  and 
peace,  that  fecurity  which  they  are  now  compelled  to  leek 
by  other  means. 

“  But,  defirable  as  fuch  an  event  muft  be  both  to  France 
and  to  the  world,  it  is  not  to  this  mode  exclusively  that 
his  Majefty  limits  the  poffibiiity  of  fecure  and  (olid  pacifi¬ 
cation.  His  Majefty  makes  no  claim  to  prelcribe  to  France 
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what  (hall  be  the  form  of  her  government,  or  in  whofe 
hands  flie  (hall  veil  the  authority  necelfary  for  conducing 
the  affairs  of  a  great  and  powerful  nation. 

“  .  .is  Majefty  looks  only  to  the  fecurity  of  his  own 
dominions  and  thofe  of  his  Allies,  and  to  the  general  fafety 
of  Europe.  Whenever  he  fliall  judge  that  l'uth  fecurity 
can  in  any  manner  be  attained,  as  refulting  either  from 
the  internal  fituation  of  that  country,  from  whofe  internal 
fituation  the  clanger  has  arifen,  or  from  fuch  other  circum- 
ftances,  of  whatever  nature,  as  may  produce  the  fame  end, 
his  Majefty  will  eagerly  embrace  the  opportunity  to  con¬ 
cert  with  his  Allies  the  means  of  immediate  and  genera! 
pacification. 

“Unhappily,  no  fuch  fecurity  hitherto  exifts ;  no  fuf- 
ficient  evidence  of  the  principles  by  which  the  new  govern¬ 
ment  will  be  directed  ;  no  reafonable  ground  by  which  to 
judge  of  its  liability.  Jn  this  fituation  it  can,  for  the  pre- 
fent,  only  remain  for  his  Majefiy  to  ptirfue,  in  conjun&ion 
with  other  powers,  thofe  exertions  of  juft  and  defenfive 
war,  which  his  regard  to  the  happinefs  of  his  fubjedls  will 
never  permit  him  either  to  continue  beyond  the  neceflity 
in  vvhich  they  originated,  or  to  terminate  on  any  other 
grounds  than  fuch  as  may  bed  contribute  to  the  fecure  en¬ 
joyment  of  their  tranquillity,  their  conftitution^and  their 
independence.  Grenville. 

,r  Downing-strcet,  Jan.  4,  1800. 

“  To  the  Mimfter  for  Foreign  Affairs,  &c.  at  Paris.” 

“  Second  Letter  from  the  Minijler  for  Foreign  Affairs  at 
Paris  to  Lord  G  renville. 

"  Paris,  24  Nivose,  8th  Year,  (Jan.  14,  1800.) 

“  My  Lord, 

“  I  loft  no  time  in  laying  before  the  Firft  Conful  of  the 
Republic  the  official  Note,  under  date  of  the  14th  Nivofe, 
which  you  tranfmitted  to  me;  and  I  am  charged  to  for¬ 
ward  the  anfwer,  equally  official,  which  you  will  find 
annexed. 
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“  Receive,  my  lord,  the  affurance  of  my  high  conli- 
deration. 

(Signed)  «  Ch,  Mau.  Talleyrand. 

“  Minifter  for  Foreign  Affairs  at  London.” 

NOTE. 

“  The  Official  Note,  under  date  the  14th  Nivofe,  the 
8th  Year,  addrefled  by  the  minifter  of  his  Britannic  Ma- 
jefty,  having  been  laid  before  the  Firft  Conful  of  the  French 
Republic,  he  obferved  with  furprife,  that  it  reftcd  upon 
an  opinion,  which  is  not- exalt,  refpelting  the  origin  and 
confcquences  of  the  prcfent  war.  Very  far  from  its  being 
France  which  provoked  it,  fhe  had,  it  muft  be  remem¬ 
bered,  from  the  commencement  of  her  revolution,  folemnly 
proclaimed  her  love  of  peace  and  her  difinclination  to  con- 
quefts,  her  refpelt  for  the  independence  of  all  govern¬ 
ments  :  and  it  is  not  to  be  doubted  that,  occupied  at  that 
time  entirely  with  her  own  internal  affairs,  Ihe  would  have 
avoided  taking  part  in  thofe  of  Europe,  and  would  have 
remained  faithful  to  her  declarations^ 

“  But  from  an  oppofite  difpofition,  as  foon  as  the  French 
revolution  had  broken  our,  almoft  all  Europe  entered  into 
a  league  for  irs  deftrultion.  The  aggreffion  was  real, 
long  time  before  it  was  public ;  internal  refiftance  was 
excited ;  its  opponents  were  favourably  received ;  their 
extravagant  declamations  were  fupported  ;  the  French  na¬ 
tion  was  infultcd  in  the  perfon  of  its  agents;  and  Eng- 
lind  fet  particularly  this  example  by  the  difmaflal  of  the 
minifter  accredited  to  her.— Finally,  France  was,  in  fa £V, 
attacked  in  her  independence,  in  her  honour,  and  in  her 
fafety,  .long  time  before  the  war  was  declared. 

“  Thus  it  is  to  the  projects  of  fubjelfion,  diffolution 
and  difrr.emberment,  which  were  prepared  againft  her, 
and  the  execution  of  which  was  feveral  times  attempted  and 
purfued,  that  Fiance  has  a  right  to  impute  the  evils  which 
fhe  has  fuffered,  and  thofe  which  have  affiidfed  Europe. 
Such  projects,  for  a  long  time  without  example,  with  re- 
VOL.  iv. — no,  xxxix,  1' 
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Ipefl  to  fo  powerful  a  ration,  could  not  fail  to  bring  on 
the  moft  fatal  confequences. 

“  Affailed  on  all  Tides,  tbe  Republic  could  not  but  ex¬ 
tend  univerfally  the  efforts  of  her  defence,  and  it  is  only 
for  the  maintenance  of  her  own  independence  that  fhe  has 
made  ufe  of  thofe  means  which  flie  pofleffed,  in  her  own 
flreivgth,  and  the  courage  of  her  citizens.  As  long  as  fhe 
faw  that  her  enemies  obftinately  refufed  to  recognife  her 
rights,  fhe  counted  only  upon  the  energy  of  her  refift- 
ance  ;  but  as  foon  as  they  were  obliged  to  abandon  the 
hope  of  invafion,  flie  fought  for  means  of  conciliation,  and 
xnanifefted  pacific  intentions  ;  and  if  thefe  have  not  been 
efficacious;  if,  in  the  midft  of  the  critical  circumftances 
of  her  internal  fituation,  which  the  revolution  and  the  war 
have  fucceffively  brought  on,  the  former  depofitaries  of 
the  executive  authority  in  France  have  not  always  fliewn 
as  much  moderation  as  the  nation  itfelf  has  fliewn  cou¬ 
rage,  it  muft  above  all  be  imputed  to  the  fatal  and  perfe- 
vering  animofity  with  which  the  refources  of  England  have 
been  lavifhed  to  accomplifh  the  ruin  of  France. 

“  But  if  the  wifhes  of  his  Britannic  Majefty,  in  (con¬ 
formity  with  his  aflurances)  are,  in  unifou  with  thofe  of 
the  French  Republic  for  the  re-eftablifliment  of  peace, 
why,  inftead  of  attempting  the  apology  of  the  war,  fliould 
not  attention  be  rather  paid  to  the  means  of  terminating 
it  ?  And  what  obftacle  can  prevent  a  mutual  underftand- 
ing,  of  which  the  utility  is  reciprocal  and  is  felt,  efpeci- 
ally  when  the  Firfl  Conful  of  the  Republic  has  perfonaHy 
given  fo  many  proofs  of  his  eagernefs  to  put  an  end  to 
the  calamities  of  war,  and  of  his  difpofition  to  maintain 
the  rigid  obfervance  of  all  treaties  concluded  ? 

“  The  Firft  Conful  of  the  Republic  could  not  doubt 
that  his  Britannic  Majefty  recognized  the  right  of  nations 
to  choofe  the  form  of  their  government,  fince  it  is  from 
the  exercife  of  this  right  that  he  holds  his  crown ;  but  he 
has  been  unable  to  comprehend  how  to  this  fundamental 
principle,  upon  which  sells  the  exiftence  of  political  focie 
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ties ;  the  minifter  of  his  Majefty  could  annex  infinuationfr 
which  tend  to  an  interference  in  the  internal  affairs  of  the 
Republic,  and  which  are  no  lefs  injurious  to  the  French 
nation  and  to  its  government,  than  it  would  be  to  England 
and  to  his  Majefty,  if  a  fort  of  invitation  were  held  out 
in  favour  of  that  Republican  government,  of  which  Eng¬ 
land  adopted  the  forms  in  the  middle  of  the  laft  century, 
or  an  exhortation  to  recal  to  the  throne  that  family  whom 
their  birth  had  placed  there,  and  whom  a  revolution  com¬ 
pelled  to  dtl'cend  from  it. 

“If  at  periods,  not  far  diftant,  when  the  conftitutional 
fyftem  of  the  Republic  prefented  neither  the  ftrength  nor 
the  fohdity  which  it  contains  at  prefent,  his  Britannic 
Majefty  thought  nimfelf  enabled  to  invite  a  negotiation 
and  pacific  conferences  ;  how  is  it  poflible  that  he  fhould 
not  be  eager  to  renew  negociations  to  which  the  prefent 
and  reciprocal  lituation  of  affairs  promifes  a  rapid  pro- 
grefs.  On  every  fide  the  voice  of  nations  and  of  huma¬ 
nity  implores  the  conclufion  of  a  war,  marked  already  by 
fuch  great  calamities,  and  the  prolongation  of  which  threat¬ 
ens  Europe  with  an  univerfal  convulfion  and  irremedi¬ 
able  evils.  It  is,  therefore,  to  put  a  (top  to  the  courfeof 
thelc  calamities;  or  in  order  that  their  terrible  confe- 
quences  may  be  reproached  to  thofe  only  who  ihall  have 
provoked  them,  that  the  Firft  Conful  of  the  French  Re¬ 
public  propofes  to  put  an  immediate  end  to  hoftilities,  by 
agreeing  to  a  fufpenfion  of  arms,  and  naming  plenipoten¬ 
tiaries  on  each  fide,  who  fhould  repair  to  Dunkirk,  or  any 
other  town  as  advantageoufly  fituated  for  the  quicknefs 
of  the  refpedtive  communications,  and  who  Ihall  apply 
thcmfelves,  without  delay,  to  effeft  the  re-eftablifhment  of 
peace  and  good  underftanding  between  the  French  Repub- 
lie  and  England. 

“  The  Firft  Conful  offers  to  give  the  paflports  which 
may  be  neceflary  for  this  purpofe. 

(Signed)  “  Ch.  Mau.  Taubyrakd, 

“  Paris,  the  24th  Nivose,  (14lh  Jan.  1800,) 

3th  Year  of  the  French  Republic.'’ 
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ANSWER. 

“  From  Lord  Grenville  to  the  Minifier for  Foreign 
Affairs  at  Paris. 

"  SIR,  Downing-street,  Jan.  20,  1800. 

“  I  have  the  honour  to  inclcfe  to  you  the  anfwer  which 
his  Majefty  has  direfled  me  to  return  to  the  official  Note 
which  you  tranfmitted  to  me.  ]  have  the  honour  to  be, 
with  high  confideration,  Sir,  your  moil  obedient  humble 
fervant, 

(Signed)  “Grenville. 

“  To  the  Minifter  for  Foreign  Affairs,  occ.  at  Paris.” 

NOTE. 

“  The  official  Note  tranfmitted  by  the  Miniiler  for  Fo¬ 
reign  Affairs  in  France,  and  received  by  the  underfigr.ee 
on  the  r8th  inftant,  has  been  laid  before  the  King. 

“  His  Majefty  cannot  forbear  expreffing  the  concern 
with  which  he  cbferves,  in  that  Note,  that  th  unprovoked 
aggreffions  of  France,  the  foie  caufe  and  origin  of  the  war, 
are  fyftematically  defended  by  herprefent  Ruler  under  the 
fame  injurious  pretences  by  which  they  were  originally  at¬ 
tempted  to  be  difguifed.  His  Majefty  will  not  enter  into 
the  refutation  of  allegations  now  univerfally  exploced,  and, 
in  fo  far  as  they  refpedt  his  Majefty ’s  condudl,  not  only  in 
themfclves  utterly  groundlefs,  but  contradicted  both  by  the 
internal  evidence  of  the  tranfaCtions  to  which  they  relate 
and  alfo  by  the  exprefs  teftimony  (given  at  the  time)  of  the 
government  of  France  itfclf. 

“  With  refpeft  to  the  objeCt  of  the  Note,  his  Majefty  can 
only  refer  io  the  anfwer  which  he  has  already  given. 

“He  has  explained,  without  Teferve,  the  obftacles  which, 
in  his  judgment,  preclude,  at  the  prefect  moment,  all  hope 
of  advantage  from  negotiation.  All  the  inducements  to  treat, 
which  are  relied  upon  in  the  French  official  note  ;  the  per- 
fional  difpofitions  which  are  faid  to  prevail  for  the  conclulion 
of  peace  and  for  the  future  obfervance  of  treaties ;  the  power 
of  enfuriog  the  effeft  of  thofe  difpofitions,  fuppofing  them 
to  exift  j  and  the  folidity  of  the  fyftein  newly  eftablifhed. 
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after  fo  rapid  a  fuceeffion  of  revolutions ;  all  thefe  are  points 
which  can  be  known  only  from  that  teft  to  which  his  Ma¬ 
jefty  has  already  referred  them — the  refult  of  experience 
and  the  evidence  of  fafls. 

“  With  that  fincerity  and  plainnefs  which  his  anxiety  for 
the  re-eftablilhment  of  peace  indifpenfably  required,  his 
Majefty  has  pointed  out  to  France  the  fureft  and  fpeediefl 
means  for  the  attainment  of  that  great  objeft.  But  he 
has  declared  in  terms  equally  explicit,  and  with  the  fame 
ftncerity,  that  he  entertains  no  defire  to  prefcribe  to  a. 
foreign  nation  the  form  of  its  government ;  that  he  looks 
only  to  the  fecurity  of  his  own  dominions  and  of  Europe  j. 
and  that  whenever  that  effential  objeft  can  in  his  judg¬ 
ment  be,  in  any  manner  whatever,  fufficiently  provided 
for,  he  will  eagerly  concert  with  his  Allies  the  means  of 
immediate  and  joint  negociation  for  the  re>eftablifhmer.t 
of  general  tranquillity. 

“  To  thefe  declarations  his  Majefty  fteadily  adheres, .and 
it  is  only  on  the  grounds  thus  ftated,  that  his  regard  to 
the  fafety  of  his  fubjefts  will  fuffer  him  to  renounce  that 
fyftem  of  vigorous  defence,  to  which,  under  the  favour 
of  Providence,  his  kingdoms  owe  the  fecurity  of  thofc. 
bleffings  which  they  now  enjoy. 

(Signed)  “GRENVILLE, 

*'  Downing-street,  Jan,  SO,  1800.. 

The  manner  of  introducing  this  difcuffion  has 
formed  a  new  ;epoch  in  the  hiftory  of  diplomacy;, 
and  the  only  marked  and  clearly  delineated  feature  of 
it  is,  the  egotifm  and  impatience  of  the  Firft  Conful, 
who  had  fcarcely  flept  upon  his  ufurpation,  before  he 
had  refolved  to  trample  upon  all  the  forms  that  unite 
civilized  fociety  together,  and  to  tempt  one  of  the 
greateft  fovereigns  of  Europe  to  confpire  with  him  in 
the  defpotic  triumph.  The  apparent  naviete  of  the 
proceeding,  dripped  of  colateral  conlideration,  was- 
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juft  calculated  to  infpire  an  unwary  people  with  con¬ 
fidence  in  the  good  faith  and  honour  of  the  Conful  : 
but  thofe  who  had  read  his  communications  with  the 
Turks,  and  his  Letters  to  Kieber,  muft  have  been 
credulous  indeed,  to  have  regarded  it  in  any  other 
light  than  as  a  meafure  of  refined  policy,  reforted  to 
for  his  own  convenience. 
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CHAPTER  IX. 

Parliamentary  Difcuflions  on  the  continuance  of  the  War. 
— The  Archduke  Charles  fufiefefld. — Severe  Reflexions 
of  the  French  Government  againfl  the  Englfli  for  rejecting 
the  Overtures  of  Peace. 

A  MESSAGE  from  the  King  accompanied  the  pa- 
pers  relative  to  the  negociation,  which  were  prefented 
to  Parliament  on  the  2zd  of  January. 

In  the  Houfe  of  Lords,  on  Tuefday,  January  28, 
Lord  Grenville,  on  moving  an  addrefs,  in  an  elo¬ 
quent  fpeech,  of  three  hours,  faid,  That  he  found  it 
neceflary  to  take  a  review  of  the  conduc'd  of  our  ene¬ 
mies,  to  fhevv  how  far  any  reliance  could  be  placed  on 
thei/  profeffions.  Elis  Lordfliip  proceeded  to  obferve, 
that  M.  Talleyrand  had  afted  in  conjunction  with 
M.  Chauvelin,  and  was  named  in  the  commiffion  fent 
by  the  late  French  1  monarch,  when  he  expretTed  his 
thanks  to  this  country,  which  he  looked  upon  ns  his 
guardian  angel,  for  having  declined  any  part  in  the 
convention  of  Pilnitz ;  and  yet  Talleyrand  attempts 
to  defend  now  what  he  then  knew  to  be  falfe !  His 
Lordfliip  thought  the  propofed  fufpenfion  of  arms  to 
be  even  worfe  than  a  treaty ;  fuch  a  meafure  might, 
indeed,  be  of  advantage  to  France  in  many  points  of 
view,  but  could  be  of  no  benefit  to  Britain.  His 
Lordfhip’s  arguments  on  this  fuLjedi  were  fo  obvious 
as  not  to  need  recapitulation.  He  condemned  very 
feverely  their  profeffions  of  peace  while  they  conti¬ 
nued  at  war  with  every  power  in  Europe,  except 
Sweden  and  Denmark.  Spain  he  confidered  to  be  in 
perfect  fubjeftiorl  to  the  Gallic  yoke,  and  the  tyran* 
nical  fubje&ion  of  Holland  was  too  well  known. 
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His  Lordfliip  thought  that  whenever  the  govern.’ 
ment  of  France  fliould  abandon  its  prefent  principles, 
and  become  able  to  preferve  the  relations  of  peace  and 
amity,  it  might  fafely  be  treated  with.  He  condemned 
the  ideas  which  had  been  entertained  out  of  doors  on 
the  fubjeft  of  negociation,  and  he  hoped  their  Lord- 
fhips  would  fully  unite  in  an  humble  addrefs  to  his 
Majefly  on  the  occafion. 

The  proofs  that  the  French  Conful  had  given  of 
his  eagernefs  for  peace  required  fome  degree  of  in- 
veftigation,  not  only  into  their  arguments  but  into  the 
character  of  the  man,  whom  his  Lordlhip  placed  in  a 
very  opprobrious  view  :  a  man,  who,  he  faid,  had  be¬ 
gan  his  oppofition  at  the  mouth  of  a  cannon  and  pre- 
ferved  it  at  the  point  of  a  bayonet.  To  Buonaparte 
his  Lordfliip  attributed  the  ill  fuccefs  of  all  the  treaties 
hitherto  commenced,  and  to  whom  was  attributable 
all  the  misfortunes  that^at  prefent  overwhelmed  Eu¬ 
rope  :  by  treaties  and  fufpenfions  of  arms  they  had 
been  uniformly  deceived,  and  could  have  no  pofiible 
confidence  in  the  profeflions  of  an  enemy.  He  even 
followed  Buonaparte  into  Egypt  to  deteft  his  dupli¬ 
city,  and  fpoke  of  the  intercepted  correfpondence, 
which  explained,  as  his  Lordlhip  thought,  the  inten¬ 
tions  of  the  French  General.  He  reprobated  Buo¬ 
naparte  as  a  traitor  and  an  atheifl ;  and  aflerted,  that 
his  defigns  were,  ultimately,  to  bring  about  the 
deftru&ion  of  Eritilh  commerce.  The  Addrefs  was 
read. 

The  Duke  of  Bedford  argued  calmly  againfl  the 
prefent  meafures,  and  moved  an  amendment 

Lord  Romney,  a  friend  of  the  miniftrv,  faid,  That, 
on  the  prefent  occafion,  he  rofc  with  pecui  ai  diffi¬ 
culty  and  embarratfinent.  He  could  not  but  girt  bis 
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approbation  to  the  energy  of  the  executive  govern¬ 
ment  and  to  the  prudence  of  thofe  who  guided  his 
Majefty’s  councils.  He  was  convinced  of  the  flnce- 
rity  of  the  wifli  exprefl'ed  by  our  Sovereign  and  his 
minifters  for  peace  ;  he  could  not  think,  however, 
that  the  latter,  in  the  prefent  inftance,  had  taken  the 
moll  advantageous  ground.  The  plaufible  language 
of  Buonaparte  was  fuch  as  may,  poflibly,  anfwer  his  ' 
wifli,  by  creating  a  divifion  of  fentiment  among  the 
people  of  this  country.  He  had  no  opinion  of  Buo¬ 
naparte,  who,  at  the  time  of  the  treaty  of  Campo 
Formio,  had  proclaimed  that  England  Ihould  not 
exift  !  but  his  language  was  no  w  changed, -and  where 
was  the  man  who  could  afl’ert  that  his  fentiments  had 
not  undergone  a  fimilar  alteration  ?  In  his  opinion, 
therefore,  our  minifters  fliould  have  held  the  fame 
language  as  they  did  previoufly  to  the  negociations  at 
Lifle,  and  have  faid,  that  they  were,  at  all  limes,  ready 
to  treat  “  for  ourfelves  and  for  our  allies.”  It  was 
of  no  confequence  to  the  people  of  France  whether 
they  fought  for  a  Bourbon  or  a  Buonaparte,  in  either 
cafe,  they  could  never  fubmit  to  be  treated  as  a  con¬ 
quered  nation.  He  could  not  agree  in  approving 
wholly  the  conduct  which  minifters  had  purfued  on 
the  prefent  occafion;  but  as  he  had  ftill  greater  ob¬ 
jections  to  the  amendment  offered  by  the  noble  Duke, 
he  fliould  decline  to  vote  on  the  prefent  queftion. 

Lord  Holland,  the  Earl  of  Caernarvon,  Lord  Bor- 
ingdon,  the  Earl  of  Liverpool,  the  Etr’  of  Carlifte, 
and  Lord  Auckland,  delivered  their  lentiments,  when 
the  addrefs  was  carried  by  a  great  majority. 

The  Meflage  was  difeufled  in  the  Hoiife  of  Com¬ 
mons,  on  Monday,  February  3.  The  fpeeches  5f 
Mr.  Secretary  Dundas,  (Lord  Melville)  and  Meilrs. 
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Whitbread,  Canning,  and  Erlkine,  were  diftinguiffieri 
for  argument  and  information ;  but,  thofe  of  the 
two  great  leaders  of  Adminiifration  and  Oppofition, 
give  a  correfl  and  ample  ftatement  of  the  arguments 
urged  for  and  again!!  the  commencement  of  nego¬ 
tiation. 

Mr.  Fitt  commenced  his  fpeech,  by  obferving, 
that  the  queftion  before  the  Houle  appeared  to  him 
to  be,  whether  the  inevitable  deftinies  of  the  world 
were  fuch  as  obviated  the  poffibility  of  their  being 
controuled  by  any  human  exertions;  and  whether, 
imprelfed  with  that  idea,  the  people  and  government 
of  this  country  were  patiently  to  relign  themfelves 
to  a  paffive  endurance  of  a  fyftem  founded  on  prin¬ 
ciples,  the  inquiry  of  which  was  admitted  by  Mr. 
Erlkine,  who  had  laft  addrelfed  the  Houle,  and  he 
fruited  by  every  one  elfe  who  heard  him.  Fie  was 
extremely  lorry  to  have  heard  th^t  Honourable  Gen¬ 
tleman  infer,  that  let  the  French  revolution,  in  its 
origin  and  continuance  have  been  produ&ive  of 
every  poffible  evil;  that  fuppofing  it  the  tnoft  dread¬ 
ful  vifitation  with  which  heaven  had  ever  afflifted 
mankind,  Hill  that  it  was  not  juflifiable  in  this  coun¬ 
try  to  oppofe  itfelf  as  a  barrier  to  its  further  pro- 
grefs.  Contemplating  the  fubjeft  in  this  view,  he 
would  enter  fomewhat  in  detail,  though  he  willied 
to  detain  the  Houfe  as  lliort  a  time  as  poffible.  It 
was,  he  conceived,  impoffible  to  feparate  the  quef¬ 
tion  now  before  the  Houfe  from  the  antecedent 
caufes  of  the  Is  :nch  revolution;  yet,  the  Honourable 
Gentleman  bad  altogether  omitted  referring  in  the 
leal!  refpeft  t,a  thole  caufes  :  he  had  merely  recapi¬ 
tulated  the  arguments  contained  in  the  Pamphlet  he 
had  written,  vrhichhad  been  repeatedly  advanced  oa 
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former  occafions  by  him,  and  others  of  the  oppoti- 
tion  fpeakers  and  publishers  within  and  without 
doors.  It  was  ncceflary  to  confider,  whether  in 
negotiating  with  the  enemy,  we  had  a  fair  profpeft 
of  an  adequate  fecurity  for  the  observance  of  the 
terms  of  the  negotiation.  This  queftion,  however, 
could  not  be  decided  without  adverting  to  the  ori¬ 
ginal  conduct  of  the  French;  and  he  maintained, 
that  before  any  man  could  concur  in  opinion  with 
the  Honorable  Gentleman,  it  muft  have,  been  Safe  in 
this  country  to  have  acceded  to  the  overtures  of 
the  French:  he  muft  have  been  convinced  that  the 
fyftem  of  the  French  revolution  did  not  exhibit 
thofe  ciicumftances  of  danger  arifing  out  of  the 
fituation  of  France,  which  rendered  it  inadequate  to 
impart  fecurity  to -the  negociations  it  might  enter 
on ;  or  that  the  recent  change  which  had  taken  place 
had  given  that  fecurity  and  confidence  to  the  govern¬ 
ment  which  before  were  wanting  ;  or,  3dly,  he  mull 
have  believed  that  the  danger  had  never  exifted,  or 
had  even  now  ceafed;  yet,  from  the  view  of  its 
prefent  ftate  and  future  profpeCts,  we  were  bound  to 
accept  an  inadequate  fecurity  rather  than  run  the 
further  rifle  of  a  prolongation  of  the  conteft  in  which 
we  were  engaged.  When  he  heard  the  Honorable 
Gentleman  again  giving  the  Houfe  thofe  arguments 
he  had  fo  often  urged,  and  advancing,  upon  the 
authority  of  his  own  writings,  that  the  origin  of  the 
war  was  to  be  imputed  to  the  difmiflal  of  j\I.  Chau- 
velin,  he  was  tempted  to  make  a  fhort  reply :  there 
was  a  degree  of  inaccuracy  as  to  dates  in  his  ftare- 
ment,  and  that  of  Talleyrand,  which  he  had  obftrved 
generally  characterized  men  of  their  great  genius. 
Speaking  of  the  firft  profefiions  of  the  French  Re- 
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public,  it  had  been  dated,  that  they  had,  from  the 
beginning,  been  actuated  by  a  love  of  peace,  and  a 
refpecl  for  other  nations :  and  that  if  they  had  ap¬ 
peared  to  have  departed  from  that  fydem,  they 
would  not  have  done  fo  without  the  provocation  of 
other  nations.  The  outrages  fuppofed  to  have  been 
offered  to  France  were  attributed  to  the  example  fet 
bv  England  in  difmiffing  M.  Chauvelin,  and  that 
difmilfal  was  alluded  to  as  having  made  future  difcuf- 
fiou  between  the  two  countries  impodible:  the  fadl 
was,  all  the  caufes  which  would  have  judified  a 
declaration  of  war  on  the  part  of  this  country  had 
been  previously  fubmitted  to  difcudion  ;  and  France 
had  {fated,  if  ws  were  not  fatisfied  as  to  the  points 
propofed  by  her  as  her  ultimatum,  the  would  confi- 
der  our  rejection  as  a  declaration  of  war.  While 
matters  were  in  this  fituation,  there  followed  that 
atrocious  deed  which  he  could  not  but  confider  as 
one  of  the  blacked  and  moll  atrocious  murders  ever 
committed.  Thole  who  aflumed  the  government 
required  we  dtould  acknowledge  the  ambaflador  of 
the  deceafed  King  as  the  diplomatic  agent  of  the 
French  Republic — it  was  returned  for  anfwer,  that, 
as  he  had  been  accredited  the  reprefentative  of  a 
power  unlawfully  murdered,  this  country  could  not 
continue  him  in  his  former  capacity  ;  the  French, 
by  their  facrilegious  murder  of  Louis  XVI.  had  put 
a  period  to  the  functions  of  M.  Chauvelin,  his 
minifter;  he  no  longer  appeared  in  the  fame  capa¬ 
city  ;  miniffers  had  been  armed  with  the  extraor¬ 
dinary  powers  of  the  Alien  A<d,  which  enabled  them 
to  drive  all  fufpected  perfons  from  the  kingdom; 
would  it  have  been  fit  or  confident  to  have  fuffered 
M.  Chauvelin  to  have  remained  after  the  acf  of  his 
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nation  had  terminated  his  million  ?  the  next  point 
was,  as  to  the  caufe  of  the  rejection  of  the  ultima¬ 
tum  of  the  French  government.  It  was  their  acting 
hoftilely  againft  our  Ally,  in  confequence  of  the 
alTumption  of  a  right  fuperfeding  the  law  of  nations— 
the  right  of  opening  the  Scheld.  In  either  a  mili¬ 
tary  or  maritime  point  of  view1,  the  opening  of  that 
river  was  important :  ^  but  it  became  ftill  more  fo, 
l^ecaufe,  on  the  fame  principle,  they  could  determine 
tliai-the  Rhine  and  the  Alps  were  the  natural  bound¬ 
aries  of  Fi  ance.  They  were  alio  marching,  by  rapid 
ftrides,  into  Holland,  and  had  given  orders  to  purfue 
the  Auftrian  generals  into  neutral  countries ;  they 
had  fliewn  their  contempt  of  aggrandifement,  by 
annexing  Belgium  to  their  dominions,  and  their  dif- 
pofition  for  peace,  by  wrefting  Savoy  from  the  King 
of  Sardinia.  In  addition  to  thefe  arbitrary  aCts,  they 
paffed  the  decree  of  the  19th  November*  promifing 
French  protection  to  all  who  wi Died  for  revolutionary 
freedom,  and  fealed  their  promife  by  the  depolition 
and  murder  of  their  fovereign.  Encouraged  by  the 
long  forbearance  of  the  government  of  this  country, 
and  the  infoience  of  thofe  difaffeCted  fubjeCts  who 
had  been  milled  by  the  propagation  of  their  prin¬ 
ciples,  they  had  already  anticipated  their  triumph  ; 
and,  reeking  with  the  biood  of  their  fovereign, 
looked  forward,  with  exultation,  to  the  day  on  which 
the  people  of  England  ihould  co-operate  with  their 
National  Convention.  Their  explanation  of  this  de¬ 
cree  was,  that  it  never  was  intended  to  be  carried 
into  effect,  unlefs  where  a  whole  nation  was  unani¬ 
mous.  After  this  came  the  decree  of  the  15th  of 
December;  a  decree  which  he  could  not  but  fuppofc 
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the  Honorable  Gentleman  had  totally  forgot,  for  k 
was  nothing  more  or  lefs  than  a  declaration  of  war 
againft  all  regular  and  civilized  governments.  It 
Hated,  that  wherever  the  armies  of  the  French  came, 
every  endeavour  fhould  be  ufed  to  form  the  people 
according  to  the  principles  of  the  French  Republic. 
In  order  to  carry  this  decree  into  effeft,  they  had 
waged  war  with  all  the  nations  of  Europe,  fave  two ; 
and  thofe  two  had,  perhaps,  kept  aloof  from  the 
conteft,  in  confequence  of  their  averfion  to  carrying 
on  a  defenfive  war.  The  principles  of  that  decree 
had  been  applied  to  every  one  of  thofe  nations  with 
whom  the  French  Republic  had  come  in  contact. 
It  had  been  propol'ed  that  this  decree  fhould  be 
confined  to  thofe  nations  with  whom  France  was 
actually  at  war,  but  that  propofal,  by  a  great  majority, 
had  been  reiedled. 

The  new  deflroyers  of  thrones  had  forefeen,  with 
accuracy,  the  extent  to  which  they  could  realize  their 
projects,  and  had  been  upon  the  look-out  how  to 
make  them  the  current  bulinefs  of  the  day,  and  the 
Handing  orders  of  the  Half  of  the  army.  The  de¬ 
cree  he  alluded  to  contained  a  fchedule,  as  accu¬ 
rately  and  methodically  arranged  as  any  fchedule 
relative  to  the  common  routine  of  bulinefs  in  this 
country.  There  was  enclofed  to  every  general  a 
blank,  to  be  filled  up  with  the  name  of  the  nation 
requiring  the  aid  of  the  Republic  :  thus  anticipating 
the  judgment  of  all  nations,  and  pre-determining 
hat  they  fhould  be  diffatisfied  with  their  refpeftive 
•  y/ernments.  By  the  decree  of  the  15th  of  Decem¬ 
ber.  thofe  who  refufed  to  fuffer  France  to  execute 
yy  -  ght  of  affimilation,  were  to  be  treated  as  con- 
ru  ;  j  enemies.  It  was  not  till  after  all  thefe  ag- 
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grefilons,  that  M.  Chauvelin  wss  ordered  to  depart; 
but  dill  the  Englifli  government,  though  we  are 
almod  adiamed  to  own  it,  left  open  the  door  of 
negociation  till  war  was  declared  not  by  England, 
but  France.  The  Houfe  had  been  told  that  this 
country  hod  fupported  the  combination  of  other 
countries -againd  France y  the  evidence  he  had  to 
disprove  this  was  unanfwerable.- — ill,  There  were  the 
documents. — 2-ndly,  The  confeffionsof  the  Bridbtines 
and  Robefpierres,  criminating  each  other,  and  both 
acquitting  England  ; — 3 d ly.  It  had  been  dated,  in  a 
manner  amounting  to  proof,  that  the  treaties  of 
Pavia  and  Piinitz  were  fp virions  or  mifreprefente'd. 
As  to  the  treaty  of  Pavia  -it  was  an  utter  forgery, 
and  the  treaty  of  Piinitz  was  fufpended  by  the  releafe 
of  the  King  of  France  from  his  durance,  and  his 
fubfequent  acceptation  of  a  condiiution,  which,  by  a 
natural  progreffion,  had  conducted  him  to  the  fcaf- 
fold.  With  regard  to  the  hodilities  having  been 
determined  on  by  France,  previous  to  M.  Chauve- 
lin’s  having  been  difmifled  from  country,  he 
inferred  the  fad  from  t he  publications  of  Dumouner, 
BrifTot,  and  the  American  minifter,  Genet.  If  Eng¬ 
land  had  erred,  it  had  heen  from  too  fond  an  adhe¬ 
rence  to  a  fydem  diametrically  onpefbe  to  that 
which  France  had  purfued  ;  and  vould  venture  to 
date,  that,  prior  to  the  difmidion  of  Chauvelin,  no¬ 
provocation  had  been  given  at  all  by  this  govern¬ 
ment,  though  it  would  have  been  amply  judified  by 
fire  decrees  of  the  French  Convention.  England 
would  have  been  juftified  in  declaring  war  when  die 
faw  France,  not  only  dire&ing  hodlle  meafures  againd 
her  immediate  intereds,  but  involving  the  Emperor, 
jiier  Ally.  Had  the  Englidi  government  fought  to 
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make  the  war  unavoidable?  on  the  contrary,  he 
had  documents  to  prove  its  conduct  had  been  alto¬ 
gether  neutral;  but  with  this  condition,  that  France 
was  not  to  attack  it  through  the  medium  of  its  Al¬ 
lies.  It  was  not  till  after  the  battle  of  Jernappe, 
when  our  Allies  had  been  attacked,  and  the  decree 
of  Fraternity  had  palled,  that  war  was  entered  into 
by  this  country.  Fie  next  referred  to  the  difpatch 
of  the  29th  December,  1 792,  from  Lord  Grenville 
to  our  miniffer  at  Ruffia,  defiring,  on  the  part  of 
Ruffia,  to  have  an  explanation  on  the  fubjedt  of  the 
war  with  France;  the  two  leading  points  wilhed  to 
be  communicated  were, — Firft,  The  plan  of  conduct 
previous  to  the  commencement  of  hoftilities;  and 
whether  it  would  not  be  poffible  to  avert  the  threat¬ 
ened  calamities  ?— Secondly,  Whether,  if  that  could 
not  be  effected,  the  forces  of  die  Allied  Powers  were 
fufficient  to  carry  on  the  war  with  hopes  of  fuccefs  ? 
The  project  of  this  country  intended  to  avert  the 
war  with  France,  was  comprifed  in  the  following 
terms  of  peace;  namely,  the  withdrawing  of  their 
armies,  reftoring  the  conquefts  they  had  made,  we 
giving  an  unequivocal  proof  of  our  intention  not  to 
foment  any  troubles  in  France,  or  to  interfere  in 
their  political  affairs,  but  to  preferve  the  relations  of 
peace  and  amity.  With  regard  to  the  fecond  point, 
it  was  not  neceffary  to  enlarge  upon  it.  If  any  one 
fliould  alk,  whether  there  was  any  excitement  in  the 
declaration  of  the  Britifh  government  on  the  fubjcct, 
with  reference  to  hoffilities,  he  would  anfwer,  that 
the  only  circumffance  to  be  alledged  againft  their 
conduct  was,  that  it  had  been  too  flow  in  adopting 
hoftile  meafures ;  and  that  it  had  vainly  thought 
forbearance  would  have  been  effectual  :  he  would 
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fay  no  more  as  to  the  origin  of  the  war.  He  con¬ 
tended  that  the  fyftern  of  French  rcpublicanifin 
Mould  never  be  deftroyed  until  the  principles  on 
which  it  was  founded  were  extinguifhed,  or  its 
ftrength  exhaufted.  He  faid  he  might  enter  into  a 
variety  of  other  observations  upon  this  part  of  the 
fubjedt ;  but  he  would  content  himfelf  with  obferv- 
ing,  that  the  French  revolution  had  produced  one 
continued  Scene  of  aggreffion  toward  every  nation 
in  Europe  :  it  was  impoffible  to  take  up  a  map,  and 
lay  your  hands  on  any  one  country  in  which  France 
had  not  committed  fome  devaluation,  infringed  fome 
treaty,  or  violated  fome  law  of  nations;  the  fhft  inT 
the  lift  was  the  attack  of  the  French  on  the  papal, 
rights,  by  feizing  upon  Avignon,  exerciling  every 
fpecies  of  cruelty,  and  compelling  it,  at  the  point  of 
the  bayonet,  to  implore  a  mere  nominal  freedom ; 
the  next  depredation  was  the  feizure  of  Porentrui, 
belonging  to  the  Bifliop  of  Bafle;  to  thefe  were  to 
be  added  the  feizure  of  Savoy,  which  had  been 
incorporated  with  the  Republic,  and  the  attack  upon 
the  dominions  of  Auftria,  Ruflta,  and  Germany. 
He  proceeded  to  ftate  the  relative  fituation  of  France 
and  the  Allied  Powers,  at  the  time  of  the  commence¬ 
ment  of  hoftilitics,  and  referred  the  motive  tor  the 
arbitrary  feizures  of  the  French,  not  to  the  mif+ 
conduct  of  the  powers  whofe  territories  they  in- 
vadsd,  but  to  the  ingenious  difcovery  that  the  Rhine 
and  the  Alps  were  tfte  natural  boundaries  of  France. 
He  then  adverted  to  the  unwarrantable  attack  of 
the  French  upon  the  various  ftates  of  Italy,  the 
dominions  of  the  King  of  Sardinia,  the  coaverfion 
of  Genoa  and  Tllfcany  into  republics,  the  rcvolu- 
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tionizing  Venice,  and  the  fubfequent  transfer  of  it 
to  the  dominions  of  Auftria.  He  cenfured  the  con¬ 
duct  of  .Auftria  in  accepting  an  indemnification  by 
the  ceflion  of  Venice ;  but  affirmed,  however  unjuft 
that  indemnification  might  have  been,  yet,  if  there 
was  anything  for  which  Venice  would  thank  the 
French,  it  would  be  for  transferring  it  to  the  defpo- 
tifm  of  Vienna,  inftead  of  retaining  it  in  their  fra¬ 
ternal  embraces.  He  alluded  to  the  former  negocia- 
tionsfor  peace,  contending  that  they  did  not  manifeft 
the  leaft  fpirit,  on  the  part  of  this  country,  for  dif- 
membering  France.  England  was  Miftrefs  of  the 
Seas,  had  collected  the  wealth  of  the  world,  had 
annihilated  the  commerce  of  France,  and  had  doubled 
her  own  :  yet,  pre-eminent  as  was  her  fituation,  llie 
aimed  not  at  the  partition  of  the  ancient  territory  of 
France,  but  offered  to  return  a  part  of  thofe  con- 
qtfefts,  every  one  of  which  (lie  had  certainly  a  right 
M  retain.  The  negociations  were  broken  off  by 
France  new-moulding  her  code  of  laws,  and  pre¬ 
tending  that  what  fhe  had  once  annexed  to  her  ter¬ 
ritory  could  never  afterward  be  furrendered.  Was 
it  a  proof  France  was  purfued  with  unrelenting  hof- 
tility,  when  ftie  was  not  defired  to  give  up  all  Hie 
had  obtained,  and  would  not  vviff)  to  retain  all  we 
had  conquered  ?  attended  with  fimilar  aggravations 
had  been  the  conduct  of  the  French  with  regard  to 
Modena,  Naples,  &rc.  in  all  of  which  acts  of  oppref- 
fion,  the  name  of  Buonaparte  appeared  as  the  prin¬ 
cipal  perfonage.  He  referred  to  the  laft  overtures 
for  peace  made  by  this  country,  by  which  we  freely 
offered  all  we  had,  requiring  only  from  France  a 
part  of  that  we  had  conquered  from  Holland.  But 
it  was  in  vain  thefe  terms  were  offered;  having 
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fpurned  the  offers  of  England,  and  being  relieved 
from  the  war  with  Auftria,  {he  attacked  Switzerland, 
where  that  dreadful  fcene  of  carnage  and  horror  took, 
place,  which  fully  unmaiked  the  conduct  of  the 
French  to  thofe  who  were  previotifly  blind  to  their 
deformity.  Military  laws  were  applied  to  fubjedl  a 
people  proverbial  for  the  innocence  of  their  lives, 
and  the  inhabitants  of  a  fpot  which  had  been  confi- 
dered  an  aft  turn  for  peaceful  freedom. 

If  any  one  wifhed  to  contemplate  the  picture  of 
French,crut':y,  he  would  alk,  whether  it  was  not  the 
natural  remit  of  the  French  revolution,  and  of  thofe 
principles  which  had  made  as  much  mifery  in  France 
as  in  the  reft  of  the  world?  He  alluded  to  the  con¬ 
duct  of  France  toward  America,  which,  he  fa  id ,  if 
anything  had  been  wanting,  had  completely  changed 
the  minds  of  thofe  who  had  before  entertained  the 
leaf!  doubt ;  their  conduft  had  been  fordid  in  the 
higheft  degree,  and  formed  a  new  inflance  of  that 
fpirit  of  revolution,  which  was  not  confined  to 
Europe  alone.  The  only  fubitft  that  remained  to 
fpeak  upon  was,  the  expedition  to  Egypt ;  but 
firft,  he  would  advert  to  the  ifland  of  Malta,  merely 
to  lliew  there  was  no  place  too  fmall  to  elude 
the  vigilance  of  the  all-fearching  eye  of  the  French 
revolution.  The  attack  on  Egypt,  he  obferved, 
was  made  in  the  name  of  the  French  king,  who 
had  been  murdered,  and  was  pretended  to  be  fane- 
tioned  by  tnc  Grand  Seignor,  whofe  dominions 
were  invaded ;  that  the  a  (Tent  of  the  Grand  Seignor 
was  with  held  by  the  machinations  of  Ruffia;  that 
they  had  abjured  Chriftianity  in  favour  of  the  Muf 
ful man  faith ;  and  that  their  objedt  was  to  attack  the 
Englifh  poffefiions  in  the  Eaft  Indies.  At  the  very 
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moment  negociations  for  peace  were  carrying  on  they 
were  accompanied  by  a  revolutionary  attack,  accord¬ 
ing  to  the  fyflem  of  the  French,  by  fending  meflen- 
gers  of  peace  and  freedom  to  the  Eaft,  who  were  to 
recommend  deftruCtion  to  all  fovereigns,  except  their 
good  ally,  citizen  Tippoo:  they  have  been  fitly  re¬ 
warded  for  their  perfidy  by  having  now  no  other 
Sovereign  on  the  throne  or  France  than  a  rank  citizen 
Tippoo.  The  nature  of  the  French  fyflem  was  no¬ 
thing  but  an  infatiable  love  of  aggrandizement :  that 
was  its  governing  principle;  It  was  the  foul  that  ani¬ 
mated  it  at  its  bi  :h,  and  certainly  would  not  defert  it 
till  its  extinction  ;  it  had  been  invariably  the  fame  at 
every  flage  of  the  revolution  ;  it  equally  belonged  to 
BrifTot,  Robefpierre,  Reubell,  and  Barras ;  but  it  be¬ 
longed  more  than  all  to  Buonaparte,  in  whom  were 
united  all  their  powers  and  all  their  crimes.  He  def- 
cribed  France,  in  her  prefent  fituation,  as  bleeding 
at  every  poye,  and  by  her  miferies  afking  pardon  of 
God  and  man  for  her  enormities  With  no  means  of 
enjoyment  herfelf,  yet  fine  pofllfted  gigantic  powers  to 
annoy  and  harafs  her  neighbours :  the  French  Republic 
marche  forth  the  terror  and  difmay  of  the  world, 
and  macie  every  nation  the  theatre  of  her  crimes : 
bathe  trufted,  while  the  people  of  this  country  could 
wield  a  fword,  or  procure  the  finews  of  war,  they 
would  not  ceafe  to  oppofe  them.  He  obferved,  that 
hiftory  would  be  inadequate  to  record  fuch  a  black 
catalogue  of  crimes  as  characterized  France  at  this 
time.  He  afked,  whether  it  was  poffible  the  recent 
change  of  government  .  fid  have  tur n i filed  any  fe- 
curity  again  ft  the  comm  .1  ganger:  not  one  of  the 
republics  which  had  been  raifed  by  France  had  con¬ 
tinued  long  enough  to  deferve  the  character  of  fta- 
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biiity.  A  gain  (1  this  revolutionary  fyitem  what  was  the 
fecurity  offered  ?  He  could  not  better  film  it  up  than 
in  the  words  ot  the  reporter  (Boulay  de  la  Meurthe) 
when  the  new  coniliiulion  was  recommended  to  the 
French  nation  at  the  point  of  the  bayonet  [he  here 
read  the  extra&s  from  the  report.]  Such  had  been 
the  evidence  given  by  Buonaparte  himfelf  againft  the 
competency  of  his  predeceflois,  in  whofe  fervice  he 
had  won  thofe  victories  which  had  procured  him,  too 
eafily,  the  fame  of  unrivalled  fortune.  Thank  heaven! 
that  fame  was  now  eclipfed,  by  the  exploits  of  a  ge¬ 
neral  fuperior  to  him  in  fortune  as  in  talents,  and  the 
flar  of  Buonaparte  “  dims  its  ineffectual  light”  before 
the  riling  l'plendour  of  Suwarrow.  Eciipfed  in  his 
military  reputation,  he  has  now  commenced  ftatefman 
and  legiflator,  and  has,  with  fudden  violence  and 
lucky  temerity,  effected  that  change  in  the  govern¬ 
ment  of  France,  on  the  merits  of  which,  and  of  his 
own  character,  he  grounds  the  pofiibility  of  negotia¬ 
tion. 

But  let  us  fee  what  this  change  has  been  ;  let  us 
paufe,  and  examine  what  is  its  peculiar  character,  what 
is  its  probable  {lability,  what  are  its  promifed  fruits. 
There  has  been  a  change  indeed,  but  a  change  in  the 
exterior  forms  rather  than  in  reality  and  principle. 
The  new  government  has  ereCted  itfeif  on  the  fame 
contempt  of  public  opinion  as  the  former  govern¬ 
ments  :  like  the  former,  it  is  a  military  dcfpotifm,  and 
differs  chiefly  in  being  more  naked  and  undifguifed  ; 
its  Cnfign  of  power  is  the  fword,  and  not  the  feepter. 
But  this  defpotifm,  which  in  the  former  government 
had  been  lliared  among  a  few,  is  now  concentered 
and  united  in  one..  This  one  man  invites  us  to  ne- 
gociate  for  peace  with  him,  and  adduces  his  own  cha- 
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rafter  as  an  inducement!  We  will  fuppofe,  for  a  mo* 
inent.  that  this  man  were  a  ftranger  to  us;  that 
this  man,  who  comprehends  in  his  fingle  perfon  all 
the  real  power  of  France,  executive  and  legifiative  : 
who  is  the  foie  propofer  of.  all  laws  to  mock  legiftat- 
ors,  of  whom  he  was  the  foie  creator :  who  has  all  the 
military  forces  at  his  immediate  difpofal,  and  all  the 
offices  of  that  great  empire,  both  civil  and  military, 
at  his  immediate  patronage :  that  this  man,  invefted 
with  all  the  powers  of  all  their  directors  and  councils, 
all  uncurtailed  and  unmodified  ;  we  will  fuppofe,  for 
a  moment,  that  this  man  were  a  ftranger  to  us:  he  in¬ 
vites  us  to  negotiation,  and  he  offers  his  own  charac- 
ter  as  the  pledge:  and  he  afts  confiftentiy  in  this  offer;, 
for  he  is  the  foie  governor  of  France,  and  on  his  cha- 
rafter  all  depends.  Before,  then,  we  lufpend  onr  ef¬ 
forts ;  before  we  lay  down  thofe  arms  which  have 
given  us  fecurity,  we  may  be  allowed  to  afk,  who  this 
ftranger  is.  But  this  man  is  no  ftranger  to  us;  we 
know  him*  and. what  do  we  know  of  him?  He  tells 
us  of  his  \ve!l-known  pacific  difpofitions;  and  thefe 
propolals  are.  it  feems,  the  Second  attempt,  on  liis  part, 
toward  a  r  neral  pacification!  Yet  we  find  no  pro- 
po  fa  Is  for  a  general  peace;  he  adopts  the  fame  plan 
as  his  predeceffors,  a, id  ftill  aims  at  feparate  treaties. 
He  propofes  to  us  to  negotiate  ;  we  return  a  cold  an- 
fwer,  and  inform  him  his  propofals  are  not  likely  to  be 
accepted  by  us  at  all,  but  that  they  certainly  cannot 
lie  accepted  by  us  except  in  concert  with  our  Allies. 
Not  difeouraged,  he  makes  his  fecond  application, 
and  in  this  he  endeavours  to  fliift  the  ground  of  ag- 
grefiion  ;  he  defends  the  conduft  of  his  predecefiors, 
but  ftill  he  makes  no  propofol  for  a  general  peace. 
Yet  we  mull,  per  force,  give  him  credit  for  his  paci- 
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fic  difpofitions  and  undoubted  good  will  toward  this 
country  !  Thefe  pacific  difpofitions,  and  this  good¬ 
will,  we  may  aptly  illuftrate  by  two  anecdotes :  In  the 
Hulh  of  victory,  when  he  had  even  terminated  the 
war  with  Auftria,  he  addreiTed  his  foldiers  as  the  fu¬ 
ture  army  of  England,  and  proclaimed  to  them,  that 
yet  more  glorious  laurels  were  reErved  for  them  : 
they  were  to  pluck  them  on  the  banks  of  the  Thames. 
At  the  fame  time  he  difpatched  Monge  and  Berthier, 
his  friends  and  confidants,  to  the  Directory ;  and 
tiiefe,  in  the  perfon  of  their  commander,  adJreiled 
that  body  as  follows:  “Citizens!  we  have  humbled 
Auftria :  Britain  remains ;  France  and  Britain  are  in¬ 
compatible  :  now,  then  for  Britain.”  Such  were  his 
difpofitions  as  a  pacificator  ! 

When  the  conftitution  of  the  third  year  was  efta- 
blifhed,  under  Barras,  that  conftitution  was  impofcd 
by  the  arms  of  Buonaparte,  then  commanding  the 
army  of  the  Triumverate  in  Paris.  To  that  conftitu¬ 
tion  he  then  fwore  fidelity :  how  often  he  has  repeated 
the  fame  oath  I  know  not;  but  twice,  at  lea  ft,  we 
know,  that  he  has  not  only  repeated  it  himftlf,  but 
tendered  it  to  others,  under  circumflances  too  (trilling 
not  to  be  ftated. 

Sir,  the  Houfe  cannot  have  forgotten  the  revolution 
of  the  4th  of  September,  which  produced  the  dif- 
mifla!  of  Lord  Malmfbury  from  Lille.  How  was  that 
revolution  procured  ?  it  was  procured  chiefly  by  the 
promife  of  Buonaparte,  in  the  name  of  his  army,  de¬ 
cidedly  to  fupport  the  Directory  in  thofe  meafures 
which  led  to  the  infringement  and  violation  of  every 
thing  that  the  authors  of  the  conftitution  of  179 5,  or 
its  adherents,  could  confider  as  fundamental,  and  which 
cftablillied  a  fyftem  of  defpotifm  inferior  only  to  that 
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now  realized  in  his  own  perfon.  Immediately  before 
this  event,  in  the  midft  of  the  defolation  and  bloodftied 
of  Italy,  he  had  received  the  facred  prefent  of  new 
banners  from  the  Directory  :  he  delivered  them  to 
his  army  with  this  exhortation  :  “  Let  us  fwear,  fel¬ 
low  Soldiers !  by  the  names  of  the  patriots  who  have 
died  by  our  fide,  eternal  hatred  to  the  enemies  of  the 
Conftitution  of  the  Third  Year:”  that  very  conftitu- 
tion  which  he,  foon  after,  enabled  the  Diredory  to 
violate,  and  which,  at  the  head  of  his  grenadiers,  he 
has  now,  finally,  deftroyed  !  Sir,  that  oath  was  again 
renewed,  in  the  midft  of  that  very  fcene  to  which  I 
have  laft  referred  ;  the  oath  of  fidelity  to  the  conftitu¬ 
tion  of  the  third  year  was  adminiftered  to  all  the 
members  of  the  Aflembly  (then  fitting  under  the  ter¬ 
ror  of  the  bayonet)  as  the  folemn  preparation  for  the 
bufinefs  of  the  day;  and  the  morning  was  ufhered  in 
with  fwearing  attachment  to  the  conftitution  that  the 
evening  might  clofe  with  its  deftrudion  ! 

If  we  carry  our  views  out  of  France,  and  look  at 
the  dreadful  catalogue  of  all  the  breaches  of  treaty, 
all  the  ads  of  perfidy,  at  which  I  have  only  glanced, 
and  which  are  precifely  commenfurate  with  the  num¬ 
ber  of  treaties  which  the  Republic  has  made;  (for  I 
have  fought  in  vain  for  any  one  which  it.  has  made 
and  which  it  has  not  broken)  if  we  trace  the  hiftory 
of  them  all,  from  the  beginning  of  the  Revolution  to 
the  prefent  time,  or  if  we  feled  thofe  which  have 
been  accompanied  by  the  moft  atrocious  cruelty,  and 
marked  the  moft  ftrongly  with  the  charaderiftic  fea¬ 
tures  of  the  Revolution,  the  name  of  Buonaparte  will 
be  found  allied  to  more  of  them  than  that  of  any  other 
that  can  be  handed  down  in  the  hiftory  of  the  crimes 
and  miferies  of  the  laft  ten  years  l  his  name  will  be 
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recorded  with  the  horrors  committed  in  Ilaly,  in  the 
memorable  campaign  of  1796  and  1797,  in  the  Mi- 
lanefe,  in  Genoa,  in  Modena,  in  Tufcany,  in  Rome, 
and  in  Venice. 

His  entrance  into  Lombardy  was  announced  by  a 
foiemn  proclamation,  iflued  on  the  27th  of  April, 
1796,  which  terminated  with  thefe  words:  “Na¬ 
tions  of  Italy  !  the  French  army  is  come  to  break 
your  chains ;  the  French  are  the  friends  of  the  people 
in  every  country  ;  your  religion,  your  property,  your 
cuftoms,  thall  be  refpedted.”  This  was  followed  by 
a  fecond  proclamation,  dated  from  Milan,  20th  of 
May,  and  figned  Buonaparte,  in  thefe  terms:  “  Re- 
fpedt  for  property  and  perfonal  fecurity  ;  refpe6t  for 
the  religion  of  countries  :  thefe  are  the  fentimentsof 
the  Government  of  the  French  Republic  and  of  the 
Army  of  Italy.  The  victorious  French  confider  the 
nations  of  Lombardy  as  their  brothers.”  In  tefti- 
mony  of  this  fraternity,  and  to  fufil  the  foiemn  pledge 
of  refpe&ing  property,  this  very  Proclamation  impofed 
on  the  Milanefe  a  provifional  contribution  to  the 
amount  of  twenty  millions  of  livres,  or  near  one  mil¬ 
lion  lterling;  and  fucccffive  exactions  were  afterwards 
levied,  on  that  {ingle  ftate,  to  the  amount,  in  the 
whole,  of  near  fix  millions  fierling!  The  regard  to 
religion  and  to  the  cuftoms  of  the  country  was  mani- 
.fefted  with  the  fame  fcrupulous  fidelity  :  the  churches 
were  given  up  to  indifcriminate  plunder  j  every  reli¬ 
gious  and  charitable  fund,  every  public  treafure,  was 
confifcated  :  the  country  was  made  the  fcene  of  every 
fpecies  of  diforder  and  rapine  ;  t'^e  priefts,  the  efta- 
blilhed  form  of  worfhip,  all  the  objefts  of  religious 
reverence,  were  openly  infulted  by  the  French  troops: 
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at  Pavla,  particularly,  the  tomb  of  St.  Auguftme, 
which  the  inhabitants  were  accuftomed  to  view  with 
peculiar*veneration,  was  mutilated  and  defaced  :  this 
laft  provocation  having  roufed  the  refentment  of  the 
people,  they  flew  to  arms,  furrounded  the  French 
garrifon,  and  took  them  prifoners,  but  carefully 
abftained  from  offering  any  violence  to  a  Angle  fol- 
dier.  In  revenge  for  this  condudl,  Buonaparte,  then 
on  his  march  to  the  Mincio,  fuddenly  returned,  col¬ 
lected  his  troops,  and  carried  the  extremity  of  military 
execution  over  the  country  :  he  burnt  the  town  of 
Benafco  and  maffacred  eight  hundred  of  its  inhabi¬ 
tants!  he  marched  to  Pavia,  took  it  by  ilorm,  and 
delivered  it  over  to  general  plunder;  and  publiflied,  at 
the  fame  moment,  a  proclamation,  of  the  26th  of 
May,  ordering  his  troops  to  flioot  all  thofe  who  had 
not  laid  down  their  arms  and  taken  an  oath  of  obe¬ 
dience,  and  to  burn  every  village  where  the  tocjin 
lliould  be  founded,  and  to  put  its  inhabitants  to  death: 
the  tranfadlions  with  Modena  were  on  a  fnialler  fcale 
but  in  the  fame  character.  Buonaparte  began  by 
ligning  a  treaty,  by  which  the  Duke  of  Modena  was 
to  pay  twelve  millions  of  livres,  and  neutrality  was 
promifed  him  in  return;  this  was  foon  followed  by 
the  perfonal  arreft  of  the  Duke  and  by  a  freth  extor¬ 
tion  of  two  hundred  thoufand  fequins  :  after  this  he 
"was  permitted,  on  the  payment  of  a  farther  fum,  to 
fign  another  treaty,  called  a  Convention  tie  Surete , 
which,  of  courfe,  was  only  the  prelude  to  the  repeti¬ 
tion  of  fimilar  exactions. 

Nearly  at  the  fame  period,  in  violation  of  the 
rights  of  neutrality,  and  of  the  treaty  which  had  been 
concluded  between  the  French  Republic,  and  the 
Grand  Duke  of  Tufcanv  in  the  preceding  year;  and 
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in  breach  of  a  pofitive  promife,  given  only  a  few  days 
before,  the  French  army  forcibly  took  pofteffion  of 
Leghorn,  for  the  purpofe  of  ieizing  the  Britilh  pro¬ 
perty  which  was  depolited  there,  and  confifcatmg  it 
as  prize ;  and  fhortly  after,  when  Buonaparte,agreed 
to  evacuate  Leghorn  in  return  for  the  evacuation  of 
the  Jfland  of  Elbe,  which  was  in  the  pofTeliion  of 
the  Britifli  troops,  he  infifted  upon  a  feparate  article,, 
by  which,  in  addition  to  the  plunder  before  obtained,, 
bv  the  infraction  of  the  law  of  nations,  it  was  ftipu- 
lated,  that  the  Grand  Duke  fhould  pay  to  the  French, 
the  expenfe  which  they  had  incurred  by  thus  invad¬ 
ing  his  territory. 

In  the  proceedings  towards  Genoa,  we  fliall  find, 
not  only  a  continuation  of  the  fame  fyftem  of  extor¬ 
tion  and  plunder,  (in  violation  of  the  folemn  pledge 
contained  in  the  Proclamations  already  referred  to), 
but  a  ftriking  infiance  of  the  revolutionary  means 
employed  for  the  definition  of  independent  govern¬ 
ments.  A  French  minifter  was  at  that  time  refident 
in  Genoa,  which  was  acknowledged  by  France  to  be 
in  a  ftate  of  neutrality  and  friendfhip :  in  breach  of 
this  neutrality  Buonaparte  began,  in  the  year  1796, 
with  the  demand  of  a  loan ;  he  afterwards,  from  the 
month  of  September,  required  and  enforced  the  pay¬ 
ment  of  a  monthly  fubfidy,  to  the  amount  which  he 
thought  proper  to  ftipulate:  thefe  exaCHons  were  ac¬ 
companied  by  repeated  afiurances  and  proteftations 
of  friendfhip  ;  they  were  followed,  in  May,  1797,  by 
a  confpiracy  againft  the  government,  fomented  by 
the  emiflaries  of  the  French  embafiy,  and  conduced 
by  the  partizans  of  France,  encouraged,  and  after¬ 
wards  protected  by  the  French  minifter.  The  con- 
fpirators  failed  in  their  firft  attempt,  overpowered  by 
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the  courage  and  voluntary  exertions  of  the  inhabi¬ 
tants  ;  their  force  was  difperfed,  and  many  of  their 
number  were  arretted.  Buonapari6  inftantiy  confi- 
dered  the  defeat  of  the  confpirators  as  an  aft  of  ag- 
greffior.  againft  the  French  Republic;  he  difpatched 
an  aide-de-camp  with  an  order  to  the  Senate  of  this 
independent  Rate;  firtt,  to  releafe  ail  the  French 
who  were  detained  ;  fecondly,  to  plinifli  thofe  who 
had  arretted  them;  thirdly,  to  declare  that  they  had 
had  no  fhare  in  the  infurredtion  ;  and,  fourthly,  to 
difarm  the  people.  Several  French  prifoners  were 
immediately  releafed,  and  a  Proclamation  was  pre¬ 
paring  to  difarm  the  inhabitants,  when,  by  a  fecond 
note,  Buonaparte  required  the  arrett  of  the  three  In- 
quifitors  -of  State,  and  Immediate  alterations  in  the 
conttitution  j  he  accompanied  this  with  an  order  to 
the  French  minifter  to  quit  Genoa,  if  his  commands 
were  not  immediately  carried  into  execution;  at  tire 
fame  moment  his  troops  entered  the  territory  of  the 
Republic,  and  fhortly  after  the  councils,  intimidated 
and  overpowered,  abdicated  their  functions.  Three 
deputies  were  then  fent  to  Buonaparte  to  receive 
from  him  a  new  conttitution  ;  on  the  6th  of  June, 
after  the  conferences  at  Montebello,  he  figned  a  con¬ 
vention,  or  rather  Blued  a  decree,  by  which  he  fixed 
the  new  form  of  their  Government;  he  himfelf 
named  provifionally  ali  the  members  who  were  to 
compoie  it,  and  he  required  the  payment  of  feven 
millions  of  livres,  as  the  price  of  the  fubverfion  of 
their  conttitution,  and  their  independence.  Thefe 
tra-nfaftions  require  but  one  fhort  comment  ;  it  is  to 
be  found  in  the  official  account  given  of  them  at 
Paris,  which  is  in  thefe  memorable  words:  “General 
Buonaparte  has  purfued  the  only  line  of  conduct 


NAPOL&ON  BUONAPART  125. 

which  could  be  allowed  in  the  reprefentative  of  a 
nation,  which  has  fupported  the  war  only  to  procure 
•  the  folemn  acknowledgment  of  the  right  of  nations, 
to  change  the  form  of  their  government.  He  contri¬ 
buted  nothing  towards  the  revolution  of  Genoa,  but 
he  ieized  the  firlf  moment  to  acknowledge  the  uew 
Government,  as  foon  as  he  faw  that  it  was  the  refult 
of  the  withes  of  the  people.” 

It  is  unneceflary  to  dwell  on  the  wanton  attacks 
again!!  Rome,  under  the  directions  of  Buonaparte 
himfelf,  in  the  year  1796,  and  in  the  beginning  of 
1797,  which  led,  firft,  to  the  treaty  of  Tolentino  con¬ 
cluded  by  Buonaparte,  in  which,  by  enormous  fa- 
crifices,.  the  Pope  was  allowed  to  purchafe  the  ac¬ 
knowledgment  of  his  authority  as  a  Sovereign 
Prince;  and,  fecondly,  to  the  violation  of  that  very 
treaty,  and  to  the  fubveifion  of  the  Papal  authority 
by  Jofeph  Buonaparte,  the  brother  and  the  agent  of 
the  General,  and  the  minifter  of  the  French  Re¬ 
public  to  the  Holy  See.  A  tranfa&ion,  accompa¬ 
nied  by  outrages  and  infults  towards  the  pious  and 
venerable  Pontiff  (in  fpite  of  the  fandlity  of  his  age 
and  the  unfullied  purity  of  his  charatffer)  which,  even 
to  a  Proteftant,  feem  hardly  fhort  of  the  guilt  of 
facrilege  ! 

But  of  all  the  difguffing  and  tragical  feenes  which 
took  place  in  Italy,  in  the  courfe  of  the  period  I  am 
deferibing,  thofe  which  paffed  at  Venice  are  perhaps 
the  moll  flriking,  and  the  mod  charadteriftic.  In 
May,  1796,  the  French  army,  under  Buonaparte,  iiv 
the  full  tide  of  its  fuccefs  againlt  the  Auftrians,  firft 
approached  the  territories  of  this  Republic,  which, 
from  the  commencement  of  the  war,  had  obferved  a  . 

3 


THE  LIFE  OF 


126 

rigid  neutrality.  Their  entrance  on  thefe  territories 
was,  asufuai,  accompanied  by  a folemn  Proclamation, 
in  the  name  of  their  general. — “  Buonaparte  to  the 
Republic  of  Venice.  It  is  to  deliver  the  fineft  coun¬ 
try  in  Europe,  from  the  iron  yoke  of  the  proud  Houfe 
of  Auftria,  that  the  French  army  have  braved  obfta- 
cles  the  moft  difficult  to  furmount.  Victory,  in  union 
with  iuftice,  has  crowned  its  efforts.  The  wreck  of 
the  enemy’s  army  has  retired  behind  the  Mincio. 
The  French  army,  in  order  to  follow  them,  pafles 
over  the  territory  of  the  Republic  of  Venice ;  but  it 
will  never  forget,  that  ancient  friendfbip  unites  the 
two  Republics.  Religion,  government,  cuftoms,  and 
property,  fnall  be  refpedled.  That  the  people  may 
be  without  apprehenfion,  the  moft  fevere  difcipline 
fnall  be  maintained.  All  that  may  be  provided  for 
the  army  fnall  be  faithfully  paid  for  in 'money.  The 
general  in  chief  engages  the  officers  of  the  Republic 
of  Venice,  the  magiftrates,  and  the  priefts,  to  make 
known  thefe  fentiments  to  the  people,  in  order, 
that  confidence  may  cement  that  friendfhip  which 
has  fo  long  united  the  two  nations,  faithful  in  the 
path  of  honour,  as  in  that  of  victory.  The  French 
foldier  is  terrible  only  to  the  enemies  of  his  liberty 
and  his  government.” — Buonaparte. 

This  Proclamation  was  followed  by  exactions  fimi- 
lar  to  thofe  which  -were  pra&ifed  againft  Genoa, 
by  the  renewal  of  fimilar  profefiions  of  friendfhip, 
and  the  ufe  of  fimilar  means  to  excite  infurrection. 
At  length,  in  thefpring  of  1797,  occafion  was  taken, 
from  difturbances  thus  excited,  to  forge,  in  the  name 
of  the  Venetian  Government,  a  Proclamation,  hollile 
to  France,  and  this  proceeding  was  made  the  ground 
for  military  execution  againft  the  country,  and  for 


NAPOLEON  BUONAPARTE.  127 

effecting  by  force  the  fubverfion  of  its  ancient  go¬ 
vernment,  and  the  eflablifliment  of  the  democratic 
forms  of  the  French  revolution.  This  revolution 
was  fealed  by  a  treaty,  figned  in  May,  1797,  between 
Buonaparte,  and  commifiioners  appointed  on  the  pare 
of  the  new  and  revolutionary  Government  of  Venice. 
By  the  fecond  and  third  fecret  articles  of  this  treaty, 
Venice  agreed  to  give  as  a  ranfom,  to  fecure  itfelf 
againft  all  farther  exactions  or  demands,  the  fum  of 
three  millions  of  livres  in  money,  the  value  of  three 
millions  more  in  articles  of  naval  fupply,  and  three 
lhips  of  the  line;  and  it  received  in  return  the  atfur- 
-ances  of  the  friendfhip  and  fupport  of  the  French 
Republic.  Immediately  after  the  fignature  of  this 
treaty,  the  arfenal,  the  library,  and  the  palace  of  Sr. 
Mark,  were  ranfacked  and  plundered,  and  heavy 
additional  contributions  were  impofed  upon  its  inha¬ 
bitants.  And,  in  not  more  than  four  months  after¬ 
wards,  this  very  Republic  of  Venice,  united  by  alli¬ 
ance  to  France,  the  creature  of  Buonaparte  himfelf, 
from  whom  it  had  received  the  prefent  of  French 
liberty,  was,  by  the  fame  Buonaparte,  transferred,  un¬ 
der  the  treaty  of  Campo  Formio,  to  “  that  iron  yoke 
of  the  proud  Houfe  of  Auftria.”  to  deliver  it  from 
which,  he  had  reprefented  in  his  firft  Proclamation  to 
be  the  great  objeft  of  all  his  operations. 

Sir,  all  this  is  followed  by  the  memorable  expe¬ 
dition  into  Egypt,  which  I  mention,  not  merely 
becaufe  it  forms  a  principle  article  in  the  catalogue 
of  thofe  a£ts  of  violence  and  perfi.iv  in  which  Buona¬ 
parte  has  been  engaged  ;  not  merely  becaufe  it  was 
an  enterprize  peculiarly  his  own,  of  which  he  was 
himfelf  the  planner,  the  executor,  and  the  betrayer; 
but  chiefly,  becaufe,  when  from  thence  he  retires  to  a 
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different  fcene,  to  take  poffeflion  of  a  new  throne, 
from  which  he  is  to  fpeak  upon  an  equality  with 
the  Kings  and  Governors  of  Europe ;  he  leaves  be¬ 
hind  him,  at  the  moment  of  his  departure,  a  fpecimen 
which  cannot  be  miftaken,  of  his  principles  of  nego¬ 
tiation.  The  Intercepted  Correfpondence,  which  has 
been  alluded  to  in  this  debate,  feems  to  afford  the 
ftrongeft  ground  to  believe,  that  his  offers  to  the 
Turkifh  Government  to  evacuate  Egypt,  were  made 
folely  with  a  vie^v  “  to  gain  time;”  that  the  ratifi¬ 
cation  of  any  treaty  on  this  fubject,  was  to  be 
delayed,  with  the  view  of  finally  eluding  its  perform¬ 
ance,  if  any  change  of  circumftances,  favourable  to 
the  French,  fliould  occur  in  the  interval.  But  what¬ 
ever  gentlemen  may  think  of  the  intention  with 
which  thele  offers  were  made,  there  will,  at  leait,  be 
no  queftion  with  refpect  to  the  credit  due  to  thofe 
profeffions  by  which  he  endeavoured  to  prove,  in 
Egypt,  his  pacific  difpofitions.  He  exprefsly  enjoins 
his  fucceiTors,  ftrongly  and  fteadily  to  infift  in  all 
his  intercourfe  with  the  Turks,  that  he  came  to 
Egypt  with  no  lioftile  defign,  and  that  he  never 
meant  to  keep  poffeflion  of  the  country ;  while,  on 
the  oppofite  page  of  the  fame  inftrudlions,  he  ftates 
in  the  moft  unequivocal  manner,  his  regret  at  the 
difcomfiture  of  his  favourite  project  of  colonizing 
Egypt,  and  of  maintaining  it  as  a  territorial  acquisi¬ 
tion.  Now,  Sir,  if  in  any  note  acidreffed  to  the  Grand 
Vizier,  or  the  Sultan,  Buonaparte  had  claimed  cre¬ 
dit  for  the  finceritv  of  his  profeffions,  that  he  forci¬ 
bly  invaded  Egypt  with  no  view  hoftile  to  Turkey, 
and  folely  for  the  purpofe  of  molefcing  the  British 
interefts  ;  is  there  any  one  argument  now  ufed  to 
induce  us  to  believe  his  prefent  profeffions  to  us, 
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which  might  not  have  been  equally  urged  on  that 
occafion  to  the  Turkith  government?  would  not 
thole  profeffions  have  been  equally  fupported  by  fo- 
lemn  affeveration,  by  the  fame  reference  which  is 
now  made  to  perfonal  character,  with  this  fingle 
difference,  that  they  would  then  have  been  accom¬ 
panied  with  one  inftance  lefs  of  that  perfidy  which 
we  have  had  occafion  to  trace  in  this  very  tranl- 
aClion. 

It  is  unnecefiary  to  fay  more  with  refpeCt  to  the 
credit  due  tc  his  profeffions,  or  the  reliance  to  be 
placed  on  his  general  character:  but  it  will,  perhaps, 
be  argued,  that  whatever  may  be  his  character,  or 
whatever  has  been  his  paft  conduit,  he  has  now  an 
intcreft  in  making  and  obferving  peace.  That  he  has 
an  intereft  in  making  peace,  is,  at  belt,  but  a  doubtful 
propofition  ;  and  that  he  has  an  intereft  in  preferving  it 
is  {till  more  uncertain.  That  it  is  his  intereft  to  nego¬ 
tiate  Ido  not  indeed  deny  ;  it  is  his  intereft,  above  all, 
to  engage  this  country  in  feparate  negotiation,  in  or¬ 
der  to  loofen  and  diffolve  the  whole  fyftem  of  the 
confederacy  on  the  Continent;  to  palfy,  at  once,  the 
arms  of  Ruffia  or  of  Auftria,  or  of  any  other  country 
that  might  look  to  you  for  fupport ;  and  then,  either 
to  break  off  his  feparate  treaty,  cr,  if  he  fhould  have 
concluded  it,  to  apply  the  lelfon  which  is  taught  in 
his  fchool  of  policy  in  Egypt;  and  to  revive,  at 
his  pleafure,  thoie  claims  of  indemnification  which 
may  have  been  referved  to  fome  happier  period. 
War  is  the  only  poffible  mean  of  his  permanence; 
his  hold  upon  Fiance  is  on  the  fword.  He  is  con¬ 
nected  neither  with  the  loil  of  France  nor  the  hearts 
of  Frenchmen  :  a  foreigner,  a  fugitive,  and  a  ufurper, 
alike  detefted  by  the  Republicans  and  the  Royalifts, 
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he  appeals  to  his  fortune,  that  is,  to  his  foldiers  and  his 
fword.  He  cannot  afford  to  let  his  military  fame  die 
away;  with  no  end  bnt  ambition,  no  paflion  but  a 
criminal  glory,  he  muff  groan  to  regain  his  laurels, 
which  our  gallant  countrymen  had  plucked  from  his 
brow  before  the  walls  of  Acre ;  and,  probably,  a 
treaty  is  delirable  to  him,  as  furniflvingan  opportunity 
of  landing  an  army  in  Ireland,  and  there  to  keep  the 
treaty  with  his  wonted  good  faith,  at  the  head  of  aa 
army.  I  have  ever  underflood,  that,  of  all  govern¬ 
ments,  a  military  defpotifm  was  in  its  nature  the  leaft 
ftable.  No  government  can  long  (land  that  is  not 
built  on  the  public  opinion  r  the  follies  and  enormi¬ 
ties  of  the  French  Revolution  have  fixed  and  made 
firm  on  this  public  opinion  all  the  other  governments 
of  Europe ;  men  have  been  taught  to  feel  bleffings 
and  perceive  advantages  by  the  fearful  contrail. 

^  hat  then  is  the  inference  I  draw  ?  in  no  cafe  to 
treat  with  Buonaparte?  By  no  means:  the  concerns 
of  nations,  and,  above  all,  thofe  of  peace  and  war  are 
not  to  be  reafoned  upon  by  extremes.  But,  where  all 
prefumption  is  againft  a  man  we  ought  not  to  wait  for 
new  evidence  in  his  favour;  where  all  the  facts  hi¬ 
therto  tend  to  fiifpicion  or  grievance,  we  are  entitled, 
we  are  compelled,  to  demand  the  evidence  of  new 
faffs,  and  not  to  relax  in  our  exertions  till  they  have 
been  afforded  to  us.  There  are  few  facts,  I  acknow¬ 
ledge,  that  would,  be  of  funicient  importance  to  weigh 
againft  our  former  experience ;  but  every  thing  de¬ 
pends  on  degree  and  comparifon.  If  different  max¬ 
ims  be  affumed  and  afted  upon  in  France  ;  if  the  ef¬ 
fects  of  the  arms  of  the  Allies  fhould  delude  our  pre- 
fent  well  grounded  expectations ;  if  the  hopes  of fub- 
ftituting  the  ancient  government  fhould  become  lefs;- 
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in  fliort,  if  the  riik  decreafe,  and  the  fuccefs  diminifli ; 
then  I  promife,  for  mvfelf  and  my  colleagues,  that  vve 
fltall  not  remain  uninfluenced,  and  fhall  regulate  our 
advice  to  our  Sovereign  accordingly. 

But,  Sir,  there  are  fome  gentlemen  in  the  Houfe 
who  feem  to  confider  it  already  certain,  that  the  ulti¬ 
mate  fuccefs  to  which  I  am  looking  is  unattainable : 
they  fuppofe  us  contending  only  for  the  reftoration  of 
the  French  Monarchy,  which  they  believe  to  be  im¬ 
practicable,  and  deny  to  be  defirabie  for  this  country. 
We  have  been  afked,  in  the  courfe  of  this  debate, 
“  Do  you  think  you  can  irnpofe  monarchy  upon 
France  againft  the  will  of  the  nation  r”  I  never 
thought  it,  I  never  hoped  it,  I  never  wiflied  it.  I 
have  thought,  I  have  hoped,  I  have  wiflied,  that  the 
time  might  come  when  the  effeCV  of  the  arms  of  the 
Allies  might  fo  far  overpower  the  military  force  which 
keeps  France  in  bondage,  as  to  give  vent  and  fcope  to 
the  thoughts  and  actions  of  its  inhabitants.  We  have, 
indeed,  already  feen  abundant  proof  of  what  is  thedif- 
pofition  of  a  large  part  of  the  country ;  vve  have  feen, 
almoft  through  the  whole  of  the  revolution,  the  Wefl- 
ern  provinces  of  France  deluged  with  the  blood  of 
its  inhabitants,  obflinately  contending  for  their  an¬ 
cient  laws  and  religion  ;  we  have  recently  feen,  in  the 
revival  of  that  war,  frefh  proof  of  the  zeal  which  flill 
animates  thofe  countries  in  the  fame  caufe.  Thefe 
efforts  (I  flate  it  diftinCtly,  and  there  are  thofe  near  me 
who  can  bear  witnefs  to  the  truth  of  the  aflertion) 
were  not  produced  by  any  intligation  from  hence; 
they  were  the  eifeCts  of  a  rooted  fentimeut  prevailing 
through  all  thofe  provinces,  forced  into  aCtion  by  the 
Law  of  theHoflages  and  the  other  tyrannical  meafures 
of  the  Directory,  at  the  moment  when  we  were  en- 
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deavouring  to  difcourage  fo  hazardous  an  enterprize. 
If,  under  fuch  circumftances,  we  find  them  giving 
proofs  of  their  unalterable  perfeverance  in  their  prin¬ 
ciples;  if  there  is  every  reafon  to  beiieve  that  the  fame 
difpofition  prevails  in  many  other  extenfive  provinces 
of  France:  if  every  party  appears,  at  length,  equally 
wearied  andaifappointed  with  all  the  fucceflive  changes 
which  the  Revolution  has  produced ;  if  the  queftion 
is  no  longer  between  monarchy,  and  even  the  pre¬ 
tence  and  name  of  liberty,  but  between  the  ancient 
line  of  hereditary  princes  on  the  one  hand,  and  a  mi¬ 
litary  tyrant,  a  foreign  ufurper,  on  the  other ;  if  the 
armies  of  that  ufurper  are  likely  to  find  fufficient  oc¬ 
cupation  on  the  frontiers,  and  to  be  forced,  at  length, 
to  leave  the  interior  of  the  country  at  liberty  to  mani- 
felLits-real  feeling  and  difpofition  ;  what  reafon  have 
we  to  anticipate,  that  the  refroration  of  monarchy, 
under  fuch  circumftances,  is  impracticable  ? 

The  Learned  Gentleman  (Mr.  Erfkine,)  has,  in¬ 
deed,  told  us,  that  almoft  every  man  now  poflefled 
of  property  in  France,  mud  necefiarily  be  interefted 
in  refifting  fuch  a  change ;  and  that,  therefore,  it 
never  can  be  effected.  If  that  fingle  confideradon 
were  conclufive  againfl  the  poffibility  of  a  change, 
for  the  fame  reafon  the  Revolution  itfelf,  by  which 
the  whole  property  of  the  country  was  taken  from 
its  ancient  pofTeftbrs,  could  never  have  taken  place. 
But,  though  I  deny  it  to  be  an  infuperable  obftacle, 

I  admit  it  to  be  a  point  of  confiderable  delicacy  and 
difficulty.  It  is  not  indeed  for  us  to  difcufs  minutely, 
what  arrangement  might  be  formed  on  this  point  to 
conciliate  and  unite  oppofite  interefts;  but  whoever 
confiders  the  precarious  tenure  and  depreciated  value 
of  lands  held  under  the  revolutionary  title,  and  the 
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low  price  for  which  they  have  generally  been  ob¬ 
tained,  will  think  it,  perhaps,  not  impoflible  that  an 
ample  compenfation  might  be  made  to  the  bulk  of 
the  prefent  pofteflors,  both  for  the  purchafe  money 
they  have  paid  and  for  the  aftual  value  of  what  they 
now  enjoy ;  and  that  the  ancient  proprietors  might 
be  reinftated  in  the  pofteffion  of  their  former  rights, 
with  only  fuch  a  temporary  facrifice  as  reafonable 
men  would  willingly  make  to  obtain  fo  effential  an 
©bjeft. 

The  Honourable  and  Learned  Gentleman,  how¬ 
ever,  has  fupported  his  reafoning  on  this  part  of  the 
fubjedt  by  an  argument,  which  he  undoubtedly  con- 
fiders  as  unanfwerable — a  reference  to  what  would 
be  his  own  conduct  in  fimilar  circumftances ;  and  he 
tells  us  that  every  landed  proprietor  in  France  mult 
fupport  the  prefent  order  of  things  in  that  country 
from  the  fame  motive  that  he,  and  every  proprietor 
of  three  per  cent,  flock,  would  join  in  the  defence 
of  the  conflitution  of  Great  Britain.  I  muft  do  the 
Learned  Gentleman  the  juflice  to  believe  that  the 
habits  of  his  profefllon  muft  fupply  him  with  "better 
and  nobler  motives  for  defending  a  conflitution, 
which  he  has  had  fo  much  occafion  to  ftudy  and 
examine,  than  any  which  he  can  derive  from  the 
value  of  his  proportion,  (however  large)  of  three 
per  cents,  even  fuppofmg  them  to  continue  to  in- 
creafe  in  price  as  rapidly  as  they  have  done  during 
the  laft  three  years,  in  which  the  fecurity  and  pros¬ 
perity  of  the  country  has  been  eftablifhed  by  follow¬ 
ing  a  fyftem  dire&Iy  oppofite  to  the  counfels  of  the 
Learned  Gentleman  and  his  friends. 

The  Learned  Gentleman’s  illuftration,  however*, 
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though  it  fails  with  refpeft  to  himfelf,  is  happily 
and  aptly  applied  to  the  ftate  of  France;  and  let  us 
fee  what  inference  it  furnifhes  with  refpett  to  the 
probable  attachment  of  monied  men  to  the  continu¬ 
ance  of  the  revolutionary  fyftem,  as  well  as  with 
refpedl  to  the  general  (fate  of  public  credit  in  that 
country.  I  do  not  indeed  know  that  there  exifts 
precifely  any  fund  of  three  per  cents  in  France,  to 
furnifh  a  teft  for  the  patriotifm  and  public  fpirit  of 
the  lovers  of  French  liberty.  But  there  is  another 
fund  which  may  equally  anfwer  our  purpole — the 
capital  of  three  per  cent,  flock,  which  formerly  ex- 
iffed  in  France,  has  undergone  a  whimfical  operation, 
fimilar  to  many  other  expedients  of  finance  which 
we  have  feen  in  the  couife  of.  the  revolution — this 
was  performed  by  a  decree,  which,  as  they  termed 
it,  re/iublicanifed  their  debt ;  that  is,  in  other  words, 
ftruck  off,  at  once,  two-thirds  of  the  capital,  and 
left  the  proprietors  to  take  their  chance  for  the  pay¬ 
ment  of  intereft  on  the  remainder !  this  remnant 
was  afterwards  converted  into  the  prefent  five  per 
cent  flock.  I  had  the  curiofity,  very  lately,  to  inquire 
what  price  it  bore  in  the  market,  and  I  was  told  that 
the  price  had  fomewhat  rifen  from  confidence"  in  the 
new  government,  and  was  adlually  as  high  as  feven¬ 
teen.  I  really,  at  firft,  fuppofed  that  my  informer 
meant  feventeen  years  purchafe  for  every  pound  of 
intereft,  and  I  began  to  be  almoft  jealous  of  revolu¬ 
tionary  credit;  but  I  foon  found  that  he  literally 
meant  feventeen  pounds  for  every  hundred  pounds 
capital  flock  of  five  per  cent. ;  that  is,  a  little  more 
than  three  and  a  half  years  purchafe  !  So  much  for 
the  value  of  revolutionary  property,  and  for  the 
attachment  with  which  it  mult  infpire  it*  poflefTors 


NAPOLEON  BUONAPARTE.  13* 

iowards  the  fyftem  of  government  to  which  that 

value  is  ro  be  afcribetl  t 

On  the  queftion,  Sir,  how  far  the  reftoration  of 
the  French  monarchy,  if  practicable,  is  defirable,  I 
fhall  not  think  it  neceffary  to  fay  much.  Can  it  be 
fuppofed  to  be  indifferent  to  us,  or  to  the  world, 
whether  the  throne  of  France  is  to  be  filled  by  a 

prince  of  the  Houfe  of  Bourbon,  or  by  him  whofe 

principles  and  conduit  I  have  endeavoured  to  deve- 
lope  ?  is  it  nothing,  with  a  view  to  influence  and 
example,  whether  the  fortune  of  this  laft  Adventurer 
in  the  lottery  of  revolutions  fliall  appear  to  be  per¬ 
manent  ?  is  it  nothing,  whether  a  fyftem  fhall  be 
fandioned,  which  confirms,  by  one  of  its  fundamental 
articles,  that  general  transfer  of  property  from  ita 
ancient  and  lawful  pofieflors,  which  holds  out  one  of 
the  moft  terrible  examples  of  national  injuftice,  and 
which  has  furniflied  the  great  fource  of  revolutionary 
finance  and  revolutionary  ftrength  againft  all  the 
powers  of  Europe  ? 

In  the  exhaufted  and  impoveriftied  ftateof  France, 
it  feems,  for  a  time,  impoflible  that  any  fyftem  but 
that  of  robbery  and  confifcadon,  any  thing  but  the 
continued  torture,  which  can  be  applied  only  by 
the  engines  of  the  revolution,  can  extort  from  its 
ruined  inhabitants  more  than  the  means  of  fupport- 
ing  in  peace  the  yearly  expenditure  of  its  govern¬ 
ment.  Suppofe,  then,  the  heir  of  the  houfe  of 
Bourbon  reinftated  on  the  throne,  he  will  have  fuf- 
ficient  occupation  in  endeavouring,  if  polfible,  to 
heal  the  wounds,  and  gradually  to  repair  the  lofles  of 
ten  years  of  civil  convulfion ;  to  re-animate  the 
drooping  commerce,  to  rekindle  the  induftry,  to 
replace  the  capital,  and  to  revive  the  manufadures 
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of  the  country.  Under  fuch  circumfiances,  there 
muft,  probably,  be  a  conliderable  interval  before  fuch 
a  monarch,  whatever  may  be  his  views,  can  poffefs 
the  power  which  can  make  him  formidable  j:o  Eu¬ 
rope  ;  but,  while  the  fyftem  of  the  revolution  con¬ 
tinues,  the  cafe  is  quite  different.  It  is  true,  indeed, 
that  even  the  gigantic  and  unnatural  means  by  which 
that  revolution  has  been  fuppprted,  are  fo  far  im¬ 
paired  ;  the  influence  of  its  principles,  and  the  terror 
of  its  arms  fo  far  weakeried  ;  and  its  power  of  action 
fo  much  contracted  and  circumfcribed  ;  that,  againft 
the  embodied  force  of  Europe,  profecuting  a  vigor¬ 
ous  war,  we  may  juftiy  hope  that  the  remnant  and 
wreck  of  this  fyftem  cannot  long  oppofe  an  effectual 
refiftance. 

But,  fuppofing  the  confederacy  of  Europe  pre¬ 
maturely  dilfolved,  fuppofing  our  armies  difbanded, 
our  fleets  laid  up  in  our  harbours,  our  exertions  re¬ 
laxed,  and  our  means  of  precaution  and  defence 
relinquifhed ;  do  we  believe  that  the  revolutionary 
power,  with  this  reft  and  breathing-time  given  it  to 
recover  from  the  preflure  under  which  it  is  now 
finking,  poftefling  ftill  the  means  of  calling  fuddenly 
and  violently  into  adtion  whatever  is  the  remain¬ 
ing  phyfical  force  of  France,  under  the  guidance  of 
military  defpotifm ;  do  we  believe  that  this  revolu¬ 
tionary  power,  the  terror  of  which  is  now  beginning 
to  vanilh,  will  not  again  prove  formidable  to  Eu¬ 
rope  ?  Can  we  forget,  that  in  the  ten  years,  in  which 
that  power  has  fubfifted,  it  has  brought  more  mifery 
On  furrounding  nations,  and  produced  more  acts  of 
aggreffion,  Cruelty,  perfidy,  and  enormous  ambition, 
than  can  be  traced  in  the  hiftory  of  France  for  the 
centuries  which  have  elapfed  fince  the  foundation. 
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of  its  monarchy,  including  all  the  wars,  Which,  in 
the  courfe  of  that  period,  have  been  waged  by  any 
of  thofe  fovereigns,  whofe  projects  of  aggrandife* 
ment  and  violations  of  treaty  afford  a  conftant 
theme  of  general  reproach  againft  the  ancient  govern¬ 
ment  of  France  ?  and  if  not,  can  we  hefitate  whe¬ 
ther  we  have  the  beft  profpeft  of  permanent  peace, 
the  beft  fecurity  for  the  independence  and  fafety  of 
Europe  from  the  reftoration  of  the  lawful  govern¬ 
ment,  or  from  the  continuance  of  revolutionary 
power  in  the  hands  of  Buonaparte  ? 

In  compromife  and  treaty  with  fuch  a  power, 
placed  in  fuch  hands  as  now  exercife  it,  and  retain¬ 
ing  the  fame  means  of  annoyance  which  it  now 
pofleffes,  I  fee  little  hope  of  permanent  fecurity. 
I  fee  no  poflibility,  at  this  moment,  of  fuch  a  peace 
as  would  juftify  that  liberal  intercourfe  which  is  the- 
eflence  of  real  amity,  no  chance  of  terminating  the 
expenfes  or  the  anxieties  of  war  or  of  reftoring 
to  us  any  of  the  advantages  of  eftablifhed  tranquil¬ 
lity  ;  and,  as  a  fincere  lover  of  peace,  !  cannot  be 
content  with  its  nominal  attainment;:  I  muft  be 
defirous  of  purfuing  that  fyftem  which  promifes  to 
attain,  in  the  end,  the  permanent  enjoyment  of  its 
jfolid  and  fubftantial  bleflings  for  this  country  and 
for  Europe.  As  a  fincere  lover  of  peace,  I  will  not 
facrifice  it  by  grafping  at  the  fliadow,  when  the  reality 
is  not  fubftantially  within  my  reach  : 

Cur  igitur  fiacem  nolo  ?  Quia  infida  eft,  quia  Jitricu - 
l of  a,  quia  ejfe  non  JioteJl. 

If,  Sir,  in  all  that  I  have  now  offered  to  the  Hoiife* 
I  have  fucceeded  in  eftablifhing  the  propofition, 
that  the  fyftem  of  the  French  Revolution  has  been 
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fuch  as  to  afford  to  foreign  powers  no  adequate, 
ground  for  fecurity  in  negociation,  and  that  the 
change  which  has  recently  taken  place  has  not  yet 
afforded  that  fecurity;  if  I  have  laid  before  you  a 
juft  ftatement  of  the  nature  and  extent  of  the  danger 
with  which  we  have  been  threatened,  it  would  re¬ 
main  only  fhortly  to  confider,  whether  there  is  any 
thing  in  the  circumftances  of  the  prefent  moment 
to  induce  us  to  accept  a  fecurity  confeffedly  inade¬ 
quate  againft  a  danger  of  fuch  a  defcription. 

It  will  be  neceflary  here  to  fay  a  few  words  on 
the  fubjeft  on  which  Gentlemen  have  been  fo  fond 
of  dwelling;  I  mean  our  former  negociations,  and 
particularly  that  at  Lifle,  in  1797.  I  am  defirous  of 
ftating,  frankly  and  openly,  the  true  motives  which 
induced  me  to  concur  in  then  recommending  nego¬ 
ciation  5  and  I  will  leave  it  to  the  Houfe  and  to  the 
country  to  judge  whether  our  conduft  at  that  time 
was  ineonfiftent  with  the  principles  by  which  we 
are  guided  at  prefent.  That  revolutionary  policy, 
which  I  have  endeavoured  to  defcribe,  that  gigantic 
fyftem  of  prodigality  and  bloodfhed,  by  which  the 
efforts  of  France  were  fupported,  and  which  counts 
for  nothing  the  lives  and  the  property  of  a  nation, 
had,  at  that  period,  driven  us  to  exertions  which 
had,  in  a  great  meafure,  exhaufted  the  ordinary  means 
of  defraying  our  immenfe  expenditure,  and  had  led 
many  of  thofe  who  were  the  raoft  convinced  of  the 
original  juftice  and  neceffity  of  the  war,  and  of  the 
danger  of  Jacobin  principles,  to  doubt  the  poffibi- 
lity'  of  perfifting  in  it  till  complete  and  adequate 
fecurity  could  be  obtained.  There  feerned  too 
much  reafon  to  believe,  that,  without  fome  new 
meafure  to  check  the  rapid  accumulation  of  debt, 
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we  could  no  longer  truft  to  the  {lability  of  that 
funding  fyftem,  by  which  the  nation  had  been  ena¬ 
bled  to  fupport  the  expenfe  of  all  the  different  wars 
in  which  we  have  engaged  in  the  courfe  of  the 
prefent  century.  In  order  to  continue  our  exertions 
with  vigour,  it  became  neceflary  that  a  new  and 
folid  fyftem  of  finance  fhould  be  efta^lifhed,  fuch 
as  could  not  be  rende-ed  effeftual  but  by  the  ge¬ 
neral  and  decided  concurrence  of  public  opinion ; 
fuch  a  concurrence  in  the  ftrong  and  vigorous  mea- 
fures  neceflary  for  the  purpol'e  could  not  then  be 
expelled,  but  from  fatisfying  the  country,  by  the 
ftrongeft  and  mod  decided  proofs,  that  peace,  on  terms 
in  any  degree  admiflible,  was  unattainable. 

Under  this  impreflion,  we  thought  it  our  duty  to 
attempt  negociation,  not  from  the  fanguine  hope, 
even  at  that  time,  that  its  refult  could  afford  us  com¬ 
plete  fecurity,  but  from  the  perfuafion,  that  the 
danger  arifing  from  peace,  under  fuch  circumftances, 
was  lefs  than  that  of  continuing  the  war  with  pre¬ 
carious  and  inadequate  means.  The  refult  of  thofe 
negotiations  proved,  that  the  enemy  would  he  fatis- 
fied  with  nothing  lefs  than  the  facrifice  of  the  honour 
and  independence  of  the  country.  From  this  con- 
viftion  a  fpirit  and  enthufiafm  was  excited  in  the 
nation,  which  produced  the  efforts  to  which  we  are 
indebted  for  the  lublequent  change  in  our  fituation. 
Having  witnefled  that  happy  change,  having  ob- 
ferved  the  increafing  profperity  and  fecurity  of  the 
country  from  that  period,  feeing  how  much  more 
fatisfadlory  our  profpefts  now  are  than  any  which 
we  could  then  have  derived  from  the  fuccefsful  re¬ 
fult  of  negociation  ;  I  have  not  fcrupled  to  declare, 
that  I  coniidcr  the  rupture  of  the  negociation  on  the 
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part  of  the  enemy  as  a  fortunate  circumffance  for 
the  country.  But,  becaufe  thefe  are  my  fentiments 
at  this  time,  after  reviewing  what  has  fince  paffed, 
does  it  follow  that  we  were,  at  that  time,  infincere 
in  endeavouring  to  obtain  peace  ?  the  Learned 
Gentleman,  indeed,  affumes  that  we  were,  and  he 
even  makes  a  conceffion,  of  which  I  defire  not  to 
claim  the  benefit :  he  is  willing  to  admit,  that,  on  our 
principles,  and  our  view  of  the  fubjeft,  infincerity 
would  have  been  juftifiable.  I  know,  Sir,  no  plea 
that  would  juftify  thofe  who  are  entrufted  with  the 
conduct  of  public  affairs  in  holding  out  to  Parlia¬ 
ment  and  to  the  nation  one  object  while  they 
were,  in  fa«£V,  purfuing  another.  I  did,  in  fail,  be¬ 
lieve,  at  the  moment,  the  conclufion  of  peace  (if 
it  could  have  been  obtained)  to  be  preferable  to  the 
continuance  of  the  war,  under  its  increafing  rifks 
and  difficulties  ;  I  therefore  wifhed  for  peace,  I  fin- 
cerely  laboured  for  peace :  our  endeavours  were 
fruftrated  by  the  a£t  of  the  enemy.  If,  then,  the 
circumftances  are  fince  changed,  if  what  paffed  at 
that  period  has  afforded  a  proof  that  the  object  we 
aimed  at  was  unattainable;  and  if  all  that  has  paffed 
fince  has  proved,  that,  if  peace  had  been  then  made, 
it  could  not  have  been  durable;  are  we  bound  to 
repeat  the  fame  experiment,  when  every’  reafon  againft 
it  is  ftrengthened  by  fubfequent  experience,  and  when 
the  inducements  which  led  to  it  at  that  time  have 
cealed  to  exift  ? 

When  we  confider  the  refources  and  the  fpirit  of 
the  country,  can  any  man  doubt,  that,  if  adequate 
fecurity  is  not  now  to  be  obtained  by  treaty,  we  have 
the  means  of  profecuting  the  conteft  without  material 
difficulty  or  danger,  and  with  a  reafonable  profpeft  of 
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completely  attaining  our  objeft?  I  will  not  dwell 
on  the  improved  ftate  of  public  credit,  on  the  conti¬ 
nually  increaling  amount  (in  fpite  of  extraordinary 
temporary  burdens)  of  our  permanent  revenue,  on 
the  yearly  acceffion  of  wealth,  to  an  extent  unprece¬ 
dented  even  in  the  moil  flouriihing  times  of  peace, 
which  we  are  deriving,  in  the  midft  of  war,  from  oui 
extended  and  flouriflring  commerce;  on  the  pro- 
greflive  improvement  and  growth  of  our  manufac¬ 
tures  ;  on  the  proofs  which  we  fee  on  all  fides  of  the 
uninterrupted  accumulation  of  produftive  capital; 
and  on  the  active  exertion  of  every  branch  of  national 
induflry,  which  can  tend  to  fupport  and  augment 
the  population,  the  riches  and  the  power  of  the 
country.  As  little  need  I  recal  your  attention  to 
the  additional  means  of  action  which  we  have  de¬ 
rived  from  the  great  augmentation  of  our  difpofable 
sniljtary  force,  the  continued  triumphs  of  our  power¬ 
ful  and  victorious  navy,  and  the  events  which,  m 
the  courfe  of  the  laft  two  years,  have  contributed  to 
raife  the  military  ardour  and  glory  of  the  country 
to  a  height  unexampled  during  any  period  of  our  hi- 
Itory. 

In  addition  to  thefe  grounds  of  reliance  on  our  own. 
flrength  and  exertions,  we  havefeen  the  confummate 
fkill  and  valour  of  the  arms  of  our  Allies  proved,  by 
that  feries  of  unexampled  fuccefs  in  the  courfe  of  the 
laft  campaign  ;  and  we  have  every  reafon  to  expert  a 
co-operation  on  the  Continent,  even  to  a  greater  ex¬ 
tent,  in  the  courfe  ^f  the  prefent  year.  If  we  com¬ 
pare  this  view  of  our  own  fituation  with  every  thing 
we  can  obferve  of  the  (late  and  condition  of  our 
enemy ;  if  we  can  trace  him  labouring  under  equal 
difficulty  in  finding  men  to  recruit  his  army,  or  ato- 
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ney  to  pay  it;  if  we  know,  that,  in  the  courfe  of  the 
leall  year,  the  moft  rigorous  efforts  of  military  con- 
fcription  were  fcarcely  fuff.cient  to  replace  to  the 
French  armies,  at  the  end  of  the  campaign,  the  num¬ 
bers  which  they  had  loft  in  the  courfe  of  it;  if  we 
have  feen  that  that  force,  then  in  pofieffion  of  ad* 
vantages  which  it  has  fince  loft,  was  unable  to  con¬ 
tend  with  the  efforts  of  the  Combined  Annies;  if  we 
know,  that,  even  while  fupported  by  the  plunder  of 
all  the  countries  which  they  had  over-run,  thofe  ar¬ 
mies  were  reduced,  by  the  confeflion  of  their  com¬ 
manders,  to  the  extremity  of  diftrefs,  and  deftitute  not 
«nly  of  the  principal  articles  of  military  fupply,  but 
almoft  of  the  neceffaries  of  life;  if  we  fee  them  now 
driven  back  within  their  own  frontiers,  and  confined 
within  a  country,  whofe  own  refources  have,  long 
Cnee,  been  proclaimed,  by  their  fucceffive  govern¬ 
ments,  to  be  unequal  either  to  paying  or  maintaining 
them  ;  if  we  obferve,  that,  fince  the  laft  revolution* 
no  one  fubflantial  or  effedhial  meafure  has  been 
adopted  to  remedy  the  intolerable  diforder  of  their 
finances  and  to  fupply  the  deficiency  of  their  credit 
and  refources ;  if  we  fee,,  through  large  and  populous 
diftriefts  of  France,  either  open  war  levied  agafnft  the 
prefent  ufurpation,  or  evident  marks  of  difunion  and 
diftra&ion,  which  the  firft  occafion  may  call  forth  into 
a  flame;  if  I  fay,  Sir,  this  comparifon  be  juft,  I  feel 
myfelf  authorized  to  conclude  from  it,  not  that  we 
are  entitled  to  confider  ourfelves  certain  of  ultimate 
fuccefs;  not  that  we  are  to  fuppofe  ourfelves  ex¬ 
empted  from  the  unforefeen  viciffitudes  of  war;  but, 
that,  confidering  the  value  of  the  objeft  for  which  we 
are  contending,  the  means  for  fupporting  the  conteft, 
aud  the  probable  courfe  of  human  events,  we  fttould 
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Jie  inexcufable,  if,  at  this  moment,  we  were  to  relin- 
quifh  the  ftruggle  on  any  grounds  fhort  of  entire  and 
complete  fecurity:  that  from  perfeverance  in  our 
efforts,  under  fuch  circumftances,  we  have  the  faireft 
reafon  to  expeCt  the  full  attainment  of  our  object ; 
but  that,  at  all  events,  even  if  we  are  difappointed  in 
our  more  fanguine  hopes,  we  are  more  likely  to  gain 
than  to  Iofe  by  the  continuation  of  the  conteft:  that 
every  month  to  which  it  is  continued,  even  if  it 
fhould  not  in  its  effects  lead  to  the  final  deftruCtion  of 
the  Jacobin  fyftem,  muff  tend  fo  far  to  weaken  and 
exhauftit,  as  to  give  us,  atleaft,  a  greater  comparative 
fecurity  in  any  termination  of  the  war:  that,  on  all 
thefe  grounds,  this  is  not  the  moment  at  which  it-  is 
confident  with  our  intereft  or  our  duty  to  liften  to  any 
propofals  of  negociation  with  the  prefent  Ruler  of 
France ;  but  that  we  are  not,  therefore,  pledged  to 
any  unalterable  determination  as  to  our  future  conduft, 
that  in  this  we  muff  be  regulated  by  the  courfe  of 
events ;  and  that  it  will  be  the  duty  of  his  Majefty’s 
minifters,  from  time  to  time,  to  •adapt  their  meafures 
to  any  variation  of  circumftances,  and  to  confider  how 
far  the  effects  of  the  military  operations  of  the  Allies, 
or  of  the  internal  difpofition  of  France,  correfpond 
with  our  prefent  expectations. 

Mr.  Fox  rofe  next:  he  began  by  faying,  that  the 
hour' was  too  late,  the  Houfe  too  much  exhaufted,  for 
him  to  undertake  to  follow  the  Right  honourable 
Gentleman  into  all  the  detail  of  circumftances  which 
formed  the  paft  caufes  of  the  war  and  conftituted  the 
proofs  of  the  firft  aggreffion.  The  prefent,  as  his 
Honourable  Friend,  Mr.  Ertkine,  had  faid,  formed  a 
new  era  in  the  war,  and  it  was  infinitely  of  more  im¬ 
portance,  in  the  prefent  moment,  to  inquire  into  the 
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life  which  ought  to  be  made  of  the  overtures  of 
gociation  than  todifcufs  which  of  the  two  parties  was 
the  aggreftbr.  The  Right  honourable  Gentleman, 
however,  had  occupied' a  very  long  time  in  going  over 
*11  thefe  topics,  which  he  had  often  before,  too  fuc- 
cefsfdlly,  preffed  on  the  Houfe,  and  by  which  he  had 
drawn  them  into  an  approbation  of  his  meafures. 
In  this  new  era  of  the  war,  when  we  were  again  come 
to  the  favourable  point  fo  anxioufly  defired,  when 
negociation  was  offered  us,  were  we  to  be  told,  that 
we  ought  to  hold  out  becaufe  there  were  appearances 
thatpromifed  us  fuccefs !  Gracious  God  !  after  be¬ 
ing  told,  five  years  ago,  that  France  was  fo  completely 
funk  into  the  gulph  of  bankruptcy,  that  it  was  an  ar¬ 
gument  againft  treating  for.  peace,  that  they  might 
not  have  an  opportunity  to  recruit  their  finances  again 
to  moleft  us;  and,  after  feeing  the  gigantic  efforts 
they  had  made  fince  this  pretended  ruin,  were  we 
again  to  be  deluded  with  reports  of  favourable  ap¬ 
pearances,  as  an  argument  againft  negociation  ?  He 
lamented,  in  common  with  every  generous  friend  to 
peace,  the  harfti  and  unconciliating  language  which 
was  held  in  the  anfwer  to  the  propofition,  as  well  as  ia 
that  Houfe.  He  remembered  with  pleafure  the  lan¬ 
guage  of  Lord  Malmfbury,  at  Paris,  in  anfwer  to  the 
haughty  and  improper  terms  ufed  by  La  Croix — 
that  reproachful  language  was  not  the  way  by  which 
two  nations  could  approach  one  another  toward  re¬ 
conciliation.  For  this  reafon,  alfo,  he  muft  lament 
that  the  Right  honourable  Gentleman  thought  it  ne- 
ceflary  to  go  with  fuch  minutenefs  into  the  early 
circumftances  of  the  war.  He  certainly  did  not  agree 
with  him  in  feveral  of  his  affertions ;  he  ftill  continued 
to  think  that  this  country  was  the  aggreflbr ;  and  that 
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Auftria  and  Pruffia  were  aggreflors  was  a  fad  which 
no  clear  and  impartail  mind  could,  for  a  moment,  he- 
filate  to  believe.  It  would  be  in  vain  for  the  Right 
honourable  Gentleman  to  fet  up  long  and  ingenious 
reafonings  againft  the  evidence  of  documents  which 
were  in  every  one’s  hand,  and  which  demonftrated, 
beyond  all  refutation,  that  not  only  the  unfortunate 
Monarch  himfelf,  and  his "confidential  advifers,  had 
entered  into  negotiations  with  foreign  powers,  and 
to  partition  France,  but  to  didate,  by  force  of  arms,  to 
France  and  to  compel  them  to  depart  from  the fy Rem 
which  they  thought  neceflary  to  their  own  internal 
happinefs.  The  treaty  of  Pavia,  as  it  has  been  called, 
may  have  been  a  forgery,  and,  ifybu  pleafe,  (laid  Mr. 
Fox)  a  nonentity:  but  are  gentlemen  prepared  to 
denv  the  truth  of  the  declaration  made  by  the  Empe¬ 
ror  at  Mantua  ?  are  gentlemen  prepared  to  deny  the 
ftory  as  it  is  related  by  M.  Bertrand  de  Moleville?  is 
It  true,  ihat  neither  this  nor  the  declaratson  of  Pil- 
nitz  were  treaties  for  the  partition  of  France?  But 
what  is  the  exad  nature  of  the  latter  of  thefe?  Auftria 
and  Pruffia  declare  themfelves  refolved  to  attack 
France  and  force  the  French  people  to  reftore  their 
ancient  kings,  as  foon  as  the  ocher  princes  ffiall  concur 
with  them  in  the  laudable  defign  :  is  not  this  aggref- 
fion  ?  Suppofe  that  any  powers  ffiould  make  a  fimi- 
lar  declaration  againft  England,  and  ftiould  fay,  “  We 
mean  to  attack  you,  but  not  yet ;  we  wait  fora  certain 
occafion,  which  w  l|  foon  occur,  and  then  our  refo- 
lution  againft  you  is  taken.”  Or,  fuppofe  that  fucli  a 
convention  as  this  ftiould  be  made  in  the  dark,  and 
kept  fecret  from  the  power  againft  which  it  is  di¬ 
rected  ;  will  any  reafonable  man  fay  that  this  is  not  ia 
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the  nature  of  an  aggreffion  ?  Ah  !  but  the  decree  of 
the  19th  of  November,  1792,  was  a  direct  infult  to 
all  thrones,  and  to  England  among  the  reft.  I  do  not 
ni  rh  regard  the  infanitv  of  general  infults  thrown 
out,  like  this,  againft  all  ftates:  but  did  not  M.  Chauve- 
lin  attempt  to  give  an  explanation  of  this  decree  ?  yes ; 
but  it  was  not  fatisfaflory.  Did  they  fay  fo  to  him  ? 
when  they  difmifted  him  did  they  alledge  this  as  a  rea- 
fon,  or  give  him  an  opportunity  of  rendering  a  more 
fufficient  explanation?  no  fuch  thing.  Did  you  hold 
out  to  the  French  what  terms  would  have  been  fa- 
tisfadfory  to  you,  and  what  would  haveprevailed  npon 
you  to  preferve  your  line  of  neutrality  ?  I  contend, 
that  when  a  nation  refufes  to  ftate  the  thing  which 
would  fatisfy  uer  (lie  fiiews  no  ardent  nor  honeft 
defire  of  peai  e.  You  now  afl'ert,  that  the  claim  fet 
up  by  France  refpe&ing  the  Scheldt  was  a  fource  of 
quarrel :  did  you  fay  fo  at  the  time?  The  Right  ho¬ 
nourable  Gentleman  has  this  day  prefented,  for  the 
firft  time,  the  copy  of  a  difpatch,  written  about  the 
time  to  the  court  of  Peterfburgh.  I  moft  perfectly  ap¬ 
prove  of  this  Paper ;  it  was  excellent  as  a  compofi- 
lition  :  it  wanted  only  to  bea<fted  upon.  If  this  dif¬ 
patch  had  been  communicated  to  Paris  inftead  of 
Peterfburgh;  if  you  had  told  the  French  with  can¬ 
dour  what  you  complained  of,  what  you  expected, 
and  what  you  fhould  think  it  necefiary  to  do  for  your 
own  fecurity,  in  cafe  they  did  not  give  you  the  fatif- 
fadlion  required,  you  would  have  afted  with  fairnefsi 
and  they  would  have  had  no  power  of  fixing  upon 
vou  the  charge  of  being  the  aggreftor.  But  no  notice 
was  given  to  France  whatever,  and  M.  Chauvelin 
was  difmifled  in  a  way  which  conftituted  an  abfolute 
declaration  of  war.  Do  gentlemen  forget  that  a  treaty 
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Aibfilled  by  which  it  was  pofitively  ftipulated,  that 
the  difmiflal  of  a  minifter  from  the  court  of  either 
of  the  parties  was  to  be  regarded  by  the  otheer  as  tan¬ 
tamount  to  a  delaration  of  war?  This  provifion  had 
been  introduced  in  confequence  of  a  difpute  about 
the  point  of  declaration. 

That  Prutlia  felt  that,  in  her  declaration  of  war 
againft  France,-  file  was  the  aggreffor,  is  proved  by 
one  circumllance  pretty  clearly  ;  viz.  that,  notwith- 
ftanding  our  defenfive  treaty  with  Pruflia,  by  which, 
if  either  fide  were  attacked,  fire  could  demand  the 
flipulated  defenfive  aid  from  the  other,  no  demand 
was  made  on  England  for  this  aid,  becaufe,  obvi- 
oufly,  it  was  a  cafe  which  did  not  come  within  the 
line  of  the  treaty,  and  which,  therefore,  did  not 
warrant  them  to  make  the  demand.  In  the  fame 
manner,  that  Auflria  was  in  a  hoftile  pofture  againft 
France  is  manifeft  from  this;  that  they  complained 
of  the  internal  ftate  of  France,  not  of  the  external 
ambition.  In  all  this,  faid  Mr.  Fox,  lam  notjuf- 
tifying  their  conduft,  either  internal  or  external.  X 
think  them  both  as  bad  and  as  execrable  as  the 
human  heart  can  conceive.  It  was  not  to  be  ex¬ 
pelled  that  French  rulers  could  have  been  fo  long 
under  the  conduft  of  the  race  of  Bourbon  without 
imbibing  the  reftlefs  ambition,  the  perfidy,  the  falfe- 
hood,  of  that  cabinet. — They  followed  the  pra<flice 
of  their  great  Prototype  ;  and  my  complaint  is,  that 
you  fliould  expefl  from  them  no  better,  more  moral, 
or  more  honourable  conduct  than  you  had  been  ac- 
cuftomed  to  meet  with  from  the  Houfe  of  Bourbon. 
It  is  faid,  that  wherever  thty  have  gone  they  have 
introduced  revolution — they  have  propagated  (heir 
rights  of  man.  What  did  Louis  XIVT  did  he  not. 
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in  every  country  which  he  over-run,  eftablilh  his 
chamber  of  claims,  by  which,  whatever  claims  the 
country  might  have  upon  any  other  traft,  he  made 
them  his  own,  and  adted  upon  them  ?  But  when 
the  Confederates  came  to  talk  of  the  manner  of  ref- 
toring  the  peace  of  Europe,  and  that  the  triple  alli¬ 
ance  was  formed,  what  was  the  language  of  that 
great  and  honeft,  man  De  Witt?  did  he  fay,  that 
becaufe  many  parts  of  his  conquefts  were  obtained 
contrary  to  all  juftice  and  right,  that  therefore  they 
fhould  not  treat  with  him,  or  that  they  thould  not 
confent  even  to  leave  him  part  of  what  he  had  fo 
infamoufly  acquired  ?  In  like  manner,  it  may  be  faid, 
that  though  the  French  feized  on  Savoy  they  feized 
on  it  on  Bourbon  principles.  Hume,  the  hiftorian, 
whofe  greateft  fault  is  the  childifn  love  of  princes, 
fpeaks  of  the  good  fortune  and  bad  fortune  of  Louis 
XIV :  he  reckons,  among  the  inftances  of  his  bad 
fortune,  that  he  never  once  hit  upon  a  juftifiable 
caufe  of  war.  This  may  be  faid,  perhaps,  of  the 
Republic  of  France.  Her  pretence  for  the  feizing 
of  Savoy  was  quite  in  the  Bourbon  principle  ;  they 
took  it,  they  faid,  on  account  of  the  convenances  mo¬ 
rales  et  ftliyjiques.  There  was  nothing  then  in  the 
nature  of  the  atrocities  of  France  which  we  and 
which  Europe  had  not  been  accuftomed  to  in  the 
uniform  practices  of  the  French  court;  and,  as  we 
Fad  never  difdained  to  treat  with  the  princes  on  ac¬ 
count  of  their  perfidy,  and  ambition,  and  violations, 
fo  we  ought  not  to  have  refufed  to  treat  with  repub¬ 
lican  France  when  the  monarch  requefted  us  to 
to  mediate  between  the  country  and  the  German 
courts. 

He  objected,  in  like  manner,  to  .all  the  pretended 
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and  hypocritical  fenfibilities,  about  which  we  had 
made  fuch  parade.  If  he  knew  any  thing  of  the 
genuine  doifrines  of  Chriftianity,  there  was  not  to 
be  found,  in  the  New  Teftament,  the  rule,  the  fen- 
timent,  the  juftification,  of  a  war  for  the  -cau-fe  of 
religion  ;  it  was  blafphemous  impiety  and  hypo- 
•crify  to  prefume  to  call  war  by  fuch  a  name  :  nor 
would  it  be  poffible  for  any  war  to  be  concluded  if 
nations  were  inceflantly  to  recur  to  the  firft  canfes. 
He  had  lately  met,  in  reading,  with  the  account  of  a 
battle  between  two  nations,  in  which  almoft  all  the 
combatants  on  both  fides  were  killed  ;  and  it  was  faid 
to  be  owing  to  this;  that,  though  they  had  offienfive 
weapons  on  both  *(ides,  they  had  none  for  defence. 
So,  if,  in  this  war  of  words,  reproaches  only  are  to 
be  ufed,  and  nothing  conciliatory,  the  battle  mitfl  be 
eternal.  If  the  atrocious  conduit  of  the  French  was 
to  be  noticed,  mult  we  not  alfo  refer  to  the  atrocities 
of  our  Allies?  The  three  powers  which  confederated 
againft  Poland.,  and  annihilated  that  independent  peo¬ 
ple,  were  all  our  Allies  for  this  war  of  focial  order! 
and  if  Buonaparte. was  not  to  be  treated  with. on  ac¬ 
count  of  the  cruelties  of  his  conduit,  what  (hould  ws 
think  of  leaguing  ourfelves  with  the  general  who 
committed  the  indifcriminate  horrors  at  Warfaw  ! 
that  worthy  man.!  “  who  exceeded  the  other  in  dif- 
cipline  as  much  as  in  virtue  !”  If  their  trampling  oil 
the  weak  powers  was  a  crime,  did  it  not  alfo  belong  to 
ourfelves  and  to  the  Allies?  was  it  not  his  relation, 
Lord  Robert  Fitzgerald,  who  was  Erft  commanded  to 
invite  the  Swifs  to  depart  from  their  neutrality  ?  The 
.pretended  Letter  of  Lord  Hcrvev  to  the  Grand  .Duke 
of  Tufeany  had  been  denied,  but  he  believed  that 
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there  was  certain  ground  to  believe,  that  he  went  into 
the  Grand  Duke’s  clofet,  laid  his  watch  upon  the  ta¬ 
ble,  and  peremptorily  demanded,  that  he  fliould,  in  a 
-certain  number  of  minutes,  difmifs  the  French  mi- 
tniflerand  French  people!  Lord  Hervey  wasrecalled$ 
but  was  the  principle  recalled  ?  did  it  not  drive  him 
into  unwilling  war?  The  .conduit  of  Mr.  Drake  to 
■Genoa  was  the  fame.  The  perfidy  of  the  French  to 
the  Venetians  was  atrocious;  but  it  had  been  juftly 
afked,  by  his  Honourable  Friend,  was  not  the  receiver 
as  bad  as  the  thief?  The  conduit  of  Auftria  in  this 
inftance  reminded  him  of  the  pretext  for  the  have 
trade :  “  I  did  not  make  this  father  of  a  family,  this 
fon,  this  brother,  a  Have  ;  I  bought  him  with  my  mo¬ 
ney  :  I  did  not  entice  him  away,  either  for  witchcraft 
or  obie  of  any  kind,  but  1  have  a  quid  Jiro  quo.”  So 
the  Emperor  may  fay  :  “  I  bought  thefe  people  in 
the  way  of  trade;  I  delivered  over  half  a  million  of 
human  beings  into  flavery  in  another  place:  this  is 
my  indemnity!”  And  this,  faidMr.  Fox,  ought  to  be 
one  of  the  chief  and  mod  crying  objections  to  this 
war  :  for  in  this  horrible  traffic  in  human  flefli,  white 
and  black,  there  has  been  more  of  this  fcandal  com¬ 
mitted,  and  it  leads  to  this  diabolical  outrage  more 
than  any  other  war -that  ever  exuded. 

He  then  anfwered  the  argument,  that  France  had 
roufed  all  Europe  againft  her  by  her  crimes.  Have 
you  not  (faid  he)  then  fucceeded  in  routing  any  part 
of  E.urope'by  your  money,  by  your  fedu&ions?  it  ar¬ 
gues  but  little  for  your  add  refs  if  you  have  not;  but,  I 
dare  fay,  the  truth  lies  between  you.:  between  their 
crimes  and  your  money  the  rage  has  bees  excited. 
Did  France  affiail  Ruffia?  has  the  magnanimous  Paul 
taken  the  field  for  the  maintenance  of  religion  and 
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focial  order  on  account  of  perfonal  outrage  ?  He  has 
declared  himfelf  Grand  Mafter  of  Malta,  notwith- 
flanding  his  religion  is  as  oppoffte  as  ours  to  the  faith 
of  the  Knights:  and  what  is  his  conduct  to  Denmark 
and  to  Spain?  He  then  animadverted  on  the  dilfer- 
<ent  attempts  at  negociation  which  had  been  made  in 
1796  and  1797,  and  particularly  reafoned  on  Mr. 
Pitt’s  affection,  that  he  apprehended  danger  from  the 
fuccefs  of  the  negociation,  but  it  was  the  unequivocal 
opinion  of  the  people  of  England,  at  that  time,  that 
they  ought  to  treat.  I  thought  fo  (faid  Mr.  Fox)  but 
•it  was  denied ;  it  is  now  fairly  acknowledged.  It  was 
then  imputed  tor  ,  that  I  did  not  fpeak  the  fenfe  of 
the  people,;  it  now  turns  out  that  I  did  :  and  I  fpeak 
it  now,  when  I  fay  that  you  ought  equally  to  treat  at 
this  time.  He  put  this  into  various  ftrong  points  of 
view,  and  faid,  the  vigour  they  produced  by  that 
meafure  ought  to  convince  them,  that  they  could  only 
roufe  the  fpiait  of  the  people  by  lhewing  an  anxiety 
for  peace.  But  minifters  faid  they  had  not  refufed 
difcuflion  :  they  had  put  a  cafe,  the  reftoration  of  the 
Houfe  of  Bourbon.  He  was  not  a  man  to  bear  heavy 
on  unfortunate  princes,  but  he  could  not  recoiled!  the 
hiftory  of  this  country  and  with  for  their  return  to 
power.  An  honourable  Gentleman  (Mr.  Canning,) 
had  alluded  to  what  had  fallen  from  a  noble  Duke, 
in  another  place,  reipedting  the  publication  of  the  in¬ 
tercepted  letters.  He  had  fpoken  of  a  perfon  of  the 
fineff:  underftanding,  and  of  a  mcfl  honourable  per¬ 
fon,  in  terms  which  (hewed  himfelf  poff'effed  of  an  in- 
telledf,  which  he  would  excufe  him  if  he  ffioula  not  no¬ 
tice  any  thing  that  fell  from  him.  The  noble  Duke  did 
not  objedt  -to  the  publication  but  to  the  manner  ;  as, 
in  the  introdudtion  and  notes  to  thofe  intercepted  let- 
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ters  there  was  a  ribaldry  which  could  not  be  endured 
by  any  feeling  mind,  on  account  of  its  exceflive  ftupi- 
dity.  He  had  accufed  the  noble  Duke  for  faying'that 
the  prefent  fcarcity  was  owing  to  the  war;  if  the  no¬ 
ble  Duke  had  faid  fo  he  would  be  juftifted,  when  it 
was  recolIeHed  that  grain  was  fold  at  this  time  in 
France  at  lefs  than  one  half  the  price  which  it  bears 
here  !  a  circumftance  which  (hews,  that,  were  it  not 
for  the  war,  we  fhould  have  a  fupply  of  it  in  our 
markets.  This  new  mode  of  anfwering  in  this  Houfe 
obfervaftons  made  in  another  was  rather  odd,  tonfi- 
dering  the  phalanx  they  had  there.  Bur,  indeed,  even 
this  Honourable  -Gentleman  might  be  fent  there  with 
as  much  propriety  as  others  they  had  fo  honoured. 

He  then  came  to  the  argument  of  Mr.  Pitt,  that  he 
had  negociated  in  the  yea  1797  becaufe  he  wiflied  to 
gain  the  people  to  a  more  igorou-s  fvftem  of  finance, 
whichcould  only  profper  bv  their  unanimity  :  having, 
then,  gained  his  end,  it  was  no  longer  neceflary  for 
him  to  pretend  to  negociate.  He  might  be.honeft  in 
his  views  of  get  ing  his  fvftem  advanced  and  honeft  in 
thinking  that  fuccefs  .in  the  1  egociation  would  have 
been  dangeroio ;  but  he  was  not  quite  honeft  to  the 
country  in  the  means  he  had  thus  taken  to  obtain 
their  confent.  He  came  then  to  the -pofition  of  Mr. 
Pitt,  that,  though  they  had  declared  that  the  reftora* 
tion  of  monarchy  would  be  the  beft  Security,  there 
were  four  other  predicaments  in  which  they  would 
think  it  right  to  treat  wi:h  Buonaparte.:  1.  If  he 
-fhould  conduct  himfelf  fo  as  to  fhew  that  he  had 
abandoned  the  principles  which  were  objectionable. 
2.  If  the  people  of  France  fhould  fhew  a  difpofition  to 
acquiefce  in  his  power  more  than  they  now  expected. 
-3.  If  the  armies  of  the  Allies  fhould  be  lefs  fuceefsfui 
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than  was  looked  for:  and,  4.  If  the  prefiure  of  the 
wa,r  Ihould  be  heavier  upon  us  than  it  was  convenient 
to  continue  to  bear:  on  the  fallacy  and  weaknefs  of 
which  poflible  cafes  he  reafoned  at  length. 

Suppofe  miuiflers  were  now  inclined  to  purfue  the 
fame  line  of  conduct  which  they  adopted  in  1796 
and  1797;  fuppofe  they  were  now  again  difpofed 
to  enter  into  negociauon  ;  I  would  afk  the  Houfe,  I 
would  afk  each  individual  member  who  compofed  it, 
whether,  if  the  conduct  of  minifliers  were  the  very 
contrary  of  what  it  now  is,  and  that  they  had  given 
a  different  anfwer  to  the  overtures  of  the  enemy, 
that  anfwer  would  be  reprobated  by  the  Houfe? 
would  the  Houfe  treat  their  willingnefs  to  liften  to 
thefe  overtures  as  rafli  and  precipitate  ?  on  the  con¬ 
trary,  would  they  not  thank  them  for  it,  as  confult- 
ing  the  interefts,  and  acquiefcing  in  the  wiflies  of  the 
people?  So  confident  ami  that  a  pacific  difpofition 
on  the  part  of  minifters  would  meet  the  general  ap¬ 
probation  of  the  Houfe,  that  I  would  afk  on  the 
prcfent  queflion  only  the  votes  of  thofe,  who,  if  the 
anfwer  brought  down  by  miniflers  was  of  a  pacific 
tendency,  would  have  cheerfully  voted  for  it,  and 
certain  I  am  that  I  fhould  then  have  a  greater  ma¬ 
jority  on  my  fide  than  I  have  ever  been  honoured 
-with  in  this  Houfe.  Yes,  Sir,  if  the  language  of 
minifters  breathed  a  fpirit  of  peace  011  the  prefent 
occafion,  your  benches  would  refound  with  rejoic¬ 
ings,  and  with  praifes  of  a  meafttre  that  was  likely  to 
reftore  the  bleffings  of  tranquillity.  There  might  be 
a  few  perfons  prelent,  who,  perhaps,  would  not  vote 
with  me  on  that  occafion  :  of  this,  however,  there 
might  be  fome  reafon  to  doubt.  But  there  was  a 
.noble  lord  iu  the  other  Houle  (Lord  FiUwilliam) 
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whofe  confiftency  of  character  and  principle  would 
not  allow  him  to  vote  for  an  addrefs  different  from 
that  now  propofed.  Of  that  noble  lord’s  difpofi-. 
tion  I  think,  however,  as  highly  as  any  man,  though 
1  differ  from  him  in  policies. 

Mr.  Fox  then  proceeded  to  cerifure  the  manner  in 
which  the  fpeech  of  the  Right  honourable  Gentle¬ 
man  (Mr.  Pitt)  endeavoured  to  inflame  the  paflions 
of  the  Houfe,  by  the  pi&ure  he  drew  of  the  internal 
Rate  of  France,  and  by  the  acrimonious  invedfives 
with  which  he  affailed  the  charadfer  of  General  Buo¬ 
naparte.  He  muff  deprecate,  he  faid,  fuch  invec¬ 
tives,  though  he  was  as  far  as  any  man  from  endea¬ 
vouring  to  defend  the  conduct  or  the  principles  of 
the  French  Conful.  He  was  not  fufficiently  in  pof- 
feffion  of  the  necefiary  grounds  on  which  to  form 
a  juft  opinion  of  that  extraordinary  man.  Buona¬ 
parte  on  his  arrival  found  France  in  an  unfettled 
ftate  ;  he  thought  it  necefiary  to  reform  her  govern¬ 
ment,  and  he  reformed  it  in  the  manner  in  which 
moft  military  men  would  he  inclined  to  do,  by  af- 
fuming  the  whole  of  the  power  to  himlelf.  Much 
indignation  was  expreffed  at  the  military  defpotifm 
exercifed  bv  Buonaparte.  How  that  Houfe  lhould 
be  fo  violently  indignant  at  the  exercife  of  military 
defpotifm  he  was  at  a  lofs  to  conceive;  was  it  not 
the  fvftem  lately,  and  ftill  purfued,  in  the  filter 
kingdom?  there  it  was  in  the  power  of  Govern¬ 
ment  to  declare  martial  law,  by  which  the  perfons 
and  the  properly  of  the  inhabitants  were  left  at  the 
mercy  of  military  commanders.  This  was  the  way 
in  which  the  free  unbiafied  fenfe  of  the  people  was 
to  be  taken  refpedting  the  propofed  legiflative  Union  1 
Thofe,  Purely,  who  aflented  to  fuch  a  mode  of  collect- 
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ing  the  fenfe  of  the  nation  thould  not  be  very  loud 
in  their  railings  againft  military  defpotifm. — But  it 
was  objected  to  Buonaparte,  that  he  fwore  to  main¬ 
tain  that  very  conftitutfon  which  he  had  lately  drf- 
troyed.  It  would  be  good,  perhaps,  to  lay  afide  all 
fuch  oaths ;  there  were  thofe  whofe  overheated  zeal 
for  monarchy  had  induced  to  ftigmatize  as  traitors 
and  rebc'3  who  fpoke  and  aded  againft  Charles  II. 
But  though  they  had  taken  the  oath  of  allegiance 
it  was  not  fuppofed  that  the  country  was  perjured 
on  account  of  their  condud.  Was  the  Earl  of  De- 
vonfliire  perjured  on  account  of  the  part  he  took  in 
that  reign  becaufe  he  had  taken  the  oath  of  allegi¬ 
ance  to  the  Houfe  of  Stuart  ?  would  France  now 
perjure  herfelf  if  her  inhabitants  confented  to  the 
reftoration  of  the  Houfe  of  Bourbon  ? 

After  the  conclufion  of  the  treaty  of  Campo 
Formio,  it  is  faid,  that  fome  confidential  officer  of 
Buonaparte  afterted  it  to  be  that  general’s  opinion, 
that  the  Fiench  Republic  and  the  Government  of 
Great  Britain  could  not  exift  together— <4t  was  not 
certain  whether  any  fuch  affiertion  had  ever  been 
made;  but,  fuppofe  it  had,  was  it  not  ftrange  that 
we  could  never  put  ourfelves  in  the  place  of  the 
enemy  ?  How  might  they  not  interpret  many  of  the 
fpeeches  delivered  in  both  houfes  of  Parliament,  and 
even  fome  of  thofe  put  in  the  mouth  of  his  Majefty 
himfelf!  might  not  they  find  in  many  of  thefe 
fpeeches  pretty  broad  aft'ertions  that  the  exiftence 
of  the  French  Republic  was  incompatible  with  that 
of  the  Engith  conftitulion  ?  Are  then  thefe  pretences 
for  mutual  recrimination  and  animofity  eternally  to 
be  reciprocated  ?  as  long  as  we  are  fuccefsful  are 
we  to  continue  to  urge  the  crimes  and  iniquities  of 
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the  French  Revolution  as  a  barrier  to  all  pacifica¬ 
tion  ?  and,  as  often  as  we  are  unfortunate  and  de¬ 
feated,  are  we  then  only  to  attempt  negociation  ? 
Mould  not  this  lead  to  an  interminable  war?  would 
not  fuch  a  condudl  fly  in  the  face  of  all  our  old 
prejudices,  and  make  us  regard  warfare  as  a  natural 
flate,  and  peace  only  a  (late  of  doubt,  fufpicion,  and 
diftrufl?  Did  the  different  treaties  concluded  with 
Louis  XIV.  tend  to  render  that  monarch  lefs  ambi¬ 
tious  ?  at  the  time  of  thefe  treaties  we  fpoke  as 
freely  and  as  bar  Ally  of  the  unprincipled  ambition 
of  that  tyrant  as  we  now  fpeak  of  that  of  Buona¬ 
parte.  And  what  was  the  fecurity  which  we  derived 
from  thefe  treaties  againft  the  projefts  of  aggrellion 
and  aggrandizement  entertained  and  afled  upon  by 
that  afpiring  monarch  ?  what  fecurity  did  we  even 
obtain  for  the  ambitious  views  of  the  French  court 
by  the  peace  concluded  in  1783,  in  which  the  Right 
honorable  Gentleman  bore  himfelf  a  part  ?  did  not 
the  French  court,  fhortly  after  that  treaty,  endeavour 
to  concert,  with  the  Dutch  Republic,  the  means  of 
attacking  our  India  pofleflions,  in  the  fame  manner 
as  Buonaparte  has  lately  meditated  their  deltrud'tion  ? 
After  the  conclufion  of  that  peace  the  adminiftra- 
tion  who  concluded  it  went  out;  and  he,  among 
other  gentlemen,  came  into  office.  Suppofe  he  had 
refufed  to  fign  that  treaty,  when,  upon  examination, 
he  found  that  France  was  adling  a  perfidious  part, 
and  was  actually  in  treaty  to  commence  a  frefli  at¬ 
tack  upon  the  Britifh  dominions  at  the  time  the  treaty 
alluded  to  wasfigned;  would  the  Right  honourable 
Gentleman  (Mr.  Pitt)  fupport  him  in  that  refufal? 
furely.  Yet  the  fame  arguments  would  juftify  him 
in  withholding  his  approbation,  that  the  Right  ho- 
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norable  Gentleman  now  urges  in  juftiftcation  of  his 
own  refnfal  to  enter  into  negociation.  But  it  is 
not,  we  are  told,  the  intereft  of  Buonaparte  fin- 
terely  to  negociate,  or,  if  he  negotiates  and  concludes 
a  treaty,  it  is  not  his  intereft  to  obferve  it.  The 
return  of  peace  would  not  be  friendly  to  his  military' 
defpotifm.  What !  had  not  Auguftus  Crefar  efta- 
bliflied  a  military  defpotifm  which  lafted  600  years, 
and,  though  half  of  the  Roman  Emperors  were  mur¬ 
dered,  aid  not  the  military  defpotifm  furvive  ?  If 
hiftory  was  confnlted,  would  it  not  be  found  that 
the  defpots  changed,  but  that  the  defpotifm  continued 
unimpaired  ?  If  Buonaparte  difappeared  from  the 
fcene  to  make  room  for  a  Berthier,  what  difference 
would  there  be  produced  in  cur  fituation  ?  might  we 
not  as  fafely  treat  with  the  one  or  the  other,  as  with 
a  Louis  XVI.  XVII.  or  XVIII?  It  was  wrong  to. 
look  too  narrowly  into  the  chara&er  of  individuals 
in  power  with  whom  vve  may  be  obliged  to  treat. 
However,  it  might  be  afferted  to  the  contrary,  it  was 
evidently  the  intereft  of  Buo.^iparte  to  make  peace  ; 
a  lover,  as  that  general  unqueftionably  was  of  mili¬ 
tary  glory,  vet  he  muft  be  fenfible  that'tl  fplendour 
of  his  former  triumphs  muft  be  tarnifhed  by  defeat; 
he  could  no  longer  depend  upon  his  own  fortune 
or  his  own  abilities  for  the  continuance  of  his  vic¬ 
torious  career  :  he  would  he  under  the  neceffity  of 
employing  other  generals,  whofe  mifconduct  or  in¬ 
capacity  might  compromife  and  endanger  his  power; 
befides,  he  muft  be  fenfible  that  France  required  a 
refpit«,  a  breathing  interval,  to  ciofe  and  heal  her 
wounds,  and  to  re-create  her  exhaufted  ftrength — • 
to  procure  her  this  refpite  would  be  a  work  of  more 
VOL.  IV. - NO.  XLI. 
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real  and  durable  gJory  than  he  could  derive  fro?* 
the  proudelt  triumphs  which  he  has  as  yet  achieved, 
and  this  objedt  Buonaparte  might  well  be  conceived 
to  have  anxioufly  at  heart,  however  diiferent  might 
be  the  opinion  of  gentlemen  on  this  particular;  nor 
fhould  the  afperlions  now  thrown  upon  his  character 
induce  a  belief  that  he  was  otherwife  inclined. 

On  this  occalicn,  Mr.  Fox  laid,  he  could  not 
but  dwell  a  moment  on  a  great  and  venerable  cha¬ 
racter  lately  deceafed; — on  that  great  man  (General 
Waflrington)  it  was  not  in  his  power  to  bellow  any 
thing  like  adequate  praife ;  but,  however  highly  he 
might  now  fpeak  of  him,  his  praife  could  not  be  fup- 
pofed  to  flow'  from  an  extravagant  lover  of  liberty,, 
or  a  hater  of  focial  order.  The  Houfe  mult  ac¬ 
knowledge  that  the  character  he  was  now'  contem¬ 
plating  w'as  a  truly  great  and  good  man  ;  yet  the 
Right  honourable  Gent'eman  who  opened  the  prefent 
queflion  muit  remember  in  what  terms  that  illuftrious 
character  liad  o' ten  been  tiaduced  in  that  Houfe, 
and  how  a  y  g  ntlei^.n  who  fpoke  favourably  of 
an  American  w  s  tigm.  tized  as  an  enemy  to  his 
country.  The  Right  honorable  Secretary  had  ex- 
prelf  d  a  wilh  t!  at  no  ex:  mple  Ihould  be  permitted 
to  xlli  of  a  R  public  eftabiilhed  like  that  of  France. 
He  hoped,  hcweter,  hat  the  American  revolution 
would  not  be  heki  oit  as  a  bad  example:  if  lo, 
all  our  old  prejud  crs  in  favour  of  liberty  were 
gone — k  would  net  at  leaft,  be  held  in  that  light 
by  thofe  who  thought  of  the  American  revolution 
as  he  did,  and  who  felt  and  did  ftill  feel  that  it  w'as 
hi  eh  I  v  beneficial  to  the  caufe  of  freedom  and  ^ood 
order.  Does  the  Amer  can  government  perfilt  in 
ptovoking  Loftilities  with  France,  or  does  it  refufe 
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to  negociate  ?  no,  it  makes  no  war  for  abfurd  theo¬ 
ries:  yet  we  are  told  that  no  attention  fhould  be  paid 
to  the  conduct  of  America ;  but  that  we  fliould  re- 
fufe  to  negociate  becaufe  it  were  fetting  a  bad  ex¬ 
ample  that  Buonaparte  fliould  be  permitted  to  draw 
fuch  a  prize  as  that  of  obtaining  defpotic  power  in 
France  from  the  wheel  of  the  revolution.  Was  net 
this  warring  for  the  fake  of  a  wild  theory  which  was 
direftly  oppofite  to  all  the  practical  and  prefling  argu¬ 
ments  of  our  lunation  i  An  honourable  friend  of  his 
•was  much  cenfured  for  the  Opinion  heexprefled  refpeeft- 
ing  the  change  of  property  which  muft  accompany 
the  refloration  of  monarchy  :  lie  was  one  of  thofe  who 
coincided  in  that  opinion,  and  who  could  oppote  the 
re-eftablifliment  of  the  Emigrants  in  their  property, 
becaufe  fuch  a  recovery  of  property  would  go  to  di- 
v<sft  a  greater  number  than  that  of  thofe  whom  it 
would  reinflate:  He  admitted  that  they  had  been 
unjufty  difpoflefled  of  it ;  but  to  do  them  juftice  now 
in  reftoring  it  were  impracticable,  fo  widely  and  mi¬ 
nutely  was  that  property  now  diffufed. 

Mr.  Fox  next  alluded  to  a  proclamation  iflued  by 
Louis  XVIII.  in  which  that  prince  pretended  that  he 
•fliould  be  reftored  with  all  the  powers  that  formerly 
belonged  to  his  family  ;  what  thofe  powers  were  ic 
was  not  neceflary  to  fay :  but  would  not  the  emi¬ 
grant  nobility  obferve,  “Shall  the  king  be  reftored  to 
all  his  prerogatives  and  we  not  be  re-inflated  in  all  our 
-property  ?”  The  feene  that  would  enfue  from  the  ac- 
complifiiment  of  their  withes  it  were  eafier  for  gen¬ 
tlemen  to  conceive  than  for  him  to  deferibe.  But 
there  was  one  point  which  called  for  the  peculiar  at¬ 
tention  of  the  Houfe  :  we  are,  itfeems,  to  make  com¬ 
mon  caufe  with  the  Houfe  of  Bourbon,  and  to  fight  to 
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the  laF  extremity  for  their  reForation.  This,  furel_v> 
was  the  fcheme  of  a  madman  ;  the  language  which 
our  conduft  fpoke  evinced  it.  We  threatened,  if  fuc- 
cefsful,  to  excite  the  whole  country  of  France  again# 
Buonaparte  and  to  overturn  the  prefent  French  go¬ 
vernment;  but,  fhould  our  attempts  fail  of  fuccefs, 
then  would  we  content  to  negociate.  On  Avhat  our 
hopes  of  fuccefs  were  founded  he  might  be  able  to  fee 
as  clearly  as  thofe  gentlemen  who  fo  fanguinely  per¬ 
il  lied  in  them.  But  it  might  be  obferved  that  the  fuc- 
cefs  of  was  proverbially  variable  and  .inconFant;  and 
though  the  fuccefs  of  the  lad  campaign  was  aFerted  to 
be  unexampled,  yet  the  campaign  of  the  enemy,  but 
two  years  before,  was  equally  fuccefsful,  though  their 
vidfories  were  not  exadfly  achieved  in  the  fame  fpace 
of  time.  Mr.  Fox  proceeded  to  draw  a  moll  animated 
picture  of  the  honors  and  murders  perpetrated  at 
Naples,  which  was  faid  to  be  delivered  :  there,  if  he 
was  rightly  informed,  the  very  flefh  of  their  victim? 
was  devoured  by  the  friends  of  focial  order  and  mo¬ 
rality  !  and  in  no  infiance  was  the  trreaty  obferved 
which  promifed  fafety  and  fecurity  of  property  to  what 
were  called  the  patriots :  as  this  treaty  is  faid  to  have 
been  figned  and  guaranteed  by  a  Bririlh  officer  he 
hoped  and  trufled  it  would  be  particular!)  inquired 
into,  and  that  this  foul  Fain  fhould  be  w  a  fried  away 
from  the  Britifli  name  ;  a  Fain  that  in  black  nefs  could 
rival  any  that  n  fuited  irom  the  atrocities  of  tt  e  French 
revolution.  W lien  were  t he fe  horrors  to  ceafe?  were 
they  to  be  aferibed  to  ambition,  to  the  luF  of  power? 
to  a  fpirit  of  afpiring  domination?  no;  theft  motives 
were  of  angeiit  hue  when  compared  with  thofe  which 
i obligated  thofe  horrors:  they  were  thofe  of  revenge, 
hatred,  animoFty,  and  rancour,  and  of  every  fell.paf- 
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lion  that  leads  to  the  extindion  of  all  civilization  and 
humanity :  are  they  not  to  be  checked  in  their  de- 
folating  progrefs  till  the  Bourbons  are  reftored? 
We  had  before  boalled  of  fuccefsful  campaigns :  we 
were  repeatedly  told  of  the  capture  of  Valenciennes 
Quefnoy,  Conde,  &c.  &c.  which  prepared  fome  gen¬ 
tlemen  for  a  march  to  Paris.  But  ftill  more  fanguine 
hopes  of  fuccefs  were  now  conceived  than  at  that  pe¬ 
riod  :  where,  then  was  the  expectation  of  peace; 
fince  fuccefs  leads  only  to  war,  the  war  may  now  be 
expeCted  to  be  endlefs  !  Good  God!  what  a  lament¬ 
able  profpedt  was  this  for  the  country  !  fora  mere  fpe- 
culation,  or  a  ralh  experiment,  we  are  to  perfifl  in 
fpilling  the  blood,  in  exhaufting  the  treaftire  of  the 
country,  and  in  fwelling  the  black  catalogue  of  human 
miferies;  and  all  this  that  we  may  paufe!  and  lor 
what  ?  merely,  that  we  may  better  afcertain  the  cha¬ 
racter  of  an  individual  or  the  probable  liability  of  his 
power;  for  this  are  all  the  horrors  of  human  carnage 
to  be  protraCted  !  What  difference  between  a  battle 
of  the  prefent  day  and  the  battle  of  Blenheim,  for 
•example  ?  we  then  fee  that  we  bravely  fought  to  curb 
the  ambition  of  Louis  XIV :  but  if  it  be  now  in¬ 
quired,  why' men  expire  and  fpread  defolation  around 
them,  like  that  fpread  through  the  Palatinate  by  that 
vain  ambitious  monarch;  it  is,  not  becaufe  we  are 
angry,  but  merely  to  paufe  and  paufe  in  war,  not  in 
peace,  in  order  to  fee  whether  we  may  not  meet  with 
a  better  than  Buonaparte  to  negotiate  wich  !  That 
individual  profelfes  a  delire  of  peace ;  you  refufe  to 
found  the  fincerity  of  his  profeffions,  while  vou  fe- 
cretly  entertain  a  refolution  to  carry  on  the  war,  too 
•odious,  too  determined,  aud  too  ruinous  to  be  openly 
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avowed.  Yet  you  feed,  or,  at  leaf!:,  fought  for^peace 
in  1/9^,  becaufe  the  people  exprefied  an  anxiety  for 
the  return  of  peace  :  are  they  not  now  as  anxious  as 
folicitous  as  they  were  then  ?  molt  certainly  they  are: 
but  fuch  have  been  the  alterations  made  in  the  confti- 
tution,  that  no  means  are  left  them  for  rnanifeft- 
ing  that  anxiety  and  folicitude.  Formerly  miniilers 
crouched  before  the  will  of  the  nation,  now  they  pay 
not  the  leaf!  deference  to  the  voice  of  public  opinion. 
Mr.  Fox  concluded  by  repeating  his  wifh,  that  thofe 
who  would  have  voted  for  the  Addrefs,  in  cafe  miniilers 
had  accepted  the  overtures  of  the  enemy,  would  now 
vote  in  reprobating  the  rejection  of  them  ;  and  that 
thofe  only  would  vote  for  the  prefent  Addrefs  who 
would  have  oppofed  that  which  recommended  imme- 
ate  negociation. 

The  queflion  being  now  loudly  called  for,  the 
Houfe  divided;  for  the  Addrefs  265,  again!!  it  645 
majority  201. 

The  ftrong  and  marked  decifion  of  the  cabinet  of 
St  James’s  attached  the  court  of  Vienna  as  firmly  as 
ever  to  the  common  caufe;  but  the  German  Empire 
became  daily  lefs  and  lefs  convinced  of  the  neceffity 
of  continuing  the  war,  and  the  government  received 
nothing  in  the  lhape  of  voluntary  aid.  Buonaparte 
faw  in  this  laxity  a  favourable  fymptom  for  his  ob~ 
jetf,  and  he  continued  to  correfpond  with  the  Arch¬ 
duke  on  the  fubjedl  of  peace,  fending  his  aid-de- 
camp  to  the  head-quarters  of  the  prince,  becaufe  he 
was  prohibited  from  proceeding  to  Vienna.  The  ar» 
rival  of  General  Kray,  on  the  1 6th  of  February,  at 
Donaufchingen,  to  fucceed  the  Archduke  in  the  com¬ 
mand  of  the  army,  made  the  hopes  of  peace  evanifli 
like  the  morning  cloud. 
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The  French  government  having  been  defeated  in 
its  attempts  to  pro  -.ure  peace,  was  compelled  to  feek  it 
at  the  mouth  of  the,  cannon.  The  determination  of 
the  Combined  Powers  to  profecute  ihe  war  was  com¬ 
municated  to  the  Legiflative  Body o*  the  7th  of  March. 
The  Addrefs, containing  evident  proofs  ofindignation 
againft  Britain,  tvas  conceived  in  the  following  terms : 

“  Frenchmen  !  you  have  been  anxious  for  peace  5 
your  government  has  defired  it  with  ftill  greater  ar¬ 
dour  :  its  firft  fteps,  its  moff  conflant  withes,  have 
been  for  its  attainment.  The  Englith  miniftry  has 
betrayed  the  fecret  of  its  horrible  policy :  to  dif- 
member  France,  deftroy  its  marine  and  its  ports, 
ftrike  it  out  from  the  chart  of  Europe,  or  lower  it  to 
the  rank  of  fecondary  powers;  to  keep  every  nation 
on  the  continent  divided  from  each  other,  in  order  to 
gain  pofleffion  of  the  trade  of  the  whole  and  enrich 
itfelf  with  their  fpoils;  to  obtain  this  horrible  triumph 
jt  is  that  England  fcatters  its  gold,  becomes  prodigal 
of  its  promifes,  and  multiplies  its  intrigues.” 

Whatever  truth  there  might  be  in  the  allegation  on 
either  fide,  it  is  certain  that,  from  this  period,  the 
war  was  a  mere  perfonal  conteft;  and,  if  it  be  true 
that  the  Allies  took  no  very  lively  intereft  in  the  re- 
eftabhfhment  of  the  Bourbons,  it  will  be  a  queftion, 
whether  the  mere  detire  of  embarraffing  an  individual 
was  not  too  frivolous  a  motive  for  hazarding  the  fur¬ 
ther  effufion  of  blood. 
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CHAPTER  X. 

Buonaparte  endeavours  to  conciliate  Neutral  Powers. — 
A  Union  between  Great  Britain  and  Ireland  ejffedled.— 
A  new  Force ,  to  be  called  the  Army  of  Referve. — Ordered 
to  ajfemble  at  Dijon ,  by  Buonaparte. —  Death  of  Cham- 
pionnet. — Maffena  appointed  to  fucceed  him  in  the  Com¬ 
mand.— Difrefes  of  the  Army  of  Genoa  increafed  by 
the  Vigilance  of  the  B  itijh  Fleet. — Vigorous  Efforts  of 
the  Allies  to  get  Fcff,  ffion  of  the  City. 

England  and  Prance  were  now,  more  clearly 
than  ever,  the  principals  in  the  war,  and  each  ex¬ 
erted  all  its  efforts  to  {Lengthen  itfelf,  and  to  mul¬ 
tiply  its  refources.  On  receiving  intelligence  of  the 
death  of  General  Wafhington,  Buonaparte  made  an 
effort  to  conciliate  America,  by  a  well-timed  compli¬ 
ment,  in  ordering  all  the  colours  and  officers  of  the 
Republic  to  mount  black  crape  for  ten  days.  Such 
of  the  European  powers  as  had  perfevered  in  a  date 
of  neutrality,  were  alfo  confidered  as  worthy  of  be¬ 
ing  conciliated,  from  political  motives. 

In  a  particular  manner,  the  Firft  Conful  was  atten¬ 
tive  to  the  King  of  Pruffia,  whom  neither  the  prayers 
nor  threatenings  of  the  Combined  Powers  could 
turn  afide  from  his  inflexible  apathy.  He  had  con¬ 
tinued  neutral  during  the  exiftence  of  the  Dire&orial 
government,  and,  therefore,  it  was  not  to  be  ex¬ 
pected  that  the  mildnefs  and  moderation  of  t  ne  "on- 
fular  authority  would  alter  his  refolution1' ’  But 
Buonaparte  left  nothing  uaattempted  to  induce  the 
court  of  Berlin  to  efpoufe  the  caufe  of  the  Republic 
againft  the  Coalition,  as  the  moll  likely  meaa  of 
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terminating  the  war.  The  King  of  Pruffia,  how¬ 
ever,  would  not  abandon  the  line  of  conduct  he  had 
hitherto  purfued.  1 

The  new  French  ambaffador  Bournonville,  was 
kindly'received  at  the  court  of  Berlin,  and  the  Chief 
Conful,  through  the  medium  of  this  minifter,  had 
the  fulleft  aflurances  of  neutrality  on  the  part  of 
Pruffia.  The  example  of  the  King  was  followed  by 
the  Eledfor  of  Saxony.  It  was  in  vain  the  Imperial 
Cabinet  folicited  his  co-operation;  the  late  revolu¬ 
tion  in  France  had  determined  his  choice.  Sweden 
alfo  began  to  evince  more  friendly  difpofitions  to¬ 
wards  the  Republic,  and  the  neutrality  of  Denmark 
was  confirmed  by  the  example  of  Pruffia. 

Great  Britain  had  laboured  as  fuccdsfully  in  the 
work  of  the  Union  with  Ireland,  and  that  meafnre 
was  fo  far  concluded  on  the  5th  of  February,  that 
153  members  againft  1 15,  in  the  Iriffi  Houfe  of  Com¬ 
mons,  forming  a  majority  of  38,  voted  in  its  favour; 
the  drvffion  in  the  Houfe  of  Lords  was  75  againft 
26.  The  details  occupied  the  Legiflatures  of  both 
countries  till  the  ift  of  Auguft,  when  the  Lord  Lieu¬ 
tenant  affiembled  both  Houfes  of  the  Iriffi  Parlia¬ 
ment,  and  diffiolved  them  for  ever,  by  the  following 
Addref’s : 

“  My  Lords  and  Gentlemen, 

“  The  whole  bufinefs  of  this  important  Seffion  beinp,  at 
length,  happily  concluded,  it  is  with  the  rnoft  fincerc  faus- 
fadtion  that  I  communicate  to  you,  by  his  Majefty’s  ex- 
prcfs  command,  his  warnieft  acknowledgments  for  that 
ardent  zeal  and  unfhaken  perleverance  which  you  have  fo 
confpieuoufly  marifefted  in  maturing  and  completing  the 
great  meafure  of  a  legiflative  Union  between  this  king¬ 
dom  and  Great  Britain. — The  proofs  you  have  given  on 
this  occafion,  of  your  uniform  attachment  to  the  real  wel- 
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f.»re  of  your  country,  iafeparajly  connedled  with  the  fe- 
C'jrity  and  prcfpcrity  of  the  empire  at  large,  not  only  en¬ 
title  you  to  the  full  approoaticn  of  your  fovereign,  and 
the  applaufe  of  your  fellovv-fubjeds,  but  muft  afford  you 
the  fureft  claim  to  the  gratitude  of.  pofterity. — You  will, 
regTet  with  his  Majefty,  the  reverfc  which  his  Majefty’s 
Allies  have  experienced  oa  tr.e  c  ntinent-,  but  his  Majefty 
is  perfuaded  that  tne  nrmnefs  and  public  fpirit  of  his  iub- 
jecis  will  enable  him  to  perfeme  in  that  line  of  con- 
cudf,  wrich  will  belt  provide  for  the  honour  and  the  ef- 
fential  interefts  of  h.s  dominions,  wiiofe  means  and  re- 
fources  hate  now,  f.y  your  wifdom,  been  more  cioleiy  and 
intimately  combined.” 

“  Gentlemen  of  i he  H,ufe  of  Commons, 

“  I  am  to  thank  you,  in  his  Majeftv’s  name,  for  the 
liberal  fuppiies  wnich  vou  have  cheerful:.'  granted  for  the 
various  and  important  branches  of  the  putlic  fere  ice  in  the 
prefenr  year.  H:s  Majefty  h«s  all'o  witneffed  with  p;ea- 
fure  that  wife  liberality  which  w  .1  enable  him  to  trwlke 
a  juft  and  equitable  retribution  to  thefe  bodies  and  indi¬ 
viduals,  whofe  privileges  and  interefts  areaffedttc  by  the 
Union  ;  and  l:c  has  feen  with  fatisfaefion  that  atteoti'  n  to 
the  internal  prc-fperity  of  this  country,  which  has  been  fo 
confpicuoufly  telfiaed  by  the  encouragement  you  have 
given  to  the  improvement  and  extension  or  us  inland  na¬ 
vigation.” 

“  Mf  Lords  and  Gentlemen , 

I  have  the  happinefs  to  acquaint  you  that  the  country 
in  general  has,  in  a  great  meafure,  returned  to  its  former 
ftate  of  tranqui  lity.  If  in  fome  diftriGs  a  fpirit  of 
plunder  and  d:  affection  ft:  1  exlfts,  thefe  diforders,  I  be- 
j  eve,  will  prove  to  be  merely  local,  and  will,  I  doubt  cot, 
be  foon  effectually  terminated.  The  prefTure  of  fcarcity 
on  the  poorer  ciaffes,  though  much  relieved  by  private 
gecerofity,  and  by  the  falutary  provifions  of  the  legiflature, 
has  been  long  and  unufuaily  fevere  ;  but,  I  truft,  that 
under  the  favour  of  Providence,  we  may  draw  a  pleafing 
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profpeft  of  future  plenty  from  the  prefent  appearance  of 
the  harveft.  I  am  perfuaded,  that  the  great  meafure  which 
is  now  accomplilhtd,  could  never  have  been  effected  but 
by  a  decided  conviChon  on  your  part,  that  it  would  tend 
to  reftore  and  preferve  the  tranquillity  of  this  country,  to 
increafe  its  commerce  and  manufactures,  to  perpetuate  its 
connexion  with  Great  Britain,  and'augmcnt  the  refourees 
of  the  Empire.  You  will  not  fail  to  imprefs  thefc  fenti- 
ments  on  the  minds  of  your  fellow-fubjeCts — \ou  will 
encourage  and  improve  that  juft  confidence  which  they 
have  mani  efted  in  the  relult  of  your  deliberations  on  this 
srdent  quefiion.  Above  all,  you  will  be  ftudious  to  incul¬ 
cate  the  full  conviction,  that,  united  with  the  people  of 
Great  Britain  into  one  kingdom,  governed  by  the  fame 
Sovereign,  protected  by  the  lame  laws,  and  reprelented  in 
the  fame  legillature,  nothing  will  be  wanting  on  their  part 
but  a  fpirit  of  induftry  and  order,  to  enfure  to  them  the 
full  advantages  under  which  the  people  of  Great  Britain 
have  enjoyed  a  greater  degree  of  profperity,  fecurity,  and 
freedom,  than  has  ever  yet  been  experienced  by  any  other 
nation.  I  cannot  conclude  without  offering  to  you  and 
to  the  nation  at  large,  my  perfonal  congratulations  on  the 
accomphfhment  of  this  great  work,  which  has  received 
the  fanClion  and  concurrence  of  our  Sovereign,  on  the  an- 
niverfary  of  that  aufpicious  day  which  placed  his  illuftrious 
family  on  the  throne  of  thefe  realms.  The  Empire,  is 
now,  through  your  exertiens,  fo  completely  united,  and 
by  union  fo  ftrengthened,  that  it  can  bid  defiance  to  all 
the  efforts  its  enemies  can  make,  either  to  weaken  it  by 
divifions,  or  to  overturn  it  by  force.  Under  the  protec¬ 
tion  of  the  Divine  Providence,  the  United  Kingdom  of 
Great  Britain  and  Ireland,  will,  I  truft,  remain  in  all 
future  ages  the  faireft  monument  of  his  Majefty’s  reign, 
already  diftinguifhed  by  fo  many  and  fuch  various  bleffings 
conferred  upon  every  clal's  and  delcription  of  his  fubjeCts.” 

The  attempts  of  the  French  government  to  pro¬ 
cure  the  bleffings  of  peace  having  proved  unfuccefs- 
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ful,  the  molt  vigorous  efforts  were  made  for  open¬ 
ing  another  campaign.  An  army  of  referve,  to  con- 
filf  of  60,000  men,  were  to  be  affembled  at  Dijon, 
the  city  which  was  to  conftitute  the  general  rendez¬ 
vous  for  the  military  operations  of  the  armies  both 
of  Italy  and  Germany,  on  account  of  its  centrical 
fituation.  Every  clafs  of  men  in.  the  Republic  en¬ 
tertained  the  mofl  fanguine  hopes  of  being  able  to 
diclate  a  peace  at  the  point  of  the  bayonet ;  and 
many,  who  had  been  diffatisfied  with  the  Confular 
government,  now  came  forward  with  a  hearty  tender 
of  their  fervices.  Numbers  Hocked  to  the  ftandard 
of  Buonaparte,  without  folichation,  and  provided 
themfelves  with  martial  implements  at  their  own 
expenfe.  The  chief  command  of  this  army  was 
at  firfl  conferred  on  Berthier,  who  had  been  Minifler 
of  War  fince  the  1 8th  Brumaire.  .His  fucceffor,  in 
this  laft  office,  was  Carnot,  the  ex-director,  whom 
the  Conful  had  found  it  his  intereft  to  recal,  and 
who  had  always  conduced  himfeif  by  the  dictates  of 
an  intelligent  and  difinterefled  mind. 

The  preceding  campaign  in  Italy  terminated  with 
the  capture  of  Coni,  and  the  death  of  Championnet, 
who,  it  is  thought,  Buonapart6  difliked,  and  the  re¬ 
treat  of  the  French  army  into  the  territory  of  Genoa, 
the  only  place  of  any  confequence  in  Italy  which 
they  could  now  boalt  of.  So  interefling  was  this 
place  confidered  by  the  Combined  Powers,  that  they 
feemed  to  attach  the  whole  glory  of  the  campaign 
to  the  vvrefling  of  it  from  the  hands  of  the  Repub¬ 
licans.  A  little  attention  will  convince  us  that  this 
anxiety  was  not  furprifing,  for,  whilft  the  French 
were  maflers  of  Genoa,  they  could,  with  the  greateft 
eafe,  give  affiflance  to  their  army  in  Switzerland,  and 
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feture  a  paffage  into  Italy  by  the  defiles  of  Upper 
Piedmont. 

Upon  the  death  of  Championnet  Maffena  was  ap¬ 
pointed  commander  in  chief  of  the  army,  which  he 
found  reduced  to  a  melancholy  fituation,  dragging 
out  the  remains  of  a  levere  winter  on  the  frozen 
fummits  of  the  Appenines.  The  ravages  of  war  had 
reduced  this  army  to  one  half  of  its  original  number, 
and  nearly  diffolved  it  by  famine  and  dileafe,  in  a 
great  meafure  owing  to  the  fyftem  of  robbery  and 
plunder  which  characterized  the  adminiftration  of 
Scherer.  The  military  chefts  and  magazines  were 
empty,  while  the  exertions  of  the  chief  officers  were 
Cuch  as  to  evince  their  incapacity  to  afford  any 
material  relief.  No  pay  had  been  received  for  feven 
months,  and  the  number  of  deferters  became  prodi¬ 
gious,  in  order,  if  poffible,  to  efcape  the  jaws  of  death, 
by  feeking  relief  in  fome  more  hofpitable  clime. 
Nearly  30,000  men  perifned  in  the  territory  of  Genoa 
by  difeafe  and  famine,  without  having  to  face  a 
fingle  enemy.  This  army,  therefore,  of  which  Maf¬ 
fena  affumed  the  command,  had  almofi:  to  be  created 
anew;  and,  for  this  reafon,  the  moft  unlimited  pow¬ 
ers  were  conferred  upon  him  by  the  Conl'uls,  both 
military,  political,  adminiftrative,  and  financial.  Nor 
was  this  dilorder  confined  to  the  army  of  Genoa,  for 
the  troops  in  the  Southern  parts  of  France,  in  the 
countries  contiguous  to  the  Rhine,  were  nearly  in 
the  fame  condition  ;  and,  even  in  the  heart  of  the 
Republic,  foldiers  were  forced  to  fubfift  on  arbitrary 
requifitions,  extorted  from  the  people,  for  want  of 
clothing  and  pay. 

Before  Maffena  arrived  at  Nice  he  had  organized 
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a  confiderable  army,  from  the  meafures  he  put  in 
execution  by  the  way.  He  endeavoured  to  bring 
different  battalions  back  to  their  colours ;  one  whole 
divifion,  which  had  del’erted  their  pofts,  from  in- 
fupportable  mifery,  having  returned  to  France  in 
fearch  of  pay,  clothing,  and  food.  Fie  was  finally 
luccefsful,  by  a  judicious  diftribution. of  rewards  and 
punilhments,  in  prevailing  with  them  to  unite  them- 
felves  again  to  their  refpedlive  llandards. 

The  evils  already  mentioned  raged  at  Genoa,  and 
its  vicinity,  with  redoubled  fury.  The  military  were 
become  real  objefts  of  pitv  to  the  very  people,  who, 
but  a  Ihort  time  before,  both  feared  and  refpedled 
them.  The  higher  dalles  of  the  community,  who 
confidered  the  French  as  the  plunderers  of  their 
country,  the  deflroyers  of  their  rank  and  political 
importance,  were  inwardly  delighted  with  their 
wretchednefs,  and  fecretly  alfifted  in  every  meafure 
which  could  be  fuppofed  calculated  to  compel  them 
to  evacuate  the  country.  The  Auftrians,  in  the 
mean  time,  enjoyed  abundant  communication  with 
Genoa,  by  means  of  Italian  refugees,  by  the  con¬ 
nivance  of  the  Genoefe  general,  Afiaretto,  and  alfo 
by  the  Republican  foldiers  themfelves,  who  were 
fometimes  tempted  to  fell  their  configne ,  for  the  pur- 
pofe  of  procuring  bread  ! 

Maflena  had  been  promifed  60,000  men,  but  had 
the  mortification  to  find  himfelf  at  the  head  of  no 
more  than  24,000,  after  the  molt  indefatigable  exer¬ 
tions  ;  w'hich  number  he  was  obliged  to  extend  be¬ 
tween  Mount  Cenis,  and  the  frontiers  of  Tufcany,  a 
diftance  of  more  than  230  miles.  He  kept  it  no 
fecret  from  the  Government  of  France,  that  the 
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danger  was  imminent  which  awaited  it  from  this 
quarter,  and  that  it  would  be  impoflible  to  fave  the 
Ligurian  Republic  fliould  he  be  ferioufly  attacked. 
He  difmifled  the  whole  of  the  generals,  not  from 
any  perfonal  animofity,  or  a  conviction  that  they 
were  not  qualified  to  difcharge  their  duty,  but  be- 
caufe  the  army  could  not  have  feparated  fuch  men 
from  the  idea  of  the  defeats  they  had  formerly  ex¬ 
perienced  under  their  command.  A  portion  of  their 
pay  was  given  to  the  troops,  and  fome  clothing, 
particularly  fhoes,  an  article  of  which  the  army  flood 
eminently  in  need,  as  fcarcely  a  Angle  pair  was  to 
be  found  among  them.  Having  perceived  thefe 
exertions  to  ameliorate  their  fituation,  the  foldiers 
became  more  fubmiflive  and  obedient,  and  ready  to 
engage  the  enemy  whenever  it  fliould  be  required. 
But,  formidable  as  the  Auftrians  were  in  this  quarter, 
Maflena  foon  found  ,  that  they  were  not  the  only 
enemy  with  which  he  had  to  contend  :  the  people 
in  the  Eaftern  territory  of  Genoa  had  been  in  a  ftate 
of  infurreftion  for  fome  months  before  this  period, 
and  the  diforders  among  the  troops  were  urged  as 
a  pretext  for  this  hoftile  deportment,  although  no 
pretext  was  neceflary  to  the  Italians,  when  they  faw 
the  French  retreating  beforce  a  force  fo  vaftly  fu- 
perior. 

While  the  Republicans  found  themfllves  unable 
to  fupprefs  the  infurreCtion  in  the  haft  they  were 
alarmed  at  the  rapid  advances  of  a  fimilar  difpofition 
in  the  Weft.  Maflena,  therefore,  left  the  care  of 
the  city  to  the  national  guard,  and  iflued  a  number  of 
manifeftoes,  which  the  rebels  viewed  with  contempt : 
he  fent  the  firft  divifion  of  his  armv  to  reduce  them  ; 
it  fucceeded  in  checking  the  progrefs  of  the 
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rebellion,  but  did  not  find  it  practicable  to  make 
them  return  to  obedience,  and  few  of  the  plans,  which 
Marten  a  judicioufly  devifed,  were  fuccefsfully  exe¬ 
cuted.  Corn  had  been  purchafed  by  him  at  Mar¬ 
seilles,  but  only  a  part  of  it  reached  his  army,  owing 
to  the  vertels  employed  to  convey  it  being  captured 
by  the  Englifh  :  this  rendered  it  necefl'ary  to  reduce 
the  tioopsto  what  is  denominated  Jhort  allowance,  each 
man  having  no  more  than  two  ounces  of  bread  per 
day  !  Relief  by  fea  had  been  prevented  from  arriving 
on  account  of  contrary  winds,  and  the  harbour  was, 
at  length,  blocked  up  by  the  Britifh  fleet.  In  fuch 
a  predicament,  the  Republican  general  was  reduced 
to  a  choice  of  evils ;  either  to  be  blockaded  in 
Genoa,  which  was  deftitute  of  provifions,  and  would, 
therefore,  foon  fall  a  prey  to  famine,  or  enter  the 
field  of  battle  againft  an  army  to  which  his  own  bore 
no  proportion.  The  Ligurian  Republic  was  inca¬ 
pable  of  affording  him  any  relief;  and,  indeed,  it 
would  have  been  eafier  to  raife  a  new  army  than 
place  that  of  Genoa  in  a  fituation  either  of  attack 
or  defence,  all  circumftances  considered. 

The  Hate  of  the  French  army  rendered  that  of 
the  Aiiftrians  perfectly  fecure  during  the  winter, 
which  was,  confequentlv,  confined  to  a  (late  of  ob- 
fervation,  arranged  through  Lombardy,  the  Venetian 
flates,  Piedmont,  and  different  parts  of  the  Roman 
territory.  In  fuch  a  divided  fituation  the  Aiiftrians 
did  not  appear  to  be  in  readinefs  for  opening  the 
campaign,  although  they  could  procure  with  facility 
every  thing  requisite  for  immediate  hoftiiities.  The 
French  were  perfuaded  that  the  Aiiftrians  would  not 
be  in  a  Situation  for  entering  the  field  of  battle  at 
the  very  time  when  the  different  divisions  of  the 
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Auftrian  army  were  rapidly  advancing  to  com¬ 
mence  hoftilities.  The  Britifh  forces,  under  Lord 
Keith,  menaced  the  fea-coafts,  and  confternation. 
feized  on  the  Republicans,  while  they  could  not  help 
admiring  the  fecrecy  with  which  Melas  collected,  in 
a  few  days,  10,000  men  before  Bobbio,  as  many  be¬ 
fore  Tortona,  3o,ooo  before  Acqui  and  Alexandria, 
by  which  he  was  qualified  to  leave  all  his  cavalry  in 
Piedmont,  beGdes  a  numerous  artillery,  and  20,000 
infantry.  The  Republican  army  was  only  17,620 
flrong,  even  comprehending  in  that  number  the 
troops  who  garrifoned  Genoa,  Gavi,  and  Novi,  and 
who  were  obliged  to  occupy  a  line  of  fixty  miles  in 
extent. 

The  appearance  of  the  Britilli  fleet  before  Genoa 
had  been  the  preconcerted  fignal  for  the  commence¬ 
ment  of  hoftilities,  and  the  communication  of  the 
French  by  fea  was  now  totally  cut  off.  Prior  to 
this  period  a  quantity  of  wheat  entered  the  port  of 
Genoa,  which  prevented  the  city  from  requefling  an 
immediate  capitulation.  Next  day  20,000  Auftrians 
marched  from  Acqui  to  Savona,  where  the  Repub¬ 
licans  had  no  more  than  3,000  men,  who  made  a 
vigorous,  though  unavailing,  oppofition,  being  obliged 
to  fall  back  on  Cadibona,  of  which  the  Auftrians 
likevvife  gained  poffefiion,  and  threatened  to  cut  off 
the  communication  of  the  Genoefe  army  with  France. 
This  divifion  of  the  Republicans  was  faved  from 
ruin  by  the  aftonifliing  exertions  of  General  Soult, 
who  headed  the  centre.  The  Auftrians  entered  the 
fuburbs  of  Savona,  when  the  French  evacuated  the 
town,  and  effected  their  retreat  towards  Albi,  forty- 
three  milts  North-north-weft  of  the  former. 
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While  the  Auftrians  on  the  Weft  of  Genoa  were 
engaged  in  cutting  off  the  communication  of  the 
Republicans  with  France,  the  Eaftern  divifion  gain¬ 
ed  poffeffion  of  Montefaccio  :  within  fight  of  the 
town,  they  kindled  fires  as  a  fignal  to  the  Infur- 
gents,  who  were,  further  excited  by  the  founding  of 
the  toefin.  They  were,  however,  compelled  to  re¬ 
treat  by  the  attack  of  General  Miolis,  who  purfued 
his  advantage,  and  made  1,500  of  them  prifoners  at 
Campinardigo,  among  whom  was  General  Baron 
d’Afpres.  The  chief  benefit  refulting  from  this  vic¬ 
tory  was  the  deftroying  a  fpirit  of  inlurreCtion  in 
the  people  of  Genoa. 

The  battle  fought  at  Saffelo  on  the  10th  of  April, 
between  the  French  and  Auftrians,  was  extremely 
bloody,  and  the  conteft  obftinate  on  both  tides,  but 
victory  declared  in  favour  of  the  latter,  as  the  Re¬ 
publicans,  from  the  difficulty  of  the  country,  found 
it  impracticable  to  procure  information  and  unite 
their  forces,  according  to  the  injunctions  of  Maf- 
fena,  who  narrowly1  efcaped  being  taken  prifoner, 
together  with  three  of  his  ftaff.  Soult  availed  him- 
felf  of  Maffena’s  movement  in  his  favour,  and  com¬ 
pelled  the  Auftrians  to  fall  back  upon  Tagliarino, 
eleven  miles  North-eaft  of  Genoa,  which  pofition 
they  were  alfo  forced  to  abandon,  after  having  fuf- 
tained  a  confiderable  lofs.  The  French  carried  the 
mountain  Hermetta,  which  feparated  the  two  di- 
"vifions  of'  their  army,  formed  a  junction,  and 
rthe  Auftrians,  in  different  conflicts,  loft  about  4,000 
'.men. 

A  divifion  of  the  French  army  was  defeated  by 
an  inferior  number  of  Imperialifts,  and  driven  from 
their  poft  at  Caftelletto,  twenty-nine  miles  North-eaft 
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of  Genoa,  which  was  foon  after  re-captured  by  Maf- 
fena,  who  inflifted  on  the  deferters  from  this  flation 
what  was  deemed  a  punifliment  for  their  cowardice — 
they  were  to  remain  in  garrifon  at  Genoa. 

The  partial  vi&ories  acquired  by  the  French  over 
the  enemy  could  not  be  viewed  in  the  light  of 
advantages,  but  rather  of  misfortunes,  fince  they 
had  no  opportunities  of  recruiting  their  diminifhing 
army,  while  their  opponents  could  receive  every 
thing  they  ftood'in  need  of  with  little  trouble  and 
no  moleftation.  Genoa  was,  therefore,  deflined  to 
furrender  by  the  triumphant  afiaults  of  famine  and 
difeafe,  for  which  event  the  Auftrians  had  only  to 
wait  with  patience.  The  army  of  Matfena,  by  the 
aid:  of  April,  was  reduced  to  9,500  men,  formed 
into  two  divifions  under  Miolis  and  Gamier,  which 
<were  to  be  oppofed  to  an  army  four  times  as  numer¬ 
ous  ;  but  a  more  dangerous  enemy  within  the  walls 
of  the  city  —famine,  rendered  the  fituation  of  Mat- 
fena  truly  deplorable. 

During  the  firft  days  of  the  fiege  of  Genoa  the 
prifoners  captured  by  the  Republicans  were  fent 
■back ;  but  an  apprehenfion  that  they  might  be  em¬ 
ployed  in  arms  againfl  the  intereft  of  France,  and 
the  refufal  of  the  Auftrian  commander  to  exchange 
them,  induced  the  Republicans  afterwards  to  retain 
them.  But,  as  it  was  perilous  to  keep  them  in 
Genoa,  MatTena  fent  them  on  board  the  veflels  that 
were  lying  in  the  harbour,  humanely  comprehend¬ 
ing  them  in  the  lift  of  the  .perfons  who  were  ordered 
to  receive  provifions  from  the  Ligurian  Republic. 
Humanity  hears  with  horror  the  recital  of  the  fuffer- 
•jngs  thefe  wretched  beings  endured,  who  converted 
■their  very  knapfacks  and  ihoes  into  food  !  The 
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government  durft  not  venture  to  fend  any  perfon 
on  board,  led:  he  tliould  have  inftantly  been  torn  in 
pieces  and  devoured,  to  fatisf  their  raging  appe¬ 
tites !  Multitudes  of  them  expired  amidft  inexpref- 
fible  mifery;  while  others  plunged  into  the  deep, 
and  fought  a  watery  grave,  to  terminate  an  intol¬ 
erable  exigence. 
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CHAPTER  XI. 

Formation  of  the  Army  of  Rferve.- — Loan  required  of 
the  Dutch. —  Combined  Powers  Defjt  jc  the  Confular 
Army.  — Means  adopted  to  [irefcrve  the  Difcipline  of  the 
Army. — Carnot  appointed  Minijier  of  War. — News  from 
Egypt.—  Arrival  of  General  Defaix. 

To  repair  thefe  difafters,  and  to  enable  France  to 
meet  the  dangers  with  which  file  was  threatened,  oc¬ 
cupied  the  principal  attention  of  the  Government.  A 
new  army  was  ordered  to  be  afiembled  at  Dijon,  to 
be  called  The  Army  of  Referve,  under  the  command 
of  General  Berthier,  to  amount  to  60,000  men  ;  and 
all  perfons  were  invited  to  accelerate  its  formation, 
upon  the  patriotic  principle  of  revenge  againft  Eng¬ 
land  for  refuting  to  make  peace.  The  military  con- 
fcription  was  enforced  with  unufual  rigour,  and  ex- 
tenfive  arrangements  were  made  to  increafe  the  new 
army  with  a  great  number  of  volunteers.  The  ut¬ 
most  diligence  and  fpirit  was  exerted  in  the  depart¬ 
ments,  and  ftrong  appeals  to  the  paflions  fucceeded 
in  collecting  vafi  numbers  of  crufaders  to  the  Confu¬ 
lar  fiandard,  who  were  confirmed  in  their  zeal  by 
public  proclamations. 

The  Author  has  to  apologize  to  the  public  for  thus  in¬ 
troducing,  out  of  its  place,  the  Eleventh  Chapter,  which, 
during  his  abfence  from  town,  was  miflaid  by  the  Printer, 
and  not  obferved  to  be  wanting  by  the  Gentleman  who 
corrected  the  prefs. — The  Binder  will  be  careful  to  place 
this  chapter  after  page  176. 
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The  Commander  in  Chief  of  the  Organization  of 
of  the  Corps  of  Volunteers  of  the  Army  of  Re/erve,  to  the 
Prefetls. 

“Paris,  March,  30. 

The  Firft  Consul  has  e-Btrufted  me  with  the  honourable 
million  of  organifing  tne  Volunteers,  who,  in  each  depart¬ 
ment,  are  to  present  themselves  to  anfwer  the  call  which  he 
has  made  upon  all  Frenchmen,  and  who,  Ihanng  under  his 
eyes  the  dangers  and  the  glory  of  this  campaign,  will  aflift 
him  in  acquiring  peace  by  conqueft. 

I  congratulate  myfelf,  Citizen  Prefeft,  on  having  to 
concur  with  you  for  an  objeft  fo  noble,  fo  generous,  fo  con¬ 
ducive  to  the  happinefs  of  our  Country.  I  congratulate 
you  that  the  firft  aft  of  your  Adminiftration  will  be  to  re¬ 
peat  no  longer  the  cries  of  war,  but  the  accents  of  the 
trueft  patriotifm. 

“  On  calling  to  the  common  defence  all  thofe  who,  not 
having  been  called  by  law,  or  having  already  paid  their  debt 
(if  it  can  be  true  that  the  debt  can  ever  be  paid  towards 
one’s  country),  can  only  be  moved  by  the  pureft  fentiments, 
you  affjrd  to  the  nation  in  (he  name  of  Government,  and 
to  Government  in  the  name  of  the  nation,  a  pledge  of  mu¬ 
tual  fecuriry. 

“  The  gifts  fo  frequently  off  red,  the  facrifices  fo  gene- 
roufly  made,  the  privations  fupported,  the  iniquitous  extor¬ 
tions  buffered  by  the  men  of  property  during  the  courfe  of 
the  revolution,  have  exhaufted  immenfe  refources,  but  have 
not  been  able  to  drv  up  'hofeewlfich  the  real  intereft  of  the 
nationcan  re  produce — thofe  which  good  faith, aft’eftion  and 
confidence  can  create. 

“  It  is  a  truth  generally  recognifcd  by  all  well-difpofed 
men,  and  felt  by  all  Frenchmen,  that  the  government  fights 
for  peace,  ana  not  to  re-kindle  and  keep  alive  the  faults  of 
war.  It  is  to  Lei  minate  the  revolution — to  fecure  the  re- 
pofc  of  families,  the  civil  cxiftence,  the  real  independence 
of  Citizens  ;  it  is  to  realife  their  happinefs,  that  the  Chief 
Conful  is  again  difpufed  to  try  the  fate  of  battles. 
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<!  Perhaps  fome  of  the  principle  cities  in  your  department 
may  have  alfo  given  a  good  example  ;  but  if  vve  may  be  per¬ 
mitted  to  prefume,  from  the  emulation  which  the  parlfian 
youth  have  manifefted  to  repair  to  the  camp  of  Dijon,  I  will 
venture  to  anfvver  for  it,  the  expeftations  of  the  Chief  Con- 
ful  will  not  be  deceived. 

“  I  annex  to  this  the  inftruftion  which  I  have  received 
orders  to  publifb,  refpefling  the  organifation.  I  requeft  to 
be  fitrnifhed  with  a  return  of  the  number  of  the  different 
fpecies  of  troops  which  you  can  furnifh  to  the  camp  at  Dijon. 
As  the  Chief  Conful  hasdirefted  me  toorganife  myfelf  the 
companies  which  are  forming  at  Paris,  I  fhall  not  repair  tO' 
Dijon  till  that  is  accomphfhed  ;  I  requeft,  you,  therefore,  to- 
addrefs  your  reply  to  me  here,  and  I  will  announce  to  yui* 
when  J  fliall  receive  orders  to  repair  thither  myfelf 

“  I  fhall  punctually  attend  to  mv  rorr»/pondencg  with  you^ 
anxious  to  fecond  youi  /cal,  happy  to  concur  in  the  mani- 
fcfi.dtion  of  public  fpirit,  this  union  of  civic  efforts,  for  the. 
laft  triumph  of  the  a  ionatraufe. 

“  Health  and  Fraternity, 

(Signed)  “  Dumas  **’ 

It  was  the  embarradinent  of  the  finances  1  at  in¬ 
duced  the  Co  nul  to  appeal  to  the  volunia  zeal  of 
the  people;  for,  in  his  circumha  ices,  the  good  hu¬ 
mour  of  the  French  was  the  in  >lt  important  and  valu¬ 
able  trpafure  he  could  poffefs  Nothing  puts  a  peo¬ 
ple  out  or  humour  fo  much  as  contributions  and 
taxes;  be,  therefore,  turned  his  attention  towards  the 
Dutc.i,  with  whom  lefs  ceremony  was  neceffary  than 
he  found  occafion  for  among  his  own  fubjefts.  Ge¬ 
neral  Marmont  was  difpatched  to  Holland  to  nego- 
ciate  a  loan  of  ten  or  twelve  millions  of  livres  from 
the  municipality  of  Amfterdam,  upon  the  guarantee 
of  the  new  Conful. 

At  the  time  this  requifition  was  made  to  the  Dutch, 
the  people  of  Holland  were  fo  heavily  taxed,  that,  in 
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the  province  of  Holland,  the  tax  upon  Income  was 
a8  percent,  and  the  rax  upon  Capital  24I;  but  it 
will  be  feen,  by  the  Letter  of  Buonaparte,  .that  he 
offered  them,  as  a  compenfation  for  their  enormous 
facrifices,  the  honour  of  aiding  the  lifter  Republic 
againft  the  common  enemy. 

IN  THE  NAME  OF  THE  FRENCH  PEOPLE. 

Buonaparte,  Firjl  Conful  cf  the  French  Republic ,  to  the 

Members  of  the  Municipality  of  the  Ctiy  of  Amfterdam. 

“  Europe  willies  for  peace,  and  for  three  months  the  ef¬ 
forts  of  the  republic  have  had  no  other  object.  The  evils 
confequent  upon  war  have  been  fuftained  but  too  long. 
Tin.  p*»fent  year  ihould  not  terminate  without  giving  re¬ 
lief  to  humanity,  ana  reiteration  to  commerce.  I  have 
taken  all  the  precautions  which  are  mcUTiry  to  render  this 
campaign  decifive  ;  but,  in  order  to  infure  this  ilfue,  1  have 
occafion  for  an  extraordinary  fupply,  in  the  n rft  inftance,  of 
ten  or  twelve  millions  of  livres  ;  as  in  a  common  caufe  the 
efforts  ought  to  be  reciprocal,  I  a  Jrefs  myfelf  to  you,  Ci¬ 
tizens.  I  have  fent  to  you  General  Marmont,  Couufeilor 
of  State,  and  I  have  charged  him  to  prefent  to  you  a  plan, 
according  to  which  the  reimburfements  of  the  advance  made 
by  the  commerce  and  the  inhabitants  of  Amfterdam  to  the 
French  Government  fhall  be  fecured  in  a  manner  the  moll 
firm.  Knowing  the  good  difpofitions  which  have  always 
been  manifefted  by  the  Citizens  of  Amfterdam  and  their 
Magiftrates,  I  do  not  hefitate  in  a  circumftance  fa  decifive, 
to  recur  to  their  zeal.  The  moments  are  precious,  and  I 
think  it  my  duty  to  addrefs  to  them,  without  any  other  in¬ 
tervention,  propoficions  which,  without  injuring  their  indi- 
vidua  interefts,  will  allure  to  them  a  neceflary  and  meri¬ 
torious  part  in  the  advantages  which  are  to  be  obtained. 
General  Marmont  will  pre  ent  to  this  effect  the  fecurites, 
which  they  will  know  how  to  value,  and  of  which  I  £hall 
guarantee  the  execution. 
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“  Receive,  Citizens,  the  affurances  of  my  mod  perfcft 
confideratioa. 

(Signed)  “Bonaparte.” 

General  Marmont  returned  to  Paris  without  ac*- 
complifhing  his  miffion;  but  the  timidity  of  the  mer¬ 
chants  loon  induced  them  to  negociate,  privately,  the: 
loan  which  the  Municipality  had  refufed  to  advance, 
in  a  public  capacity.  The  Conful  got  the  money;, 
but  the  cautious  Dutchmen  put  him  off,  by  their: 
tardy  movements,  till  the  time  when  he  would  have 
been  ready  for  a  fecond  loan,  if  they  had  advanced 
freely.  Meantime  the  Allies  treated  the  idea  of  railing 
an  army  at  Dijon  as  a  mod  miferable  and  contempt- 
ible  artifice,  to  make  a  falfe  difplay  of  rcfources,  that 
the  French  government  felt  itfelf  incapable  ot  bring¬ 
ing  into  the  field.  Even  the  raflinefs  of  Buonaparte 
(whirh  now  feemed  -to  be  confidered  by  many  as 
the  leading  feature  in  the  Conful’s  chara£fer)  was 
thought  yet  tempered  with  too  much  prudence  to  ven¬ 
ture  crofting  the  Alps  to  lead  an  army  into  Piedmont; 
and  it  was,  befides  concluded,  that,  if  he  fhould  be¬ 
mad  enough  to  make  ths  attempt,  there  was  no  pof— 
Ability  of  collecting  the  provifions  and  ammamtiom 
neceflary  for  the  expedi'ion. 

The  camp,  however,  continued  to  form;  and^ 
though  the  confcripts  and  ioldiers  were  openly  toldl 
that  the  falvatioo  of  their  country  depended  entirely.- 
upon  them,  tfte  difcipline  of  the  army  was  not  fulferedi 
to  relax,  under  the  miftaken  notion  of  winning  the 
goodwill  of  the  foldiery.  To  reflrain  fome  diforder3 
that  were  committed  by  i'orae  corps,  an  ordinance 
was  publiflied  by  the 
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“  The  Confuls  of  the  republic  being  informed  that  the 
column  of  the  Army  of  Referve  under  the  command  of 
General  Chanbarlhac,  had  'cmmitted  excefles  upon  its  route 
the  Minifler  at  War  has  difpatched  a  commifTary  to  invef- 
tigate  the  affair  upon  the  fpot,  and  to  eftimate  the  damage 
that  has  been  done,  in  order  to  indemnify  the  proprietors 
who  have  fuffered. 

•“  It  is  the  intention  of  the  Minifter  at  War  that  the  ftop- 
page  made  from  the  troops  to  pay  this  expence  fhall  only 
affeCt  thofe  who  have  been  guilty  of  excefs,  and  who  have 
thus  elfentially  failed  in  military  difcipline,  as  well  as  upon 
thofe  whofe  duty  it  was  to  have  prevented  fuch  mifeonduft. 

“  lie  is  perfuaded  that  the  general  mafs  of  the  troops  of 
the  column  had  no  fhare  in  a£ts  fo  unworthy  of  the  defen¬ 
ders  of  their  country,  one  of  whofe  mold  refpe&able  titles  is 
that  of  defenders  of  property. 

(Signed)  “  Bkemond,  Sec.  Gen.  of  War.” 

Upon  the  appointment  of  Berthier  to  the  chief 
command  of  the  Army  of  Referve,  the  Firft  Conful 
prevailed  upon  the  ex-diredtor,  Carnot,  to  accept  the 
office  of  Minifter  of  War ;  and  that  excellent  tacticiaa 
undertook  the  task  with  great  alacrity,  notwithftand- 
ino-  the  ill-treatment  he  had  received  from  Buona- 
parte,  fubfequent  to  the  revolution  of  the  1 8th  Fruc- 
tidor. 

The  appointment  of  Carnot  ought  to  have  prepared 
the  Combined  Powers  for  fome  very  grand  plan  of 
operations;  but  they  do  not  appear  to  have  acted 
upon  any  fuch  perfuafion.  By  the  French  Govern¬ 
ment  every  degree  of  energy  was  exerted:  one  foul 
animated  the  immenie  mafs  that  was  in  motion,  from 
the  banks  of  the  Mediterranean  to  the  borders  of 
Hefl'e;  and  every  effort  was  exerted  to  combine  their 
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united  energies,  fo  as  to  direct  them  all  to  the  accom- 
plifliment  of  one  grand  objeft. 

Before  any  attempt  was  made  to  open  the  cam¬ 
paign,  it  was  thought  proper  to  let  the  generals  meet 
to  concert  the  plan  of  operations ;  and,  accordingly, 
the  Generals  Moreau  and  Berthier  met  at  Bade,  pre¬ 
vious  to  their  committing  any  aft  of  hodility. 

Both  France  and  the  Allies  experienced  fome 
embarraffinent  by  the  doubt  that  dill  exifted  as  to  the 
part  that  the  Emperor  of  Ruffia  would  take.  The 
Combined  Powers  would,  evidently,  be  less  able  to 
oppofe  any  new  force  that  France  would  bring  into 
the  field,  if  left  to  themfelves,  than  if  affided  by 
fuch  a  powerful  auxiliary;  and  France  would  find 
her  new  levies,  perhaps,  far  inferior  to  the  enemy 
on  her  frontiers,  if  he  diould  happen  to  have  his 
lines  filled  up  by  powerful  hordes  of  Ruffians. 

Whild  this  feafon  of  fufpenfe  laded,  France  was 
fortunate  enough  to  receive  intelligence  from  Gene¬ 
ral  Kleber,  in  Egypt,  announcing  the  Convention 
that  he  had  entered  into  with  the  Englifli  and  Tifrk- 
ifli  Commanders,  and  which  had  dipulated,  that  he 
and  his  army  diould  return  to  France,  upon  the 
Treaty  being  ratified  by  the  Porte  and  its  Allies. 
The  difpatches  were  fent  by  an  advice-boat,  that  the 
French  General  was  allowed  to  expedite  to  his  Go¬ 
vernment;  and  it  will  be  feen,  by  its  being  addreffed 
to  the  Direftory,  that  the  news  of  Buonaparte’s  eleva¬ 
tion  had  not  reached  the  army  of  Egypt,  when  the 
Treaty  was  Ogned.  , 
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From  Gen  fral  Kleber  /a  /,$<?  French  Directory. 

"  Camp  at  Salahich,  January  30. 

“  I  have  fignrd,  Citizens  Directors,  the  T reary  relative  to 
the  evacuation  of  Egypr,  of  which  I  now  End  you  a  copy: 
that  which  bears  the  fignature  of  the  Grand  Vizier  cannot 
come  to  my  hand  for  fome  days,  as  the  exchange  was  fixed 
to  take  place  at  El  A r i f: h 

“  I  have  informed  you,  in  my  preceding  difpatches,  of 
the  fituation  of  the  army  ;  I  have  alfo  informed  you  of  the 
negotiations  which  General  Buonaparte  had  opened  with  the 
Grand  Vizier,  ard  which  T  was  to  continue  Though,  at 
that  period,  I  relied  but  little  on  the  fuccefs  of  thofie  nego¬ 
tiations,  I  entertained  a  hope  that  they  would  fiacken  the 
march  of  the  Vizier,  as  well  as  his  warlike  preparations, 
that  you  might  have  time  to  fend  me  fuccours  in  men  and 
arms,  or  to  tranfmit  your  inftrudtions  as  to  the  manner  in 
which  I  fhouki  coudu6l  myfelf  under  fuch  painful  circum- 
fiances.  I  had  founded  my  hope  of  fuccour  od  the  know¬ 
ledge  that  the  French  and  Spanilh  fleets  were  united  at 
Toulon,  and  waited  but  for  a  favourable  wind  to  fail  from 
that  harbour :  ’■hey  did  fail,  in  fatt,  but  it  was  to  pals  the 
Straits  and  tc  e- enter  the  port  ot  Breft.  This  intelligence 
deeply  afRicter1  tie  army,  which,  at  the  fame  time,  was  in¬ 
formed  of  our  u  .afiers  in  Italy,  German and  Holland, 
and  alfo  in  La  t  njee,  without  rhe  appearance  of  any  mea- 
fure  being  taken  to  avert  the  misfortunes  which  threatened 
even  the  exiftence  of  the  Republic. 

“  The  Vizier  was  then  advancing  from  Demas  :  on  the 
other  hand,  in  toe  middle  of  O&ober,  a  fleet  appeared  be¬ 
fore  Damietta,  which  landed  about  4,000  Janizaries,  who 
were  to  be  followed  by  an  equal  number  :  time,  however, 
was  not  gi'  n  f.  r  this,  the  fir  ft  detachment  being  attacked 
and  beaten  in  lefs  than  Lai :  an  hour  :  the  carnage  was  dread¬ 
ful ;  we  made  but  800  prifoners!  This  event  did  not 
fm  .1  the  way  to  negotiation  ;  the  Vizier  ftitl  manifefted 
the  .e  intention,  and  did  not  fiacken  his  march  any  more 
than  was»nCwclTaiy  to  form  his  eftabliihmems  and  to  find 
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the  neceffary  means  of  conveyance.  His  army  was  then 
eftimated  nt  60,000  men  ;  but  other  pachas  followed  him, 
and  were  recruiting  new  forces  from  all  parts  of  Alia  as  far 
as  Mount  Caucafus :  the  advanced  polls  of  this  army  ar¬ 
rived  Ihortly  after  at  Jaffa. 

“  The  Commodore,  Sir  Sidney  Smith,  wrote  to  me  about 
this  period  ;  that  is  to  fay,  fome  days  before  the  landing  at 
Damietta  :  and,  as  I  knew  his  influence  over  the  Grand 
Vizier,  I  thought  it  my  duty  not  only  to  anfwer  him,  but  to 
propofe  the  veffel  which  he  commanded  as  the  place  of  con¬ 
ference.  I  was  equally  unwilling  to  receive  in  Egypt  any 
plenipotentiaries,  whether  Englifh  or  Turkilh,  and  to  fend 
mine  to  the  camp  of  the  latter.  My  propofition  was  ac¬ 
cepted,  and  from  that  time  the  negotiation  took  a  more  de¬ 
termined  courfe  •  all  this,  however,  did  not  retard  the  march 
of  the  Ottoman  army,  which  the  Vizier  was  marching  to¬ 
wards  Gaza.  The  war  continued  in  the  mean  time  in 
Upper  Egypt;  where  the  Beys, until  then  difperfed,  were 
about  to  reunite  themfelves  with  Murad  Bey;  who,  though 
always  followed,  but  never  completely  fubdued,  had  draw* 
into  his  party  the  Arabs  and  the  inhabitants  of  the  province 
of  Beniffourf,  and  never  loft  an  opportunity  of  haraffing 
and  keeping  our  troops  in  employ. 

“  The  plague  threatened  us  alfo  with  its  ravages,  and  had 
carried  off  feveral  men  in  each  decade  at  Alexandria  and 
other  places.  At  length,  on  the  21ft  of  December,  Ge¬ 
neral  Defaix  and  Citizen  Pouffielgue,  whom  I  had  named 
as  plenipotentiaries,  opened,  on  board  the  Tiger,  their  con¬ 
ferences  with  Sir  Sidney  Smith,  to  whom  the  Grand  Vizier 
had  given  full  powers  to  treat.  They  were  to  cruife  off  the 
coafts  of  Alexandria  and  Damietta;  but  a  violent  gale 
obliged  them  to  put  to  fea,  where  they  were  detained  for 
eighteen  days,  at  the  end  of  which  term  they  were  landed 
at  the  camp  of  the  Vizier,  who  had  advanced  againft  the 
fort  of  El  Arifch,  and  obtained  poffeifton  of  it  on  the  291b 
of  Becember.  He  owed  this  fuccefs  to  the  marked  cow¬ 
ardice  of  the  garrifon,  which,  without  fighting,  furren- 
dered  on  the  feventh  day  of  the  attack :  this  circumftance 
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was  the  more  unfortunate,  as  General  Reyneir  was  on  his 
way  to  raife  the  blockade  before  the  main  body  of  the 
Turkifh  army  could  arrive.  There  was  then  no  poffibi- 
lity  of  prolonging  any  further  the  negotiations,  and  it  be¬ 
came  neceffary  to  weigh  the  danger  which  would  attend 
their  being  broken  off :  to  lay  afide  all  motives  of  perfonal 
vanity',  and  not  to  expofe  the  lives  of  Frenchmen,  entrufted 
to  me,  to  the  terrible  confequences,  which  a  further  delay 
would  have  rendered  inevitable. 

“  The  la te ft  reports  intimated,  that  the  Ottoman  army 
amounted  to  80,000  men,  and  was  about  to  be  greatly  aug¬ 
mented  :  there  was  under  its  ftandard  twelve  pachas,  of 
whom  fix  were  of  the  firft  rank.  Forty-five  thoufand  men 
had  appeared  before  El-  A rifih,  who  were  provided  with 
50  pieces  of  cannon,  and  caiffoons  in  proportion  ;  this  ar¬ 
tillery  was  drawn  by  mules  :  20  other  pieces  were  at  Gaza* 
with  the  corps  de  referve;  the  remainder  of  the  troops 
were  at  Jaffa  and  in  the  environs  of  Ramile.  A  number 
of  afhve  coafters  fupplied  the  army  of  the  Vizier  with  pro- 
vifions :  all  the  tribes  of  the  Arabs  ea^erh-  feecnded  this 
army  and  had  fwnrfhcd  it  with  more  than  1- 5,000 camels: 
this  force  was  c<n  >  d  bv  European  officers,  and  five  or 
fix  thoufand  Ruffian  daily  *xpefted.  To  this  army 

I  had  to  opp  f-  8. 'co  n  n,  do  <  :1  on  the  three  points  06 

Klaticb,  Salahich,  and  Belbcys:  this  divifion  was  neceffary 
to  facilitate  our  communications  w;th  Cairo  and  to  give 
immediate  fuccour  to  that  pnfl  which  fliould  be  firft  at¬ 
tacked.  It  was  certain,  however,  that  all  thefe  pofts  could 
be  either  turned  or  avoided,  as  had  been  recently  done  by 
Elfi  B  v,  who,  pend  r.g  the  negotiation,  had  entered,  with 
his  mamclouks  into  Charkie,  to  join  with  the  Bill  s  Arabs, 
and  from  thence  to  unite  with  Murad  Bey  in  Upper 
Egypt.  The  reft  of  our  army  was  diftributed  as  follows  : 
1,000  men  were  under  the  orders  of  General  Vercher,  to 
form  the  garrifon  of  Lesbe,  to  raife  contributions  in  money 
and  provifions,  and  to  hold  in  check  the  country  between 
the  canal  of  Achmoun  and  that  of  Moes,  which  was  fe- 
cretly  agitated  by  the  Cheik.  Lefkam:  1,800  men.  were  un- 
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der  the  orders  of  General  Lanuffe,  to  form  the  garrifons  of 
Rofetta,  Aboukir,  and  Alexandria,  to  hold  in  check  the 
Delta  and  Bahire  :  1,200  remained  at  Cairo  and  Gaza,  to 
furnirti  efcorts  for  the  convoys  of  the  army  ;  and,  finally, 
2,500  men  were  fcattered  in  Higher  Egypt,  along  a  line  of 
more  than  150  leagues  in  extent  ;  thefe  had  daily  to  com-, 
bat  the  Beys  and  their  partifans.  The  whole  formed  a 
body  of  about  15,000;  and  this  was,  at  the  higheft,  the 
whole  of  my  force. 

“  Notwithftanding  this  difproportion  I  ftill  hoped  for  vic¬ 
tory,  and  fliould  have  hazarded  a  battle,  if  I  had  had  any 
certainty  of  fuccour  before  the  time  of  debarkation:  but 
this  feafon  having  once  arrived,  without  my  receiving  any 
reinforcement,  1  was  obliged  to  fend  5,000  men,  at  haft, 
towards  the  coaft.  There  then  remained  only  3,000  men  to 
defend  a  country,  open  on  every  fide,  againft  the  attack  of 
at  leaft  30,000  horfemen,  feconded  by  the  Arabs  and  the 
inhabitants,  without  any  one  flrong  place,  without  provi- 
fions,  without  money,  and  without  veffeisl  At  fuch  a 
crifis  it  was  my  duty  to  inquire  what  could  be  done  for  the 
prefervation  of  the  army  :  there  remained  no  means  of 
fafety,  as  there  remained  no  poffibility  of  treating,  but 
arms  in  hand,  with  undifeiplined  hordes  of  fanatics!  bar¬ 
barians,  who  defpifed  all  the  ufagesof  warfare.  This  was  a 
faft  evident  to  all,  and  it  determined  my  opinion. — 1  gave 
orders  to  my  plenipotentiaries,  not  to  break  off  the  nego¬ 
tiations,  unhfs  fuch  articles  were  propofed  as  might  com¬ 
mit  our  glory  or  our  fafety. 

“  I  end  this  Report,  Citizens  Directors,  by  obferving  to 
you,  that  the  circumftanccs  of  my  fituatron  were  not  fore- 
feen  in  the  inftrudtions  left  with  me  by  General  Buonapartd, 
When  he  promifid  me  a  fpeedy  fuccour,  he  refted  his  hopes, 
as  I  did,  on  the  junction  of  the  French  and  Spanifh  fleets  in 
the  Mediterranean  :  we  were  then  far  from  thinking  that 
thefe  fleets  were  to  return  into  the  ocean;  or,  that  the 
expedition  to  Egypt  being  completely  abandoned,  fliould 
become  a  head  of  accufation  againft  thofe  by  v<hom  it  had 
been  decreed. 
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“  I  join  to  this  Letter  copies  of  my  correfpondence  with 
the  Gnand  Vizier,  Sir  Sidney  Smith,  and  my  plenipoten¬ 
tiaries,  as  a!fo  all  the  official  Notes  on  either  fide.  1  fubjoira 
al(p  a  Jbpy  of  the  Report  which  was  made  refpedting  the 
capture  of  El-Arifch. 

“  The  French  army,  in  fine,  during  its  flay  in  Egypt, 
has  engraven  in  the  recollt&ion  of  the  natives  the  memory 
of  its  victories,  of  the  equity  and  moderation  with  which 
we  governed  them,  and  the  fentiment  of  the  force  and  power 
of  the  nation,  of  which  this  army  makes  a  part.  The 
French  name  will  long  be  refpedfed,  not  only  in  this  pro¬ 
vince  of  the  Ottoman  Empire,  but  in  every  part  of  the 

Eaft. 

“  I  reckon  on  being  in  France,  with  the  army,  by  the. 
middle  of  June,  at  the  iateft. 

“  Health  and  refpeft, 

(Signed)  ■  “  Kleber.” 

CONVENTION 

On  the  Evacuation  of  Egypt ,  between  General  De- 
saix  and  Citizen  Poussielgue,  Adminijlrator  of 
the  Finances ,  on  the  one  Part ;  and  their  Excellencies 
Mustapha  Raschid  Effendi,  and  Mustapha 
Ratsiche,  Plenipotentiaries  of  the  Grand  Vizier, 
on  the  other  Part. 

“  The  French  army  in  Egygt,  wiffiing  to  fhew  its  defire 
to  ftop  the  effufion  of  blood,  and  to  put  an  end  to  the  un¬ 
fortunate  dil'pute  between  the  French  Republic  and  the 
Sublime  Porte,  agree  to  evacuate  Egypt,  according  to  the 
terms  of  the  prefent  Convention,  and  in  the  hope  that  this 
conceffion  will  open  the  way  to  a  general  peace  in  Europe. 

j.  “  The  French  army  to  retire,  with  its  arms,  baggage, 
and  effefts,  to  Alexandria,  Rofetta,  and  Aboukir,  there  to 
embark  for  Fiance,  in  vefiels  to  be  provided  by  the  Sublime 
Porte. 

a.  “  An  armiftice  of  three  months  to  take  place  from  the 
date  of  the  prefent  Convention. 
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3.  “  Commiflaries  to  be  appointed  on  either  fide  to  su¬ 
perintend  the  embarkation  ;  and  if  any  difpute  fliall  arife, 
it  is  to  be  decided  by  Sir  Sidney  Smith,  according  to  the 
maritime  laws  of  England. 

4.  “  The  French  army  are  as  fpeedily  as  pofiible  to  eva¬ 
cuate  all  the  forts  in  their  poffeffion,  leaving  them  in  their 
prefent  ftate.  They  are  however  to  retain  the  Weftern 
bank  of  ihe  Nile  until  after  the  evacuation  of  Cairo. 

5.  “  Cairo  to  be  evacuated  within  forty-five  days. 

6.  “  The  French  troops  not  to  be  molefted  in  their  per- 
fons,  goods,  or  honour,  during  their  retreat. 

7.  “The  French  and  Turkifn  troops  to  be  .Rationed 
at  fuch  a  dtftance  from  each  other  as  to  prevent  any  ren¬ 
contre. 

8.  “  The  perfnns  held  in  confinement,  on  either  fide,  t<» 
be  immediately  fet  at  large. 

9.  “  The  goods  and  property  taken  on  each  fide  to  be  re¬ 
stored. 

10.  “  No  inhabitant  of  Egypt  to  be  molefled  for  any  ad¬ 
herence  to  the  French,  after  their  departure. 

11.  “  Pafiports  fliall  be  given  from  the  Porte,  and  its  Al¬ 
lies,  Great  Britain  and  Ruffia,  to  enfure  the  fafe  return  of 
the  French  army. 

12.  “  The  French  army  pledges  itfelf  to  commit  no  hofti- 
lity  on  its  way  homeward,  and  not  to  touch  at  any  port  be¬ 
fore  their  arrival  in  France,  except  in  case  of  neceffity. 

13.  “  If  any  French  veflels  fliall  arrive  during  the  truce, 
they  lhall  be  allowed  to  return  with  paflports,  after  taking 
in  water  and  provifions. 

14.  “  General  Kleber  is  allowed  to  fend  off  an  advice- 
boat  to  inform  the  French  Government  of  the  prefent  Con¬ 
vention. 

15.  “  Subfiftence  to  be  furnilhed  to  the  French  army 
during  its  ftay  and  for  its  voyage. 

16.  “  The  French  army  is  not  to  raife  any  further  con¬ 
tributions  ;  it  is,  on  the  contrary,  to  leave  the  cattle  and 
magazines,  cannon,  &c.  which  are  to  be  valued  by  Turkilk 
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commiffaries,  and  by  the  Commander  of  the  Britilh  forces* 
If  thefe  Ihould  not  amount  to  the  fum  of  3000  purfes,  at 
which  the  maintenance  and  embarkation  of  the  French 
troops  are  eftimated,  the  remainder  fhall  be  advanced  by  the 
Porte,  by  way  of  loan. 

17.  “  Advances  to  be  made  from  time  to  time  to  the 
French  army  for  their  fubfiftence. 

18.  “  The  contributions  received  by  the  French,  after 
the  date  of  this  Convention,  to  be  deducted  from  this  al¬ 
lowance.  - 

19.  “  The  French  tranfport  velTels  to  be  at  liberty  dur¬ 
ing  the  truce  to  navigate  the  coafts  of  Egypt. 

20.  “To  prevent  any  danger  from  the  plague,  no  person 
fuppofed  to  be  infefted  with  that  diftemper  is  allowed  to  be 
embarked,  but  is  to  remain  under  the  care  of  French  fur- 
geons. 

21.  “  Any  difficulty  which  may  arife  to  be  fettled  by 
commiffaries  appointed  on  each  fide. 

22.  “  This  Convention  to  be  ratified  within  eight  days. 

(Signed) 

Desaix.  Mustapha  Rasched  Effendi. 

Poussielgue.  Mustahpa  Rassiche  Effendi. 

Klebf.r,  Commander  in  Chief ,  io  the  Divan  of  Cairo, 
and  to  thofe  of  the  different  Provinces  of  Epypt. 

“  Head-quarters,  Salahich,  March  6. 

“  You  have  for  a  lor^  time  known  the  conftant  refolu-  - 
tior  of  the  French  nation  to  preferve  its  ancient  relations 
with  the  Ottoman  Empire.  My  illuflrious  predeceffor. 
General  Bonaparte,  has  often  declared  it  to  you  fince  the 
circumftances  of  the  war  have  induced  us  to  vifit  thiscoun- 
ti y  :  he  negleffed  no  meafure  to  diffipate  the  apprehenfions 
which  had  been  infufed  into  the  Porte,  led  as  it  was  to  con¬ 
clude  an  alliance  equally  contrary  to  its  interefls  and  ours. 
The  explanations  fent  by  him  to  the  Court  of  Conlfanti- 
nople  failed  in  re-eflablifbing  fo  defirable  an  union;  and 
the  march  of  the  Grand  Vizier  againtl  Damas  having  opened 
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a  more  direft  mode  of  communication,  he  opened  nego¬ 
tiations,  and  confided  to  me  the  talk  of  terminating  them, 
at  the  moment  when  aSairs  of  fttperior  intereft  obliged  him 
to  return  to  Europe.  I  have  this  day  concluded  them,  and 
reftore  this  country  to  the  pofleffion  of  our  ancient  ally. 
The  re-eftablifiiment  of  the  commerce  of  Egypt  will  be 
the  firft  effect  of  the  meafure  :  the  treaty  fhal!  be  t'he  firft 
ciaufe  of  a  peace,  .which  is  become  neceffary  to  the  na¬ 
tions  of  the  W eft. 

“  The  principles  according  to  which  we  have  governed 
Egypt  are  fufficiently  known  to  you.  We  have  main¬ 
tained  and  refpefted  your  religion,  your  laws,  your  cuf- 
toms,  and  the  enjoyment  of  your  property  :  we  do  not  leave 
among  you  the  remembrance  of  any  violence  :  it  was  to  you 
the  interefts  of  the  inhabitants  were  particularly  intruded  ; 
you  have  been  placed  between  tne  French  and  them  that  no 
injury  might  be  done  to  the  ancient  ufages  of  the  country. 
To  the  wifdom  of  my  Predeceftor  have  you  been  indebted 
for  thofe  regulations,  and  I  have  been  fenfible  of  the  ne- 
ceffity  of  maintaining  them  :  the  zeal  with  which  you  filled 
fuch  honourable  dutte  t  i  tks  you  to  the  sppi  u  ..r 
juft  men,  and  to  the  Ip.  ■  -r 

which  is  on  the  point  < 

Egypt,  directed  by  you; 
eftablilhed  authority:  the  c_, 

tween  them  and  us  is  the  e  fifed  ami  tiic  rewasdut  j„ui  ..li¬ 
ferent  labours:  I  truth  that  this  harmony  will  be  uninter¬ 
rupted  until  the  complete  execution  of  the  treaty.  Should 
unforefeen  diforders  lead  to  the  breach  of  it,  I  would  be 
compelled  to  fupprefis  them  by  the  force  of  arms. 

(Signed)  “KLEBER.” 

EXTRACT 

Of  the  Report  of  the  Captain  of  Grenadiers  of  the  ij tk 
Demi-brigade ,  refpetting  what  paffed  at  the  Fortrefs 
of  El-Arijch 

“  On  the  2 1 ft  of  December  the  Turkiffi  army  appeared 
before  and  invefted  the  fortrefs  of  El-Arifch:  the  trenches 
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were  opened  the  fame  night,  and  a  battery  of-' mortars  played 
upon  the  place.  On  the  23d  a  considerable  number  of  the 
Soldiers  in  garrifon  talked  of  Surrendering  ;  and  a  petition, 
figned  by  eighty  Soldiers,  was  delivered  to  Cazot,  chief  of 
battalion;  Slating,  that  the  garrifon  would  no  longer  fight* 
and  ordering  him  to  Surrender  the  fortrefs. 

“  The  next  day  the  Commander  affembled  the  garrifon, 
and  defired  that  thofe  who  were  cowardly  enough  to  talk  of 
Surrendering  might  quit  the  place  and  join  the  enemy,  but 
that  he  and  the  officers  were  determined  to  hold  out.  The 
Turks  having  made  Some  advances  on  the  28th,  Captain 
Feray  was  ordered  to  make  a  Sally,  at  the  head  of  the  gre¬ 
nadiers,  for  the  purpofe  of  driving  them  back  ;  but  the 
grenadiers  refufed  to  follow  him,  except  three  men  :  he 
was,  therefore,  compelled  to  retreat;  and,  as  he  returned, 
a  part  of  the  garrifon  had  taken  down  the  French  liandard 
over  the  gate  ;  the  artillery  ceafed  firing,  and  white  ftand- 
ards  were  hoifted.  Every  attempt  v/as  made  to  induce  the 
Soldiers  to  do  their  duty,  but  all  in-  vain  ;  the  cowards  even 
invited  the  Tuiks,  from  the  rampart,  to  enrer  the  place  I 
The  whole  Turkilh  army,  horfe  and  foot,  drew  near  in  a 
Short  time,  and  the  Soldiers  let  down  cords  to  alTifl  the 
Turks  in  mounting  !  A  Sallyport  was,  at  length,  opened, 
(it  is  not  known  by  what  means)  and  the  fort  was  in  an  in- 
ftant  filled  with  Turks,  who  difarmed  the  garrifon,  and  cut 
off  the  heads  of  the  very  perfons  who  had  furnilhed  them 
with  the  cords  to  afcend  the  walls  !  The  Commander, 
Cazot,  however,  fortunately,  Succeeded  in  making  a  capi¬ 
tulation  with  Selim  Muftapha  Pacha,  and  an  Englilh  officer, 
who  had  entered  the  place  ;  and  it  was  regulated,  that  the 
garrifon  iliould  lay  clown  their  arms  and  continue  priloners 
of  war.  It  was  imp  Hible  to  reftort  order  among  the  T urks. 
The  French  who  fell  into  the  hands  of  the  Turkiffi  and 
Englilh  officers  were  condudied  to  the  camp  of  the  Grand 
"V  izier  ;  and  the  others,  incited  to  defend  themfelves,  by  the 
example  of  thofe  whole  heads  had  been  cut  off,  fought  the 
Turks  for  half  an  hour  longer.  Captain  Feray  had  but 
uft  entered  the  camp  of  the  Grand  Vizier  when  the  powder 
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magazine  blew  up  :  the  French  neareft  to  the  fpot,  after  the 
cxplofion,  were  put  to  death  by  the  Turks.  Among  the 
number  of  thofe  vvhofe  heads  were  cut  off  was  the  chief  of 
battalion,  Grandpere. 

“  On  the  morning  of  that  fatal  day  the  greater  part  of  the 
garrifon  had  drank  a  great  quantity  of  brandy  ;  but  pre- 
vioufly  to  it  we  had  only  loft  feven  or  eight  men  in  killed 
and  wounded. 

“  Two  hundred  and  fixteen  men,  including  fourteen 
officers,  were  taken  prifoners,  and  conducted  to  Goya. 

(Signed;  “  FEPvAY.” 

“  Dated  at  the  camp  near  Salahich,  January  17.” 

Thus  the  Conful  faw  the  termination  of  a  projeft, 
which  contemplated  the  vaft  fchemes  of  overturning 
the  Ealiern  power  of  Britain,  and  of  uniting  the  two 
seas;  but  he  confoled  himfelf  for  the  failure  againft 
Britain,  by  the  confideration  of  his  having  overturned 
the  government  of  his  country,  and,  if  he  could  not 
unite  the  seas,  he  would  do  much  better,  by  indent!- 
fying  the  House  of  Buonaparte  with  the  fate  of  the 
French  nation.  ' 

It  was  not  long  after  the  arrival  of  General  Kle- 
ber’s  difpatches,  that  General  Dtfaix,  Citizen  Pouf- 
fielgue,  and  about  one  hundred  and  fifty  officers  of 
the  Army  of  Egypt,  reached  Leghorn,  in  a  neutral 
fhip>  on  their  way  to  F ranee.  The  letters  of  General 
Defaix  put  m  end  to  all  hopes  that  had  been  enter¬ 
tained  at  Paris,  of  co  operation  from  the  Army  of 
Egypt;  for  the  Englith  Admiral,  Lord  Keith,  re¬ 
filled  to  ratify  the  treaty,  having  received  inltruclions 
from  his  government  to  that  effect,  when  it  was 
learned,  by  the  Intercepted  Letters  of  Buonaparte, 
that  the  French  defxgned  to  take  the  benefit  of  fuch 
a  treaty. 
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It  is  extremely  difficult  for  an  hiftorian  to  give  an 
opinion  upon  an  event  of  this  fort  without  appearing 
to  dived:  himfelf  of  that  attribute  of  Impartiality  for 
which  this  work  ought  to  be  charadferized.  It  was 
natural  enough  that  the  French  fhould  complain  of 
any  obrtacle  thrown  in  the  way  of  a  treaty  in  the 
moment  when  it  ought  to  have  been  executed ;  and, 
it,  confequently,  happened,  that  all  the  common-place 
charges  of  breach  of  faith,  and  forfeiture  of  national 
honour,  were,  by  the  French  papers,  brought  againft 
the  Britilh  Government  upon  the  occafion.  Whe¬ 
ther  thofe  charges  were  all  founded  or  not,  pofterity 
will,  probably,  be  better  able  to  judge,  than  we  can 
be,  in  an  age  when  moll  of  our  decirtons  are  guided 
by  our  attachment  or  averfion  to  the  refpedfive  par¬ 
ties,  rather  than  by  the  unfophifticated  evidence  of 
fadt. 

The  fubjeft  was  brought  before  the  Britifh  par¬ 
liament,  by  one  of  its  own  members,  and  underwent 
many  long  difcuffions :  the  principal  ground  taken 
by  thofe  in  oppofition  to  Government  was  the  invio¬ 
lability  of  treaties.  The  Miniftry  anfwered,  that  they 
had  not  authorifed  the  figning  any  treaty,  and,  there¬ 
fore,  that  they  were  not  bound  to  ratify  the  adl  of  an 
officer  who  had  arthmed  a  power  with  which  he  was 
not  inverted  by  his  Government.  Bv  the  French  it 
was  contended,  that  General  Kleber  had  not  regarded 
Sir  Sydney  Smith  as  a  mere  military  man,  he  having 
been  at  Conrtantinople  in  a  liplomatic  capacity. 

The  petulance" of  the  French  Government  and  the 
irritability  of  the  Englifh  gave  the  tranfadlion  much 
more  the  cbaradfer  of  a  quibble  than  a  difpute  ;  and, 
perhaps,  it  will  always  be  difficult  to  determine  on 
which  fide  the  juftice  Jay,  There  can,  however,  be 
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little  prefumption  in  affirming,  that  a  government 
which  fuifers  its  officers  to  be  fo  ignorant  of  its  dif- 
pofitions,  as  to  be  incapable  of  adiing  in  circum- 
ftances  evidently  connedted  with  the  performance  of 
their  duties  (be  its  fenfe  of  propriety  and  juftice  what 
it  may)  is  deftitute  of  that  fenfe  of  prudence  and 
found  policy  which  is  effiential  to  a  wife  government. 

Befide  the  rupture  of  the  treaty,  a  meafure  highly 
offenfive  in  itfeli,  it  was  done  in  a  manner  (if  the 
French  accounts  are  to  be  credited)  that  gave  it  the 
appearance  of  an  iufolent  aggreffion,  unworthy  of  the 
nation  in  whofejiame  it  was  committed.  After  Lord 
Keith  had  fent  General  Defaix  to  the  Lazaretto  (the 
French  accounts  fa\ )  he  defcended  fo  far  as  to  affront 
him,  by  propofing  to  allow  him  ten  pence  per  day  for 
his  keep  !  that  being  the  fum  allow-ed  to  the  French 
foldiers  taken  prifoners :  and  caufed  it  to  be  obferved 
to  him,  ironically,  “  That  the  equality  proclaimed  in 
France  did  not  admit  of  his  being  better  treated  than 
they  were.”  If  Lord  Keith  riiu  fo,  he  mud  be  exe¬ 
crated  by  every  maa  of  honour;  and  he  ought  to  be 
defpifed  by  every  Englifhman.  who  feels  his  national 
pride  wounded  whenever  he  hears  a  foreigner  exclaim 
againft  the  infolence  and  brutality  of  the  naval  offi¬ 
cers  of  his  country.  Be  it  as  it  may,  the  pointed  re. 
parlee  of  Defaix  to  the  farcafm  alluded  to,  animad¬ 
verted  fo  feverely  upon  the  Engliffi  Admiral,  that  the 
tranflator  of  a  biographical  notice  of  the  General, 
excufed  himfelf  from  putting  it  into  Engliffi  language, 
upon  the  ground  that  the  Habeas  Corpus  Adi  was  then 
fufpended. 

The  Court  of  St.  James’s,  afterwards,  faw  reafon  to 
confirm  the  engagements  entered  into  by  Sir  Sydney 
Smith;  General  Defaix  and  the  other  officers  were, 
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therefore,  allowed  to  proceed  to  France  :  but  the  ra¬ 
tification  did  not  reach  Egypt  till  General  Kleberhad 
been  made  acquainted  with  the  previous  inftruftions 
to  Lord  Keith  :  and  we  fhall  be  under  the  neceffity  of 
returning,  once  again,  to  trace  the  devaftations  and 
miferies  of  war  on  the  banks  of  the  Nile. 

Whilft  Buonaparte  was  exerting  every  nerve  to 
eftablifh  his  power  and  to  complete  the  fubjugation 
of  Europe,  a  domeftic  confpiracy  had  nearly  put  an 
end  to  his  career;  it  was  compofed  of  Jacobins,  Roy- 
alifts,  and  Moderates;  men  of  ruined  fortunes  and 
difappointed  ambition,  who  united  in  one  common 
project  of  anarchy,  for  the  fake  of  pillage  or  promoti¬ 
on:  they  were  animated  with  no  patriotic  delire  to 
free  their  country  from  llavery,  for  Buonaparte  had 
not  proved  himfelf  a  greater  tyrant  than  his  prede- 
Cefiors;  but  though  their  fcheme  failed,  it  gave  him  a 
pretence  to  aflume  powers  which  were  dangerous  to 
public  and  individual  liberty,  and  fliewed  the  firft 
glimpfe  of  that  return  of  arbitrary  power,  which  was 
never  exceeded  under  the  monarchy. 

The  firft  circumftance  which  teftified  the  difpofi- 
tion  of  Buonaparte  to  govern  by  his  own  will  was,  a 
law  which  he  caufed  to  be  paffed  in  the  two  Lgifla- 
tive  councils,  for  the  creation  of  a  fpecial  criminal 
tribunal,  fufpending  the  trial  by  jury,  and  enabling 
{he  judges  to  pronounce  fummarily  on  all  offences 
affefting  the  fafety  of  the  date,  or  in  any  meafure 
violating  the  focial  compadt;  a  latitude  ofexpreffion 
which  pm  the  life  of  every  man  in  danger:  the  judges 
were  partly  civil  and  partly  military,  and  were  per¬ 
mitted  to  decLe  merely  on  Written  evidence.  The 
pretended  object  ;»r  the  law  was,  to  reprels  the  nu¬ 
merous  crimes  which  had  been  committed  on  the 
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highways,  and  various  other  places,  by  a  fetofloofe 
people,  the  impure  dregs  of  the  Revolution  and  the 
war,  who,  without  employment  or  fixed  refidence, 
were  continually  preying  upon  the  reft  of  focietv ; 
but  it  was  eafv  to  fee  that  thefe  were  not  the  only 
people  intended  to  be  ftruck  by  the  law;  it  aimed  at 
the  Emigrants,  and  all  thofe  who  might  be  fuppofed 
capable  of  attempting  the  life  of  the  Firft  Conful ;  and 
as  fitch,  gave  an  arbitrary,  unlimited,  and  dangerous 
power  to  his  creatures  in  every  department.  The 
la$v  met  with  conliderable  opposition  in  the  Tribu- 
*'nate,  and  was  carried  only  by  a  majority  of  eight, 
out  of  ninety  members  who  voted.  The  precedent 
-*"bf  fuch  an  attack  upon  the  Conftitution  was  fatal,  and 
"wherever  there  are  certain  principles  eftabliftied  as 
the  guarantee  of  liberty,  they  fhould  be  guarded  with 
the  utmoft  jealoufy ;  for  the  firft  inroad  may  be  con- 
fidered  as  breaking  down  the  whole.  The  greareft 
e'vil  of  this  proceeding  was,  its  being  fanctioned  by 
a  decree  of  the  Councils;  for  when  injuftice  is  com¬ 
mitted  by  the  foie  will  of  an  individual,  it  may  be 
remedied  when  thar  individual  is  removed,  and  the 
glaring  atrocity  of  his  condtnft  makes  a  general  im* 
-preffion.  The  moft  infidious  attack  upon  liberty  is 
that  which  is  conduced  by  regular  forms;  and  the 
moft  dmgerous  kind  of  tyranny  ts  that  which  isefta- 
blifhed  by  law;  but  Buonaparte  foon  relieved  him- 
felf  from  all  legal  formality;  yet  his  advances  to  fu- 
preme  power,  with  all  the  ftate  and  dignity  which 
attend  it,  were  flow  and  regular;  the  tricks  and  trap¬ 
pings  of  flate  were  aflumed  firft  to  fee  how  they 
would  be  received;  the  etiquette  of  a  court,  the  ef- 
tablifhment  of  a  levee,  of  drawing-rooms,  and  all  the 
pompous  ceremonials  of  monarchy,  were  feemingly 
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well  rekflied  by  the  Parifians,  who  had  not  yet  loft 
all  their  atfedlion  for  royalty;  the  appellation  of  fe¬ 
male  citizen  was  abolifhed,  and  the  antient  feudal  ti¬ 
tle  of  Madame  was  reftored;  and  though  the  name  of 
citizen,  as  founded  on  political  equality,  could  not  be 
eafily  difpenfed  with  by  a  people  enamoured  of  their 
late  Revolution,  yet  the  term  Monfieur  was  allowed 
to  be  ufed  at  pleafure :  all  thefe  things  feemed  to  in¬ 
dicate  pretty  ftrongly,  that  Buonaparte  wifhed  to 
banifti  the  remembrance  of  that  Revolution  which 
had  given  him  his  place,  and  to  be  thought  to  poflefs 
an  authority  long  eftablifhed.  The  encreafe  .of  the 
Confular  Guard  took  pla.e  about  the  fame  time  with 
the  peevifh  difini.Ll  of  the  Councils,  and  the  re-ef- 
tablifhment  of  religion. 

Euonaparte  had  always  affe&ed  to  be  the  patron  of 
fcience  and  ii herauire,  and  his  brother  Lucien,  was 
the  difpenfer  of  his  bounty,  the  Macaenas  of  his  fa¬ 
vors;  for  Lucien  too  had,  or  pretended  to  have,  a  paf- 
fion  for  literature,  and  delivered  tw"o  or  three  well- 
turned  fpeeches,  which  gained  him  the  praife  of  tafte 
and  liberality.  Tyrants  do  well  to  purchafe  the 
praifes  of  men  of  letters,  that  they  may  make  a  decent 
figure  with  pofteritv ;  and  the  Buonapartes  were  ex- 
tremiy  fortunate  in  having  to  treat  with  an  obfequ’Otis 
generation,  whofe  virr.  es  and  tale  ,ts  were  not  rated 
above  the  price  of  their  pitiful  boons. 

The  paltry  penfion  of  an  hundred  a  year,  granted 
by  the  government  to  the  virtuous  St.  Lambert, — ru¬ 
ined  by  the  Revolution,  and  eighty  years  of  a^e,  was  ■ 
a  poor  recompenfe  for  his  philofophy  and  poetry!  yet 
when  governments  plead  poverty,  as  the  minifler 
Lucien  did  in  his  letter  to  the  aged  Marquis,  they  only 
mean  it  as  an  excufe  for  their  profligacy  and  negled 
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of  merit,  unlefs  they  defign  to  ftiew  that  they  expeel 
every  fort  of  fervice  at  their  own  price. 

Among  the  many  other  fchemes  to  entrap  the 
confidence  of  the  nation,  and  make  them  believe 
that  Buonaparte  was  fincerely  interefted  in  the  public  , 
welfare,  was  the  method  adopted  by  the  Minifter  of 
the  Interior  to  extend  the  boundaries  of  knowledge 
and  promote  the  improvement  of  the  country;  for 
this  purpofe  he  commenced  a  correfpondence  with 
the  different  Prefedls  of  Departments,  with  the 
School  of  Medicine,  the  Society  of  Agriculture,  and 
Clafs  of  Sciences  belonging  to  the  Public  Inftitute,  for 
the  fake  of  obtaining  a  ftatiftical  account  of  *'  e  coun¬ 
try;  all  this  had  the  effedl  of  impofing  upon  the  pub¬ 
lic  ;  but  it  was  foon  abandoned.  Lucien  had  neither 
Iteadinefs  of  difpofition,  ftrength  of  mind,  nor  vir¬ 
tuous  principle  fufficient  to  purfue  fuch  an  under¬ 
taking,  and  bring  it  to  maturity ;  he  is  a  man  of  lively 
talents,  but  not  prjj,  fled  of  folidity  requifitp  for  fo 
great  a  purpofe,  and  neither  he  nor  the  Great  Conful 
himfelf  were  hearty  in  the  caufe;  they  had  both  adopt¬ 
ed  the  cant  of  philofophv,  without  embracing  its  prin¬ 
ciples;  and  their  only  objedt  was,  to  delude  the  people 
with  an  idea  of  their  being  adluated  by  patriotic  mo- 
ives.  This  will  be  a  fufficient  key  to  all  Buonaparte's 
chemes  of  public  good  :  he  knows  that  this  is  an  age 
a  which  men  talk  much  about  it,  but  that  very  fewadlu- 
;Ily  intend  it;  and  he  has  no  further  view  himfelf  than 
o  fall  in  with  the  temper  of  the  times,  in  order  to  gain 
limfelf  as  much  popularity  as  may  be  requifite  for 
he  fupport  of  his  power. 

The  French  philofophers  have  written  much  to 
•rove,  that  the  belief  of  religion  was  not  efiential  to 
he  pradtice  of  virtue ;  and,  it  has  happened,  that 
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Buonaparte,  whilft  monopolizing  all  the  military  glory 
of  the  world,  has  fo  far  plucked  the  laurels  from  the 
brows  of  thofe  philofophers,  as  to  have  proved  that 
the  virtue  of  their  difciples  does  not  greatly  exceed 
that  of  the  Chriftians.  How  miferably  difappointed 
were  all  thofe  who  looked  forward  to  the  vifion  of 
Condorcet,  when  “  the  inequality  of  nations  and  fo- 
cieties  was  to  be  deftroyed,and  man  was  to  approach 
perfection!  “  Could  that  Philofopher  have  vifited 
this  earth  again,  he  might  have  found,  in  his  own 
France,  a  country  where  nature  feemed  to  have  con¬ 
demned  the  inhabitants  never  to  enjoy  liberty,  and 
never  to  exercife  their  reafon.” 
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CHAPTER  XII. 

Moral  Effects  of  Buonaparte' s  Elevation  to  the  Govern¬ 
ment  of  France. 

I^O  event  had  occurred,  from  the  firfl  dawn  of  the 
French  Revolution,  that  led  to  confequences  more 
important  in  their  nature  or  more  extenfive  in  their 
effefts  than  Buonaparte’s  Ufurpation.  The  principles 
of  republicanifm  were  now  fubdued  and  the  rights  of 
man  no  longer  averted  in  France — not  in  that  France, 
which,  for  eight  long  years,  had  held  the  dagger  to 
the  breaft  of  every  one  who  had  ventured  to  doubt 
the  political  equality  of  man,  and  which  had  traced 
the  fource  of  every  vice  in  the  catalogue  of  moral  de¬ 
pravity  up  to  the  one  Angle  aft  of  acknowledging  any 
inwvibual  capable  of  exercifng  the  fovereign  autho¬ 
rity  !  Such  a  change  could  not  fail  to  aftonifh  Europe; 
andpofterity  will  not  be  furprifed  that  it  produced  re- 
fults  much  more  extenfive  than  were  immediately  ob- 
ferved. 

Among  the  moll  obvious  of  thofe  effefts  was  an 
almoft  univerfal  paralyfis  of  political  opinion,  which, 
infenlibly,  led  all  the  parties  in  the  different  countries 
of  the  civilized  world  into  an  endlefs  variety  of  in- 
confiftencies,  for  which  they  could  not  themfelves  ac¬ 
count. 

This  fentimental  revolution  led  to  a  confirmed 
apathy  in  France,  Germany,  Prulfia,  Holland,  Flan¬ 
ders,  and  even  Italy  itfelf,  in  a  certain  degree,  al¬ 
though  the  war  was  ftill  raging  in  that  country  and 
occupied  its  unrelieved  attention.  America  and  Eng¬ 
land  were  the  only  nations  that  retained  the  femblance 
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of  regard  for  political  truth,  and  there  the  fpirit  of 
inconfiftency  continuing  to  operate,  was  more  appa¬ 
rent. 

from  the  completion  cf  the  fh'ft  revolution  in 
France  the  political  parties  of  Europe  might  have 
been  clafied  under  fix  defcriptions : 

Firft. — Thofe  who,  from  perfonal  attachments  to 
the  reigning  governors,  were  determined  to  fupport 
their  feveral  fyftems,  with  ali  their  corruptions  unre¬ 
formed  : 

Secondly. — Thofe  who  would  have  been  willing 
to  correct  the  abufes,  if  they  could,  have  preferved 
the  reformed  fyftems  in  the  hands  of  the  reigning 
governors,  to  whom  they  alio  were  perfonaliy  at¬ 
tached  •. 

Thirdly. — Thofe,  who,  from  perfonal  vefentment 
agamft  the  reigning  governors,  were  defirous  of  mag- 
nifying  the  abufes  of  their  adminiftration  for  the 
mere  gratification  of  their  own  malice,  and  not  from 
any  difiike  to  the  abules  themfelves : 

Fourthly. —  Thofe,  who,  without  either  attach¬ 
ments  or  refen  tments,  had  refolved  to  get  abufes  re¬ 
formed,  be  the  confequences  to  the  reigning  govern¬ 
ors  what  thy  might: 

Fifthly. — Thofe,  who,  from  mere  ambition,  were 
always  ready  to  inflame  the  popular  r.fentment  againft 
the  reigning  governors,  with  the  view  of  getting  to 
reign  themfelves ;  of  thefe,  fome  would  have  re¬ 
formed  government,  and  fome  would  have  ufurped 
without  reforming  it: 

Sixthly. — Thofe,  who,  from  being  prejudiced  in 
favour  of  particular  forms  of  government,  were,  in 
all  cafes,  willing  to  facrifice  both  the  governors  and 
the  governed  to  theeftabliihment  of  their  own  fyftems 
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To  fome  of  thofe  feCts  the  great  mafs  of  all  nations 
were  obliged  to  fubmit,  alternately,  as  they  happened 
to  fucceed ;  and  it  had  been  the  fortune  of  thofe 
countries  contiguous  to  France  to  be  occafionally, 
diffracted  by  them  all.  In  England,  where  the  power 
of  the  government  was  fufficient  to  defy  the  cenfures 
of  oppofition,  little  regard  had  been  paid  during  the 
whole  Gallic  ftruggle  to  thefe  diftinCtions:  but,  in 
the  general,  all  perfons  who  urged-the  neceflity  of  re¬ 
form,  however  moderate  their  view  :.,  were  branded,  by 
the  firff  clafs,  with  the  moft  odious  epithets  that  could 
be  beftowed  upon  malcontents  and  leaders  of  faction, 
whilfl  the  violent  refotmers  took  as  little  pains  to 
difcriminate  between  the  differtnt  motives  that  in¬ 
duced  their  contemporaries  to  diflent  from  their  pro¬ 
jects,  fo  that  they  faw  nothing  but  the  moft  bafe  and 
corrupted  fatellite  of  tyranny  in  every  one  who 
would  have  been  contented  to  have  had  the  ftate  re¬ 
formed  through  any  other  medium  than  their  revollt- 
tion. 

Many  of  thofe  perfons  had  fuppofed  that  the  fuc- 
cefsof  the  French  arms  was  favourable  to  their  views, 
and  they  had  conftantly  wheeled  about  from  change 
to  change  with  every  new  form  which  the  admini- 
ftrative  authority  of  that  country  had  aft'umed,  becaufe, 
in  the  language  of  the  feverai  proclamations,  upon 
which  thofe  fleeting  governments  were  founded,  it 
was  always  fiated  that  they  were  to  extend  the  victo¬ 
ries  of  France. 

The  liberties  of  the  people  could  not  be  promoted 
by  fuch  partifans  ;  for,  like  the  builders  of  Babe!,  no 
one  of  them  underftood  the  other.  The  Govern¬ 
ment  reforted  to  the  artifice  of  ftigmatizing  every  friend 
of  liberty  as  a  traitor,  and  the  revolutionifts  confidered 
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no  other  quality  than  that  of  traitor  necefiary  to  con- 
ftitute  a  friend  of  liberty.  Now  this  vice,  which  the 
Bririih  Government  was  perpetually  complaining  of, 
was  in  reality  its  Deft  fecurity :  for  the  Englifh  revo- 
lufionifts  formed  all  their  ideas  of  liberty  according 
to  the  laft  French  definition,  and  thence  acquired  fuch 
a  habit  of  relying  upon  French  aid,  that  they  never 
imagined  themfelves  capable  of  the  leafr  exertions ; 
and  fo  long  as  the  minitters  could  keepa  French  army 
from  their  coafts  there  was  nothing  that  ought  to 
have  prevented  them  fleeping  quietly  in  their  beds. 

The  aftumption  of  the  government  by  Buonaparte 
operated  as  a  kind  of  touchftone  upon  all  parties:  fer 
his  authority  did  not  reft  upon  any  principle  that 
thofe  who  profefled  their  attachment  to  liberty  had 
not  exploded  ;  and,  as  far  as  regarded  mere  political 
rule,  there  was  not  one  of  thofe  principles  which  the 
Britifh  Government  and  its  friends  had  not  pointed  out 
as  the  balls  of  good  order.  It  was  evident  to  all  the 
world  that  the  Britilh  minifter  had  purfued  the  war  for 
the  foie  purpofe  of  difeomfiting  Jacobinifm;  and  the 
Firft  Conful  had  drank  fo  deep  of  the  fpirit  which 
actuated  that  minifter  that  he  laboured  day  and  night 
for  the  fame  object ;  and  yet,  when  he  fued  for  that 
friendlhip  which  kindred  fpirits  generally  bear  to  each 
other,  inftead  of  acknowledging  Buonaparte’s  merits, 
Mr.  Pitt  obftinately  repulfed  him,  as  if  he  had  really 
been  the  “  child  and  champion  of  Jacobinifm.” 

It  was  equally  evident,  that  all  thofe  who  aflociated 
the  affairs  of  France  with  the  caufe  of  liberty,  pro- 
fefted  to  do  fo,  only  becaufe  they  fuppofed  that  the 
fuccefs  of  France  would  lead  to  the  eftablilhment  of 
governments  founded  upon  the  choice  of  the  people, 
and  acting  for  their  good  :  but  the  catallrophe  of  the 
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Legillative  Body  of  France  had  proved  that  the  voice 
of  the  people  was  entirely  llifled :  they  had  feen. 
Buonaparte,  at  the  head  of  his  gens-d’armes  and  mame- 
lukes,  picking  out  fuch  of  the  reprefentatives  of  the 
people  as  he  difliked  and  throwing  them  into  dunge¬ 
ons,  in  the  fame  manner  as  they  had  feen  Pitt,  at  the 
head  of  his  officers  of  police,  throw  their  countrymen 
into  folitary  cells,  under  the  fufpenfion  of  the  Habeas 
Corpus  a6t :  yet,  in  the  fame  breath,  they  could  hold 
up  Pitt  as  an  objpfl  of  execration  and  Buonaparte  as  a 
pattern  of  imitation  ! 

Not  a  rational  effort,  not  a  rational  fuggeflion  in 
favour  of  liberty  made  its  appearance  in  England 
after  this  period  ;  and,  if  ever  fuch  an  event  fhould 
happen  again,  it  will  not  be  till  that  liftlefs  and  torpid 
part  of  the  community,  which  creduloufly  follows  the 
unexamined  opinions  of  others,  fliall  become  wife 
enough  to  take  the  trouble  of  thinking  for  itfelf,  and 
following  fuch  leaders  as  fairly  explain  their  ultimate 
defigns  in  clear  and  unequivocal  terms. 

The  overthrow  of  Republicanifm,  by  Buonaparte, 
placed  the  court,  the  minifters,  the  politicians,  and 
the  people  of  England,  in  a  very  different  lituation  to 
what  they  were  in  before  that  event:  yet  none  pof- 
feffed  difcernment  enough  to  difcover  the  change  but 
the  fmall  circle  that  formed  the  interior  cabinet  of 
St.  James’s.  Great  numbers  of  thofe  who  oppofed 
the  Government,  whether  from  good  or  bad  motives, 
had  conftituted  the  imitative  mafs  already  fpoken  of> 
who  formed  all  their  notions  after  the  French  fafhion : 
with  them  the  fovereign  fpecific  for  all  the  diforders 
of  mankind  was  “  hatred  to  kings and  they  com¬ 
pounded  their  remedy  with  fuch  a  copious  mixture  of 
VOL.  IV.— >HO.  XIII.  Q 
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error,  mifreprefentation,  and  malevolence,  that  the 
Court  hardly  needed  the  recollection  of  the  fate  of  the 
unfortunate  Houle  of  Bourbon  to  teach  it  the  necef- 
iity  of  courting  ail  the  affection  and  all  the  talents 
that  could  be  brought  to  its  fupport.  The  danger 
was  now  overt  the  whole  body  of  unprincipled  re¬ 
formers,  the  whole  generation  of  apes,  were  nonfilufcd  ! 
Reprefentatives  of  the  People,  Committees  of  Public 
Safety,  and  Directors  without  number,  they  coud 
have  found  at  any  time;  but  a  Firft  Conful  they  were 
totally  unprovided  witn  ;  it  was  an  exigence  altoge¬ 
ther  unforefeen:  and  it  was  evident  that  they  mulf 
put  up  with  an  old  King  till  they  fhould  find  out  a 
new  Conful! 

This  one  event  did  more  towards  confirming  the 
abufes,  known  to  exift  in  the  Englifli  adminiftration, 
than  all  the  arbitrary  afts  and  arbitrary  imprifon- 
rnents  of  Mr.  Pitt  and  his  colleagues;  for  it  even  di¬ 
verted  that  miniftry  of  the  engine  by  which  it  had 
maintained  its  own  power,  and  reduced  it  to  infignifi- 
cance  and  contempt,  even  to  the  Court  itfelf. 

La  Politique,  a  fubject  which,  almoft  at  all  times, 
affords  an  Englifhman  a  fubflitute  for  food,  for 
health,  for  pleafure,  for  religion,  and  for  happinefs, 
now  became  difguflipg.  The  unprincipled  multitude 
could  not  difclofe  any  of  their  prefent  opinions  with¬ 
out  expofing  themfelves  to  the  ridicule  of  their  own 
confciences ;  and  the  men  of  principle  were  fo  few, 
that  they  were  driven  into  obfcurity  as  idle  dreamers, 
alike  obnoxious  to  the  deceivers  and  the  deceived. 
The  clamours  of  feven  years,  which  had  kept  the 
country  in  conftant  agitation,  had  now  evaporated, 
ydthout  one  point  having  been  gained  for  the  benefit 
of  the  people,  whilft  their  burdens  were  increafed 
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double;  and,  what  was  inconceivably  worfe,  they  had 
become  fo  corrupted  in  mind  that  a  new  generation 
became  neceflary  before  any  amendment  could  be 
hoped  for. 

The  national  character  was  changed,  and  the  old 
Englilh  hofpitality,  that  yet  difplayed  its  fnifling  face 
in  1793,  was  fuperfeded  by  gaunt  frugality  and  care; 
which  treated  generofity,  in  all  its  vifits,  as  an  imper¬ 
tinent  interloper,  and  raught  both  rich  and  poor,  the 
Jew  as  well  as  the  Chriftian.  the  Philofopiier  as  the 
Atheift,  to  unite  in  tormenting  each  other  by  the  ma¬ 
gical  effect  of — -Love thy s elf— preferve  thyself 
— take  care  of  thyself. 

The  virtuous  love  of  country  was  reduced  to  as  low 
an  ebb  in  England  as  in  any  deipocilrn  in  Europe, 
and  a  fordid  fpirit  of  party  had  ufurped  its  placet 
few  perfons  were  to  be  found  whole  views  remained 
fufficiently  liberal  to  contemplate  the  welfare  of  all 
clalfes  equally.  An  anxiety  to  commit  reprifals  upon 
each  other  was  the  prevailing  feeling  that  diftra&ed 
every  bread,  politically  confidered  ;  and  the  patriot 
druggie  of  how  much ,  was  changed  into  how  little  each, 
fhould  do  for  his  country. 

The  idiie  of  the  French  Revolution  had  fiiewn, 
as  far  as  it  had  gone,  that  a  corrupt  people  were  in¬ 
capable  of  producing  a  pure  government;  and  the 
argument  was  as  applicable  to  the  people  of  England 
as  to  the  people  of  France;  for  thofe  who  approved 
of  the  French  excefl'es  would  have  committed  them 
themlelves,  if  they  had  had  the  fame  opportunity,  and 
would  have  bowed  their  necks  to  a  military  tyrant  in 
their  own  country  as  readily  as  they  admired  him  in 
another.  But  none  of  the  Britidi  patriots  had  patri- 
otifm  enough  to  remondrate  with  their  countrymen 


184 


THE  LIFE  OF 


for  this  profligacy  ;  if,  therefore,  any  of'the  political 
wrefllers  of  England,  who  entered  upon  the  19th  cen¬ 
tury,  contend  for  principles  more  important  than  the 
difference  between  a  King  and  a  Conful,  thofe  princi¬ 
ples  are  wholly  concealed,  and  the  wife  reformers  have 
not  advanced  two  ideas  before  the  Council  of  Five 
Hundred,  who  were  “  caught  napping”  at  St.  Cloud. 

This  abandonment  of  principle,  on  the  part  of  the 
Englifh  reformers,  fnrprifed  Buonaparte  as  much  as 
did  the  perfonal  enmity  that  the  Pittites  feemed  to 
entertain  againft  him.  The  prefs  of  France  had  long 
been  rendered  incapable  of  fpeaking  any  fentiment 
but  that  of  the  government  ;  and  the  only  appearance 
of  free  difcuflion  that  was  preferved  in  Europe  was  by 
means  of  fome  occafional  journals  in  Holland,  and  the 
gazettes  fupported  by  the  Englifh  reformers.  To 
thofe  of  Holland  he  paid  no  regard ;  becaufe,  as  he 
kept  a  conftant  fupply  of  troops  in  that  country,  he 
could  aseafiiy  Baftile  their  authors  and  printers  as  he 
could  thofe  of  France  :  to  the  firmnefs  and  confiftency 
of  ,£  Burke’s  eighty  thoufand  incorrigibles”  he  looked 
with  more  dread.  He  had  figured  to  himfelf  a  club 
at  Hamburgh,  confiftingof  Englifh,  Irifh,  and  French 
Jacobins,  united  to  fulminate  anathemas  againft  an 
armed  defpotifm,  and  to  remind  the  Fiench,  that,  “for 
a  nation  to  be  free,  it  is  fufficient  that  flue  wills  it.” 
He  hadexpe&ed  that  his  own  authority,  joined  to  that 
of  the  Pitt  miniftry,  would  have  been  necefl'ary  to 
fubdue  an  obftinate  and  ftiff-necked  race,  equally  ob¬ 
noxious  and  troublefome  to  both  :  but  when  he  found 
that  the  Pittites  were  fo  ill-acquainted  with  their  own 
interefts  that  they  would  hazard  the  reftoration  of  the 
Republic  rather  than  make  peace  with  his  Defpotifm, 
he  conceived  too  contemptible  an  opinion  of  them 
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to  care  whether  he  concluded  peace  with  them  or 
not:  and,  when  he  faw  the  reformers  filing  off  to 
his  Monarchy  as  complaifantly  as  if  he(  had  been 
chofen  by  univerfal  fuffrage,  he  regarded  them  as  a 
mere  grumbling  faction,  whofe  beft  principles  were 
their  perfonal  refentments,  for  the  gratification  of 
which  they  would  readily  follow  any  adventurer; 
and  he  faw  that  they  might,  one  day,  become  the 
humble  iuftruments,  in  his  hands,  of  promoting  his 
ambitious  views  upon  their  own  country. 

There  is  no  example  of  bafenefs  in  the  annals  of 
mankind  equal  to  the  conduCt  of  a  collection  of  re¬ 
formers  at  Paris,  who  had  abjured  their  feveral  coun¬ 
tries  on  account  of  a  congeniality  of  fentiment  that 
they  expected  to  find  in  France.  No  neceffity  what¬ 
ever  had  called  upon  them  to  exile  themfeives:  it  was 
the  delicacy  of  their  fentiments  alone  which  rendered 
them  incapable  of  fubmitting  to  the  authorities  under 
which  they  were  born,  becaufe  they  had  exerciiedno 
voice  in  their  election.  Freedom,  they  pretended, 
was  to  be  found  under  the  republican  form  of  go¬ 
vernment  alone :  to  fupport  this  form,  they  taught, 
that  every  relation  of  life  was  to  be  diffolved  and 
every  focial  tie  abandoned  :  yet  the  General,  at  the 
head  of  his  grenadiers,  had  uo  fooner  proclaimed 
himfelf  Chief  of  their  adopted  country,  than  they  ob- 
fequioufly  acknowledged  as  their  fovereign,  a  man, 
whom  they  had,  a  few  days  before,  familiarly  ad- 
drefied  as  their  fellow  citizen,  and  who  had  done  more 
than  almoft  any  other  perfon  to  perfuade  them  that, 
they  ought  never  to  Submit  to  the  fovereign  rule  ! 

Among  thofe  apofiates  were  Germans,  Italians, 
Swedes,  Poles,  Hollanders,  Englilhmen,  Irilhmen, 
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and  Americans;  all  the  difciplesof  “  equality  and  the 
rights  of  man,”  who,  with  their  prefident,  Paine,  at 
their  head,  fluilked  into  a  pufillanimous  obfcurity,  and 
never  muttered  courage  e.nough  to  tell  the  world 
whether  or  not  it  ought  to  think  itfelf  fufficiently 
compenfated,  for  ten  years  of  warfare  and  the  blood  of 
two  millions  of  its  inhabitants,  by  having  obtained  a 
Buonaparte  in  lieu  of  a  Bourbon  ! 

The  people  of  England,  who,  like  all  other  na¬ 
tions,  mutt:  of  neceflity  be  influenced  by  the  French 
Revolution,  never  perceived  that  they  were  affefled 
by  it  in  a  different  way;  but,  placed  in  different  cir- 
cumflances,  and  owing  to  their  own  fenfelefs  ftupi- 
dity,  are  very  likely  to  lofe  all  the  advantages  that 
their  peculiar  fituation  might  afford  them.  During 
the  continuance  of  the  Republic  the  Englifh  reform¬ 
ers,  or  pretended  reformers,  aflifted  the  prefs  in  fome 
attempts  to  diffufe  ufeful  truths  and  general  principles 
without  eonfulting  individual  interefts ;  but,  after  the 
affumption  of  the  Confulate,  thofe  poltroons  found  it 
nnfafhicmable  to  profefs  their  fentiments,  and  they 
would  not  fupport  one  newfpaper  that  fhould  aflert 
the  rights  of  the  people  !  principles  were  forgotten 
and  perfons  alone  held  up  to  obfervation.  Parties 
■that  profefled  themfelves  the  friends  of  Government, 
with  all  its  corruptions  and  abufes.  rallied  themfelves 
together  by  the  moft  offenfive  caiumnies  upon  the 
Firfi  Conful,  and  thofe  who  talked  about  reform  fan¬ 
cied  that  they  were  forwarding  their  objeft  wonder¬ 
fully  by  dealing  out  his  exaggerated  praifes:  both 
were  equally  hypocritical,  for  neither  believed  fo 
much  as  they  pretended  ;  the  advocates  of  Govern  • 
ment  only  holding  up  Buonaparte  as  an  objeft  of  re- 
fentment  in  order  to  get  rid  of  their  own  ihare,  and 
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the  Reformers  chufing  that  ground  of  contention  to 
conceal  their  cowardice,  inclined  them  to  form  a 
truce  with  corruptions,  againft  which  it  was  no  longer 
fathionable  to  complain. 

Theadting  politicians  in  England,  fince  that  period, 
have  been  little  elfe  than  calumniators  or  panegyrifls 
of  Buonaparte  :  all  the  newfpapers  may  be  fo  divided  ; 
and  fo  little  of  public  virtue  and  political  integrity  is 
there  to  be  found  in  the  united  kingdom,  notwith* 
{landing  the  vehemence  of  debate  and  the  pretended 
love  of  freedom,  that  there  is  not  a  fufficient  number 
of  patriots  in  it  to  fupport  a  journal,  in  which  their 
antagonifts  Ihould  have  the  fame  right  of  propagating 
his  fentiments  that  they  claim  for  themfelves! 

Fine  fentiments  have  certainly  efcaped  from  the 
lips  of  all  the  contending  parties,  in  their  turn  ;  and, 
indeed,  from  an  inattentive  obferver,  thofe  fine  fenti¬ 
ments  might  gain  as  much  credit  as  before  the  over¬ 
throw  of  the  Republic :  but  many  of  the  French  Re¬ 
publicans  uttered,  from  time  to  t  me,  as  plaufible  fen¬ 
timents  as  could  have  iffued  from  the  lips  of  angels; 
yet  they  were  only  warring  againft  the  Calonne’s,  the 
Broglio’s,  and  the  Montmorency’s  of  their  old  go¬ 
vernment,  in  order  to  raife  themfelves  into  financiers, 
intendants,  and  legionaries  of  honour,  under  a  new 
one :  felf  was  at  the  bottom  of  all  they  did  ;  and, 
while  they  pretended  that  they  were  adluated  by  a 
defire  to  raife  the  people,  their  real  defign  was  to  raife 
themfelves  upon  the  credulity  of  the  people.  Their 
elevation  was  quite  of  a  different  kind  to  what  they 
pretended;  it  was  not  to  make  the  people  greater  than 
they  were,  nor  the  government  lefs,  but  to  make 
themfelves  equal  to  both :  the  Englifh  patriots,  there¬ 
fore,  fljould  produce  fomething  better  than  flowery 
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fpeeches  before  their  country  will  be  in  a  condition 
to  take  the  advantages  from  its  peculiar  fituation 
which  it  might  derive  from  the  French  Revolution. 

Circumftanced  as  all  parties  were  at  the  overthrow 
of  the  Republic,  they  were  all  equally  interefted  in  a 
candid  inquiry  after  truth:  it  was  their  intereft  to 
have  configned  Buonaparte  to  that  degree  of  inatten¬ 
tion,  which  a  few  months  would  have  enveloped  him 
in,  if  their  perpetual  exhibition  of  him  had  not  forced 
him  into  greatness;  and  to  have  employed  them- 
felves  in  examining  the  effefts  that  the  great  change 
was  likely  to  produce  in  the  affairs  of  their  own  coun¬ 
try. 

Thefe  things  could  only  have  been  learned  by  an 
unufual  degree  of  induflry  in  the  invefiigation  of 
truth,  and  patriotifm  could  not  have  been  difplayed 
•betterthan  by  facilitating  the  attempt.  But  the  Englifh 
patriots  have  to  take  fhame  to  themfelves  that  they 
have  contributed  nothing  for  the  fervice  of  their 
country  but  talk ;  they  promife  what  they  will  do,  but 
the  time  may  not  come  till  all  thofe  will  be  dead  who 
are  defirous  of  witneffing  their  zeal:  for  the  prefent, 
it  is  much  to  be  lamented,  that,  whatever  their  love  of 
country  may  confift  in,  it  is  not  in  any  endeavour  to 
improve  its  foil,  its  commerce,  its  manufactures,  the 
knowledge  of  the  fciences,  the  comforts  of  the  peo¬ 
ple,  nor  the  improvement  of  their  morals.  Is  virtue 
rewarded  or  profligacy  reformed?  little  credit  can  be 
claimed  by  them  upon  thefe  grounds :  and  they  are 
as  criminally  indifferent  to  the  infipidity  and  bafe 
corruption  of  the  prefs,  as  if  they  already  lay  proftrate 
before  a  Firlt  Coufui  of  their  own,  and  dreaded  the 
■expofure  of  folly  and  of  crime. 

In  fine,  whatever  of  generofity,  of  virtue,  of  cou- 


NAPOLEON  BU  ON  A  VARTE.  3  8£) 

rage,  above  the  moft  vulgar  kinds,  exifted  in  England 
before  the  Ccnfulfhip  of  Buonaparte  commenced, 
they  are  nothing  more  than  matters  of  hiftory  to 
Grangers  who  have  arrived  there  fince  that  beriod. 
If  the  people  are  now  much  better  pleafed  #*uh  the 
Government  than  they  were,  it  is  not  on  account  of 
its  having  been  amended,  but  becaufe  all  the  vices, 
of  which  it  is  faid  to  be  compofed,  are  praftifed  by 
every  private  individual  in’his  own  concerns ;  and  it 
is  difcovered  that  they  cannot  get  rid  of  the  oppref* 
tions  of  which  they  formerly  complained  without 
abandoning  thofe  which  they  exercife,  in  their  turn. 
It  is  now  generally  underftood  by  the  Englifh  of  all 
claftes,  except  the  pooreft,  that  perfonal  reform  muft 
be  the  price  of  national  reform:  each  one,  for  him- 
felf,  has  refolved  that  he  will  not  begin  firft ;  and,  of 
thofe  who  continue  to  murmur,  moft  of  them  do  it 
from  mere  habit,  without  defiring  the  leaft  amend¬ 
ment  whatever  :  nay,  the  majority  of  the  reformers 
are  fo  incorrigibly  depraved,  that,  if  they  could  trace 
out  one  man  of  lincerity  amongft  them,  they  would 
quit  their  common  enemy  to  turn  upon  him,  with  the 
whole  weight  of  their  jealoufies,  furmifes,  mifcon- 
ftru&ions,  and-— if  he  refitted — calumnies,  until  they 
had  made  him  appear  as  black  as  the  moft  obnoxious 
of  their  opponents  ;  and  then  they  would  tack  about 
again — to  preach  reform ! 
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CJtc  f/  the  War. — Inadrsity  ef  the  Allies.— 
JEertneJs  of  the  French. — Peace  in  the  Departments.- — 
Proclamation  of  General  Bmne  to  the  l  ender.-  5fc  — 

.  he  Rhine. — -Vifhsries  ef  the  French.— 
-  :  hi  . its  if' ians.-d-Pheir  Hopes,  and  retreat  ficrofs 
Dir:..'.'.  :r  But-:.'  -:ar;;  at  Dim. — Qhfta- 

■  :  :  1  ‘  ■  .  . 
Nelas  in  the  South. — Confer:. tras. —  Relative  Situation 
ef  the  A  ~:its. 

-A.ETHCUGH  the  war  had  no  r  relumed  :h>  much 
of  the  character  of  farmer  wars.  as  to  oe  a  war  of 
perfons  and  r.o:  of  principles.  :  ftili  v_.a:meo  a  part 
of  irs  own  or  gtaality,  as  it  was  co  aucted  ov  sew 
men  on  the  £de  of  France;  whisit.  on  the  tide  of 
the  Allies  it  was  left  to  the  management  of  the  poor 
befotted  race  of  antiquated  ccurriets.  of  vs  .rich  the 
old  governments  nere  competed,  and  whofe  fpieen 
and  -  ride  rendered  them  fo  unwieldy,  that  trey 
etui  Jcr'v  make  cne  motion, in  the  time  that  a  French¬ 
man  would  make  three. 

M  ch  valuable  time  had  been  watted  in  attempts 
to  charge  tae  Etc  of  the  Emneror  of  Ruffia,  when 
his  inflex; trie  refoiution  to  defert  the  confederacy 
was  declared  ta  a  way  that  deprived  the  Allies  of 
ad!  groc tecs  to  expect  his  co-operation.  Buonaparte 
had  avaiirr  s  hinr.elf  of  the  deafen  of  fnfpenfe  to  etn- 
plo;.  the  a  hive  General  Bruce,  ci-devant  com  mander 
ia  chief  in  Holland,  to  allay  the  troubles  in  the 
Weftcrr.  departments,  2nd  conciliate  the  inhabitants 
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by  relaxing  the  Severities  which  the  miftaken  polit  y 
of  the  Republic  had  exerciled  there. 

Thef'e  Rovalifts  a£ted  with  more  confiftency  than 
any  other  dei'cription  of  people  whom  the  Revolu¬ 
tion  had  a  tendency  to  affect  :  they  did  not  prin¬ 
cipally  fight  for  the  family  of  Bourbon,  but  againft 
the  tyranny  of  the  Republic  ;  and,  when  that  tyranny 
was  overthrown,  they  had  no  Sufficient  motive  for 
continuing  in  arms.  A  Short  truce  was  granted 
them  by  the  French  generals,  which,  being  dulcified 
by  a  general  amnefty,  and  Some  ameliorations  in 
religious  arrangements,  clofed  by  an  amicable  ad- 
juftment.  Georges  and  Frotte,  two  enterprifiiig 
chiefs  of  the  Infurgents  were  included  in  the  amnefty  ; 
but  it  was  afterwards  difcovered,  (or  faid  to  be  fo 
by  Buonaparte’s  generals)  that  the  peace  had  been 
treacheroufty  entered  into  by  the  rebel  generals  and 
officers,  with  a  view  of  gaining  time,  till  one  of  the 
Bourbon  princes  could  be  landed  :  whether  true  or 
falfe,  Frotte,  and  many  others,  were  Shot  for  the 
treafon,  and  Brune  announced  the  termination  of 
the  war  in  a  Proclamation  to  the  Vendeans,  & c. 

ARMY  OF  THE  WEST.  . 

“  Brune,  Counfellor  of  State ,  General  in  Chief \  to  the 
Inhabitants  of  the  Departments  of  Morbihan,  FiniJYerre, 
and  the  Cotes  du  Not'd. 

“  At  length  you  touch  upon  the  termination  of  your 
calamities :  tranquillity  Springs  up  again  in  your  coun¬ 
tries,  lately  the  prey  of  civil  diffenltons.  The  chiefs  of 
thefe  unhappy  difienlions  have  heard  the  voice  of  reafon  ; 
they  wilh  to  draw  -he  attention  of  their  country  only  to 
their  inviolable  fidelity  :  the  Catholic  priefts  mull  make 
the  words  of  peace,  union,  and  juftice  be  heard.  The  af¬ 
fections  of  all  attach  thcmfelves  to  a  Government  which 
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pardons,  and  furrounds  our  glorious  Republic  with  the  ef- 
teem  of  the  univerfe. 

“  Of  what  import  is  it  whether  thofe,  whom  jealous 

- fubfidizes,  return  to  hide  their  fbame  in  the  icy 

'  caverns  of  the  North,  or  come  back  again  to  the  centre  of 
Europe,  in  fearch  of  new  difgraces  ?  The  moft  terrible 
enemies  of  the  French  were  the  French  themfelves  :  in¬ 
cendiary  torches  were  prepared  againft  Breft,  and  its 
fleets; — and  fume  Frenchmen  were  to  have  been  the  in- 
ftruments  of  that  crime  !  oh  fhame  ! 

“  But  the  compadt  with  the  foreign  foe  has  been  tram¬ 
pled  under  foot !  The  rocks  of  Morbihan  and  Finifterre 
fhall  be  in,  future,  more  terrible  .to  our  enemies  than  the 
tempefts.  Concord  is  reftored  amongft  us. 

“  Sailors,  who  have  been  led  aftray  !  return  to  thofe  ports, 
once  rich  with  your  courage  and  your  aftivity  :  the 
government  invites  you.  Buonaparte,  who  has  given  to 
the  army  fo  much  glory,  wiihes  to  raife  again  the  French 
navy,  and  recal  that  celebrated  sera,  when  Duquay,  Trouin, 
and  all  thofe  heroes,  your  countrymen,  difperfed  and  de- 
ftroyed  the  Englifn  fquadrons,  and  confirmed  the  liberty 
of  the  feas. 

“  Deferters !  the  country  confents  to  pardon  you,  but 
it  wiihes  to  fee  you  wit.,  laurels  ;  go,  and  receive  them  at 
the  frontiers.  Workmen  !  who  have  laid  afide  the  peace¬ 
able  inftruments  of  hulbandry,  to  charge  your  hands  with 
parricidal  fteel,  be  tranquil  in  your  cottages;  your  wives, 
your  children,  your  aged  parents,  demand  your  tenderncfs 
and  your  care  :  the  earth  waits  only  for  your  labour,  to 
repay  you  with  its  grateful  produttions.  Let  every  one 
refumt  his  ufual  occupation  ;  abundance  will  return  with 
order.  Under  a  juft  and  refpetted  government  every 
Frenchman  is  the  mafter  of  his  own  happinefs  ;  and  it  is 
the  happinefs  of  every  individual  that  compofes  public  fe¬ 
licity.  General  peace  will  confirm  to  us  all  thefe  blef- 
ftngs. 

“  Youthful  inhabitants  of  the  towns  and  country  !  you 
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will  not  neg!e£t  to  feize  your  portion  of  glory.  Do  not 
fuller  peace  to  come  without  having  done  anything  to 
obtain  it.  I  know  that  you  have  been  fenfible  to  the 
charms  of  valour.  I,  myfelf,  will  organize  the  battalions 
■when  you  fliall  voluntarily  come  to  enrol  yourfelves ;  and 
1  fl;all  inform  Buonaparte  that  J  have  found  men  of  Brit¬ 
tany  worthy  of  their  ancient  renown. 

“  Citizens,  let  us  all  forget  the  pall !  let  the  term 
‘  Chouans,’  be  banilhed  from  converfation  :  let  us  banilh 
every  allufion  that  might  remind  us  of  our  public  or  pri¬ 
vate  misfortunes.  A  new  carter  opens  itfelf  to  our  view  : 
it  is  from  this  point  we  mull  fet  out,  and  not  attempt  to 
look  behind.  Every  thing  connected  with  civil  war  is 
forgotten  :  but,  remember,  that  a  government  fufficientiy 
tlrong  to  pardon  muft  not  be  forced  to  punilh. 

“  Done  at  the  head  quarters  at  Vannes,  id  of 
March,  8th  Year  of  the  French  Republic,  one 
and  indivifibie. 

“  Brune,  General  in  Chief.” 

The  termination  of  the  civil  wars  releafed  a  con- 
fiderable  body  of  troops,  who  were  difpatched  forth¬ 
with  to  the  armies.  Carnot,  the  Minifter  of  War,  „ 
and  General  Moreau,  had  convinced  the  Conful  that 
the  hide  of  the  campaign  would  greatly  depend  upon 
a  fevere  blow  being  flruck  in  the  heart  of  Germany, 
where  he  had  already  fignalized  himfeif  with  fo  much 
honour  to  his  military  talents.  Fortune  favoured 
this  plan; 'for,  after  the  Archduke  had  left' the  Auf- 
trian  army,  the  Atilic  Council  had  refolved  to  transfer 
the  theatre  of  war  to  Italy.  The  nrft  effort  of  Mo¬ 
reau  was  to  crofs  the  Rhine  into  the  Brifo-aw.  be. 
v  tween  Strafburgh  and  Huninguen. 

General  Kray,  fucceffor  to  the- Archduke,  arranged 
his  army  in  four  divifions,  under  Generals  Kollo- 
wrath,  Klinglin,  Stzarray,  and  Klenau.  Two  armies 
vo l.  iv. — no.  xui. 
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of  referve  were  ordered  to  be  formed,  by  authority 
of  the  Aulic  Council  of  Vienna,  one  of  them  to 
recruit  the  army  of  Italy  and  the  other  to  be  ftationed 
in  Bohemia;  and  the-Bavarian  troops,  in  the  pay  of 
Gre  i  t  Britain,  were  affembled  at  Donawerth,  under 
the  Duke  of  Deux-Ponts.  Orders  were  received  at 
the  head- quarters  of  the  Auftrian  army  about  the 
mi  die  of  April,  for  opening  the  campaign,  but  hof- 
tilities  did  not  commence  till  the  25th,  by  the  left 
wing  of  the  French  army,  in  the  pafiage  of  the 
Rhine,  commanded  by  St.  Sutanne,  and  St.  Cyr,  at 
fort  Kehi,  and  new  Brifach,  thirty-five  miles  South  . 
of  the  former.  A  variety  -of  fkirmifhes  took  place 
in  the  Brifgaw,  attended  with  little  advantage  to 
the  hoftile  armies,  only  the  French  general  fucceeded 
in  deceiving  the  Auftrians  as  to  the  real  point  he  de- 
figned  to  attack. 

General  St.  Sufanne  obliged  the  Auftrians  to  fall 
back  on  Offenburg,  while  St.  Cyr  made  himfelf 
mafter  of  Freiburg;  and  another  divifion,  under 
Richepanfe,  was  ordered  to  march  through  Bafil, 
with  inftrudlions  to  take  a  pofition  in  the  vicinity 
of  Schillenger.  While  St.  Cyr  appeared  to  meditate 
a  paiTage  by  the  defiles  of  the  valley  of  Kintzig, 
under  the  pretext  of  forming  a  jundtion  with  St. 
Sufanne,  and  force  his  way  through  the  Black  Foreft, 
this  latter  general  left  the  Auftrians  to  wait  for  him, 
again  croffed  the  Rhine,  and  afcending  it  on  the 
French  fide,  again  re-crofled  it,  and  pofted  himfelf 
at  Freiburg,  thirty  miles  North-eaft  by  North  of 
Bafil,  which  had  been  left  by  St.  Cyr  for  the  pur- 
pofe  of  marching  againft  St.  Blaife,  twenty-five  miles 
South-eaft  of  the  former. 

Generals  Delmas  and  Leclerc  were  ordered  to 
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fet  out  from  Bafil  tor  Seckingeu  :  General  Riche - 
panfe  was  ordered  to  go  againft  St.  Blaife  at  once 
to  fupport  the  movement  of  General  St  Cvr,  and 
the  right  wings  of  Delmas  and  Leclerc.  General 
Delmas,  with  four  battalions,  forced  the  Auftrian 
pofitions  on  the  Alb,  and  purfued  the  enemy  with 
fo  much  fpeed  that  they  could  not deftroy  the  bridge. 
Two  pieces  of  cannon  and  200  prifoners,  were  taken 
by  the  French  in  this  affair;  at  the  fame  time  Ge¬ 
neral  Ricbepanfe  repulfed  Jour  battalions  v.'ho  ad¬ 
vanced  from  St.  Blaife,  and  took  150  prifoners. 

While  the  French  were  thus  manoeuvring,  the 
Aufirians  were  refilling  fevetal  divifions  of  the 
enemy,  which  refolved  to  carry  the  pofitions  of  the 
Black  Foreft,  towards  the  fources  of  the  Danube. 
Moreau,  in  the  mean  time,  having  difpatched  a  cob- 
fiderable  body  of  troops,  and  fent  reinforcements  To 
the  right  wing  of  his  army,  under  Lecourbe,  gave 
orders  for  eroding  the  Rhine  between  Schatfhaufen 
and  Stein,  and  attacked  the  rear  of  the  Auftrian 
army.  This  manoeuvre  was  fo  unexpected  by  the 
Auurians,  that  the  palfage  of  the  river  was  effected 
without  any  material  lofs;  and  Lecourbe,  in  about 
three  hours  after,  polled  himfelf  on  the  right  fide. 
He  engaged  the  Auftrians  under  Fort  Hohenwjel, 
eleven  miles  North  eafi:  of  Schaffhaufen  ;  he  gained 
the  fort  by  capitulation,  and  made  800  prifoners, 
after  which  he  directed  his  route  on  the  r-ear  of  the 
Imperial  army  at  btockat  h,  twenty-four  miles  Nortk- 
eaft  of  Schaffhaufen,  while  Moreau,  with  the  centre 
and  left  divifions,  marched  on  to  tire  village  of  En- 
gen.  After  the  end  of  eight  days  after  the  opening 
of  the  campaign  the  French  were  not  only  in  pof- 
Rifion  of  Offenbourg,  Freifbourg,  St.  Blaife,  and 
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Hohenwid,  but  they  had  obliged  General  Kray  to 
abandon  the  advantageous  camp  at  Donauefchingen, 
to  which  the  Archduke  had  advanced  after  the  de¬ 
feat  of  the  French  at  Stockacb,  in  the  former  year. 
The  French  had  already  taken  nine  pieces  of  can* 
non,  and  1,500  prifoners;  and  they  were  evidently 
not  worfe  fituated  than  at  the  clofe  of  the  laft  cam¬ 
paign. 

General  Kray  was  now  fully  undeceived  as  to  the 
defigns  of  Moreau,  and  he  alfembled  the  main  body 
of  his  army,  which  had  been  confiderably  difperfed  ; 
but  fo  perfeffiy  ignorant  were  the  Autlrians  of  the 
force  they  had  to  encounter,  that  they  could  not 
coiled  a  diffident  army  to  face  the  enemy,  though 
they  had  been  all  the  winter  preparing.  The  main 
army  could  not  advance  for  fear  of  leaving  the 
Archduke  Ferdinand,  Generals  Ginlay,  and  Kien- 
mayer,  with  their  corps,  in  danger  of  being  cut  off, 
they  not  being  able  to  run  fo  fall  from  Offenbourg, 
and  Friebourg  as  the  French  ran  after  them. 

In  the  mean  time,  Lecourbe  fell  in  with  a  body  of 
Audrian  troops,  under  the  command  of  Prince  Jofeph 
of  Lorraine,  in  the  vicinity  of  Stockach,  which  he 
defeated  with  very  great  lofs,  and  purfued  them  be¬ 
yond  that  town,  after  taking  a  vad  number  of  can¬ 
non,  betides  magazines  and  dores. 

!Moreau  attacked  them  at  Engen,  and,  after  a 
defperate  contiid,  carried  every  one  of  their  potls, 
and  being  nearly  furrounded,  they  retreated  during 
the  night  towards  Motkirch,  twenty-four  miles  Nonh¬ 
ead  by  Eall  of  Engen.  The  lofs  fudained  by  the 
Aufirians  on  the  3d  of  May,  in  the  vicinity  of 
Stockach,  was  upwards  of  10,000  men,  in  which 
number  4,000  prifoners  were  included.  The  fingular 


NAPOLEON  BUONAPARTE.  itf? 

mode  of  attack  adopted  by  Moreau  was  not  forefeen 
by  the  enemy,  and,  confequently,  the  Imperialifts 
fuftained  a  prodigious  lofs  in  magazines  and  baggage. 
With  fuch  rapidity  did  the  Auftrians  retreat,  that 
the  French  found  it  hnpoffible  to  keep  pace  with 
them,  although  they  wifhed  to  allow  them  no  time 
to  collect  their  forces.  Kray  was  aflonifhed  at  all 
he  had  beheld  of  the  maflerly  general  (hip  of  Moreau  ; 
yet,  as  he  had  a  formidable  army  under  his  com¬ 
mand,  he  was  determined  to  flop  the  career  of  the 
French  army,  or  make  their  advance  cofl  them 
dear.  The  Archduke  Ferdinand  had  not  joined  the 
army  at  the  time  of  the  battle  of  Engen:;  and  the 
xounfellors  of  the  Autlrian  camp  could  only  account 
for  the  ffrength  of  Moreau’s  army,  by  believing  that 
five  divifions  had  been  lent  to  him  from  the  camp 
at  Dijon. 

By  the  lofs  of  Stockach  and  Engexi,  which  General 
Kray  had  fortified,  the  whole  of  a  country  where  he 
expe&ed  to  make  a  vigorous  defence,  and  every 
pofition  between  Donauefchingen  and  the  Rhine 
was  taken  by  the  French :  he  had  now  to  contend 
againfl  the  menacing  route  of  the  French  arrdy,  de¬ 
termined  to  penetrate  into  the  very  heart  of  .Ger¬ 
many.  Ke  got,  by  virtue  of  his  rapid  retreat,  be¬ 
tween  Moreau  and  the  final  objedt  of  his  march,  took 
a  pofition  at  Mofkirch,  and  waited  the  affault  of  the 
French  General.  At  Mofkirch  the  Autlrian  army 
was  joined  by  the  corps  of  Prince  Jofeph,  General 
Grinlay,  the  Bavariau^in  the  pay  of  England,  and 
the  Archduke  Ferdinand,  who  had  difpiaycd  much 
ifkill  in  hia  retreat,  having  contrived  to  take  three 
pieces  of  cannon  and  fome  prifener-airom  theFrench. 

r  § 
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The  army  of  General  Kray  amounted  to  near 
40,000  men,  General  Moreau’s  to  full  that  num¬ 
ber.  Both  armies  were  in  high  fpirits.  Moreau  had 
now  his  antagonift  before  him,  and  he  arranged  his 
army  for  an  immediate  engagement,  one  divifion  of 
it  being  commanded  by  himfelf  in  perfon,  and  ano¬ 
ther  by  General  St.  Cyr,  ftationed  between  Stock- 
ach  and  the  Danube.  The  battle  began  on  the 
plain  before  the  wood  of  Grembach,  of  which  place 
the  French  foon  made  themfelves  mailers.  The 
Auftrians,  whofe  artillery  was  far  fuperior  to  that 
of  the  French,  made  every  effort  to  turn  the  left 
wing  of  the  enemy,  and  fought  with  defperate  va¬ 
lour,  from  the  recollection  of  the  fignal  vidlory  which 
had  been  gained  over  them  only  the  day  before. 
Their  attacks  were  extremely  brifk,  and  it  required 
ail  the  cool  and  fleady  courage  of  Moreau,  and  fuch 
an  army  as  he  commanded,  to  meet  them.  Three 
times  forced,  by  the  valour  and  impetuofity  of  the 
Auftrians,  to  change  their  pod,  they  manoeuvred 
with  the  greateft  calmnefs,  and  as  often  -recovered 
their  ground.  In  all  probability,  the  fate  of  this  day 
would  have  been  favourable  for  the  Auftrians,  had 
not  Richepanfe  come  up  with  the  divifion  under  his 
command,  which  turned  the  fcale  in  favour  of  the 
French,  the  Imperialifts  being  forced  to  retreat  a 
fecond  time,  with  the  lofs  of  about  9,000  men. 

Thefe  extraordinary  defeats  induced  Moreau  to 
conclude  that  Kray  would  lf.urn  to  Ulm  ;  but  ex¬ 
tremely  averfe  to  the  making  of  fuch  a  facrifice, 
while  his  army  was  refpedtable,  he  took  the  inter¬ 
vening  line  of  the  Rifs,  which  he  gained  by  forced 
marches,  and  where  he  was  determined  to  await 


Tui. ty MJon&r,  0  -i  -  S. 


NAPOLEON  BUONAPARTE.  199 

the  refult  of  another  battle,  but  where  the  French 
did  not  long  permit  him  to  continue. 

Poflefled  of  the  heights  in  front  of  the  Rifs,  Kray 
deemed  himfelf  fecure;  but  two  divifions,  under  St. 
Cyr,  had  previoufly  got  poffeffion  of  Biberach,  which 
thefe  heights  commanded.  Richepanfe  finding  hiin- 
felf  fo  powerfully  fupported,  after  fuftaining  a  heavy 
fire  of  artillery  for  four  hours,  crofted  the  river,  and 
made  himfelf  matter  of  this  ftrong  pofition  :  his 
cavalry  eroded  the  bridge  at  the  town,  in  defiance 
of  a  tremendous  fire,  and  gained  the  rear  of  the 
Auftrian  infantry.  To  this  bold  manoeuvre  the 
Republicans  were  indebted  for  the  good  fo  tune  of 
the  day.  The  Imperialifts  were  forced  to  retreat  a 
third  time,  after  lofing  3,000  taken  prifoners,  and 
2., 000  left  dead  on  the  field. 

Thus  repeatedly  vanquifhed,  Kray  was  obliged  to 
collect  his  forces  around  Ulm.  He  was  joined  by 
the  corps  of  Kienmayer  and  Watteville,  (Swifs  in 
the  Englifh  pay)  and  other  powerful  reinforcements, 
which  increased  his  army  to  near  60,000  men. 
Moreau  fixed  his  head-quarters  at  Memmingen,  ex¬ 
tending  his  right  wing  to  Augfburg  and  Landfperg, 
fifty-three  miles  South  by  Eaft  of  Donawerth,  and 
the  fame  diftance  from  Ulm,  in  a  South-eaft  direction, 
augmenting  his  force  alfo,  by  all  the  troops  that 
could  be  drawn  from  Switzerland.  The  French  were 
here  attacked  by  the  Auftrians,  when  a  defperate 
engagement  enfued,  and  victory  again  declared  in 
their  favour,  the  enemy  having  retreated  in  diforder 
acrofs  the  Danube,  after  the  lofs  of  2,000  men  taken 
prifoners.  Kray,  now  finding  it  impoflible  to  check 
the  victorious  carter  of  the  French  army,  by  offen- 
five  operations,  refolved  to  maintain  his  poll  at  Ulm, 
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in  the  hope  of  receiving  fuppiies  from  Vienna.  The 
defigns  of  this  veteran  were  foon  comprehended  by 
General  Moreau,  who  knew  that  Kray  commanded 
both  banks  of  the  Danube  while  in  his  entrenched 
camp;  and,  therefore,  he  refolved  to  crofs  the  river 
below  Uhn,  and  thus  cut  off  tne  Auflrian  com¬ 
mander  from  his  magazines  at  Doriawerth,  as  well  as 
bis  expected  aid  from  the  interior  of  Germany, 
While  the  French  marched  towards  the  Danube, 
Kray,  comprehending  their  intention,  ftrongly  rein¬ 
forced  the  left'bank  of  the  river,  to  oppofe  their  paf- 
fage.  The  engagement  took  place  at  Hoohftet,  and 
victory  was  again  propitious  to  the  French;  the  Im¬ 
perial  army  having  loft  4,000  men,  independent  of 
the  killed  and  wounded. 

Kray,  feeing  the  danger-of  his  fituation,  colle&ed 
his  troops  togetner,  after  leaving  a  ftrong  garrifon 
at  Uim,  and  crofted  the  Danube  at  Newburgh,  as 
if  he  defigned  to  make  the  enemy  abandon  the  left 
bank  of  that  river  in  the  vicinity  of  Ulm.  A  battle 
-en filed,  which  raged  with  fury  till  night,  when  the 
Auftrians  were  compelled  to  retreat,  and  fall  back 
-upon  Ingoiftadt :  by  this  retreat  the  French  became 
mailers  of  the  electorate  of  Bavaria,  Ulm  was 
blockaded ;  and  Moreau’s  army  marched  forward, 
and  fixed  its  head-quarters  at-AIunich,  without  farther 
trouble  or  moleftation. 

In  the  courfe  of  thefe  exertions  many  inferior 
^attions  took  place  between  detached  corps,  with 
various  fuccefs,  but  all  had  a  tendency  to  ferve  the 
French,  as  tney  led  to  the  ft  ate  of  things. for  which 
both  Moreau  and  the  ;Firft  Ccnful  were  exerting 
tbemfeives,_  namely,  to  difable  Auftria  from  fending 
any  fupplies  to  General  Melas  in  Italy. 
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Moreau  had  now  To  well  fecured  himfelf  by  the 
fortreffes  that  he  held  in  Switzerland  and  Bavaria, 
that  he  was  able  to  fpare  25,000  men  to  ftrengthen 
the  army  of  referve,  by  way  of  Switzerland. 

About  the  period  that  the  campaign  was  opened 
on  the  Rhine,  the  army  of  referve  began  its  march 
from  Dijon :  the  government  announced  it  to  be 
at  that  time  50,000  ftrong,  and  receiving  reinforce¬ 
ments  every  day.  The  Chief  Conful  made  it  no 
fecret,  that  he  was  to  take  upon  himfelf  the  chief 
command:  on  the  5th  of  May,  he  arrived  at  Dijon, 
where  he  reviewed  the  aimy.  Ridiculous  and  chi¬ 
merical  as  the  Allies  treated  the  Conful’s  idea  of 
leading  his  army  to  victory  by  way  of  the  Alps  ; 
Buonaparte,  trading  to  the  refources  of  his  invincible 
mind,  promifed  his  troops  at  Dijon,  that  in  two 
decades  he  would  lead  them  to  Milan  !  It  was  incre¬ 
dible,  and  the  unbounded  confidence  of  his  army, 
was  neceflary  to  receive  fuch  an  affurance  in  any 
other  light  than  the  vapouring  of  a  coxcomb.  The 
Conful  had  performed  his  journey  from  Paris  to  Di¬ 
jon  in  twenty-five  hours,  and  he  loft  no  time  to 
tranfmit  an  account  of  his  arrival  to  the  Second  and 
Third  Confuls  at  Paris.  Befote  the  Allies  knew  of 
his  departure  he  had  taken  up  his  refidence  in  the 
Valais,  at  the  Houfe  of  C^nvaiefcenfe,  belonging  to 
the  Monks  of  St.  Bernard  I  there  he  continued  three 
days,  and  made  himfelf  acquainted  with  all  the  local 
obftacles  that  he  had  to  furmount. 

From  the  foot  of  Mount  St.  Bernard  the  army 
began  to  encounter  difficulties  which  might  have 
been  confidered  as  infurmountable,  but  enihufiafm 
and  perfeverance  conquered  them  all.  The  troops 
had  to  draw  their  artillery  along  a  road  fcarcely 


three  feet  in  breadth,  in  many  places  aimed  perpen¬ 
dicular;  and  over  mountains  of  fnow,  which,  vield- 
mg  to  the  prefTure  of  the  feet,  threatened  to  bury 
the  paffenger  in  unfathomable  gulphs ;  and  a  very 
inconfiderable  force  would  have  been  fufficient  to 
arreft  their  progref  but  they  experienced  no  oppo- 
lition. 

Had  the  Ruffians  continued  in  the  confederacy, 
there  would,  doubilefs,  have  been  a  fufficient  force 
left  in  tire  V-al  di  Aojle,  to  have  prevented  the  pof- 
fibility  of  croffing  the  Alps;  but  it  is  evident,  that 
the  Audrians  had  not  troops  enough  to  meet  the 
determined  refidance  of  the  French  ioldiers,  and 
the  conf.immate  talents  of  the  General.  The  cou¬ 
rage  and  unconquerable  perfeverance  of  the  army -of 
Italy  had  occupied  ail  attention  of  Melas,  and  the 
flower  of  the  Audrian  armv,  during  the  whole  win- 
ter-;  and  though  ffiw  in  number,  required  the  unceaf- 
ing  vigilance  of  very  extenfive  forces  to  keep  them 
from  efcaping.  At  length,  General  Melas  having 
fecurelv  blockaded  MatTena  in  the  'own  of  Genoa, 
turned  his  arms  againd  General  Suchet,  whom  he 
bad  formerly  feparafed  from  the  main  bony  of  the 
•French  army.  Suchet,  who  had  but  a  fmall  body 
of  troops,  kept  up  a  war  of  pods,  which  anfwered 
the  chbf  pur-ofe  of  his  government,  that  of  gain¬ 
ing  time;  yet  he  was  forced  to  abandon  his  pofition 
at  Col  de  Tende,  and  retreat  before  luperior  num¬ 
bers.  The  Audrians,  by  the  middle  of  May  were 
on  the  frontiers  of  France,  and  Suchet,  finding  it 
hnpoffible  to  retain  Nice  any  longer,  gave  orders 
for  i‘s  evacuation,  making  good  his  retreat  acrofs 
the  Yar,  and  thereby  putting  the  whole  maritime 
Alps  in  pofllfficn  of  Melas.  The  principal  advan- 
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tages  gained  by  the  Auftuans  in  confequende  of 
thefe  movements,  was  a  temporary  confternation  in 
the  Southern  departments,  but  which  was  prefently 
allayed,  by 

A  PROCLAMATION 

“  Of  the  Prefect  of  the  Department  of  the  Var  to 
the  Municipal  Agents. 

Draguignon,  May  9tli. 

“  Temporary  fucceffes,  due  to  numbers  rather  than  to 
courage,  have  opened  to  the  enemy  the  road  to  our  fron¬ 
tiers  ;  they  menace  thofe  of  your  departments ;  if  they  ~ 
wifli  to  force  them,  they  ffiall  find  their  tombs;  of  this 
they  have  feveral  times  had  fatal  experience  ;  but  it  might 
be  poffible  that  malevolence  may  profit  by  our  momentary 
reverfes  to  excite  troubles.  You  are  magiftrates  of  the 
people,  you  ought  to  know  what  are  your  duties,  and 
your  refponfibility  :  it  is  in  difficult  moments  that  our 
faculties  ought  to  be  enlarged,  and  that  our  devotion 
ought  to  be  unlimited  :  we  muft  fet  the  example  of  facri- 
fices. 

“  Prepare  your  fellow  citizens  to  defend  themfelves 
with  the  energy  of  a  free  people,  ffiould  our  fabred  terri¬ 
tory  be  profaned  :  let  every  man  become  a  foldier;  let 
every  thing  be  ufed  for  arms,  ffiould  we  be  in  want  of 
them;  our  mountains,  our  pofitions,  place  us  in  a  ftate 
to  defend  ourfelves  with  our  fingle  means  ;  vve  ffiould  be 
invincible,  for  it  is  our  freedom  that  we  defend.  At 
your  voice,  let  that  love  of  your  country,  which  pro¬ 
duced  our  firft  fucceffes,  awake  in  all  arts ;  let  every  one 
rife,  and  be  ready  to  obey  that  terrible  cry,  which  I  am 
about  to  caufe  to  be  heard. — to  arms  1 

“  Health  and  Fraternity,  G.  Fauchet.” 

Whatever  objefts  Melas  had  in  view,  by  purfuing 
Suchet,  he  was  evidently  promoting  thofe  of  Buona¬ 
parte;  for  every  ftep  his  troops  took  towards  the 
department  of  the  Var  led  him  from  the  grand  fource 
of  mifchief  that  was  preparing  againft  him,  and 
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which  he  ought  to  have  been  prefent  to  fruflrate.  It 
was  certainly  of  confequence  to  prevent  any  kind 
of  communication  between  Maflena  and  Suchet; 
but,  with  a  powerful  Englifh  fleet  in  the  gulph  of 
Genoa,  it  would  only  have  been  necefl'ary  to  fecure 
the  Coi  de  Tends  to  have  anl  wered  that  purpofe  ;  and 
a  fmall  force  adting  with  an  energy  fimilar  to  that  of 
Suchet  and  his  corps,  would  have  fecured  that  pafs. 

Whether  it  was  the  genius  of  the  Conful,  or  of 
the  Min  fl  r  oi  War,  th:  ;  fanned  the  campaign,  has 
been  a  ir : .  r  of  c  pute  among  their  refpective 
friends;  but  r:-:'.e.  are  -.ubjefts  of  contention  that  the 
real  friends  O:  .  ranee  1  -  ouid  never  enter  into.  The 
arrangement  itfelf  evinced  fo  much  brilliancy  of 
talent,  and  its  execution  fo  much  military  Ikill,  that 
the  competitors  would  lofe  no  part  of  their  credit, 
if  they  were  to  admit  that  the  united  geniufes  of  Car¬ 
not,  Moreau,  and  Buonaparte,  had  all  contributed  in 
the  planing  and  executing  fuch  a  grand  defign. 

The  power  of  the  Allies  was  now  entirely  divided. 
A  glance  on  the  map,  fhev/s  the  armies  of  Melas  and 
Kray,  as  it  were,  at  the  two  extremities  of  a  tranverfe 
line,  of  immenfe  length,  and  The  French  army  placed 
between  them:  not  contenting  itfelf  with  the  nib¬ 
bling  warfare  of  dividing  fuch  corps  as  thofe  of 
Maflena  and  Suchet,  but  preparing  itfelf  to  diflolve 
the  whole  power  of  the  Confederacy,  andlay  it  prof- 
trate  at  the  foot  of  France. 
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CHAPTER  XIV. 

Extraordinary  military  Preparations.  —  Faff  age  of 
Mount  St.  Bernard.— Aojie  and  Chatillon  taken. — Dif¬ 
ficulties  at  Fort  de  Barre  and  the  Rock  Albaredo. — La¬ 
bours  and  Fatigues  of  the  Confal- — Ivrea ,  Romagno,  and 
JD ircelli  taken. 

THE  Army  of  Referve,  led  on  by  General  Lafnes, 
commander  of  the  vanguard,  faw  everywhere  flying 
before  it  the  terrified  inhabitants,  who,  alarmed  at  the 
diftant  view  of  fo  many  foldiers,  deferted  their  abodes 
and  fought  (helter  among  the  rocks  of  ice  and  fnow. 
They  had  already  reached  Sr.  Peter,  at  the  verge  of 
the  great  mountain  St.  Bernard,  on  the  15th  of  May, 
General  Berthier  afting  a?  commander  in  chief,  or, 
rather,  as  Buonaparte’s  lieutenant.  At  St.  Peter  the 
whole  park  of  artillery  and  ammunition  was  collected, 
but  of  what  ufe  was  it  to  the  army  ?  they  had  to  meet 
the  enemy  on  the  other  fide  of  the  Alps ;  and,  if  Ha- 
nibal  had  eroded  thefe  mountains  before,  it  was  be- 
caufe  he  had  not  fuch  heavy  and  embarraffing  ord¬ 
nance  to  tranfport. 

The  height  of  the  mountain,  over  which  it  was  ne- 
ceflary  for  them  to  pars,  was  onethoufand  eight  hun¬ 
dred  feet  above  the  ievei  of  the  fea:  it  requires  two 
days  to  climb  to  the  top  of  it;  not  becaufe  of  its 
height,  but  on  account  of  the  ice,  which  conftantly  en¬ 
velopes  it. 

The  naturalifts  who  travel  among  thefe  mountains 
furnifli  themfelves  with  a  long  flick,  a  hatchet,  and 
cramp-irons,  to  prevent  them  from  Aiding  :  it  is  alfo 
necefiary  to  be  provided  with  food  and  with  guides. 
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In  rammer  as  well  as  in  winter  thefe  aim  oft  inac- 
certble  rocks  fwaiiow  up  many  an  incautious  traveller 
who  has  the  temerity  to  ftray  among  them :  ftupen- 
dous  blocks  of  ice  i'ometiines  roll  from  the  top  of 
Blount  Volaud,  capable  of  burying  two  hundred  per¬ 
iods  ! 

Upon  the  Great  St.  Bernard  is  a  monaftery  of  Ber¬ 
nardino— a  religious-order  of  men,  who  are  perfectly 
facisSed  with  three  months  of  fummerand  three  hours 
of  fine  weather  in  a  day,  during  this  fleeting  feafon, 
ia  exchange  for  the  numerous  privations  that  they 
are  obliged  to  fuffer  in  this  drearv  abode,  in  confe- 
quence  of  its  affording  them  unufuai  opportunities  of 
doing  good. 

The  monaftery  has  much  the  appearance  of  a  large 
inn :  and  there  are,  befide,  a:  a  fniall  diflance,  two 
other  houfes,  which  depend  upon  it.  Here,  as  at 
many  convents  on  the  continent,  are  good  ftores  of 
every  thing  agreeable  and  comfortable,  accompanied 
with  fuavity  and  kiudnefs,  which  money  cannot  fo 
well  procure  when  it  is  exchanged  againft,  as  ar¬ 
ticles  of  barter. 

Among  the  ingenious  acts  of  benevolence  that  thefe 
voluntary  exiles  practice,  for  the  ben  Ac  of  their  fellow 
creatures,  is  the  pains  they  take  in  inftru&ing  the 
canine  fpecies  to  alleviate  and  reduce  the  number  of 
accidents  peculiar  to  the  vicinity.  Morning  and 
evening  the  dogs  of  the  monaftery  are  lent  out  to  ex¬ 
plore  the  frozen  caverns  of  the  heights;  and  if,  in 
their  iournies  of  dilcovery,  they  hear  the  cries  of  any 
unfortunate  creature,  they  run  towards  the  fpor,  ex- 
prefs  their  joy,  and  exert  all  the  powers  of  their  in- 
ftinci  to  encourage- the  hopes  of  the  engdpbed  fuf- 
|;rsrs  to  expect  affifiance.  They  haiten  back  to  the 
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convent,  and,  with  an  air  of  difquietude,  announce 
what  they  have  feen  :  upon  fuch  occafions  a  fmali 
baiket  is  fattened  round  the  dog’s  neck,  filled  with 
food  proper  for  reanimating  life,  and  proper  perfons 
are  difpatched  with  the  fugacious  .meflenger  to  affift 
in  fnatching  the  unfortunate  creatures  from  deftruc- 
tion. 

The  curiofity  cf  the  French,  and  the  contternation 
of  the  inhabitants  at  their  approach,  filled  many  a 
craving  aperture  in  thele  yawning  gulphs  with  unex¬ 
pected  death.  It  was  foon  reported  in  the  camp  that 
the  chapel  was  filled  w’ith  dead  bodies,  that  the  dogs 
had  difcovered  in  the  fnow:  a  fenfe  of  danger  made 
fo  firong  an  impreffion  upon  the  minds  of  the  French, 
that  they  carefied  thefe  dogs  with  fuch  emotions  of 
pleafure  as  at  once  befpoke  their  apprehenfions  and 
gratitude. 

he  sight  and  defcription  of  this  mountain  was,  of 
itfelf,  enough  to  fubdue  the  hardieft  veteran,  without 
his  poflelling  a  French  imagina'lon  to  magnify  the 
dangers.  The  cold  is  exceffive,  even  in  the  middle 
of  fummer ;  not  a  tree,  or  even  a  fmali  flirub,  is  there 
to  remind  one  of  the  empire  of  vegetation ;  no  herb 
nor  green  leaf  offers  a  pleafing  verdure :  birds  never 
haunt  thefe  regions  or  repofe  in  them  from  wearinefs 
offiight!  It  haspleafed  nature  to  leave  this  part  wild 
and  barren:  a  vaft  extent  of  fnow,  on  every  fide, 
yields  a  melancholy  and  monotonous  profpedl:  rocks 
of  a  greyilh  colour,  great  heaps  of  ice — an  immenfe 
perfpeCtive  of  mountains  in  a  chain,  always  white, 
and  a  frightful  file  nee  !  from  the  contemplation  of  all 
which  the  mind  is  never  interrupted  but  by  the  fight 
of-  louds,  that  either  appear  to  precipitate  themfelves 
st  the  foot  of  the  mountain  or  to  furround  you  en- 
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tireiy.  Such  are  the  gloomy  beauties  which  are  to  be 
feen  in  the  face  of  nature  by  travellers  who  vifit  theie 
elevated  points  of  our  hemifphere. 

Who  could  believe  that  men  have  confented  to  af- 
fociate  in  thefe  high  mountain-tops,  and  make  it  their 
principal  occupation  to  fuccour  the  unfortunate  who 
are  in  danger  of  perilling,  and  who  often  do  peri  ft), 
in  thefe  dangerous  paftes ! 

Whenever  the  winds,  the  rain,  the  hail,  or  the 
fndw,  have,  during  winter,  covered  or  fpoiled  the 
footpath,  the  guides  of  the  country  come  with  their 
mules,  in  order  to  difcover  the  traces;  and  then,  to 
reftore  it,  they  pafs  and  repafs  over  it,  till  it  is  again 
practicable;  this  operation  continues  fometime;- four 
or  five  days:  if  it  happens  at  that  time,  which  is 
fometimes  the  cafe,  that  a  froft  fets  in,  as  fevere  as  it 
can  be  in  Ruflia,  that  favourable  moment  is  feized  for 
provifioning  the  monaftery. 

During  the  fummer  this  paftage  is  not  much  Iefs 
difficult  and  dangerous :  the  rains  penetrating  into  the 
mountains  of  fnow  melt  them,  in  a  manner  fcarcely 
vifible;  large  cavities  are  formed  therein,  over  which 
the  traveller  walks,  unaware;  until,  all  on  a  fudden, 
a  gulph  opens  under  his  fteps,  and  occaftons  him  to 
difappear  in  the  twinkling  of  an  eye  !  A  hard  froft  is 
preferred,  becaufe  any  one  may  then  fafely  travel  over 
the  fnow. 

At  two  hundred  paces  below  the  convent  is  fituated 
a  lake,  the  depth  of  which  is  not  known,  and  which 
is  fcarcely  ever  thawed :  the  fnow  colle&s  in  heaps, 
and  covers  in  fuch  a  manner  the  frozen  furface  of 
thefe  paflages,  that  travellers  often  ftide  under  it  with¬ 
out  being  able  to  avoid  it.  Till  this  period  of  time 
neither  artillery  nor  ammunition  had  crofted  either 
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mountain :  however,  it  became  neceffary  to  confider 
the  queftion,  What  is  an  army,  in  the  prefent  day, 
without  artillery  ?  its  neceffity  in  this  refpedl  was  im¬ 
perious.  In  vain  did  infinite  obftacles  preient  them- 
lelves  to  frighten  the  moft  ardent  imaginations  :  every¬ 
thing  was  forefeen  by  the  Genius  which  conceived  this 
daring  enterprife,  and  everything  was  contrived  to 
carry  it  into  full  execution. 

The  artillery  corps  immediately  fet  about  difmount- 
ing  the  cannon,  caifToons,  forget  &c.  piecemeal. 
Gaffendi,  Infpedtor  of  Ordnance,  was  ordered  to  hol¬ 
low  a  number  of  the  trunks  of  trees  after  the  nature 
of  troughs,  in  which  the  pieces  of  cannon  might  fafely 
Aide,  and  which  five  or  fix  hundred  men,  according 
to  the  weight  of  metal,  were  appropriated  to  draw  up 
thefe  tremendous  heights  :  the  wheels  were  carried  by 
hand  upon  poles;  and  fledges,  made exprefsly  for  the 
purpofc,  at  Auxonne,  conveyed  the  axletrees  and  the 
empty  caifToons ^  and,  laftly,  mules  were  loaded  with 
ammunition  in  boxes  made  of  fir. 

In  order  to  encourage  this  very  arduous  labour, 
from  four  to  five  hun  dred  livres  were  offered  for  every 
cannon,  with  its  ammunition,  fo  conveyed  :  the  exer¬ 
tion  of  a  whole  batt.  non  was  requifite  for  the  con¬ 
veyance  of  one  field  piece,  with  its  neceffary  ammuni¬ 
tion  :  one  half  of  a  regiment  could  only  draw  the  load 
while  the  other  half  was  obliged  to  carry  the  knap- 
facks,  firelocks,  cartridge-boxes,  canteens,  kettles, 
and,  more  efpeciaiiy,  five  days  provhions,  in  bread, 
meat,  fait,  and  bificv.it !  The  whole  of  thefe  accou¬ 
trements  and  neceffaries  might  make  a  weight  of  be¬ 
tween  fixty  and  feventy  pounds.  The  men  yoked 
themfelves,  about  one  hundred  to  a  cable,  and  in  this 
manner  they  dragged  the  caimon  up  the  mountains 


210  THE  LIFE  OF 

General  Marmont  commanded  upon  this  memorable 

occafion. 

The  heavy  baggage  was  fent  back  to  Laufanne, 
the  Coni’ul  hirnfelf  only  taking  what  might  be  deemed 
abfolutely  neceifary.  The  firft  divifion  of  the  army, 
commanded  by  General  Watrin,  followed  the  move- 
irent  of  the  vanguard;  the  main  body  of  the  army 
followed  at  no  great  d, fiance.  They  were  obliged  to 
amend  one  by  one:  nobody  was  tempted  to  endea¬ 
vour  to  get  before  his  comrade,  as  it  might  have  oc- 
cauoned  his  being  irrecoverably  fwallowed  up  in  the 
fnow.  The  head  of  the  Indian  file  column  halted  every 
now-and-then,  of  which  advantage  was  always  takdn 
by  the  foldiers  to  allay  their  thirft,  by  foaking  their 
bifcuits  in  the  water  of  the  melted  fnow ;  and,  fuch 
were  the  fatigues  of  the  pafi'age,  that  thefe  refrefh- 
ments  appeared  to  them  quite  delicious. 

It  took  five  hours  to  clamber  as  high  as  the  mo- 
nailery;  at  that  time  every  one  was  indulged  with  a 
glafs  of  wine.  “  This  very  liquor,  though  actually, 
frozen  (fays  Monfieur  Petit)  warmed  us  and  recruited 
our  ftrength ;  no  one,  not  even  the  mofi  avaricious 
among  us,  would  have  exchanged  that  fingle  draught 
for  ah  the  gold  in  Mexico.  „ 

“  We  had  fiill  a  journey  of  fix  leagues  to  make,  but 
the  rapidity  of  the  defcent  rendered  thofe  eighteen 
miles  truly  terrible :  at  every  ftep  we  met  with  deep 
crevices,  formed  by  the  melting  of  fnow;  and  it  was 
in  vain  we  held  our  horfes  faft  by  the  clofed  reins  of 
their  bridles,  that  did  not  prefer. v«  them  from  danger¬ 
ous,  and  fometimes  fatal,  Hides r  the  men  themfelves, 
in  fpite  of  all  their  precautions,  often  fell;  and,  what¬ 
ever  difficulties  they  buffered  in  recovering  themfdves, 
thev  ftiii  tan  rifk  of  drawing  their  hories  out  of  the 
path  and  peri  filing  with. them.” 
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Buonaparte  entered  the  Monaftery,  accompanied  by 
the  prior  of  the  Houfe  of  Convalefcence,  who  had  fol¬ 
lowed  us;  but  he  (laid  there  only  an  hour,  when,  on 
quitting  it,  he  exhorted  thefe  refpe&able  hermits  to 
continue  to  deferve  well  of  humanity. 

The  Conful’s  mules  and  horfes  were  in  the  train  of 
the  army;  for  his  own  part,  being  willing,  no  doubt, 
to  rejoin  it  by  the  Ihorteft  road-,  he  entered  a  path 
which  fome  infantry  purfued.  Towards  the  middle 
of  this  march  the  defcent  was  fo  fteep  that  he  was 
obliged  to  Side  down  it,  upon  his  breech,  from  a 
height  of  about  two  hundred  feet ;  and,  in  croffing  the 
lake  before  mentioned,  he  had  very  nearly  been 
Swallowed  up  by  a  collection  of  thawed  fnow.  The 
holes,  into  which  the  Soldiers  fell  every  inftant,  ren¬ 
dered  this  part  of  their  journey  over  the  mountains 
more  fatiguing  than  the  afcending  them :  they  had 
commenced  their  march  at  midnight  and  did  not  ar¬ 
rive  at  the  end  of  it  till  nine  o’clock  in  the  evening; 
for  fourteen  leagues  thev  had  fcarcelv  eaten  any  food, 
yet  extreme  fatigue,  and  great  want  of  Seep,  made 
them  ealily  forget  the  badnefs  of  their  flipper. 

Before  Buonaparte  afcended  the  mountain  he  wrote 
to  his  brother  Lucien,  Minifter  of  the  Interior,  a  Let¬ 
ter,  which  arrived  at  Paris  on  the  23d  of  May,  dated 

“  Markgni,  May  18,  at  niglit. 

“  I  am  at  the  foot  of  the  Great  Alps,  in  the  midft  of  the 
Valais.  The  Great  St.  Bernard  offered  many-  obftacles, 
which  have  been  furmounted.  The  third  of  the  artillery 
is  in  Italy  :  the  army  is  defcending  by  forced  marches. 
Berthier  is  in  Piedmont.  In  three  day  all  will  be  o’er.” 

■“  Bonaparte.” 

The  advanced  guard,  under  General  Lafnes,  took  a 
few  hours  to  refrefh  their  haralfed  bodies  and  marched 
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to  attack  Aofte,  capital  of  the  dutchy  of  that  name,  and 
the  fir  ft  town  in  Piedmont.  The  inhabitants  are  a  Am¬ 
ple  people,  quite  indifferent  as  to  who  governs  them. 
An  Hungarian  battalion  attempted  to  defend  the. town, 
but  it  was  obliged  to  retire  with  lofs,  when  a  depu¬ 
tation  of  the  place  fet  out  to  wait  upon  the  Conful 
with  compliments  of  furrender. 

From  hence  the  army  proceeded  to  Chatillon,  a 
town  alfo  in  the  dutchy  of  Aofte,  fltuated  on  the 
Doria  Baitea,  three  leagues  South-eaft  of  Aofte.  Ge¬ 
neral  Lafnes,.  in  advancing  towards  it,  was  informed 
that  the  enemy  v.as  difpofed  to  make  a  refiftance  on 
a  drawbridge,  conftrudfed  on  a  precipice,  over  which, 
fo  as  to  avoid  this  pafs,  it  was  not  poftibie  for  in¬ 
fantry  to  make  their  way.  Without  a  moment’s  he- 
fitaticn  the  chief  of  hrigade,  Fournier,  fprang  for¬ 
wards,  and  with  the  12  th  Hu  (Tars,  attacked  them  in 
fo  briik  a  manner,  that  in  a  ftiort  time  the  force 
which  had  advanced  to  defend  the  pafs  was  over¬ 
thrown  or  fabred,  and  the  paflage  cleared  or"  every 
man  of  the  enemy,  who  loft  40  of  Ferdinand’s 
hufiars  prifoners,  with  200  infantry,  and  a  three- 
pounder,  which  compofed  the  whole  of  their  artil¬ 
lery.  The  fugitives  were  >  urfued  as  far  as  Fort  de 
Barre,  having  only  bare  time  to  raife  the  drawbridge 
after  them.  The  impetuofity  of  the  French  here 
led  them  into  amiftake,  which  decidedly  proves,  that, 
if  they  had  been  matched  by  an  enemy  any  way 
their  equal,  either  in  vigilance  or  refources,  it  would 
not  have  been  difficult  to  have  flopped  their  progrefs. 
In  cnooujig  to  pafs  the  fo-  they  had  taken  the 
moft  dangerous  routes.  To  communicate  a  juft  idea 
of  the  difficulties  to  be  encountered  at  the  fort,  or 
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rather  rock,  de  Barre;  it  is  neceflary  only  to  defcribe 
its  military  and  geographical  (filiation: 

Under  a  military  point  of  view,  this  rock  flopped 
fhort  the  whole  army,  and  pent  it  up  as  it  were  in 
a  narrow  neck,  where  four  days  would  have  been 
fufflcient  to  have  exbaufted  the  whole  of  their  fub- 
fiflence,  and  which  the  difficult  and  toiifome  paf- 
fage  over  Mount  St.  Bernard,  had  left  no  means  of 
fupplying.  With  refpedl  to  its  geographical  confi- 
deration,  nature,  without  any  aid  from  art,  had  formed 
•this  rock  of  fuch  materials,  that  it  might  truly  be 
confidered  as  impregnable ;  and,  to  render  its  accef- 
fibility  the  more  difficult,  had  conferred  on  it  the 
form  of  a  fugar-loaf.  The  road  is  at  its  foot,  which 
is  watered  by  the  Doria,  a  deep,  rapid,  and  dangerous 
river,  whofe  oppofite  bank  is  alfo  formed  of  high 
rocks,  inacceffible  to  man,  and  which  ferve  only  for 
the  habitation  of  marmots  and  fcreechowls.  To 
the  left  of  the  arch  are  feen  other  rocks,  not  lefs 
elevated  than  the  former,  but  kfs  imprafficahle,  be¬ 
ing  even  ftrewed,  here  and  there,  with  vines,  to 
which  the  fad  inhabitants  of  this  country  have  accefs> 
by  means  of  fleps  cut  in  the  rocks. 

There  was  but  one  of  two  courfes  to  purfue,  that 
of  taking  the  fort  by  aflault,  or  cf  feeking  for  ano¬ 
ther  paflage,  which,  by  avoiding  the  fort,  might 
enable  the  army  to  purfue  its  route.  Each  of  thefe 
meafures  appeared  to  bid  equal  defiance  to  force  and 
ingenuity.  But  the  genius  of  Buonaparte  infpired 
the  whole  body,  and  it  was  on  this  occafion,  more 
perhaps  than  on  any  other,  proved,  that  nothing  is 
imjiof/ible  to  him  tube  is  re/olved  to  eff'ett  his  object. 

Three  companies  of  grenadiers  poflcfTed  themfelves 
■of  the  fuburbs  of  the  place,  and  lodged  therein. 
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During  the  dav  they  hid  themfelves,  that  they 
might  not  be  cannonaded  by  the  guns  of  the  fort. 
Bot,  neverthelefs,  through  the  cafements  they  Ihot 
all  thofe  who  fliewed  themfelves  through  the  em¬ 
brasures  and  notches  of  the  wall,  and  in  this  way 
greatly  difquieted  the  enemy. 

It  has  already  been  obferved,  that  art  had  left  the 
fortification  of  the  rock  de  Barre  to  nature  entirely. 
Twenty-two  pieces  of  cannon,  a  garrifon  of  500 
men,  feveral  mortars,  with  fome  advanced  works, 
defended  its  approach,  which  the  above  means  ren¬ 
dered  very  difficult. 

About  eleven  o’clock  at  nlghn  by  the  light  of  the 
moon,  the  chief  of  brigade  of  the  56th,  at  the  head 
of  feveral  companies  of  grenadiers,  marched  filently 
acrofs  the  great  blocks  of  ftone  and  rock  fcattered 
here  and  there,  reached  the  pallifades,  climbed  over 
them,  amidft  a  ffiowerof  balls,  and  forced  the  enemy, 
with  the  bayonet  at  their  backs,  from  work  to  work, 
t‘!!j  full  of  terror,  they  retired  in  diforder  within 
the  caftle ;  all  this  while  the  cannon  was  thundering, 
and  the  firing  of  the  mufketry  inceffant.  Canifter 
fhot,  grenades,  and  howitzers,  for  fome  time  checked 
the  impeiuofity  of  the  French.  Rollers  from  the 
top  of  the  parapet  were  thrown  down  with  precipi¬ 
tancy  upon  the  affailants,  and  cruflied  many  to  death 
on  the  fpot ;  the  chief  of  brigade  himfelf  was  mor¬ 
tally  wounded  in  this  manner.  In  this  fituation  a 
retreat  was  thought  adviieable:  it  was  effected  with¬ 
out  confufion,  but  the  French  had  to  regret  the 
iofs  of  a  number  of  intrepid  loldiers,  killed  or  badly 
wounded. 

It  was  now  abfolutely  neceffary  to  avoid  the  fort. 
By  dint  of  perfeverence  in  refearch,  it  was  found, 
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after  clambering  from  one  flight  of  fteps  to  another, 
that  the  rock  called  Albaredo  was  to  be  efcalaaed, 
whence  the  men  might,  though  with  inconceivable  dif¬ 
ficulty,  defcend  again,  or  rather  roll  down,  on  the 
other  fide.  All  the  while  they  aftended  thofe  Heps, 
a  battery  played  upon  them  unceafingly:  they  took 
the  precaution,  as  faft  as  they  got  up,  to  incline  ten 
or  twelve  paces,  fheltered  in  fome  degree  from  the 
enemy’s  fhot.  That  was  not  all  they  had  to  do  ; 
for,  before  they  had  afcended  three  parts  of  the  way, 
they  were  openly  expofed  during  the  fpace  of  ten 
minutes;  and  this  inconvenience  fuggefted  the  ex¬ 
pediency  of  raifing  a  light  piece  of  four-pound  or¬ 
dinance  to  the  place,  which,  by  incredible  efforts, 
was  accomplifhed,  through  a  cleft  in  the  rock,  though 
the  height  was  1,200  feet.  This  Angle,  but  fer- 
viceable  gun,  fired  unceafingly  upon  the  enemy’s 
battery,  which  it  fully  expofed  and  commanded. 
The  advanced  guard  in  this  manner  afcended  the 
rock,  though  not  without  extreme  difficulty,  fince 
they  were  obliged  to  follow  one  by  one.  Here,  as 
on  Mount  St.  Bernard,  the  troops  were  obliged  to 
lie  upon  their  arms. 

The  cavalry  were  ftill  more  fatigued  than  the  in¬ 
fantry,  for  the  horfes  were  obliged,  like  the  native 
goats,  to  leap  from  fione  to  ftone ;  and,  aftonifhing 
as  it  is  to  relate,  it  is  not  the  lefs  true,  that,  guided 
by  a  powerful  and  unerring  inftinfl,  they  knew  how 
to  avoid  the  misfortune  of  rolling  headlong  down 
the  dreadful  precipices!  neverthelefs,  in  this  way, 
the  French  loft  a  number  of  thefe  valuable  creatures, 
as  well  as  fome  mules. 

The  afcending  place  of  the  rock  of  Albaredo 
was  lefs  practicable  than  Mfcunt  Saint  Bernard,  it 


THE  LITE  OF 


216 

was,  therefore,  deemed  indilpenfible  to  make  ufe  of 
the  fuburbs  or  bafleviile,  coft  what  it  might,  with 
refpeCt  to  its  exoofure.  Precautions,  unheard  of 
before,  were  taken  for  the  marching  through  it. 
Havbands  were  twifted  round  the  wheels  of  all  The 
carriages,  and  the  paved  road  covered  with  dung, 
in  order  to  deaden  their  found  as  they  proceeded. 
Thirty  meu  w  ere  harnelfed,  one  before  another,  to 
a  piece  of  ordnance,  or  ammunition  tumbril,  ready 
to  fesze  the  moment  when  they  might  make  the  leaft 
noife  pofiible ;  but  fometimes  the  enemy  was  aware 
of  what  was  doing,  and  would  fire  upon  them, 
many  .were  killed  or  wounded.  The  French  polled 
a  cannon  in  the  belfry  of  the  church,  in  the  fuburbs, 
which  was  abie  to  batter  in  breach,  and  effectually 
to  demolifn  a  tower  above  the  gate  of  the  taftle: 
but  the  force  which  defended  it,  feeing  themfelves 
deprived  of  every  help,  and  fearing  an  alfault,  fur- 
rendered  ptifoners  of  war. 

The  F,  ft  Confu!  went  feveral  times,  accompanied 
by  General  Berthier,  to  view  the  works  of  the 
enemy.  He  alcended  the  mountain  on  foot,  and 
continued  feveral  hours  upon  its  fnrrsmit,  whence 
the  eye  could  eafily  and  fully  furvey  the  calile. 
Greatiy  f.  tigued  by  the  laborious  afeent,  and  ren¬ 
dered  faint  by  the  extreme  heat  of  the  weather,  he 
laid  himfelf  down  in  the  open  air,  and  fell  afleep. 
Each  of  the  foldiers,  as  they  fiied  before  him,  con¬ 
templated  his  perfon  with  peculiar  intereft,  and  took 
parties' !ar  care  not  to  interrupt  that  repefe  fo  necef- 
fary  to  his  exigence,  and,  which  had,  as  it  were, 
been  forced  upon  him. 

Having  furmounted  thefe  dangers  and  difficulties, 
a  divifion  under  Gene^l  Boudet  proceeded  to  Ivrea^ 
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»nd  reached  that  place  oh  the  23d  of  May.  Tne 
enemy  had  a  garrifon  in  the  citadel,  which  feemed 
at  firft  determined  to  defend  the  town,  but  they 
were  too  few  in  number  to  relift  the  vaft  power  that 
was  advancing  againft  them.  The  French  took 
14  pieces  of  cannon,  with  a  proportionate  quan¬ 
tity  of  ammunition,  and  200  prisoners,  befides  twice 
that  number  in  purfuing  them  from  thence  towards 
Turin. 

The  Marquifate  in  which  Ivrea  is  fituated  was 
founded  by  Charlemagne.  It  is  fituated  partly  in  a 
plain,  and  partly  on  a  hill,  and  contains  about  7,000 
inhabitants.  There  are  Hill  fome  remains  of  an  an¬ 
cient  fortrefs,  called  II  Caftellazzo,  fuppofed  to  have 
been  built  by  Ardouin,  firft  marquis  of  Ivrea.  Its 
inhabitants  are  the  defcendants  of  a  Roman  colony, 
fent  thither  during  the  fixth  Confullhip  of  Marius, 
It  is  about  eight  leagues  North  of  Turin. 

The  main  army  having  climbed  over  the  moun¬ 
tain  of  Albaredo,  in  the  manner  deferibed,  filed  off 
by  this  town,  which  feafonably  furnilhed  the  troops 
with  bread,  wine,  meat,  and  rice,  objects  fo  indif- 
penfibly  neceffary  lo  their  fubfiftence.  No  fooner 
were  they  fupplied  with  thefe  articles,  than  their 
hearts  were  again  elated  with  joy;  and  the  prefent 
abundance  effaced  the  remembrance  of  the  cruel 
hardlhips  and  privations  they  had  endured. 

Here  it  will  be  proper  to  relate  an  occurrence, 
which  will  Ihew,  in  a  ftriking  manner,  how  little 
the  Allies  feem  to  have  been  prepared  for  the  difafter* 
which  were  fufpended  over  their  heads. 

Four  or  five  thoufand  of  the  fugitive  Auftrians, 
alTembled  in  hafte  from  Turin  and  the  adjacent  gar- 
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rifons,  united  themfelves  to  about  2,000,  whom  the 
French  had  driven  before  them  the  day  before,  and  took 
op  a  pofition  at  Romagno,  where  they  intrenched 
themfelves.  They  were  covered  by  a  deep  river,  the 
bridge  of  which  had  not  been  cut  down,  owing,  as 
it  is  imagined,  to  the  contempt  in  which  they  held 
the  invading  army,  from  entire  ignorance  of  its  force 
as  well  as  defigns.  They  faid  openly  among  them¬ 
felves  that  the  report  of  Buonaparte  commanding  this 
army  in  perfon  was  falfe ;  that  it  was  an  adventurer, 
who  refembled  him,  or  it  might  be  one  of  his  bro¬ 
thers,  who  had  put  himfelf  at  the  head  of  a  collection 
of  Italian  refugees,  without  artillery,  and  without 
cavalry,  who  were  throwing  themfelves  away,  to  turn 
or  divert  their  main  operations  before  Genoa.  One 
part  of  them  boafted  befide,  that  they  only  feigned 
to  retreat,  in  order  to  draw  the  French  into  more  open 
gro  ’nd,  to  cut  them  with  more  eafe  to  pieces. 

The  next  day  General  Lafnes,  at  the  head  of  his 
advanced  guard,  put  an  end  to  their  ridiculous  ftories 
and  their  vain  hopes  together.  Romagno  was  car¬ 
ried  by  the  bayonet;  the  bridge  and  the  redoubts 
were  foon  cleared :  the  dead  and  the  wounded 
were  left  on  the  fpot,  and  the  fugitives  were  again 
purfued  in  various  directions.  This  iva3  a  dearly 
paid-for  lgflon  .hey  acquired  of  the  bravery  of  thofe 
troops  they  had  fo  much  defpifed  a  little  while  be¬ 
fore.  Their  cavalry,  indeed,  taking  advantage  of 
an  open  fpace,  and  a  favourable  terrein ,  faced  about, 
charged  the  French  infantry,  which,  from  too  much 
ardour  in  the  purfuit,  had  feparated ;  but,  the  nth 
and  12th  demi-brigadea  of  the  hufiars  were  near  at 
hand,  united  to  the  x6th  light,  to  the  28th  and  44th 
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of  the  line,  and  entirely  drove  off  the  enemy  towards 
Turin. 

Buonaparte,  in  order  the  better  to  conceal  his 
defigns,  on  the  26th  of  May,  caufed  two  divifions  to 
menace  Turin,  whilft  the  advanced  guard,  under 
General  Lafnes,  immediately  proceeded  to  the  Chiuf- 
fella  and  the  Po,  which  obliged  the  enemy  to  crofs 
the  latter,  where  they  took  up  a  pofition  on  its  right 
bank  :  thus,  while  the  attention  of  the  Auftrians 
was  occupied  by  the  movements  of  thefe  corps,  the 
divifion  of  cavalry,  under  the  orders  of  General 
Murat,  took  the  route  of  Milan,  and,  on  the  27th  of 
May,  entered  Verceili. 

On  the  Eaftern  border  of  Piedmont,  affairs  were 
now  brought  precifely  into  that  Hate  that  the  Conlul 
wifhed.  The  whole  of  Italy  was  now  open  to  him, 
and  he  had  a  much  fhorter  diftance  between  him  and 
Milan  than  his  enemy  had"  to  reach  him,  even  if 
he  were  difpofed  to  raife  the  liege  of  Genoa  to  at¬ 
tack  him. 
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CHAPTER  XV. 

Preparations  in  the  Var  to  meet  General  Melas. — In¬ 
telligence  from  Majfena. — An  Infurreftion  in  Corfca. — 
Capture  of  the  Genereux  and  the  GuilleaumeTell. — Hopes  , 
Pltajures ,  and  Difappointments ,  of  the  Allies. — Difpofi- 
tion  of  the  French  Forces. 

CjtENER  AL  Melas  continued  to  ptirfue  the  French 
and  to  advance  towards  the  Var;  in  hopes  of  inducing 
the  difcontented  Royalifts  of  the  South  to  raife  an  in- 
furred’on  and  employ  the  forces  of  General  Suchet 
on  that  fide  the  river:  the  blockade  of  Genoa  was, 
In  the  meantime,  entrufted  to  Generals  Ott  and  Ho- 
henzollern.  The  alarms  of  the  French,  however, 
hardly  extended  beyond  Antibes ;  for  Carnot  had 
provided  a  force  of  from  fifteen  to  twenty  thoufand 
troops;  principally  formed  of  confcripts  newly  en- 
lifled.  who  were  to  enter  the  Ligurian  Republic  by 
that  frontier,  under  the  command  of  Generals  St. 
Hilaire  and  Rochambeau.  Some  few  fanguine  fpirits 
-—half  Royalifts — half  Jacobins,  did  raife  the  ftandard 
of  infurredion,  but  they  were  inflantly  taken  and 
fliot;  and  Suchet  began  to  prepare  for  (hutting  Melas 
lip  in  Nice,  at  leaft  as  fecurely  as  Mafiena  was  fhut  up 
at  Gei  oa. 

The  wifdom-  of  the  French  Government  was 
evinced  in  this  inftance,  not  only  in  having  made  all 
the  fuperior  generals  acquainted  with  the  grea:  objed: 
which  their  efforts  were  to  effed,  but  in  having  efta- 
biilhed  the  bed  ppflibie  communication  with  each,  fo 
as  to  give  a  fu>  rior  degree  of  rapidity  to  all  their 
motions.  Thus  Suchet,  though  at  fo  great  a  diftance 
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from  the  Army  of  Referve,  knew  all  that  it  was  doing, 
by  the  facility  of  telegraphic  difpatches,  which  Go¬ 
vernment  contrived  to  fend  upon  all  occafions  where 
local  obftru&ions  did  not  interpole;  and  thus  Maf- 
fena,  who  was  fo  furrounded,  both  on  the  land  and 
fea  fide,  as  to  be  expofed  to  all  the  diflrefies  of  famine, 
received  a  packet-boat,  with  intelligence  whenever 
the  Britifh  cruifers  were  driven  off  the  Ihore. 

On  the  6th  of  May  General  St.  Hilaire  wrote  to 
Buonaparte,  from  his 

“  Head  Quarters  at  Marseilles. 

“  Citizen  First  Consul, 

“  The  news  I  have  received  from  the  army,  dated  the 
3d,  informs  me,  that  the  general  in  chief,  Maffena,  defend* 
himfelf  like  a  lion  at  Genoa  ;  that  the  enemy  dare  not  block 
him  in,  except  by  diftant  pofitions  :  he  has  made  a  fortie, 
and  killed  800  Auftrians  and  taken  1,200  prifoners. 

“  Five  fhips,  laden  with  grain,  have  arrived  at  Genoa, 
and  other  final!  vefle!';  are  daily  arriving.  The  general  in 
chief  has  anfwered  a  flag  of  truce,  fent  by  the  enemy, 

8  That,  while  he  has  an  ounce  of  bread  to  eat,  or  a  drop 
of  blood  in  his  veins,  he  will  fight;  and  that  he  will  fooner 
■bury  himfelf  in  the  ruins  of  Genoa  than  abandon  it  to  the 
enemy  !’  The  Ligurians  perform  wonders. 

M  Health  and  refpeft, 

St.  Hilaire." 

TThe  fpirited  conduct  of  Madeira  was  not  merely 
founded  upon  his  hopes  of  the  Firft  Conlul  being  able 
to  raife  the  fiege  by  the  middle  of  June,  but  that  he 
iliould  be  fure  of  a  fupply  from  Corfica,  that  would 
enable  him  to  hold  out  till  that  time. 

The  local  fituation  of  that  ifland  had  induced  the 
French  Government  to  form  a  depot  there,  witha 
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view  of  keeping  a  fmall  number  of  feluccas  always 
loaded  with  provifions,  ready  to  elude  the  blockade, 
whenever  the  contrary  currents  and  ltill  calms  might 
prevent  Lord  Keith’s  vetfels  from  flretching  to  the 
Eafhvard.  Salicette,  the  old  friend  and  early  patron 
of  the  Conful,  was  appointed  to  the  command  of 
Corfica,  with  a  general’s  commiffion,  and  the  fup- 
ply  of  the  magazine  was  entrufted  to  his  adminif- 
tration. 

Salicette  foon  found  that  he  had  undertaken  a  mif- 
fion  of  confiderable  difficulty  ;  for  the  vigilance  of  the 
Englifh  prevented  fuccours  ever  reaching  Corfica 
from  the  coaft  of  France  ;  and  it  was  known,  by  way 
of  Leghorn,  that  Lord  Keith  had  been  informed,  as 
early  as  the  24th  of  April,  that  Genoa  had  only  four¬ 
teen  days  provifions  in  the  city. 

The  Englifh  admiral  had  refolved  that  the  blockade 
fhould  not  be  prolonged  by  the  number  of  mouths 
being  diminifhed,  and,  therefore,  difpatched  a  cartel 
to  the  Genoefe,  to  acquaint  them,  that  he  had  or¬ 
dered  all  the  Englifh  commanders  to  feize  any  veflels 
that  fhould  attempt  to  bring  fugitives  out  of  the  city; 
thus  making  the  egrefs  of  a  neutral  vefiel  an  aft  of 
hoftility,  if  it  fhould  have  a  finglc  individual  on  board 
more  than  might  be  named  on  its  own  mufler-roll. 

Urgency  compelled  Salicette  to  colleft  all  the  pro¬ 
vifions  that  Corfica  itfelf  poflefTed  for  the  national 
magazines;  and,  in  his  zeal,  he  did  not  bear  in  mind, 
that  the  ifiand  had  already  been  exhaulted,  to  lupply 
Malta  with  all  that  could  be  fpared,  to  enable  that 
fortrefs  aifo  to  refill  an  Englifh  blockade  :  he,  there¬ 
fore  excited  the  apprehenfions  of  the  inhabitants,  who 
feared  that  they  fhould  fee  all  tneir  food  tranfported, 
to  feed  others,  and  be  reduced  to  ilarvation  themfelves. 


2iul'.  fip  Jf.S/'n  xt,  Apr//  i/zo? 
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An  infurre&ion  was  the  confequence,  and  General 
Salicette  \va  obligeU  to  pm  himielf  at  the  neai  of  his 
troops.  The  Corticans  got  the  advantage  in  feveral 
ikirmifhes;  and,  inftead  of  being  able  to  fupply  Mal- 
fena,  our  commiflary-general  was  obliged  'o  w  rite  to 
that  commander  for  a  reinforcement,  to  deliver  him 
outofBaftia,  where  he  had  been  obliged  to  fl\ut  him- 
felf  up 

The  Englifh  took  a  felucca,  which  had  a  courier 
on  board  with  difpatches  from  General  Maftena, 
Eating,  that  the  Andrians  and  Englifh  kept  him  (hut 
up  fo  clofe  that  he  was  deliituteof  luccours  for  him- 
felf.  The  two  generals  were  now'  fo  completely  cut 
off  from  each  other  that  the  Corficans  were  left  to  eat 
their  own  provifions  in  quiet,  and  order  was  reftored 
in  the  ifland. 

Things  were  all  going  on  as  profperoufly  in  the 
Mediterranean  and  its  neighbourhood  as  the  Allies 
could  defire. 

The  fortrefs  of  La  Palette,  in  the  Ifland  of  Malta, 
ftill  held  out,  and  the  French,  occafionaily,  got  in  a 
fmall  veffel  with  provifions;  but  it  was  clear  that  it 
would  not  be  able  to  hold  out  long;  for  a  communica¬ 
tion  had  taken  place  between  Lord  Nelfon,  the  Britifh 
admiral,  and  the  commandant,  which  had  given  the 
latter  a  clearer  infight  into  his  real  fituauon.  His 
Lordfhip  urged  the  impropriety  of  ftiftaining  fo  long 
a  fiege,  and  differing  lo  many  mileries,  after  it  was 
proved  to  be  impoflible  that  any  further  fuccour  could 
enter  the  port  of  Malta;  aflhring  him,  that  a  fleet  of 
ihips,  lately  fent  from  France,  had  all  been  either 
iaken  or  funk. 

The  Commandant,  w'ho  doubted  the  intelligence, 
was  permitted  to  fend  fome  of  his  officers  to  Syracufc 
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to  infpeft  the  captured  veflels,  among  which  was 
the  Genereux,  of  74  gun?,  Admiral  Perree,  who  had 
heen  fo  fortunate  as  to  efcape  from  Egypt  and  get 
appointed  commander  in  chief  of  the  French  force  in 
the  Mediterranean. 

The  confirmation  of  this  difaftrous  Intelligence, 
had  obliged  another  French  man  of  war  to  put 
herfelf  to  the  hazard  of  being  taken,  and  the  Eng¬ 
lifh  had  captured  her  alfo.  It  will  be  recollefted, 
that,  after  the  defeat  of  the  French  fleet  by  Lord 
Nelfon,  at  the  mouth  of  the  Nile,  and  whilft  the 
Shattered  wrecks  were  yet  blazing  on  the  furface  of 
the  ocean,  two  men  of  war  fet  fail  and  made  their 
•efcape.  Thefe  two  fhips  were  the  Genereux  of 
74  guns,  and  the  Guillaume  Tell  of  86,  the  latter 
of  which  got  fafe  into  the  port  of  Malta,  and  had 
continued  there  ever  fince,  partly  with  a  view  to 
Ihelter  herfelf  from  the  Englifh,  and  partly  with  a. 
view  to  aliift  in  the  defence  of  the  place.  The  ai¬ 
med  certainty  of  nGt  being  able  to  re-viclual  the 
place,  rendered  it  indifpenflble  that  fhe  fhould  no 
longer  cxhault  the  provifions ;  and,  therefore,  it  was 
determined  that  'fhe  fhould  take  1,000  men  on 
board,  and  endeavour  to  fave  himfelf  under  the 
command  of  Admiral  Deeres.  She  did  fo,  and  was 
met  immediately  by  the  Englifh  fhips,  Foudroyant, 
Lion,  and  Penelope,  with  whom  fhe  fought  gal¬ 
lantly  for  three  hours  and  a  half,  and  then  ftruck  to 
the  Lion,  Captain  Manly  Dixon. 

Thefe  occurrences  forming  a  kind  of  auxiliaries 
to  the  fuccefles  of  General  Melas  among  the  Mari¬ 
time  Alps,  the  Allies,  and  their  agents,  began  to 
be  as  merry  as  if  they  had  already  gathered  all  the 
laurels  . of  the  war.  Air.  Jackfon,  the  Britifh  minifler 
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at  Turin,  does  not  appear  to  have  been  more  en- 
thufiaftic  than  any  of  his  friends  upon  the  occafion ; 
and,  therefore,  his  letter  to  Lord  Grenville,  the  then 
Secretary  for  Foreign  Affairs,  will  ferve  to  ftiew 
what  were  the  feelings  of  them  all : 

“  My  Loud, 

“  It  is  with  infinite  fatisfaflion  that  I  can  inform  your 
Lordfhip  of  the  entire  evacuation  of  the  Riviere  of  Genoa, 
and  the  country  of  Nice,  by  the  French  troops  under 
Suchet,  the  remains  of  which  have  palled  the  Var.  Nice, 
with  its  two  cajlles,  was  yefterday  occupied  by  the  Imperial 
troops,  under  the  orders  of  General  Knefewich. 

“  General  Kaim,  the  commander  in  chief  here,  has 
this  moment,  fent  intelligence  to  the  Government  of  this 
jojfui  event.  I  have  the  honour  to  be, 

“  T.  Jackson.” 

*•  Turin,  May  12th,  1800.” 

At  the  very  moment  when  this  Letter  was  being 
written  at  Turin,  the.  capital  of  Piedmont,  Buona¬ 
parte  was  on  the  border  of  the  principality,  contriv¬ 
ing  his  new  ammunition  machinery  and  preparing 
to  enter  it ;  and,  in  four  days  afterwards,  his  advanced 
guard  was  in  the  next  town  to  Mr.  Jackfon !  It 
was  now  time  to  fend  news  to  General  Meias -tidings 
from  him  could  afford  no  more  pleafure.  The 
triumph,  in  this  inftance,  was  of  fuch  a  fliort  dura¬ 
tion,  and  the  joy  fo  momentary,  that,  when  Mr. 
Jackfon’s  Letter  was  made  public  in  England,  the 
fame  journals  that  communicated  it  to  uieir  readers 
gave  them  alfo  an  account,  upon  the  fame  fheet,  of 
General  Meias  having  difeovered  his  mifiake  in  ad¬ 
vancing  upon  Nice,  and  of  his  having  gone  back 
a  great  deal  fafter  than  he  came. 

A  Letter  from  Antibes,  dated  May  15th,  ftated 
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the  fa  ft  ss  follows :  “  The  Auftrians  have  retreated 
from  Nice;  they  entered  on  the  nth  at  three  in  the 
afternoon,  our  troops  having  retreated  within  the 
antient  French  limit.  On  the  14th,  General  Melas 
arrived  with  ten  or  twelve  thoufand  troops :  we  ex¬ 
pected  to  be  attacked,  and  were  under  arms  all 
night ;  but,  to  our  great  aftoniftiment,  at  day-break, 
we  beheld  the  Auftrian  columns  defiling  acrofs  the 
mountains  towards  Coni.  This  precipitate  retreat 
could  only  be  occafioned  by  intelligence  received  of 
the  movements  of  our  Army  of  Referve  in  Pied¬ 
mont.”  - 

A  fmall  garrifon  was  left  behind  at  Nice,  and,  in¬ 
deed,  there  were  fo  many  garrifons  occupied  by  the 
Auftrians  throughout  Italy,  that  fmall  draughts  being 
made  from  each,  a  few  corps  were  formed  between 
Turin  and  Alexandria,  about  the  20th  of  the  month, 
which  encouraged  General  Melas  to  fix  his  head¬ 
quarters  there,  and  to  make  an  appearance  of  being 
determined  to  maintain  his  poll. 

Orders  were  given  to  General  Ott  to  pufh  the 
fiege  of  Genoa  with  vigour;  and  the  Englifh,  in 
order  to  keep  Suchet  from  croffing  the  Var,  appeared 
off  the  coaft  between  Marfeilles  and  Toulon,  and 
evinced  a  difpofition  to  effeft  a  landing. 

Whilftthe  confufion,  that  marked  all  the  operations 
of  the  Auftrians,  was  too  evident  to  efcape  the  notice 
of  the  leaft  attentive,  the  concert  that  gave  effeft 
to  every  meafure  of  the  French,  was  equally  ap¬ 
parent.  The  troops  difpatched  by  General  Moreau 
to  join  the  Conful,  timed  their  march  fo,  that  they 
were  at  Altorf,  near  St.  Gothard,  on  the  fame  day 
that  the  Army  of  Referve  arrived  at  Ivrea,  which 
prevented  the  Auftrian  General,  Davidovich,  from 
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croffing  the  Semplon,  to  unite  with  the  Auftrians  in 
Milan. 

i 

General  Mouncey,  who  commanded  this  force, 
pullied  on  his  advanced  guard  by  St.  Gothard  into 
the  Italian  Bailiwicks,  under  General  Lepoype,  and 
General  Lorge’s  divifion  drove  the  Auftrians  from 
A  viola,  whilft  he  himfelf,  ifliied  a  proclamation  to 
the  inhabitantsof  Bellinzona  and  Lagano,  denounc¬ 
ing  fevere  punifliments  againft  any  perfons  who 
fliould  quit  their  cuftomary  labours ;  defigning,  no 
doubt,  to  prevent  a  repetition  of  thofe  infurrections 
from  which  the  French  fuffeted  fo  much  the  pre¬ 
ceding  year,  when  they  were  purfued  through  the 
fame  country  by  Suwarrow. 

After  palling  St.  Gothard,  on  the  26th  of  May,  Ge¬ 
neral  Mouncey  engaged  the  Auftrian  General  Davido¬ 
vich,  and  drove  him  to  the  Lago-Maggiore,  advanc¬ 
ing  with  the  utmoft  rapidity  upon  Domo  d’Ofella. 

All  the  movements  of  the  French,  hitherto,  may 
be  confidered  as  preparations  for  colle&ing  a  force 
together,  that  it  might  be  ready  for  aftion  :  that 
end  was  now  accomplilhed,  and  the  principal  con¬ 
cern  of  Buonaparte,  in  confequence,  was,  to  continue 
that  deception,  which  had  already  milled  the  Auf¬ 
trians  as  to  his  real  objeft,  and,  by  diftraOling  their 
attention,  to  weaken  their  power. 

It  will  be  recollefted,  that,  whilft  General  Lafnes 
was  at  Remagno,  and  General  Murat  at  Vercelli, 
the  Auftrians  had  taken  a  polition  on  the  right  bank 
of  the  Po,  apparently  with  a  defign  of  difputing  the 
ground  between  that  river  and  Milan. 

It  was  of  much  confequence  to  Buonaparte  that 
thofe  forces  fliould  not  accumulate;  for  a  fpirited 
refiftance  on  the  part  of  the  Auftriam  at  Milan  would 
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have  afforded  General  Davidovich  an  opportunity  of 
feeding  the  garrifon  with  frefn  fupplies  of  troops,  by 
way  of  the  Grifons  and  the  Valtelline,  and  have 
kept  the  French  army  at  bay  till  the  fcattered  re- 
fources  of  Melas  had  been  collected  together.  Ge¬ 
neral  Turreau  was,  therefore,  ordered  to  proceed  to 
Sufa  and  the  Brunette,  on  the  Weft  of  the  Doria, 
which  could  not  fail  to  alarm  Turin.  The  heights 
at  the  poft  of  Gravieres  were  planted  with  cannon, 
and.  furrounded  with  intrenchments ;  the  adjutant 
general  Liaban  marched,  with  950  light  infantry,  to 
carry  the  works  by  affault,  whilft  General  Turreau, 
with  three  companies  of  carabineers,  four  of  gre¬ 
nadiers,  one  howitzer,  and  an  eight-pounder,  fup- 
ported  the  attack.  The  engagement  was  obftinate 
and  bloody,  and  the  vidlory  continued  long  doubtful. 
During  the  adion  100  pioneers  arrived,  to  aid  the 
French,  at  length  they  fucceeded  in  turning  the  fort 
of  St.  Francis,  which  gave  them  a  great  advantage 
over  the  enemy,  and  compelled  him  to  capitulate. 
In  this  engagement,  General  Turreau  took  1,500 
prifoners  and  800  mulkets,  befide  a  great  quantity 
of  provifions  and  ammunition  ;  and,  what  was  more 
important,  got  command  of  the  whole  country  from 
Mount  Genis  to  Turin. 

General  Lafne’s  corps  continued  its  march  South¬ 
ward  towards  the  Po,  as  if  with  a  defign  to  take  up 
a  pofition  atAfti ;  and  theAuftrians  concluded,  from 
thefe  movements,  that  the  Conful  w'as  about  to  take 
the  moil  fuitable  ftations  for  intercepting  the  troops 
and  fupplies  coming  from  Nice  to  Turin. 

Thofe  who  recoiled  the  ftrenuous  exertions  of 
General  Suwarrow,  and  the  Auftrians  under  his 
•command,  in  the  preceding  Campaign,  to  get  pof- 
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feflion  of  Genoa,  when  they  were  gallantly  refilled 
by  Moreau  upon  this  very  fpot,  will  not  be  ftuprifed 
that  General  Melas  fufpefled  Buonaparte  of  an  in¬ 
tention  to  proceed  that  way,  for  the  purpofe  of  rail¬ 
ing  the  fiege ;  and  if  the  Conful  received  credit  for 
the  vvifdom  of  his  plan,  it  will  not  be  at  the  ex- 
penfe  of  his  antagonift’s  reputation. 


o 
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CHAPTER  XVI. 

The  Aujhians  evacuate  Navarra. — The  French  ad¬ 
vance  to  the  Tcjjino. — Pajfage  of  the  River.— Attempt 
of  General  Laudon  to  flop  the  Progrefs  of  the  French.— 
Capture  of  Milan. — Reception  of  the  Conful  by  the  Mi- 
lanefe. —  Obfet  nations  on  the  City.— A  proviflonary  Go¬ 
vernment  appointed.— The  Army  diftributed  in  feveral 
Directions.-  Captures.  —  Skirmiflies. — Preparations  for 
pafling  the  Po. — Battles  of  Stradel/a  and  Montebello.— 
Genoa  taken  by  the  Aiflrians .—Capitulation  flgned  by 

Ott,  Keith ,  and  Majfena. 

~  % 

In  confequence  of  fuppofing  that  Buonaparte  in¬ 
tended  to  proceed  Southward  immediately,  the  Auf- 
trians  gave  orders  for  the  evacuation  of  Novarra, 
a  place  of  fo  much  importance,  that,  when  General 
Suwarrow  entered  Italy,  he  fent  his  advanced  guard 
forward  from  Pavia  to  take  pod'eflion  of  it ;  and 
which,  circumftanced  as  the  French  were  at  the 
time  we  are  treating,  was  the  only  fortrefs  between 
them  and  Milan. 

The  clafhing  of  councils  did  as  much  for  the 
French  as  the  fuccefs  of  their  arms.  They  had 
determined  to-  take  the  precife  route  that  the  enemy 
was  leaving  open  to  them  ;  and  if  the  generals  had 
the  misfortune  to  err  in  their  judgments,  the  foldiers 
had  the  confolation  of  faving  their  lives. 

The  French  head-quarters  were  advanced  to  Ver- 
celli.  General  Lafne  continued  a  day  at  Chivaflo, 
(or  Chirafco)  manoeuvring  upon  the  Po,  and  col- 
letting  boats,  as  if  to  crofs  the  river.  Here  the 
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Aufirian  infantry  collected,  to  oppofe  the  paffage, 
but  at  night  General  Lafne  filed  oft' for  Vercelli. 

Whillt  General  Lafne  was  pradtifing  his  rufe  dt 

guerre  at  Chivafl'o,  the  reft  of  the  French  army  was 

coming  up  to  head-quarters,  and  different  corps  were 

engaged  in  diflodging  the  enemy  from  the  faftiieftes 

in  the  vicinity  of  the  Seflia  and  Teflino.  The  Italian 
* 

legion,  commanded  by  General  Lechi,  advanced  to 
Riva,  and  encountered  a  confiderable  body  of  the 
•enemy  at  Capello,  whom  they  dillodged,  and  then 
proceeded  to  Varello.  Ac  this  latter  place,  they 
found  the  legion  of  Rohan,  600  ftrong,  occupying  a 
pofition  ftrongly  intrenched,  and  defended  with  can¬ 
non.  General  Lechi’s  corps  fought  with  great 
bravery,  and,  after  fuffering  confiderable  lofs  in  killed 
and  wounded,  took  350  prisoners  from  the  enemy, 
befide  cannon  and  ammunition.  Having  chaced  the 
Auftrians  from  the  banks  of  the  Seflia,  the  Italian 
corps  proceeded  down  the  river  and  alfo  joined  the 
army. 

General  Murat  had  only  ftaid  long  enough  at  Ver¬ 
celli  to  conftrudt  a  bridge  upon  the  Seflia,  in  lieu  of 
one  which  the  Auftrians  had  burnt,  and  then  pufhed 
on  to  Novarra,  which  he  reached  within  a  few  hours 
after  the  enemy  had  evacuated  it.  They  took  pof- 
feflion  of  that  place  and  left  it  at  midnight,  as  many 
divifions  had  already  advanced,  and  attended  with 
the  utmoft  impatience  upon  the  banks  of  the  Tef» 
fino,  waiting  for  the  fignal  to  crofs  it.  General 
Murat’s  objedt  was,  to  perfuade  the  Auftrians  that 
he  ftiould  crofs  at  Voltegio.  The  rapidity  of  the 
river  had  deftroyed  the  bridge  of  boats;  and  the 
misfortune  was  increafed  by  their  being  without  the 
means  of  conftrudling  another.  Thefe  wrere  obfta- 
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ties  fufficient  to  have  flopped  the  progrefs  of  any 
other  than  a  French  army.  A  few  crazy  wherries 
r.r  barges,  were  collected,  in  which  the  foldiers -em¬ 
barked,  and  fhovels  ferved  for  oars.  Some  carabi¬ 
neers  oft'  e  6th  light  infantry,  darted  forward,  under 
the  protection  of  a  well-dire&ed  fire  of  mufketry,  and 
a  few  pieces  of  cannon;  the  grenadiers  of  the  28th 
followed,  and  the  oppofitebank  was  prefentlv  cleared 
of  the  enemy.  As  they  had  lefs  infantry  than  ca¬ 
valry,  they  were  obliged  to  quit  the  marfhes,  as  alfo 
fome  ofier  fields,  and  a  little  wood,  which  had  in¬ 
commoded  them  more  than  it  had  protected  them. ' 

Buffarolo  was  the  principle  point  againft  vyhich 
the  chief  efforts  were  directed ;  the  palfuge  was  ef¬ 
fected  a  league  lower,  on  the  Teffino.  The  French 
troops  menaced  the  Auflrians  with  taking  them  in 
the  rear :  finding  themfelves  expofed  to  this  dan¬ 
ger,  they  thought  it  prudent  to  retire;  on  which 
General  Dnhefme  purfued  them  with  eagernefs  into 
the  village  of  Turbigo,  the  main  ftreet  of  which  was 
fufficiently  large  to  allow'  the  cavalry  to  act  with  good 
effect.  At  this  precife  moment,  the  Auflrian  ge¬ 
neral,  Laudon,  who  had  juft  returned  from  Genoa, 
being  either  apprifed  of  their  weaknefs,  or  defirous 
of  learning  their  ftrength,  led  on,  at  full  gallop,  for 
more  than  fix  miles,  ttVo  cavalry  divifions  of  Buffy’s 
legion;  and  then,  falling  upon  the  French  grenadiers, 
re-pofteffed  himfelf  of  the  village,  and  made  about 
fifty  or  fixty  prifoners ;  the  remainder  of  the  French 
force,  under  General  Mounier,  rallied  without  lofs  of 
time  at  the  entrance  of  the  marfh,  and  flopped  his 
further  progrefs.  The  Auflrian  general  retreated 
precipitately,  after  lofing  200  killed  and  400  taken 
prifoners. 
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General  Murat  learned  that  the  enemy  had  con¬ 
cealed  fome  boats  in  a  fmall  arm  of  the  Teffino, 
at  Galeate,  and  ordered  fome  artillery,  cavalry,  and 
the  70th  demi-brigade,  to  repair  to  that  place.  On 
the  31ft  of  May,  it  was  attacked,  and  the  Auftrians 
defended  it  with  two  howitzers,  three  eleven-pound¬ 
ers,  and  a  conftant  fire  of  grape.  The  demi-brigade 
effeded  the  object  of  the  attack,  by  getting  poflef- 
fion  of  the  boats,  which  they  carried  over  to  the 
other  arm  of  the  river  upon  their  (boulders. 

The  enemy  had  brought  fome  artillery  to  the  bank 
of  the  river,  and  the  grenadiers  got  pofteffion  of  a 
woody  ifle,  by  wading-  uo  to  the  middle  in  water, 
from  whence,  by  an  adv  i  ageous  fire,  they  obliged 
the  artillery  to  withdraw. 

Buonaparte  arrived  on  the  31ft:  of  May,  at  the 
bank  of  the  Teffino,  and  made  a  very  military  flievv 
of  cavalry,  with  which,  and  fome  pieces  of  cannon, 
he  reached  the  oppofite  fide  on  the  fame  evening. 
Some  of  the  villagers  had  brought  a  few  boats  by  this 
time,  and  the  troops  palled  over  in  great  numbers. 
General  Mounier  poflefied  himfelf  of  an  advantage¬ 
ous  pofition  along  the  Grand  Naviglio;  and  the 
enemy  fell  back  on  the  village  of  Turbigo.  The 
cavalry  was  difpofed  of  in  a  manner  to  harafs  the 
Auftrians  from  the  lake  of  Como  to  Vegevano. 

The  road  to  Milan  was  perfectly  open  to  General 
Murat,  after  the  retreat  of  Laudon;  and  the  Chief 
Conful,  with  the  whole  of  the  ftaif,  followed  clofe 
upon  his  divifion.  The  account  of  the  battle  of 
Marengo,  faid  to  be  tranflated  from  the  French  of 
.Monfieur  Petit,  horfe  grenadier  in  the  Confular 
guard,  ftates,  that  the  Auftrians  “  hefitated  whether 
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they  fliould  defend  the  place,  in  the  hope  of  receiv¬ 
ing  fuccours,  or  flnit  themfelves  up  in  the  citadel; 
and  that  a  tremendous  ftorm  of  rain  falling,  which 
foaked  every  man  to  the  tkin ;  during  the  moment  of 
their  kidecifion,  the  Conful  and  his  llafF,  were 
obliged  to  take  {helter  in  a  fmall  farm  by  the  road 
fide.”  However  either  of  thefe  anecdotes  may  ac¬ 
cord  with  the  ufual  fpiritand  prowefs  of  the  refpect- 
ive  parties,  it  is  certain  that  no  refiftance  was  made 
to  the  entrance  of  the  French  into  the  city,  for  its 
defenders  did  flnit  themfelves  up  in  the  citadel,  and 
it  was  inverted  by  General  Murat  immediately. 

The  magiflracy  waited,  ’pon  the  Conful  with  the 
keys,  and  the  moil  ref;  -  Table  people  of  the  city, 
accompanied  by  a  brilliant  and  elegant  aflemblage 
of  ladies,  attended  to  greet  him  on  his  arrival,  whilft 
the  populace  followed,  and  all  joined  in  the  enthufi- 
aftic  cry  of  Vive  Buonaparte !  vivent  les  Francois! 
The  nearer  they  approached  to  the  town  the  greater 
was  the  croud.  At  length  they  arrived  within  the  gates 
of  this  diflinguifhed  capital  of  the  Milanefe.  The 
windows  lined  with  beautiful  Italian  women,  the 
rich  fhops  fuffered  to  remain  open,  teflified,  in  the 
ftrongefl  manner,  how  great  was  the  confidence  of 
the  people  in  the  French  army  :  in  fadf,  the  Italians 
were  very  numerous  who  favoured  the  French  ;  and 
the  Auftrians  aud  Ruffians  rendered  themfelves  par¬ 
ticularly  odious  in  this  city,  by  the  feverities  they 
had  inflirted  for  political  opinions. 

The  pride  of  the  conquerors  was  highly  gratified 
by  the  fine  coupi-d'ceil,  prefented  to  them  the  moment 
they  had  reached  the  Place  du  Dome ;  and  ffiere  the 
Hero  who  had  led  them  on  enjoyed  the  fublime 
trait  which  the  gratitude  of  a  numerous  people  exhi- 
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bited.  The  vaft  fpace  was  made  to  ring  with  the 
reiterated  fhouts  of  Vive  General  Buonaparte !  vive 
/’ Artnee  Frantjoife!  Thefe  acclamations  penetrated  their 
very  fouls  and  infpired  them  with  new  courage. 

General  Murat,  with  his  divifion  of  cavalry  and 
the  infantry  of  the  advanced  guard,  furrounded  the 
citadel,  in  which  four  thoufand  of  the  enemy  were 
befieged. 

After  thefe  precautions  the  Conful  betook  himfelf 
to  the  palace  of  the  Archduke,  in  the  great  fquare.j 
which  was  found  fo  deftitute  as  not  to  afford  a  tingle 
faggot  of  wood  to  dry  his  clothes  by  ! 

Everywhere  the  nation'  1  cockade  had  been  fubfti- 
tuted  for  the  Auftrian.  Three  thoufand  fick  and 
wounded  were  in  the  hofpitals,  among  whom  were 
feveral  Frenchmen.  A  great  number  of  Cifalpine 
refugees  entered  with  the  French,  who  had  been  told 
a  fortnight  before  of  the  certainty  of  this  capture. 
A  circumflance,  which  the  friends  of  peaceful  fcience 
will  rejoice  to  learn,  is,  that  this  entry  into  Milan  gave 
liberty  to  the  great  Fontana,  who  had  groaned  under 
a  weight  of  chains  for  having  been  guilty  of  the  crime 
of  filling  a  place  in  the  Republic  ! 

A  few  particulars  of  Milan,  even  at  the  hazard  of 
a  digreffion,  to  a  military  reader,  may,  in  a  certain 
degree,  poffefs  or  excite  fome  new  interefl. 

The  chief  flrength  of  this  celebrated  city,  built 
by  the  Gauls  in  the  395th  year  of  Rome,  is  a  wall 
and  rampart,  as  alfo  a  citadel,  confifting  of  fix  baf- 
tions.  It  has  been  befieged  forty-times,  taken  twenty, 
and  four  times  almoft  totally  demolifhed ;  and,  not- 
withftanding  thefe  and  other  calamities,  it  furvives 
and  flourifhes  !  There  is  a  little  hill  near  the  town, 
culled  The  Bochetta,  which  commands  every  part 


THE  LIFE  OF 


236 

of  the  furrounding  country  and  the  greateft  part  of 
the  interior  and  exterior  works.  This  place  is  not 
commanded  on  any  fide,  it  is  well  fortified  and  well 
kept  up  ;  yet,  for  all  this,  it  cannot  ftand  above  eight 
days  of  open  trenches,  becaufe  it  is  clofely  Ihut  up, 
and  nothing  prevents  he  trenches  from  being  opened 
by  an  enemy  fo  as  to  batter  in  breach  with  advan¬ 
tage. 

The  town  is  beautiful  and  large,  being  nearly  ten 
miles  in  circumference;  and  the  Italians  have  a  pro¬ 
verb,  “  Milan  the  Great.”  The  ftreets  are  wide : 
its  churches,  and,  above  all,  its  cathedral,  may  be  faid 
to  deferve  the  bigheft  admiration.  The  palace,  the 
park,  the  playhoufes,  all  ferve  to  embellifh  this  capi¬ 
tal.  The  chief  theatre  is  of  fuch  magnitude  as  to 
-admit  four  hundred  performers  to  appear  at  once, 
befides  forty  horfes !  who  fometimes  go  through  the 
molt  furprifing  evolutions :  the  immenfe  number  of 
fpeclators  it  will  contain  may, therefore,  be  conceived, 
by  the  above  fafts.  The  fhops  are  decorated  nearly 
after  the  manner  of  the  French,  nor  are  the  drefies 
of  the  inhabitants  very  different.  Every  thing  to  be 
feen  in  Milan  gives  a  great  idea  of  its  fplendor:  it 
might  be  imagined  that  the  fcourge  of  war  had  made 
much  deeper  wounds  in  this  place  than  it  has. 

The  Milanefe,  at  lead:  thofe  of  the  city,  are  very 
fcciable,  and  even  friendly,  to  the  French  :  they  have 
fewer  faults  than  may  be  charged  upon  the  Italians 
in  general,  or  even  upon  the  inhabitants  of  the  en¬ 
virons.  Tfie  free  exercife  of  religion,  which  tley 
openly  profefled,  and  the  refpect  that  the  French 
fliewed  for  their  cufloms  on  that  head,  afionifiied 
them,  after  the  abufe  which  had  been  circulated  con¬ 
cerning  them,  as  atheifis,  & c.  The  French  took  their 
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revenge  upon  the  Allies,  by  charging  them  alfo  with 
ungodlinefs;  and  a  Te  Deu»i.\vas  ordered  to  be  lung 
in  the  cathedral,  for  the  deliverance  of  Italy  from 
heretics  and  infidels. 

Among  the  riches  which  ornament  the  cathedral 
may  be  feen  feveral  lamps,  of  pure  gold  and  filver,  as 
alio  two  pulpits  of  mafiy  Giver.  Behind  the  choir 
is  a  flatue,  as  large  as  life,  reprefenting  the  martyr¬ 
dom  of  St.  Bartholomew  :  Grangers  never  fail  to  ex¬ 
amine  this  exquiGte  figure  of  the  Saint,  Gripped  of 
his  Ikin,  which  he  carries  on  his  left  arm,  and  which 
expofes  to  view,  a3  in  a  body  after  difi'edfion,  all  the 
mufcles  and  fibres  which  compofe  the  human  frame. 
The  church,  the  metropolitan  of  Milan,  is  one  of  the 
mod  celebrated  in  all  Italy,  after  St.  Peter’s  at  Rome. 
This  edifice,  of  Gothic  architecture,  aftonillies  at  once 
by  the  vaftnefs  of  the  undertaking  and  the  immenfity 
ef  labour  expended  in  it.  The  choir  is  nearly  five 
hundred  and  fifty  Englifh  feet  long  and  two  hundred 
and  ten  broad  :  it  is  fupported  by  two  hundred  co¬ 
lumns  of  marble,  and  divided  into  three  large  naves, 
befides  the  aides.  But  that  which  furprifes  the  mod 
is  the  work  of  the  outfide;  the  quantity  of  niches, 
and  the  countlefs  number  of  marble  ftatues,  of  every 
fize,  with  which  the  walls  are  charged,  from  the  bot¬ 
tom  to  the  top !  One  may  confider  the  defign  of  this 
church  as  the  height  of  folly  in  Gothic  architecture; 
and,  perhaps,  there  exifts  nowhere  elfe  in  the  world 
a  building  lo  loaded  with  ufelefs  ornament. 

The  Granger  can  hardly  exprefs  the  fatisfaCfion  he 
experiences  at  the  view  of  the  immenfe  fpace,  which 
prefents  itfelf  to  his  enchanted  eyes,  from  the  lofty 
-piles  of  this  city:  thence  he  can  contemplate  the 
Alps,  which  are  difcoverable  along  their  whole  ex¬ 
tent;  among  which  are  eafily  diGinguifiied  the  Col- 


THE  LIFE  OF 


238 

di-Tende,  Mount  Plane,  (whofe  majefiic  fummit 
feems  to  fuflain  the  fky)  Mount  Cenis;  Mount  Ge- 
nievre  ;  the  Simplon  ;  St.  Gothard;  and  the  Great  Si. 
Bernard,  u  hie li  has  borne  on  its  lofty  front  an  Hannibal 
and  a  Buonaparte !  The  Grifons  arealfo  beheld,  and, 
as  through  a  trick  cloud,  the  defiles  of  the  Tyrol. 
Nearer,  in  the  foreground,  may  be  difeovered,  with¬ 
out  difficirliy,  the  whole  of  Piedmont  and  a  large  part 
of  Liguria.  What  cities,  what  towns  what  villages, 
what  myriads  of  fcattered  inhabitants,  appeared  in 
one  view,  to  recal  the  recollection  of  the  adventur¬ 
ous  French  to  great  events,  to  a  multitude  of  battles 
won  and  loft,  to  their  own  unprecedented  vidtories  in 
a  former  campaign;  and  to  the  penetration  of  that 
Genius,  which,  even  under  the  Alps,  had  meafured 
out  the  time  he  wanted  to  pofiefs  this  fpot! 

Having  flaid  feven  days  in  Milan,  where  pleafures 
of  every  kind  were  within  reach  of  all  thofe  who  had 
the  means  of  purchafing  them,  and  thereby  indemni¬ 
fying  themfelves  for  their  pad  interruptions,  the  whole 
army  had  recovered  from  its  fjatigues  :  there  was  no 
fear  of  Milan  becoming  a  Capua  to  the  French  foldi- 
ers  under  the  command  of  General  Buonaparte. 
The  diftribution  of  the  ratios  was  good  and  regular, 
and  the  army  could  not  have  wifhed  for  better  quart¬ 
ers:  they  were  contented  with  what  fell  to  their  lot, 
being  more  covetous  of  glory  than  pleafure. 

The  Conful  having  arranged  the  provifionary  go¬ 
vernment  and  ordered  the  following  Proclamations, 
prepared  for  his  departure. 

THE  FIRST  CONSUL  to  the  ARMY. 

“Soldiers!  "  Milan,  June  6. 

“  One  of  our  departments  was  in  the  power  of  the 
enemy  ;  confternation  was  in  the  South  of  France  !  The 
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greateft  part  of  the  territory  of  the  Ligurian  people,  the 
moft  faithful  friends  of  the  Republic,  was  invaded  :  the  Cif- 
alpine  Republic,  annihilated  fince  the  laft  campaign,  was 
become  the  fport  of  the  abfurd  feudal  regime. 

“  Soldiers  !  you  march,  and  already  the  French  territory 
is  delivered  !  joy  and  hope  fuccecd  in  our  country  to  con- 
fternation  and  fear.  You  will  reftore  liberty  and  indepen¬ 
dence  to  the  people  of  Genoa  :  it  fhail  be  delivered  from  its 
eternal  enemies  for  ever.  You  are  in  the  capital  of  the 
Cifalpines. 

“  The  alarmed  enemy  hopes  now  but  to  regain  the  fron¬ 
tiers  :  you  have  deprived  him  of  his  hofpitals,  of  his  maga¬ 
zines  of  his  parks  of  referve.  The  firft  adt  of  the  campaign 
is  over. 

“  You  will,  every  day,  hear  millions  of  men  addrefs  ex- 
prellionsof  gratitude  to  you. 

“  Shall  they,  then,  have  violated  the  French  territory 
with  impunity  ?  will  you,  then,  fuffer  the  army  which  has 
carried  alarm  into  your  families  to  return  to  its  habitations  ? 
You  will  run  to  arms:  well,  march  to  meet  it;  oppofe  its 
retreat ,  fnatch  from  it  the  laurels  which  it  has  feized,-and 
teach  the  whole  world,  that  a  curfe  awaits  thofe  madmen 
who  dare  to  infult  the  territory  of  the  Great  People  !  The 
refult  of  all  our  efforts  will  be  glory  unclouded  and  folid 
peace. 

(Signed)  “  The  Firft  Conful, 

“  Bonaparte.” 

PROCLAMATION 
Of  the  provifional  Government  of  Milan. 

“  The  provifional  Adminiftration  of  this  city  has  the  fa- 
tisfadiion  tomanifeft  to  their  dear  fellow  citizens  the  gene¬ 
rous  fentimentsof  the  Firft  Conful  of  the  firft  nation,  the 
invincible  nation  !  They  are  authorifed  to  publilh  the  fol¬ 
lowing  Articles,  which  are  to  be  invariably  obferved: 

i.  “  The  Cifalpinc  Republic  is  re-organifed  as  a  free  and 
independent  nation. 
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2 .  “  The  free  and  public  exercife  of  the  Catholic  religion 
fhall  be  preferred  in  the  fame  ftate  as  at  the  epoch  of  the 
firft  conqueft  of  Italy.  In  confequence,  all  kinds  of  out- 
rage  or  infult  on  the  laid  religion,  its  minifters,  rites,  and 
fymbols,  is  prohibited,  as  weli  as  every  aft  which  might 
tend  to  prevent  or  trouble,  in  any  manner  whatever,  the  full 
and  free  exercife  of  it.  Infractions  of  the  prefent  prohibi. 
tion  fhall  be  punifhed  with  the  molt  rigorous  penalties,  even 
with  capital  punifhment,  upon  the  decifion  of  the  competent 
authorities. 

3.  “  The  property  of  all  citizens,  without  diftinftion,  fhall 
be  refpefted. 

4.  “  It  is  forbidden  to  make  ufe  of  any  denominations 
calculated  to  recal  party  divihons  and  fentiments, 

“_Under  the  happy  circumftances  in  which  thefe  regulat¬ 
ing  maxims  are  proclaimed,  the  Adminiftratiqn  could  not 
fee  without  pain,  that  feveral  perfons  have  abandoned  their 
country  ;  in  confequence,  and  by  the  exprefs  order  of  the 
Firft  Conful,  the  abfent  citizens  are  invited  to  return  to  their 
honfes  as  fpeedily  as  the  diftance  in  which  they  are  at  the 
publication  of  the  preient  Decree  fhall  permit  them.  Thofe 
are  formally  excepted,  who,  having  taken  armsagainft  the 
Cifalpine  Republic  after  the  treaty  of  Campo  Formio,  ought 
to  be  confidered  as  traitors  to  their  country.. 

5.  “  All  laws  promulgated  fince  the  day  of  the  invafion 
of  the  Auftrian  troops  to  the  return  of  the  French  armies, 
be:  g  to  be  confidered  as  null,  and  given  without  legal  au¬ 
thority,  in  a  ftate  recogtiifed  as  free  and  independent  by  the 
major  part  of  the  powers  of  Europe,  and  by  the  Emperor 
himfelf,  in  the  faid  treaty  of  Campo  Formio  ;  all  fequef- 
trations  are  taken  off,  whether  placed  upon  property  pof- 
feffed  either  under  the  title  c.  ancient  property  or  in  virtue 
of  legal  acquifition,  under  whatever  pretext,  and  upon 
whatever  occafton  the  faid  feque ft  rations  may  have  beenor~ 
dered. 

6.  “  The  circulation  of  the  ccdules  of  the  bank  of  Vienna 
is  forbidden:  in  confequence, they  fhall  neitherhave  currency 
in  private  tranfaftions  nor  be  received  in  the  public  treafury  = 
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M  The  provifional  adminiftration  is  perfuaded  that  all  the 
inhabitants  of  the  Cifalpine  Republic  will  judge  by  thefe 
preliminary  difpofitions  that  the  French  armies,  and  the 
Hero  who  leads  them,  have  no  other  objeft  than  to  bring 
back  freedom  and  independence  to  their  country.  Animated 
with  the  jufteft  gratitude,  they  ought  to  be  eager  to  concur 
with  all  their  means  to  the  fuccefs  of  the  arms  of  their  de¬ 
liverers  and  to  the  return  of  a  peace,  which,  after  liberty 
has  been  reconquered,  is  the  foie  good  to  be  defired.” 
(Signed) 

“  Marrdani,  Sacchi,  Goffredo, 

“  the  provifional  Adminiftration.’* 

"  Milan,  atthe  Commune  Maison ,  June  4, 1800.” 

Several  divifions  of  the  army  marched  off  in  dif¬ 
ferent  directions :  vvhilft  the  divifion  of  Loifon  took 
the  road  to  Lodi  the  Cifalpine  legion  inarched  upon 
Brefcia,  to  have  an  eye  upon  that  beautiful  country, 
which  had  changed  its  matters  feven  times  in  twentv- 
eight  years  !  and  General  Duhefme  took  pofl'eflion  of 
Pizzighitone. 

General  Lafne,  always  in  the  advanced  guard, 
took  potteffion  of  Pavia  on  the  5th  of  June,  where  he 
found  confiderable  magazines  of  provittons,  near  too 
ynilliers  of  powder,  500  pieces  of  cannon  on  carriages, 
and  an  equal  proportion  of  ball;  betides  the  powder 
magazines,  800  tick  and  wounded  Auftrians,  5,000 
coats,  and  10,000  mnfkets. 

The  city  of  Pavia,  once  the  capital  of  Lombaedv, 
was  founded  by  the  Gauls,  but  was  afterwards  taken 
Ly  the  Romans,  who,  in  their  turn,  were  driven  out 
by  the  Goths,  in  the  5th  century.  About  1477,  the 
town  being  little  better  than  a  mafs  of  ruins,  was  re 
built,  when  it  changed  its  name  of  Tefinum  for  that 
of  Pavia. 

VOL.  IV.— no.  xliii.  x 
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On  the  5th  General  Murat  proceeded  towards  Pla¬ 
centia,  where  it  was  expeffed  the  Auftrians  would  ha¬ 
zard  a  battle.  The  ttte-du-jiont  was  well  defended 
by  a  great  quantity  of  artillery  till  eleven  at  night, 
when  the  French  got  pofleffion  of  ii  and  took  apicquet 
of  100  men,  who  defended  the  patfage.  The  Auftri- 
ans  were  commanded  by  General  O’Reilly,  whafe 
principal  attention  was  directed  to  the  defence  of  the 
bridges  acrofs  the  Po  :  but  on  the  6th,  in  the  morn¬ 
ing  General  Lafne  made  a  cannonade  on  the  Po, 
near  to  Placentia,  which  attracted  the  attention  of  the 
enemy,  whilft  his  divifion  eroded  the  river  at  the 
village  of  Belgioza,  juft  below  Pavia,  where  the  Tef- 
fino  and  the  Po  unite.  In  the  interim  Murat  block¬ 
aded  the  citadel;  and  General  O’Reilly,  feeing  the 
poffibility  of  his  retreat  being  cut  off,  endeavoured  to 
fall  back  upon  the  famous  poft  of  Stradella,  which 
General  Lafne  had  got  pofleffion  of  before  him,  and 
had  thus  intercepted  the  only  road  of  communication 
between  the  garrifon  of  Placentia  and  the  Auftrian 
army. 

The  Auftrian  general  united  all  the  fcattered  forces 
he  could  bring  together  and  attacked  General  Lafne 
with  the  greateft  impetuofity  :  his  forces  were  routed 
and  he  was  obliged  to  retreat  to  Placentia,  after  the 
lofs  of  300  taken  priioners  and  260  killed,  befide  fome 
cannon. 

The  grenadiers  and  carabineers  contended  with 
im  alienee  for  the  honour  of  pafling  the  Po  the  fird; 
the  battalions  were  alfo  as  eager.  The  enemy  ap¬ 
peared  to  defpife  their  hardihood,  by  allowing  them 
lei fuve  ;o  difembark.  But  as  two  flying  bridges  were 
eilabuflaed  acrofs  the  river,  the  numbers  that  landed 
encreafed  every  moment,  and  this  raifed  their  intro- 
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pidity  higher  and  higher.  No  fooner  had  all  the 
advanced  guard  eroded,  than  the  French  attacked 
the  Andrians  with  a  kind  of  fury,  who,  neverthelefs, 
(rood  the  (hock  with  firmnefs. 

At  length  Lafne  ordered  the  charge :  his  fangfroid 
redoubled  the  efforts  of  his  troops.  The  6th  light, 
tiie  28th  of  the  line,  and  44th,  precipitate  1  on  the 
enemy  with  advanced  bayonets,  driving  them  into 
the  lwamps,  and  following  them  as  far  as  the  village 
of  Pizzo,  upon  the  road  from  Placentia  to  Tortona. 
Prudence  retrained  their  impetuous  valour  from 
further  purfuit.  Night  came  on,  and  every  one 
pa(fed  it,  in  hopes  of  finifhing  the  work  next  day. 

This  moment  of  awful  fufpenfe  was  (pent  in 
preparations  on  both  fides,  and  it  was  fo  me  what 
unfortunate  for  the  French,  that  the  heavy  rains 
fwelled  the  Fo  fo  much  as  greatly  to  retard  their 
operations ;  yet,  the  fun  had  fcarcely  rifen  above 
the  horizon,  when  the  advanced  pods  began  to  be 
in  motion.  The  cannon  of  Me  Us  played,  and  the 
feveral  battalions  took  their  refpective  directions. 
Tiie  French  light  artillery  and  that  of  the  Confblar 
guard  returned  their  fire.  Montebello  became  tiie 
theatre  of  a  moll  fanguinary  combat,  and  was  taken 
and  retaken  feveral  times,  as  the  eayernefs  urns  as 
great  on  one  fide  as  the  other,  and  the  number  was 
nearly  equal. 

The  French  advanced  guard,  about  6,000  infan¬ 
try,  and  400  cavalry,  alone  fuftained  the  brunt  of 
the  action  for  fome  time,  but  the  divifion  of  VVat- 
rin  was  approaching,  having  effeCled  its  pafiage. 
Turing  this  interval,  fix  of  the  Auflrian  battalions, 
and  feveral  fquadrons  of  frefli  troops,  bore  hard 
upon  the  advanced  guard;  their  numerous  cavalry 
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too,  profiting  by  the  advantages  of  an  open  meadow, 
charged  the  nth  and  12th  huiTars';  this  onfet  was 
terrible,  and  the  carnage  frightful  :  the  Auftrians 
had  the  advantage  for  two  nburs. 

The  Handing  corn,  and  efpecially  the  rye,  with 
its  loft}  ft  aw,  hindered  the  refpedtive  armies  from 
diftingu  Cuing  each  other  clearly.  They  ran  upon 
.one  another,  without  knowing  what  force  they  were 
contending  with  :  the  bavonets  crofted  each  other, 
de.ling  out  certain  death  on  all  fides.  An  impe¬ 
tuous  courage  prevailed,  and  the  Auftrians  gave  wav, 
making  precipitately  for  Voghera.  Six  thoufand 
prifoners,  and  twelve  pieces  of  cannon,  were  the 
reward  of  this  victory.  Several  generals,  and  officers 
of  diftirxflicn,  in  ibe  Auftrian  army,  were  among 
the  killed  and  wounded  ;  and  the  ground  was  covered 
with  the  flain  and  the  dying.  Finally,  General 
Watrin  came  up,  and,  in  an  inftant,  completed 
the  '  idlory  :  all  the  different  corps  received  the 
fame  impulfion,  as  it  were,  fimulianeoully,  and  bore 
on  the  enemy,  who  hefitated,  daggered,  and  foon 
after  retired  like  a  ruined  embankment,  fwept  away 
by  an  overwhelming  torrent. 

It  was  underftood  at  the  French  head-quarters,  on 
the  7th  of  June,  that  Melas  had  no  refource  but  a 
battle,  as  his  communication  was  as  completely  cut 
off  with  his  forces  in  Italy,  as  Macdonald  had  been 
cut  off  from  Moreau,  about  the  fame  leafon  the 
year  before..  Great  diligence  was,  therefore,  ex¬ 
erted  to  preferve  the  pofttion  at  Stradella,  and  the 
corps  of  General  Victor,  with  the  cavalry  of  Gene¬ 
rals  Mounier  and  Gardanne,  were  ordered  to  the  Po, 
to  unite  with  the  forces  already  there. 

The  advanced  polls  of  General  Ott  were  at  Mon- 
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tebello,  and  Voghera,  ancf  the  fate  of  Genoa  now 
began  to  excite  a  molt  lively  intereft.  A  fingle  vic- 
•torv,  and  the  enemy  would  be  fhut  up  in  the  for- 
trelTes  of  Alexandria  and  Tortona:  even  Bobbio 
would  no  longer  afford  them  the  chance  of  retreat  ; 
and  the  army  would  itfelf  carry  fuccours  to  the  gal- 
-  lant  Malfena. 

The  joys  of  vidtory  were  greatly  diminiflied  by 
the  painful  intelligence  the  French  received  from  their 
prifoners,  and  by  intercepting  the  difpatches  ofMelas, 
that  the  brave  MafTena,  reduced  to  the  laft  extre¬ 
mity,  had  been  obliged  to  furrender  at  the  moment 
when  orders  had  been  lent  General  Ott  to  raife  the 
liege.  Genoa  had  fallen  !  the  prize  for  which  they 
had  fought  was  in  the  hands  of  the  enemy.  The 
misfortune  feemed  full  of  real  calamity  at  firft  view  : 
but  a  difpatch  from  General  Madeira  foon  difpelled 
the  gloom,  when  it  appeared  that  the  terms  of  capi¬ 
tulation  were  among  the  molt  honourable  that  evef 
were  obtained. 

ARMY  OF  ITALY. 

“  Mujfena,  General  in  Chief, ,  to  the  Confuh  of  the  French 
1  Republic. 

"  Head  Quarters  at  Genoa,  7th  June. 

“  Citizens  Consuls, 

“  I  have  the  honour  to  prefent  to  you  the  convention 
for  the  evacuation  of  the  city  of  Genoa,  by  the  right  wing 
■cf  tiie  French  army. 

“  Since  the  15'th  Germinal,  (April  5th,)  we  have  re¬ 
ceived  no  fuccou  rs,  either  •from  France  or  Corliea. 

“Since  the  ill  of  this  month,  (May  21  ft,)  the  people 
■of  Genoa  have  been  without  bread  The  armv  have  re¬ 
ceived  only  fix  ounces  or’ bread,  ampofed  of  a  mixture  half 
bran  and  half  maize  $  during  the  laft  ten  days  the  maize 
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has  been  replaced  by  cocoa,  and  the  ratios  reduced  to 

three  ounces.  The  greareft  part  of  the  horfes  have  been 

eaten. 

“  The  conventions  which  I  addrefs  you  were  figned  at* 
eight  in  the  evening. 

“  On  the  i6rh  the  troops  of  the  right  wing  began  their 
inarch,  with,  their  arms,  baggage,  and  artillery,  to  rejoin 
the  centre  of  the  army,  which  was  at  Alaflio  on  the  17th. 
To-morrow  I  repair  to  it  myfelf, 

“I  fhall  have  the  honour  of  making  you  a  report  of 
the  events  which  have  taken  place  from  the  15th  Germinal 
to  the  16th  Prarial,  the  day  of  evacuation. 

“  Health  and  refpeft,  Massena.” 

P.  S.  This  will  be  delivered  to  you,  with  eight  colours, 
taken  from  the  enemy  by  one  of  my  aids-du-camp.  ” 

SURRENDER  OF  GENOA. 

“  Negotiation  for  the  evacuation  of  Genoa,  by  the  right 
wing  of  the  French  army,  between  Vice  Admiral  Lord 
Keith,  Commander  in  Chief  of  the  Fug  lift  fleet ;  Lieu¬ 
tenant  General  Baron  Ott,  Commander  of  the  blockade  j 
and  the  French  General  in  Chief  Massena. 

Art.  1.  “  The  right  wing  of  the  French  army  charged 

with  the  defence  of  Genoa,  the  general  in  Chief,  and  his 
Staff,  fhall  match  out,  with  arms  and  baggage,  to  rejoin  the 
centre  of  the  army, — Ans.  The  right  wing,  charged  with 
the  defence  of  Genoa,  fhall  march  out,  to  the  number  of 
8,110  men,  and  fhad  take  the  route,  by  Nice,  to  France; 
thh  reft  fhall  be  tranfported  by  fea  to  Antibes.  Admiral 
Keith  engages  to  furiiilh  this  troop  with  the  quantity  of 
bifcuit  allowed  the  Englifh  troops.  On  the  other  fide,  all 
the  Auftrian  prifoners  made  in  the  Riviera  of  Genoa,  by 
the  army  of  Maflfena,  in  the  prefent  year,  fhall  be  reftor- 
ed  in  compenfarion,  except  thofe  who  are  already  ex» 
■changed  at  the  prefent  time.  Moreover,  the  ffrft  article 
fhall  be  punctually  executed. 

2,  “  All  which  belongs  to  the  right  wing,  as  artillery 
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and  ammunition  of  all  kinds,  fliall  be  tranfported  by  the 
Englifli  fleet  to  Antibes,  or  the  Gulphof  Jouan.— Ans. 
Agreed  to. 

3.  “  The  convalefcents,  and  thofe  who  are  not  in  a  con¬ 
dition  to  march,  fliall  be  tranfported  bv  fe:  to  the  Antibes, 
and  taken  care  of,  as  mentioned  in  the  ftrft  article. — 
Ans.  They  fliall  be  tranfported  by  the  Englifl.  fleet,  and 
taken  care  of. 

4.  “  The  French  foldiers  remaining  in  the  hofpitals  of 
Genoa  fliall  be  treated  on  a  footing  with  the  Auftrians  ; 
and,  when  they  are  in  a  condition  to  depart,  fliall  be 
tranfported  as  mentioned  in  the  firft  article. — Ans. 
Agreed  to. 

5.  “  The  city  of  Genoa,  as  well  as  the  part,  fliall  be 
declared  neutral :  the  line  to  determine  the  neutrality, 
fliall  be  fixed  mutually  by  the  contratting  parties. — Ans. 
This  article  turning  on  eonfiderations  purely  political,  it 
is  not  in  the  power  of  the  general  of  the  Allied  Army  to 
give  any  decided  anfwer  to  it.  In  the  mean  time,  the 
underligned  are  authorrfed  to  declare,  that  his  Imperial 
Majefty  the  Emperer,  is  determined  to  grant  his  protec¬ 
tion  to  the  inhabitants  of  Genoa.  The  city  of  Genoa 
may  be  alfured,  that  all  the  provifionary  eftablifhments 
that  circumftances  may  require,  fliall  be  fubfervient  to  pub¬ 
lic  tranquillity  and  happmefs. 

6.  “  The  independence  of  the  Lugwrian  People  fliall  be 
refpefted.  "No  power  at  war  with  the  Ligurian  Republic 
fliall  create  any  change  in  'us  form  of  government. — Ans. 
The  fame  as  the  preceding  article. 

7.  “  ISlo  Ligurian  having  exerciied,  or  exercifing  yet 
any  public  fundlions,  if  ,.ii  be  perfected  for  his  political 
opinions. — Ans.  No  perfon  fliall  be  uioicfted  for  his  opini¬ 
ons,  nor  for  having  taken  part  in  the  government  previous 
to  this  time.  The  diflurbers  of  the  public  repofe,  after 
the  entry  of  the  Auftrians  into  Genoa,  fliall  be  puniflied 
conformably  to  the  laws. 

H.  It  fliall  be  allowed  to  the  French,  Genoefe,  and 
Italians,  domiciliated  or  fled  to  Genoa,  to  retire  with 
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Whatever  may  belong  to.  them,  whether  money,  move¬ 
ables,  or  any  other  effects,  to  whatever  place  they  fhall 
think  proper,  either  by  Tea  or  land  ;  paffports  to  this  effect 
fhall  be  delivered  to  them,  which  fhall  be  valid  for  fix 
months. — Ans.  Granted. 

[Articles  9,  10,  11,  12,  13,  14,  and  15,  relate  to 
the  victualling  of  Genoa,  commerce,  movements  refpeft- 
ing  the  evacuation  by  the  French  troops,  fafe  conduft,  &c. 
of  the  wounded.] 

16.  “  The  officers,  of  all  ranks,  in  the  army  of  the  Ge¬ 
neral  in  Chief  Maflena,  made  prifoners  of  war  fince  the 
commencement  of  hoftilities  by  the  prefent  army,  fit  all 
return  to  France  upon  their  parole,  and  fhall  not  ferve 
till  after  they  are  exchanged.” 

ADDITIONAL  ARTICLES. 

4‘  The  port  of  Lanterne,  fo  far  as  the  drawbridge,  and 
the  entry  at  the  gate,  fhall  be  furrendered  to  a  detachment 
of  Auftrian  troops,  and  two  Engliih  veffiels,  to-day,  the 
4th  of  June,  at  two  o'clock  in  the  afternoon. 

“  Immediately  after  the  figningof  the  Articles,  hoftages 
fhall  be  given  on  either  fide. 

“  The  artillery,  ammunition,  and  other  military  effefts 
belonging  tc  t  he  city  of  Genoa,  and  its  territory,  fhall  be 
faithfully  given  up  by  the  French  commiffaries  to  the  Al¬ 
lied  Armies.  —A 

“Done  on  the  bridge  of  Cornegliano,  5tn  June,  1800.. 

(Signed)  “Baron  D’ott.  Lieut.  General. 

“  Keith,  Vice  Admiral. 

“  Ma  ss  ENA.” 

This  capture,  from  which  fo  much  had  been  ex- 
pefted,  and  which  had  coft  (he  Allies  fo  many  thou- 
fands  of  lives  and  fo  much  treafure,  hardly  afforded 
them  a  triumph  of  twenty-four  hours;  as  General 
Sachet  was  advancing  rapidly  in  the  country  of  Nice, 
and,  in  feveral  contefts  with  the  advanced  guard  of 
Oft,  under  the  command  «i  General  Elnitz,  had 
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taken,  between  the  20th  of  May  and  the  6th  of  June, 
7,000  prifoners  and  30  pieces  of  cannon  ! 

The  French  papers  charged  Lord  Keith  with  re¬ 
futing  to  fulfil  the  terms  of  the  capitulation,  upon  the 
ground,  that  the  artillery  found  in  the  city  ought  to  be 
given  up  by  the  French  to  the  Allies,  and  that  119 
vefTels,  found  by  him  in  the  harbour,  had  entered  the 
port  after  it  was  in  a  (fate  of  blockade.  The  Englifh 
writers  have  not  given  information  enough  upon  the 
fubjeft  to  determine  its  truth  or  falfehood  ;  but  their 
filence  is  of  the  lefs  conlequence,  as  the  armies  had 
taken  fuch  ftations  as  to  place  the  final  iffue  of  the 
conteft  upon  the  event  of  a  Angle  battle. 
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CHAPTER  XVII. 

Battle  of  Marengo. — Armijiice  between  Generals 
Berthier  and  Melas. 

Time  had  flown  fo  rapidly  before  the  tardy  Heps  of 
Melas,  that  he  faw  theabfolute  neceffity  of  catching 
what  remained  :  and  now  every  divifion  of  his  army 
was  advanqing  to  the  feat  of  action,  to  fe-cure  the 
fltrong  forireffies  that  were  not  vet  furrendered.  The 
Auflrian  head-quarters  were  removed  to  Alexandria, 
and  the  commandant  of  Turin  was  ordered  to  com¬ 
mence  offenfive  war,  by  attacking  General  Turreau  at 
Suza. 

This  injudicious  attempt,  even  if  it  had  fucceeded, 
would  but  (lightly  have  weakened  in  the  Weft:  an 
enemy  whofe  ftrength  lay  in  the  Eait;  but  General 
Kaim  was  repulfed  with  lofs,  and  the  French  general 
took  up  a  pofition  of  obfervation  nearer  to  Turin. 

The  day  after  the  battle  of  Montebello  the  French 
head-quarters  were  removed  to  Voghera,  through 
which  the  army  marched  on  its  way  to  Tortona.  The 
French,  on  paffing  under  the  window  at  which  was 
the  Conful,  faw  General  Defaix  (now  appointed  to  a 
divifion)  and  an  Emigrant  officer,  who  had  come  to 
parley  with  him:  upon  this  they  endeavoured  to  fliew 
in  their  countenances  and  their  gellures  the  joy,  or, 
rather,  the fierte ,  which  reigned  in  their  hearts.  The 
cries  of  Vive  Bonaparte  !  withmufic  playing  the  bur- 
lefque  air  anfwering  to  the  words  Nous  Ini  hercerons  be 
flanc ,  was  feen  to  darken  the  afpedt  of  the  officer. 
H  ow  had  a  few  days  changed  the  fortune  of  all  who 
depended  upon  the  oaufe  of  the  Allies!  what  wonders 
had  the  firmnels  of  an  individual  effected  1 
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To  take  Milan — to  operate  a  junction  with  Gene¬ 
ral  Mouncey — to  cut  off  the  rear  of  the  enemy  at 
Brefcia,  Oric,  Novi,  Marcaiia,  and  Placentia — to 
take  their  magazines,  poflefs  themfelves  of  their  de¬ 
pots,  their  fick,  and.  their  parks  of  guns,  were  the 
orders  given  to  the  different  parties  for.  their  move¬ 
ments:  while  the  main  army  had  to  watch  that  ot  the 
enemy — to  beat  up  the  Po,  and  effeft  the  paflage  of 
that  river  before  Stradella:  the  activity  of  all  thefe 
movements  gave  to  the  French  army  win  may  be 
properly  confidered  the  initiative ,  whi  n  thegepiusof 
Buonaparte  knew  how  to  profit  by. 

The  blockade  of  Tortona  was  to  be  the  pextenter- 
prife:  the  army  came  to  its  poiition  before  that  place 
in  columns,  by  divifions;  the  advanced  guard  quietly 
furrounded  the  town,  and  the  day  paffed  without  any 
remarkable  occurrence. 

If  the  Auftrian  commander  had  any  doubts  on  his 
mind  as  to  the  line  of  conduct  the  moil  proper  for  him 
to  purfue,  this  was  the  moment  for  him  to  determine. 
The  pofleflion  of  Genoa  had  fo  far  altered  his  fitua- 
lion,  that  he  had  his  choice  either  to  fight  or  to  flint 
bimfelf  up  in  the  garrifons  he  yet  held  ;  and  this  de- 
cifion  ought  to  have  been  guided  by  the  joint  confe¬ 
derations  of  the  proportion  that  his  means  bore  to 
thofe  of  the  enemy,  and  the  probability  there  was  that 
the  court  of  Vienna  would  be  able  to  fend  a  new 
army  and  new  fupplies  to  his  afiiftance.  If  his  army 
was  equal  to  that  of  Buonaparte,  net  a  doubt  could  be 
entertained  as  to  the  propriety  of  hazarding  a  battle; 
but  it  would  have  been  imprudent  to  face  sn  enemy 
with  an  inferior  force,  becaufe  that  enemy  muft  of 
neceflity  have  weakened  his  power  by  extending  his 
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operations ;  and  it  would  nave  been  advifable  to  have 
taken  the  cnance  oi  receivffig  fupplies  in  preference 
of  lofing  all  by  a  lingle  defeat. 

It  fhould  not  be  forgotten,  that  at  the  time  the  bat¬ 
tle  or  Montebello  was  fought  I1'-  Andrians  were  yet 
in  pofleffion  of  the  ftrong  fortrelles  of  Turin ,  Alexan¬ 
dria,  Tortona  Genoa ,  Savona ,  Coni ,  Ceva,  Alba ,  Aftij 
Kerua,  Cafale ,  and  Valenza-,  befide  the  whole  of  the 
dutchits  of  Mantua  and  Tulcany.  Thofe  fortrefles 
might  have  been  garrifoned,  and  have  defended  them* 
felves  at  lead;  „s  long  as  they  had  been  defended  by 
the  French  upon  form-.r  occaflons ;  and  Genoa,  with 
all  its  advantages,  had  now  the  fuperior  advantage  of 
an  Englifh  fleet  to  keep  it  open  and  furnifn  it  with 
fupplies.  Could  the  French  leave  troops  enough  be¬ 
hind  to  fet  down  before  fo  many  places,  and  yet  have 
an  army  fufficiently  numerous  to  keep  the  field  ?  fup- 
pofe  even  that  they  could,  and  that  they  were  fo  for¬ 
tunate  as  to  take  the  whole  of  thofe  places,  with  the 
exception  of  Genoa;  would  Melas  in  that  city  have 
been  fituated  worfe  than  Maflena  had  been  before  f 
and,  being  in  pofleffion  of  this  port,  could  not  the 
court  of  Vienna,  with  the  affiftance  of  its  allies,  have 
kept  Savona  alfo,  and  have  poured  in  reinforcements 
with  lefs  difficulty  than  the  French  could  have  tranf- 
ported  them  by  the  Alps  and  Glaciers  of  Piedmont 
and  Switzerland  ?  It  is  the  opinion  of  the  French  of¬ 
ficers,  that  the  Auftrians  did  not  trouble  themfelves 
with  thefe  inquiries.  The  writer  of  the  difpatches  to 
Paris  fays,  that  “  they  appeared  to  have  no  fettled  plan 
and  to  fluctuate  ifl  all  their  movements.”  They  were 
bufy  without  doing  bufinefs,  and  the  Conful  took  ad- 
vantage  of  their  confufion. 
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The  French  Teem  to  have  fought  for  Genoa  from  a 
fenfe  of  its  value,  the  Allies  from  the  childilh  motive 
of  gaining  a  temporary  triumph. 

It  ought  not  to  have  efcaped  General  Melas,  that,  if 
the  word  pofiible  misfortune  could  happen  to  him — ■ 
that  he  fliould  lofis  every  fortrefs  without  receiving 
any  kind  of  fupply,  and,  at  lad,  receive  orders  to 
evacuate  all  Italy  :  lb  long  as  he  poffeffed  Genoa  its 
port  would  afford  his  army  a  retreat;  and  to  keep 
open  a  communication  with  that  city,  asvvellas  to  fe- 
cure  a  retreat  to  it,  at  any  price,  ought  to  have  been 
his  fird  and  principal  concern.  Buonaparte  knew 
what  ought  to  be  done,  and  he  hadened  to  benefit  by 
the  negled  :  he  ordered  the  divifion  of  General  Cha- 
brati  to  guard  the  banks  of  the  Po  oppofite  Valenza, 
for  fear  Melas  fliould  attempt  to  efcape  that  way,  and 
lent  General  Gardanne  forward  to  theBortnida,  to  get 
poffedion  of  the  paffes  between  Piedmont  and  Genoa, 
whild  the  army  marched  from  the  camp  before  Tor- 
tona  to  crofs  the  Scrivia. 

To  the  Southward  Maflena  and  Suchet  were  ad¬ 
vancing  rapidly  to  harafs  the  Andrian  rear ;  and  it  ap¬ 
pears,  by  the  Conful’s  Letter  to  the  inferior  Confuls, 
that  he  was  not  ignorant  of  the  diverfion  likely  to  be 
made  in  his  fav<  ur  by  the  army  of  Italy. 

LETTER 

Of  General  Buonaparte,  Firft  Con/ul  of  th  •  Republic, 
to  the  Second  and  Third  Confuls. 

“  Milan,  June  9. 

“  You  will  fee,  citizens  Confuls,  by  the  letters  of  Ge 
neral  Melas,  which  are  annexed  to  my  preceding  lerte 
that  General  Ott  received  orders  to  raife  the  blockade  t 
Genoa  on  the  very  day  that  General  Maffena,  urged  by  t’  • 
VOL.  JV. — NO.  HIV.  Y 
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total  want  of  provifions,  demanded  a  capitulation.  It  ap- 
pears  that  General  MaSTena  has  10,000  combatants  and 
General  Suchet  nearly  as  many.  Tf  thefe  two  corps  have 
united,  as  I  think  they  have,  between  Oneglia  and  Savona, 
they  will  be  able  to  enter  Piedmont,  by  the  Tanaro,  im¬ 
mediately,  and  be  very  ufeful  at  a  time  when  the  enemy 
will  be  obliged  to  leave  fome  troops  at  Genoa. 

“  The  greateR  part  of  the  army  is  at  this  moment  at 
Stradelia.  We  have  a  bridge  at  Placentia:  Orlinovi, 
Brefcia,  and  Cremona,  are  ours. 

“  You  will  find,  fubjoined,  differen'  bulletins,  and  many 
letters,  which  have  been  intercepted,  and  which  it  will, 
perhaps,  be  ufeful  to  publilh. 

“  I  falute  you, 

“  Bonaparte.” 

The  advanced  guard  of  the  army  halted  on  the  13th 
at  San  Juliano,  and,  as  foon  as  the  main  body  arrived, 
the  whole  army  moved  on  into  the  plain  in  order  of 
battle:  all  the  cavalry  marched  in  a  body. 

It  was  now  underftood  by  the  French  army  that 
Melas  had  evacuated  Turin,  and  was  advancing  to 
meet  them  at  the  head  of  near  60,000  men. 

The  divifion  of  General  Gardanne  attacked  the 
enemy  at  the  bridge  of  the  Bormida,  whence  he  re¬ 
treated  to  take  poll  at  Marengo,  wifhing  to  give  bat¬ 
tle  in  the  plain,  where  his  numerous  cavalry  would 
have  rendered  him  great  fervice.  This  difpofition  in¬ 
duced  the  French  to  fuppofe  that  it  was  not  the  defign 
of  Melas  to  attack  them,  but  to  divert  their  attention 
whilft  he  might  make  fure  either  of  Genoa  or  the  Po. 

General  Lafne,  had,  fortunately,  got  pofleflion  of 
Caftel-Novo,  where  flying  bridges  were  conIfru£fed, 
in  order  that  the  Po  might  be  pafled  with  rapidity, 
and  a  corps  of  General  Defaix’s  marched  to  gain  Ri- 
volta. 
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The  Conful,  with  his  horfe-guards  and  pieces  of 
light  artillery  fkirted  Marengo,  and  was  feen  almoft 
the  whole  time,  at  a  diftance,  traverfing  the  plain,  ex¬ 
amining  the  terrein  with  attention,  by  turns  pro¬ 
foundly  meditating  and  giving  orders. 

The  day  began  to  clofe  in,  and  the  cavalry  had 
been  on  horfeback  from  the  moment  it  broke:  all 
had  been  foakeo  to  the  fkin  ;  for  none,  not  even  the 
Conful,  had  found  time  to  put  on  a  cloak. 

In  the  evening  the  French  were  joined  by  feveral 
deferters  and  fome  fcattered  prifoners  which  had  been 
taken  ;  among  others,  an  officer  of  Buffiy’s  legion, 
wearing  the  crTs  of  St.  Louis.  The  Conful  quef- 
tioned  them  with  confiderable  earneftnefs.  All  the 
prifoners  were  aftonifhed,  when  informed  that  the 
perfon  that  they  had  j.utl:  been  (peaking  with  was 
Buonaparte. 

The  whole  army  pa/T  d  the  night  at  San  Juliano,  a 
hamlet  of  three  farms,  a  league  from  Tortona,  and 
fituated  at  the  entrance  of  the  plains  of  Marengo. 
The  Conful,  and  the  thoufand  men  of  his  guard,  the 
ftaff  of  the  army,  and  its  enormous  fuite,  were  all 
heaped  together  at  this  place. 

The  morning  of  June  14th  commenced,  and  fome 
difcharges  of  cannon,  by  the  advanced  guard,  foort 
drove  away  their  deep  :  all  was  in  readinef^prefently, 
and  their  breakfaft  was  concluded  as  fpeedily  as  had 
been  their  flipper  the  over-night.  The  divifion  of 
Gardanne  had  been  attacked  at  feven  ;  at  eight  o’clock 
the  enemy  had  manifefted  much  vigour  of  prepara¬ 
tion :  he  touched  upon  a  few  weak  points  add  made 
certain  difpofitions  in  confequence;  but  his  inten¬ 
tions  were  not  fully  known  at  head-quarters  till  to¬ 
wards  the  latter  part  of  the  morning.  Berthier  was 
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the  firft  upon  the  field  of  batlle.  Till  this  time  the 
various  aides-de-camp  had  relieved  each  other  in  ap- 
prifing  the  Conful  of  the  enemy’s  heps:  mimeous 
wounded  foldiers  arriving  left  no  doubt  that  the 
Auftrians  were  in  force. 

The  troops  under  the  command  of  General  Viftor 
were  immediately  drawn  up  in  order  of  battle:  the 
one  part  formed  the  centre,  which  occupied  the  vil¬ 
lage  of  Marengo;  the  other  formed  the  left  wing, 
which  extended  as  far  as  the  Bormida;  the  corps 
of  General  Lafne  formed  the  right  wing.  The  French 
army  formed  in  two  lines  and  had  its  wings  fupported 
by  ftrong  bodies  of  cavalry. 

The  Andrians  difplaved  themfelves  fucceflively, 
and  debouched  in  three  columns;  that  of  the  right  by 
Figaroio  ;  that  of  the  centre  by  the  great  road  to  Ma¬ 
rengo;  and  that  of  the  left  by  Caftel  Ceriolo. 

The  Auftrian  left  wing  evinced  a  defjgn  to  afeend 
the  Bormida,  and  General  Berthier  received  intelli¬ 
gence  that  the  French  right,  under  Viftor,  was  at¬ 
tacked  w’ith  great  fury  :  by  this  developement  of  his 
forces  the  defign  of  Melas  was  fully  comprehended. 

Upon  receiving  thefe  tidings  the  Conful  mounted 
his  favourite  charger  at  eleven  o’clock,  and  made 
great  hade  to  the  field  of  battle;  General  Defaix, 
who  had  been  ordered  to  Seravalla,  w'as  inftantly  re¬ 
called,  and  his  divifton,  with  the  referved  cavalry,  di¬ 
rected  to  fupport  General  Viftor.  Both  cannon  and 
mufketry,  on  certain  points,  began  to  be  heard  and  to 
approach  nearer  and  nearer;  many,  both  of  cavalry 
and  infantry,  retired  into  the  rear,  wounded  by  the 
fire  of  theorifet.  The  Auftrian  line  was  extended  to 
the  fpace  of  two  leagues  :  for  it  is  neceflary  to  remark, 
that  the  Bormida,  although  generally  rapid  and  deep. 
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was,  neverthelefs,  fordable  at  feveral  places.  The 
Austrians  were  particularly  tenacious  of  their  pofition 
near  the  bridge,  but  the  principal  point  of  adlion  was 
at  St.  Stefano :  from  this  point  they  could  gain  Vog- 
hera  before  the  French  could,  and  thereby  cut  off 
their  retreat ;  they,  therefore,  rnceflant-ly  diredled  their 
attention  to  this  weak  point,  By  twelve  o’clock  the 
French  were  well  convinced  that  the  whole  Auftrian 
force  was  on  the  Feld,  and  that  they  now,  in  good 
earned,  accepted  the  challenge  which  they  had'de- 
dined  the  day  before. 

Orders  were  given  to  the  dtfpofable  troops  in  the 
rear  to  come  forward,  but  the  corps  under  the  com-- 
maud  of  Defaix  was  Aid  at  a  cohfiderable  diflance- 
The  left  wing,  under  the  orders  of  Vidtor,  began 
to  give  way,  and  feveral  corps  of  infantry  retired  in 
diforder,  whilft  whole  platoons  of  cavalry  puflied  back- 
The  firing  drew  nearer;  in  the  centre  a  dreadful  dif- 
charore  was  heard  on  the  Bormida,  which  ceafed  all  at 
once.  “  I,”  fays  Monfieur  Petit,  “  was  in  an  inex- 
preflible  anxiety,  yet  ftill  I  ventured  to  flatter  myfelf 
that  our  troops  advanced;  on  the  contrary,  however,. 
I  faw  them,  in  a  few  minutes  after,  returning  with 
but  too  much -nade,.  carrying  the  wounded  on  their 
fhoulders  *.  on  the  part  of  the  right  wing,  alfo,  I 
faw,  with  ..concern,  that  the  enemy  gained  infenfibly 
•upon  us.” 

Buonaparte  advanced  in  front,  and  exhorted  to 
courage  and  firmnefs  all  the  corps  he  met  with  :  it 
was  vifible  that  ns  prefence  reanimated  them.  Se¬ 
veral  foidiers  were  obferved  to  prefer  abfolute  death, 
in  fuflaining  the  retreat,  to  the  difpleafure  they  might 
give  him  in  being  a  witnefs  of  their  flight.  From, 
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this  moment  his  horfe-guards  no  longer  continued,  as 
before,  near  his  perfon ;  but,  without  being  at  any 
great  diftance  from  him,  took  an  adiive  part  in  the 
battle. 

A  cloud  of  Auftrian  cavalry  debouched  rapidly  in 
the  plain  and  formed  themfelves  in  battle  array? 
mafking  an  immenfe  train  of  light  artillery,  which  in- 
ftantly  began  to  haften  the  deftrudlion  of  the  French 
ranks.  General  Berthier,  who,  at  no  great  diftance, 
had  his  eye  upon  the  movement  of  this  column,  was 
brifkly  charged  by  a  part  of  it,  and  was  forced  to  re¬ 
tire  upon  the  horfe  grenadiers  of  the  Confular  guard. 
Murat,  at  the  head  of  the  dragoons,  took  the  Auftri- 
ans  in  flank,  protecting  the  retreat  of  the  infantry 
and  preferving  the  right  flank  of  Vidtor. 

For  two  hours  General  Gardanne  fuftained  the 
attack  of  the  right  and  centre  of  the  enemy  without 
lofing  an  inch  of  ground,  notwithftanding  his  inferi¬ 
ority  in  artillery  :  both  tides  fought  with  equal  obfti- 
nacy. 

The  foot  grenadiers  of  the  Confular  guard  now 
came  up,  and  forming  in  the  mod  orderly  manner,  in 
fubdiviflons,  advanced  againft  the  enemy :  without 
artillery  without  cavalry,  to  the  number  of  five  hun¬ 
dred  only,  they  had  to  endure  the  brunt  of  a  victori¬ 
ous  army  !  But,  not  confidering  the  fmallnefs  of  their 
numbers,  they  kept  advancing  and  forced  every  thing 
to  give  way  in  their  paflage  :  the  lofty  Eagle  hovered 
everywhere  around  them  and  threatened  to  tear  them 
in  pieces.  The  very  firft  bullet  which  ftruck  them 
laid  three  grenadiers  and  a  fourrier  dead  on  the  ground, 
being  in clcfe  order.  Charged  three  times  bytheca- 
valry,  fufiladed  by  the  infantry,  within  fifty  paces, 
they  furrounded  their  colours  and  their  wounded,  and, 
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in  a  hollow  fquare,  exhaufted  all  their  rounds  of  car¬ 
tridges,  and  then,  with  How  and  regular  fteps,  fell 
back  and  joined  the  rear  guard  ! 

Notwithftanding  many  limilar  traits  of  courage 
the  army  fought  retreating  in  a  "7  parts :  the  centre 
gave  way,  and  the  Auftrians  outftretched  the  French 
and  turned  the  right  wing.  General  Gardanne,  obliged 
to  quit  his  pofition  in  the  advanced  guard,  retreated 
gradually  and  took  an  oblique  pofition.  At  the  fame 
moment  the  garrifon  of  Tortona,  difcovering  the  al- 
moft  routed  condition  of  Victor,  made  a  fortie  ;  and 
thus  the  French  were  furrounded  on  every  part. 

The  Conful,  who  was  all  the  while  in  the  centre, 
encouraged  the  remains  of  the  gallant  corps  which 
defended  the  road  and  the  defile  which  it  eroded,  {hut 
up  on  one  fide  by  a  wood  and  on  the  other  by  fome 
bufliy  vineyards,  of  lofty  growth:  the  village  of 
Marengo  flanked  this  cruelly  memorable  fpot  to  the 
left. 

What  torrents  of  blood  were  filed  in  that  place !  ' 
what  numbers  of  brave  men  perifhed  there !  An 
invincible  courage  had,  unceafingly,  to  ftruggleagainfl 
numbers  of  the  obflinate  foe,  perpetually  increafing. 

The  French  artillery,  in  part  difmounted  or  taken, 
had  but  little  ammunition.  Thirty  pieces  of  cannon, 
actively  ferved  by  the  enemy,  cut  in  two  both  men 
and  trees,  the  branches  of  which,  in  their  fall,  crufhed 
to  death  thofe  who  were  before  wounded,  and  who 
had  fought  an  infecure  refuge  under  them. 

In  this  awful  moment,  when  the  dead  and  the  dying 
■covered  almoft  the  whole  field,  the  Conful  feemed  to 
brave  death  and  to  be  near  it ;  for  the  bullets  were 
Ieen,  more  than  once,  to  drive  up  the  ground  between 
hli  horfe’s  legs.  In  the  midft  of  warriors,  who  fell  on 
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every  fide  of  him,  he  was  obferved  to  be  giving  his 
orders  with  his  accuftomed  coolnefs,  he  faw  the 
approaching  temped  without  tedifying  any  fear  of 
it !  All  thofe  who  perceived  him,  forgetting  the 
perils  which  they  had  to  encounter,  exclaimed:  “If 
he  diould  be  killed  !  why  does  he  not  retire?”  It  is- 
faid,  too,  that  Berthier  addreffcd  him  to  the  fame 
effect.  The  mod  courageous  man,-  the  man  loving 
glory  as  he  does,  might  very  well  be  moved  without 
any  imputation  of  a  crime  :  But  no,  the  Buonaparte 
of  Areola  difeovered  no  change  in  thofe  moments  of 
doubtful  fortune. 

Part  of  the  ill  fuccefs  of  the  French  was  to  be 
-attributed  to  the  defertion  of  a  general,  who, 
without  authority,  had  quitted  the  command  of  his 
brigade  when  General  Vidlor  fent  orders  to  him  to 
afeend  the  Bormida  and  obferve  the  right  of  the 
Audrians. 

The  village  of  Marengo,  expofed  by  the  retreat  of 
Gardanne,  feemed  to  be  the  prize  for  which  both 
armies  were  fighting.  General  Victor,  ftationed  fuc- 
-ceifively  the  24th  light,  the  43d,  and  96th  of  the 
line,  to  defend  it ;  whilQ:  General  Gardanne,  in  his 
new  pofition,  took  in  flank  the  corps  marching  to 
attack  it.  The  Audrian  ranks,  fvvept  down  by  a 
terrible  fire,  for  a  moment  gave  way,  but  encouraged 
by  new  reinforcements,  continued  their  march. 

While  thefe  movements  were  going  on,  the  bri¬ 
gade  under  the  command  of  General  Ktllerman,  the 
-younger,  fupported  the  left;  the  8th  dragoons 
charged  and  routed  a  column  of  the  Audrian  ca¬ 
valry,  but  it  was  charged  in  its  turn  by  fuperior 
forces,  and  was  upon  the  point  of  giving  way,  when 
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the  2nd  and  10th  cavalry  came  to  its  afliflance,  and 
took  ioo  prifoners. 

The  left  of  the  enemy  advanced  towards  Caftel 
Ceriolo,  whilft  their  centre,  always  receiving  new 
reinforcements,  fucceeded  in  carrying  Marengo, where 
they  made  400  men  prifoners,  who  had  fhut  them- 
felves  up  in  a  houfe.  At  this  time,  fome  of  the 
French  fharp-fliooters,  who  had  expended  all  their 
cartridges,  quitting  the  field  in  diforder,  the  Apftrians 
tvere  encouraged  to  return  to  the  charge,  with  addi¬ 
tional  impetuofity;  General  Lal'ne  charged  them 
with  fuccefs.  The  line  uncovered  in  the  plain, 
refilled  the  artillery  and  fupported  the  charge  of 
the  Auftrian  cavalry,  but  durft  not  attempt  to  purfue 
th  in  for  fear  of  being  turned.  On  the  left,  Ge¬ 
neral  Victor  ordered  a  retrogade  movement,  and 
General  Lafne  then  found  himfelf  attacked  by  forces 
infinitely  fuperior,  and  was  obliged  to  follow  the 
fame  courfe. 

The  Conful,  acquainted  that  the  referve  of 
General  Defaix  had  not  yet  arrived,  haftened  to  the 
divifion  of  General  Lafne,  to  flacken  its  retreat : 
“  My  lads,”  faid  he,  “it  is  my  practice  to  Jlceji  on  the 
field  of  battle.”  Neverthelefs,  the  enemy  advanced  : 
the  Conful  wiflied  to  charge  them  in  the  rear,  at 
the  head  of  the  y2d  demi-brigade,  and  ordered  fe- 
veral  movements  with  that  view,  which  ferved  to 
gain  fome  time.  The  retreat  was,  however,  abfo- 
lutely  neceflary,  and  it  was  effeftecf  in  good  order, 
though  under  a  fire  of  80  pieces  of  cannon,  which 
preceded  the  march  of  the  Auftrian  columns. 

The  galling  fire  of  the  enemy  did  not  (hake  the 
firmnefis  of  the  French  battalions ;  they  drew  clofe 
ranks,  and  manoeuvred  with  the  fame  precifion  as 
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if  they  had  'been^on  the  parade.  At  this  moment 
General  Berthier  fent  two  demi-brigades  to  Cartel 
Ceriolo,  to  charge  the  battalions  that  fupported  the 
Auftrian  cavalry,  the  centre  and  left  continuing  to 
retrogade. 

In  fhort,  at  four  o’clock  in  the  afternoon,  in  a 
line  of  five  miles  or  more,  there  did  not  ftand  fix 
thoufand  infantry  to  their  colours,  and  only  fix 
pieces  of  cannon  could  be  made  any  ufe  of!  Let 
not  the  riter  be  accuied  of  exaggeration,  in  paint¬ 
ing  this  prodigious  falling-off,  the  caufes  of  which 
are  very  well  known.  A  third  of  the  army  was 
actually  put  hors  de  cotnbat :  the  deficiency  of  car¬ 
riages  for  removing  the  tick  and  wounded  occafioned 
the  neceffity  for  more  than  another  third  to  be  occu¬ 
pied  in  this  painful  fervice  :  not  to  fpeak  of  the 
piaufible  pretext  this  circumrtance  afforded  to  cap¬ 
tain  individuals  (of  which  an  army  always  contains 
more  or  lefs)  to  abfent  themfeives  at  lo  unfeafonable 
a  conjuncture  from  their  refpedive  corps.  Hunger, 
lhirff,  and  fatigue,  had  imperdoufly  forced  a  great 
number  of  officers  to  withdraw  alfo;  and  every  one 
knows  what  effetft  the  ablence  of  officers  occafions. 
The  Tirailleurs  alfo  had,  for  the  mod  part,  loft  the 
direftion  of  tneir  corps. 

Any  one,  who,  in  thofe  circumftances,  fo  terrible 
and  fo  difcouraging  to  the  French  army,  might  have 
attempted  to  perfuade  them,  that  in  two  horns  from 
that  time,  they  fhould  gain  the  battie,  take  7,000 
prifoners,  many  general  officers,  12  ftands  of  colours, 
26  pieces  of  artillery  ;  have  eleven  ftrong  places,  in 
fad,  all  the  fineft  part  of  Italy,  delivered  into  their 
hands  by  the  enemy;  that,  in  two  days,  that  enemy 
would,  in  an  humiliated  condition,  file  off  through 
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their  ranks;  that  an  armiftice  would  fufpend  the 
fcotirge  of  war ;  fuch  a  man  would  have  appeared, 
by  fuch  filly  hopes  and  predictions,  as  if  only  defirous 
to  infuit  their  defperate  condition.  How,  then, 
were  fuch  wonders  brought  about  ?  we  mult  follow 
the  courfe  of  our  narrative. 

The  enemy,  not  being  able  to  force  the  defile, 
upon  which  the  greatelf  part  of  the  troops  had 
doubled,  began  to  re-eftablifh  a  molt  formidable  line 
of  artillery,  under  protection  of  which  they  threw 
their  infantry  into  the  vineyards  and  into  the  woods. 
The  cavalry,  drawn  up  in  the  rear,  only-waited  the 
moment  of  the  French  being  driven  out  to  fall 
upon  their  difperfed  ranks  and  hew  them  to  pieces. 
Had  this  laft  event  happened,  all  had  been  loft  irre¬ 
trievably,  the  Conful  muft  have  been  taken  or  killed, 
and  his  foldiers  too  much  difpirited  to  have  reco¬ 
vered.  But  ViCfory  was  not  far  diftant;  faithful  to 
Buonaparte,  fhe  came,  at  length,  to  fight  with  him, 
and  to  be  his  guide. 

Already  had  the  divifions  of  Mounier  and  Defaix 
begun  to  fhew  themfelves  :  notwithftanding  a  forced 
march  of  ten  leagues  they  arrived  on  a  full  gallop  ; 
they  forgot  their  wants,  and  only  thirfted  to  avenge 
their  fallen  comrades.  .  The  crowd  of  wounded  and 
runaways  might  well  enough  have  damped  their 
courage;  but,  with  eyes  fixed  on  Defaix,  they  only 
thought  of  fharing  his  dangers,  and  flying  to  glory. 
Alas  !  they  were  far  from  thinking,  that,  in  an  hour 
they  would  ceafe  to  be  commanded  by  this  brave 
general.  The  foot  grenadiers  appeared  again,  co¬ 
vered  with  renown,  and  menacing,  with  their  ter¬ 
rible  bayonets,  thofe  who,  a  fhort  time  pafled,  had 
bargained  for  their  caps  beforehand.  The  foldiers 
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of  the  legions  of  BufTy,  had  colle&ed  the  caps  of 
the  grenadiers  killed  or  wounded,  and  exhibited 
them  to  the  French  line,  by  twirling  them  round  on 
their  fabres. 

The  village  of  Cartel  Ceriolo  was  carried  by  the 
two  demi-brigades  of  Mounier’s  divifion,  who  field 
a  large  body  of  the  Auftrian  cavalry  in  check.  The 
referve  under  General  Defaix,  formed  in  two  lines 
in  the  plain  of  St.  Juliano,  flanked  on  the  right  by 
12  pieces  of  artillery,  commanded  by  General  Mar- 
monf,  and  fupported  on  the  left  by  the  cavalry, 
under  the  command  of  General  Kellerman.  The 
army  rallied  at  St.  Juliano. 

General  Melas  here  committed  a  great  fault,  in 
changing  that  difpofition  of  his  forces  which  had 
procured  him  fo  much  fuccefs.  Finding  too  many 
obflacles  in  the  centre,  he  thought,  that,  by  extend¬ 
ing  his  wings,  he  might  furround  the  enemy,  and 
thereby  entirely  cut  him  off :  he,  therefore,  direfted 
great  part  of  his  force  to  thefe  points,  imagining 
he  had  fufficiently  concealed  his  movements.  Thus, 
not  being  able  to  difcover  what  pafled  in  the  French 
army,  and  ignorant  of  thofe  reinforcements  which 
had  juft  arrived,  he  laid  the  foundation  of  his  own 
difafter.  In  faft,  Buonaparte,  (always  placed  in  the 
poll  of  honour,  and  whofe  perfpicacious  eye  no¬ 
thing  efcaped,)  feized  this  favourable  opportunity  : 
his  orders  flew  every  where  in  a  moment. 

As  foon  as  the  firft  battalion  of  the  divifion  of 
Defaix  had  reached  the  heights,  that  General  formed 
it  in  clofe  column.  Every  one  kept  his  prefcribed 
diftance  ;  each  received  particular  inftru&ions.  The 
Conful,  the  General  in  Chief  (Berthier,)  the  ge¬ 
nerals,  the  officers  of  the  staff,  ran  through  the 
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®nks,  and  everywhere  infpired  that  Confidence 
which  precedes  and  creates  great  fuccefles.  This 
work  took  up  an  hour,  which  was  a  terrible  one  to 
pafs,  for  the  Auftrian  artillery  was  bearing  cruelly 
upon  the  French  ranks.  Their  ricochet  bullets  car¬ 
ried  away  with  them  both  men  and  horfes  ;  the  French 
received  death  amidft  them  in  this  manner  without 
moving  a  ftep,  except  to  clofe  their  ranks  over  the 
dead  bodies  of  their  comrades !  This  thundering 
artillery  reached  even  the  cavalry,  who  rallied  in  the 
rear,  as  well  as  a  great  number  of  foot  foldiers  of 
different  corps,  who,  encouraged  by  Defaix’s  divi. 
lion,  which  they  had  feen  pafs,  ran  anew  to  the  field 
of  honour.  What  was  now  to  happen  had  been 
forefeen— was  calculated  upon  :  the  battalions  burnt 
with  impatience;  the  drummer’s  eye,  fixed  upon  the 
drum-major’s  cane,  waited  for  the  fignal;  the  trum¬ 
peter,  with  his  arm  raifed  up,  prepared  his  breath  1 
The  fignal  was  given,  the>  terrible  /tas  de  charge  was 
heard  !  General  Defaix  at  the  head  of  the  brave 
9th  light,  threw  himfelf  with  impetuofity  into  the 
midft  of  the  Auflrian  battalions,  and  charged  them 
with  the  bayonet.  The  cjivifion  of  Boudet  followed 
the  fame  moment  on  the  right.  All  the  corps 
were  put  in  motion  at  once  in  two  lines ;  the  tremen¬ 
dous  fire  of  the  French,,  like  a  torrent,  carried  every 
thing  away  that  oppofed  its  paflage ;  in  a  few  mi¬ 
nutes  the  defile  was  freed  from  the  enemy,  who 
were  everywhere  thrown  down ;  the  dying,  the 
living,  the  dead,  and  the  wounded,  were  all  trodden 
foot. 

Every  chief  of  a  battalion,  as  he  reached  the  back 
of  the  defile,  drew  up  his  corps  in  order  of  battle 
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and  now  the  French  line  prefented  a  formidaBfe 
front.  As  fad  as  the  pieces  c  cannon  could  be 
brought  up,  they  were  employed  in  battery,  and 
made  great  havoc,  by  their  point-blank  (hot,  among 
the  affrighted  Auffrians.  Thefe  fell  back  in  their 
turn,  and  their  immenfe  cavalry  charged  in  a  body 
with  fury ;  but  the  bayonet  flopped  the  infantry 
fuddenly,  and  one  of  their  powder  waggons  blowing 
up,  their  alarm  redoubled  :  the  riling  diforder  being 
hidden  in  the  fmoke,  the  exclamations  of  the  con¬ 
querors  added  to  the  terror  of  the  vanquifhed  ;  in 
fliort,  all,  in  a  fright,  gave  way,  and  fled. 

The  French  cavalry  then  rufhed  into  the  plain, 
and  by  its  daring  conduct  concealed  its  fmallnefs  of 
number.  It  advanced  towards  the  enemy  without 
the  leafl  fear  of  being  broken  into.  On  the  right, 
Defaix  cleared  hedges  and  ditches,  threw  down  and 
trampled  upon  every  thing  that  oppofed  him.  To 
the  left,  Viftor,  his  rival  in  fwiftnefs,  carried  Ma¬ 
rengo,  and  flew  towards  the  Bormida. 

The  centre  with  lefs  force,  and  the  cavalry,  under 
the  orders  of  Murat,  advanced  majeflically  into  the 
plain,  always  within  half-cannon’s  length.  Murat 
greatly  annoyed  the  Auftrian  center,  and  by  watch¬ 
ing  and  following  its  movements,  kept  an  enormous 
body  of  cavalry  in  check,  which  could  only  manoeuvre 
under  the  fire  of  three  eight-pounders  and  a  howitzer. 
The  French  infantry  was  ready  to  turn  them,  having 
a  fliorfer  fpace  to  run  over,  in  order  to  reach  the 
bridge,  and  thus  cut  off  the  principal  point  of  their 
retreat.  I  he  intrepid  Defaix,  having  obliqued  to 
the  ri  hr  upon  San  Stefano,  cut  off  the  Auftrians 
’  ft  ■  -r.  entirely  ;  and,  in  the  very  moment  of  his 
.  i.':  .1,  aiter  having  faved  the  army,  and,  perhaps, 
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his  country ;  the  friend  and  the  model  of  brave  men? 
Defaix,  received  a  mortal  wound,  from  a  bullet,  in 
the  head  !  When  tidings  of  his  death  were  carried 
to  the  Conful,  in  the  heat  of  the  battle,  he  ex¬ 
claims,  “  Why  have  I  not  time  to  weep!”  The 
death  of  this  officer,  who  was  univerlally  beloved, 
infpired  the  army  with  new  ardour.  To  avenge  his 
death,  they  fell  on  the  fecond  line  of  Auflrian  in¬ 
fantry,  which  met  them  with  courageous  firmnefs, 
and  another  terrible  onfet  hung  the  victory  again 
in  long  fufpenfe;  the  fury  of  the  French  bayonets 
was  met  by  the  Auftrian  battalions.  The  younger 
Kelltrman,  with  800  horfe,  collected  from  various 
regiments,  made  6,000  Hungarian  grenadiers  and 
others,  hefides  Generals  Zach,  St.  Julian,  and  the 
officers  of  the  ftaff,  prifoners. 

Night  was  coming  on;  the  troops  of  the  Auftrians 
in  diforder;  cavalry,  infantry,  artillery,  were  heaped 
one  upon  another  towards  the  centre:  in  the  throng 
many  of  their  own  men  were  thrown  off  the  bridge 
into  the  river.  The  artillery,  which  they  had  drawn 
back  at  the  commencement  of  their  recrea',  for  fear 
that,  by  its  being  taken,  it  might  be  turned  againil 
them,  was,  in  the  prefent  circumftances,  of  more 
injury  than  ufe  to  them,  as  it  intercepted  thei  paf- 
fage.  Murat,  feeing  the  importance  of  precipitating 
their  retreat,  and  increafing  then  confufion,  made 
the  French  cavalry  advance  on  a  full  trot;  and  Ge¬ 
neral  Lafne,  who,  at  the  head  of  the  grenadiers  of  the 
Confular  Guard  and  the  divifion  of  Boudet  marched  * 
againfl  this  line,  fupported  by  the  artillery  under 
Marmont,  in  a  fhort  time  got  before  a  part  of  the 
flying  infantry,  which  had  no  refource  but  to  be 
made  prifoners  or  to  be  cut  to  pieces.  The  horfe 
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grenadiers,  and  the  chafi'eurs  of  the  Confular  Guard, 
.kept  the  right  of  the  road,  to  the  number  of  200 ; 
four  or  five  hundred  men,  of  the  ift,  6th,  8th  dra¬ 
goons,  and  20th  of  cavalry,  occupied  the  left  : 
Murat  flew  -from  one  fide  to  the  other.  The  decifive 
moment  was  come :  the  chief  of  brigade,  Befiieres, 
filled  with  the  fame  ardour  which  infpired  the  army 
and  exciting  a  defire  in  each  corps  to  diftinguifh 
itfelf,  gave  orders  for  the  trumpet  to  found  a  charge, 
that  they  might  fall  upon  the  enemy’s  infantry, 
already  out  of  breath. 

The  third  line  of  Auftrian  cavalrv,  refolving  to  fave 
the  infantry,  came  up  in  column,  and  their  rapid  pace 
obliged  the  French  to  give  loofe  to  their  reins;  but 
they,  at  the  fame  time  inclined  to  the  left,  by  obliqu¬ 
ing  on  them.  At  the  diftance  of  about  thirty  paces 
was  a  ditch,  which  again  feparated  the  furious 
combatants  *.  the  French  eroded  the  ditch,  fword 
in  hand,  and  furrounded  the  two  firft  platoons  in 
five  minutes.  The  Auftrians  did  but  ill  defend 
themfelves,  and  were,  therefore,  cut  down  or  thrown 
into  diforder.  The  French,  at  firft,  made  no  pri- 
foners,  but  the  dragoons  took  the  fame  column  in 
fiank,  and  added  to  the  general  carnage.  The  pur- 
fuit  was  continued  as  far  as  a  ravine,  where  they 
made  a  great  many  prifioners.  Thepurfuit  continued 
till  the  Aufrrian  rear-gi.ard  was  cut  to  pieces  and 
till  their  whole  force  had  arrived  at  t he  bridge  of  the 
Bormida :  at  length  the  paucity  of  numbers,  the 
unfavourablenefs  of  the  ground,  the  night  fetting  in, 
and  the  extreme  fatigue  of  the  horfes,  induced  the 
prudent  Murat  to  think  it  would  not  be  proper  to 
expofe  his  troops  further,  to  increafe  the  fruits  of  fo 
fuccefsful  a  day’s  work. 
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General  Berthier  fays,  it  was  night  alone  that 
faved  the  Auftrian  army  ;  it  may  be  fo,  but  it  is 
poffible  that  the  Auftrians  could  have  borne  a  few 
hours  more  of  hunger  and  fatigue  as  well  as  the 
French.  The  two  armies  had,  however,  been  fourteen 
hours  within  mufket-fhot  of  each  other,  and  doubt 
lefs,  both  of  them  wanted  repofe.  Vi£tory  had 
inclined  to  each  fide  four  times  during  the  day,  and 
60  pieces  of  cannon  had  been,  alternately,  won  and 
loft.  At  the  clofe  of  the  battle,  the  French  had; 
taken  12  ftandards,  26  pieces  of  cannon,  and  7,000 
prifoners :  the  Auftrians  had  loft  feven  of  their 
generals,  400  officers,  with  8.000  men  killed  or 
wounded.  The  French  loft  the  General  Defaix,  and 
the  brother  of  General  Watrin,  killed,  four  generals 
of  brigade  wounded,  near  Bookmen  killed,  2,00a 
wounded,  and  r,ioo  taken  prifoners;  Generals 
Chamberlin  and  Marmont,  were  wounded. 

Thus  ended  this  memorable  day.  The  darknefs 
deprived  both  ftdes  of  the  means  of  fuccouring  all 
the  wounded  ;  a  great  number  were  left  upon  the 
field  of  battle.  The  Auftrians  and  the  French,  now 
becoming  brethren  from  fad  neceffity,  drew  nearer  to 
each  other,  bv  crawling,  as  well  as  they  could,  and 
oft  ering  or  feeking  mutual  aid. 

Every  one  had  lain  where  he  was  found,  with  his 
knapfack  on  his  back  and  his  firelock  n  ’tween  his 
limbs;  horfemen,  holding,  as  long  as  they  could,  their 
bridles  in  their  hands,  and  fleeping,  both  horfes  and. 
riders,  without  any  th'ngr  to  eat  or  drink. 

1  he  clock  at  Marengo  {truck  ten,  when  the  ha- 
rafted  French  were  returning  flowly  towards  San. 
uliano.  Numbers,  diftrefted  with  fatigue,  but  more 
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for  want  of  deep,  dofed  upon  their  horfes  backs,  bat 
were,  every  in  ft  ant.  routed  by  the  painlul  cries  of 
thofe  who  were  borne  acrofs  firelocks  or  temporary 
hand-barrows ;  or  of  thofe,  who,  abandoned  and  fcat- 
tered  in  the  fields,  implored  their  aid.  Thus  every 
humane  and  fenfitive  heart  was  penetrated  with  that 
melancholy  to  which  the  true  foldier  is  no  ftranger, 
and  which  does  him  fo  much  honour.  Horfes,  limp¬ 
ing  here  and  there,  upon  three  legs,  called  to  them 
by  their  inftinftive  neighings;  at  every  ftep,  too,  it 
was  neceflary  to  turn  out  of  the  way,  fo  as  to  avoid 
treading  upon  the  wounded.  The  ditches  and  the 
road  often  prefented  the  fcene  of  caifloons  and  other 
carriages,  as  well  as  cannon,  overturned :  further  off 
were  houfes  devoured  by  the  flames  and  tumbling 
UDon  the  heads  of  the  wretched  owners,  half  dead  bv 
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the  fears  which  had  driven  them  to  the  expedient  of 
hiding  themfelves  in  the  cellars  and  other  fubterra- 
neous  places.  The  total  darknefs  which  everywhere 
appeared  made  the  picture  additionally  frightful.  Pri- 
foners,  not  knowing  where  to  go,  but,  with  the  hope 
of  efcaping,  wandered  at  random  :  if  they  were  met 
by  the  French  foldiers,  bending  under  the  weight  of 
their  wounded  comrades,  they  were  forced  to  turn 
back  and  bear  thofe  burthens  on  their  (boulders. 

“  At  length  arrived  at  head-quarters,  which  ferved 
as  the  Jliuri  '.'ancc  of  the  army,”  fays  Monfieur  Petir, 
“  every  one  llowed  h'mfelf  as  he  could,  among  the 
dying  and  the  dead,  without  the  piercing  cries  of  the 
former  being  able  any  longer  to  furmount  the  vio¬ 
lence  of  fleep.  The  next  morning,  hunger  taking  its 
turn  to  prevail,  I,”  he  continues,  “  in  a  melancholy 
condi  i  n,  entered  the  great  court,  to  look  for  fome- 
tbing  for  myfclf  and  horfe  to  eat :  I  was  there 
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ftruck  with  a  fight  fo  horrible  that  I  fhuddered  all 
over. — More  than  three  thoufand,  Frenchmen  and 
Auftrians,  heaped  upon  one  another,  in  the  yard,  in 
the  granaries,  in  the  ftabies  and  outhoufes,  even  to  the 
very  cellars  and  vaults,  were  uttering  the  mod  la¬ 
mentable  cries,  blended  with  the  fevered  curfes  againd 
the  furgeons,  there  being  too  few  to  drefs  all  their 
wounded  at  once.  Everywhere  I  heard  the  languidi- 
ing  voices  of  comrades,  or  of  my  particular  friends, 
who  begged  of  me  fomething  to  eat  or  drink :  all  that 
1  could  do  was  to  fetch  them  fome  water!  In  truth, 
forgetting  my  own  wants  and  thofe  of  my  horfe,  I 
daid  more  than  two  hours,  running  backwards  and 
forwards,  performing,  by  turns,  the  part  of  a  furgeon 
and  an  hofpital  attendant. 

“  Prifoners  were  brought  in  from  every  part,  which 
increafed  the  number  of  the  famiflted:  in  fliort,  this 
was  a  day  that  appeared  of  an  infupportable  length  to 
all  of  us.” 

An  event,  however,  occurred  during  this  day  which 
made  the  French  army  acquainted  with  the  value  of 
the  vi&ory  they  had  obtained. —  An  Auftrian  officer 
came  to  parley,  and  a  French  aid-de-camp  fet  out 
immediately  to  Alexandria  :  Berthier  went  off  to  that 
place  about  noon,  leaving  all  in  the  greateft  expect¬ 
ation,  but  no  one  dared  to  hope  for  that,  which,  the 
next  day,  they  knew  to  have  been  obtained. 

A  fupp'y  of  fubfiftence  and  other  ncceflaries  now 
began  to  arrive,  as  well  as  carriages  for  the  convey¬ 
ance  of  the  fick:  a  fraternal  partition  of  theft  com¬ 
forts  was  made  among  all  the  victims  of  that  bloody 
day.  Without  any  inquietude  or  jealoufy  the  Auftrian 
was  feen  with  the  Frenchman,  who,  two  days  before, 
would  have  cut  one  another’s  throats !  they  were  feen 
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to  receive,  from  the  fame  hands,  under  the  fame  roof, 
in  the  fame  chamber,  rhe  required  help,  and  the  ur¬ 
gent  care  of  fuccouring  humanity ! 

It  may  Hot  be  improper  to  introduce  in  this  place  a 
few  remarks  upon  the  battle,  as  they  were  viven 
fliortly  afterwards,  by  a  French  writer,  who  ferved  in 
the  Confular  guard. 

“  We,  neverthdefs,  had  many  complaints  to  make 
againft  the  Auftrians,”  fays  Monfieur  Petit;  “  and 
it  may  be  faid,  t-hat,  in  the  whole  courfe  of  this  long 
and  terrible  war  again  ft  liberty,  but  efpecially  in  the 
day  of  the  battle  of  Marengo,  and  thofe  which  pre¬ 
ceded  it,  they  did  not  (hew  that  regard  for  the  French 
which  a  generous  enemy'  always  feels  for  a  valiant, 
though  conquered,  foe.  During  twelve  hours,  that 
they  had  the  upper  hand  of  us,  could  it  be  believed 
that  they  made  only  eleven  hundred  prifoners,  of 
Which  twenty-five  were  of  the  Confular  guard  !  They 
mull,  neceftarily,  have  had  many  more;  but,  inflated 
with  their  fuccefs  (as  they  always  are)  they  did  not 
imagine  that  we  fliould  ever  be  able  to  bring  back 
victory  to  our  ftandards; — they  treated  us  without 
mercy. 

“  The  priefts  of  Alexandria  manifelled  a  bafenefs 
and  cruelty  towards  us,  for  which  it  may  be  proper 
to  mark  their  foreheads  with  the  feal  cf  ignominy. 
In  the  beginning  of  the  action  fome  French  prifoners 
were  conducted  to  Alexandria  :  the  priefts  announced 
their  entry  by  ringing  the  bells;  cries  of  i  Viiftory !’ 
and  the  enthufialm  of  joy  aftailed  the  prifoners.  As  far 
as  that  event,  however,  it  is  lawful,  fince  they  may  be 
allowed  to  prefer  the  Auftrian  to  the  Frenchmen; 
but  they  dared  to  call  us  names,  and  even  to  ftrike  the 
unfortunate,  who  had  not  the  means  of  feif-defence. 
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ana  even  exhibited  poinards  to  them  !  And  thefe  are 
weil-inftrudted  civilized  men,  imbued  with  a  facred 
religion,  who  give  way  to  fuch  excefles.  But  mark 
— thefe  fame  men,  two  hours  after  (events  had  changed 
the  face  of  things)  dared  to  offer  to  {hake  hands  with 
us !  Nothing  is  more  (hocking  than  the  eagernefs 
with  which  the  Auftrian  drips  off  the  fpoil  of  his  pri- 
foner  :  not  one  among  us  preferved  his  fack,  his  hat, 
his  cravat,  or  his  (hoes :  they  fnatched  from  many 
Frenchmen  the  rings  out  of  their  ears,  without  giv¬ 
ing  them  time  to  unlock  them.  We  are  pofitively 
affured  alfo  (how  revolting  !)  that  they  fabred  feveral 
of  our  comrades  three  or  four  hours  after  they  had 
been  taken;  and  it  is  added,  that  this  is  no  uncom¬ 
mon  cafe  among  them.  It  will  be  readily  admitted, 
that,  after  fuch  information  given  to  us,  it  was  well 
for  them  they  were  exchanged  the  next  day. 

“  How  ought  they  to  blufli,  in  feeing  with  what 
lenity  and  good-nature  we  condu&ed  them  to  Milan  * 
not*  one  was  druck  or  infulted  ;  all  preferved  their 
little  effects,  and  they  followed  the  route  as  they 
pleafed,  attended  quietly  by  only  a  handful  of  French¬ 
men. 

“But  let  us  confole  ourfelves  for  thofe  afis  of  bar- 
barifm  we  have  mentioned,  by  the  recital  of  a  trait  of 
generous  humanity :  A  chaffeur  on  foot,  belonging 
to  the  Confular  guard,  full  of  wounds,  lay,  almod 
dead,  in  the  field  of  battle,  at  the  moment  of  our  re¬ 
treat.  Some  foldiers  of  Buffy’s  legion  furrounded 
him  and  difputed  among  themfelves  for  his  fpoils : 
nothing  was  left  undifpofed  of  but  his  coat,  which  they 
had  already  dripped  him  of,  when  an  Audrian  co¬ 
lonel,  by  chance,  came  up,  and  driving  away  thefe 
inhuman  fellows  with  his  cane,  alked  the  foldier, 


THE  LIFF  OF 


274 

whom  he  at  firft  took  for  an  office*,  to  what  corps  he 
belonged.  ‘  I  belong  to  the  guard  of  the  Conful, 
whom  you  fee  before  you.’  replied  the  -Chafteur. 
The  Colonel,  after  paying  a  compliment  to  that  body 
cf  men,  had  his  furgeon  called,  and  the  wounded  pri- 
foner  was  dreffied  in  his  prefence  and  carried  to  the 
Ambulance.  Some  hours  after,  when  they  fell  back, 
in  their  tuna,  this  well-behaved  officer  came  again,  to 
offer  him  his  fervice  to  carry  him  to  Alexandria. 
1  he  Chaffieur,  who  faw  his  deliverance  near,  thanked 
him  for  his  generous  care  and  concern,  while  he  re- 
prefented,  that  his  wounds  were  too  ferious  to  allow 
him  to  bear  the  motion  of  the  conveyance.  In  a 
fliort  time  after  he  found  himfelf  in  the  midft  of  his 
comrades. 

“  In  a  moment  when  our  weapons  were  about  to 
clafh  with  thofe  of  the  enemy,  an  Auftrian  horfeman, 
thrown'  down,  lifted  up  his  hands  towards  us,  and 
begged  us  not  to  trample  him  to  death  with  our 
horfes.  Beffieres,  chief  of  brigade,  perceived  him  : 

My  friends!”  he  cried  out  to  us,  “open  your 
ranks;  let  us  fpare  this  unfortuna  e  man!”  How 
many  fimilar  traits,  fo  familiar  to  Frenchmen,  are  for¬ 
gotten  ! 

“  It  may  be  faid  that  Marengo  is  the  glorious  pa¬ 
trimony  of  all  the  brave  men  who  fought  there : 
there  is  no  one  corps,  f;arce  a  fingle  foldier,  who  has 
not  there  gathered  fome  fprigs  of  laurel.  But,  as  I 
confider  myfelf  engaged  to  recount  all  I  have  feen 
and  been  falisfadVorily  informed  of,  I  fliall  juft  touch 
on  two  or  three  occurrences,  which  could  not  well 
enter  into  the  body  of  my  Narative  The  modefty 
of  the  General  in  Chief  has  made  him  filent,  in  his 
Report,  concerning  the  dangers  which  he  ran ;  fuch 
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as,  that  he  had  his  cloaths  pierced  through,  and  that 
he,  more  than  once,  faw  death  making  way  on  every 
fide  of  him.  If  we  call  to  mind,  at  the  fame  time, 
that  his  adverfary,  General  Melas,  had  a  contufion  in 
his  arm  and  two  horfes  killed  under  him,  we  may 
thence  eafily  judge  what  efforts  the  two  armies  made, 
when  the  chiefs  thus  expofed  themielves  for  their 
country’s  welfare  and  their  glory. 

“  Who  would  not  wifh  to  have  fought  in  the  96th 
demi-brigade  !  who  would  not  willingly  have  been  in 
the  ranks  with  the  formidable  grenadiers,  like  the 
Greeks  fuftaining  the  efforts  of  the  whole  Perfian 
army  at  the  Strait  of  Thermopyloe— -with  the  6th, 
light,  the  28th  of  the  line,  the  40111,44th,  50th,  & c. 
&c. !  who  can  enumerate  almoft  as  many  battles  they 
have  fought  as  they  have  been  days  in  Italy. 

“  What  charges  were  made  and  withffood  by  our 
cavalry!  what  boldnefs  and  what  concentration 
of  ayffion  in.  -the  20th  regiment  of  cavalry  concealed 
and  made  up  for  the  weaknefs  of  its  numbers!  what 
intrepidity  in  the  eight  hundred  cavalry  of  the  iff, 
2d,  3d,  §th,  2 1  ff  and  23d  regiments,  conduced  by  the 
younger  Kellerman,  who  made  fix  thoufand  grena¬ 
diers,  chofen  troops  of  the  enemy,  lay  down  their  arms, 
and  by  whofe  fuccefs  an  uncertain  victory  was  fe- 
cured  !  Our  artillery  was  fpread  in  very  fmall  num¬ 
bers  and  ftill  lefs  provided  for;  but  how  many  of 
thefe  inconveniences,  owing  to  circumftances,  were 
ably  repaired  by  the  man°tr  in  which  they  were 
difpofed,  by  the  prodigies  they  operated, [in  order,  as  it 
were,  to  multiply  themfelves !  In  every  place  where 
neceffity  called  them — always  in  battery,  at  forty 
paces  in  front,  they  braved  the  fire  of  triple,  nay 
quadruple,  the  weight  of  the  enemy’s  metal  :  and  they 
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levelled  and  fired  with  fang-fioid ,  juftnefs,  and 
promptitude  ! — But  it  was  Marmont  who  had  the  di¬ 
rection  of  them ! 

“  The  lofs  of  the  Confular  guard  was  confiderable 
only  in  infantry  :  in  five  hundred  men  there  were  two 
hundred  and  fifty-eight  killed  or  put  hois-de-combat. 
The  cavalry,  out  of  two  hundred,  had  a  tenth  of  that 
number  in  killed  and  wounded,  and  about  as  many 
horfes  were  difabled.  The  light  artillery  was  almoft 
all  difmounted,  and  the  train-horfes  killed ;  but,  by  an 
unexampled  good  fortune,  only  one  man  was  abfo- 
lutely  killed  and  but  a  very  few  wounded. 

“  After  a  flight  examination  (the  beft  I  was  enabled 
to  make  of  our  refpeCtive  forces)  I  judged  the  French 
army,  at  the  moment  the  battle  commenced,  tc  have 
been  compofed  of  from  forty  to  forty-five  thoufand 
men,  of  which  three  thoufand  were  cavalry;  that  it 
had  from  twenty-five  to  thirty  pieces  of  cannon,  in 
which  were  two  companies  of  light  artillery. 

“  The  Auftrian  army,  according  to  the  accounts  of 
the  beft  informed  perfons,  contained,  in  fpite  of  the 
lofs  in  their  preceding  battles,  and  thofe  garrifons 
which  we  took  from  them,  and  which  kept  the  places 
ftill  in  their  power-— their  army,  after  all  thefe  deduc¬ 
tions,  I  obferve,  might  ftill  contain  from  fifty-five  to 
fixty  thoufand  men,  including  the  reinforcements 
which  had  juft  arrived  from  Genoa.  From  fifteen  to 
eighteen  thoufand  of  thefe  were  cavalry ;  and  they 
had  more  than  fourfcore  rieces  of  cannon,  two  hun¬ 
dred  ammunition  waggons,  well  provided,  befides  an 
immenfe  train  of  army  implements  and  equipage! 
All  the  world  knows  we  were  not  much  encumbered 
with  thefe  laft  mentioned  articles ;  and  that,  for  want 
of  caifloons,  we  were  obliged  to  put  our  ammunition 
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upon  tumbrils  drawn  by  oxen,  and  that  the  little  we 
brought  into  adlion  in  this  manner  was  foon  ex- 
haufted. 

It  is  not  to  be  concealed  that  this  victory  coll  the 
Republic  dear,  by  the  lofs  of  a  great  number  of  its 
defenders  and  one  of  its  ableft  generals;  but  let  it  be 
confidered,  that  it  was  neceflary  itfhould  be  obtained, 
to  fave  the  South  from  a  certain  invafxon,  and  France, 
perhaps,  from  a  frightful  devaftation. 

The  whole  lofs  of  the  enemy  in  the  courfe  of  this 
rapid  campaign,  including  1,500  tick,  found  in  the 
hofpitals — as  many  killed — and  the  prifoners  taken 
fince  the  defcent  from  St.  Bernard,  was  60,000  !  a 
lofs,  which,  however  enormous,  is  not  exaggerated. 

After  enjoying  one  night’s  repofe  the  vidtorious 
army  were  made  acquainted  with  the  joyful  intelli¬ 
gence  of  an  armiftice  being  agreed  upon  by  the 
French  and  Auftrian  generals, 

Buonaparte  immediately  announced  the  event  to 
the  Confuls  in  a  Letter,  containing  the  terms  of  the 
Convention. 

THE  FIRST  CONSUL  to  the  REPUBLIC. 

“  Citizens  Consuls,  "  Garofolo,  June  14. 

“  The  day  after  the  battle  of  Marengo  General  Melas 
requefted  of  the  advanced  polls  permiffion  to  lend  General 
Shill  to  me.  In  the  courfe  of  the  day  the  fubjoined  Con. 
vention  was  agreed  upon ;  it  was  figned,  during  the  night, 
by  General  Berthier  and  General  Melas.  I  hope  the 
French  people  will  be  fatisfied  with  the  army. 

“  Bonaparte.” 

The  morning  after  the  memorable  battle  the  ge¬ 
nerals  entered  into  the  Treaty,  of  which  the  follow- 
ing  are  the  Articles  : 

VOL.  iv. — no.  xtv. 
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Convention  entered  into  by  the  Generals  in  Chief  of 
the  F  r  E  N  c  h  and  Imperial  Armies  in  Italy . 

Art.  i.  “  There  fhall  be  an  armiftice  and  fufpenfion  of 
hoftilities  between  the  armies  of  his  Imperial  Majefty,  and 
that  of  the  French  Republic  in  Italy,  until  an  antwer  is  re¬ 
ceived  from  the  Court  of  Vienna. 

2.  “The  army  of  his  Imperial  Majefty  fhall  occupy  all 
the  country^  comprifed  between  rhe  Mincio  and  Fofla- 
Maeftra  and  the  Po  ;  that  is  to  fay,  Pefchiera,  Mantua, 
Borgoforte,  and  thence  the  whole  left  bank  of  the  Po,  and 
on  the  right  bank  the  city  and  citadel  of  Ferrara. 

3.  “  The  army  of  his  Imperial  Majefty  (hall  alfo occupy 
Tuftanyand  Ancona. 

4.  “  The  French  army  fhall  occupy  the  country  corn- 
prifed  b. tween  the  Chiefa,  the  Oglii',  and  the  Po. 

5.  “  The  country  between  the  Chiefa  and  the  Mincio 
fhall  not  be  occupied  by  either  of  the  two  armies.  The 
army  of  his  Imperial  Majefty  may  draw  fubfiftence  for  his 
troops  from  thofe  parts  of  this  country  which  made  part  of 
the  Duchy  of  Mantua.  The  French  army  fhall  draw  fub- 
fiftence  from  thofe  countries  which  made  a. part  of  the 
province  of  Brefcia. 

6.  “  The  caftles  of  Tortona,  of  Alexandria,  of  Milan, 
of  T urin,  of  Pizzighitone,  of  Arona,  and  of  Placentia,  fhall 
be  put  into  the  hands  of  the  French  artny  between  the  27th 
of  Prarial  and  the  tft  of  Mefhdor;  i.  e.  from  the  16th. to 
the  20th  of  June. 

7.  “  The  place  of  Coni,  the  caftles  of  Ceva,  Savona, 
and  the  city  of  Genoa,  fhall  alfo  be  put  into  the  hands  of 
the  French  army  between  the  1 6th  and  24th  of  June,  or 
27th  Prairial  and  2d  Mellidor. 

8.  “  The  fort  Urbino  fhall  be  put  into  their  hands  the 
26th  of  J  une.  7th  Meffidor. 

9.  “  The  artillery  of  the  places  fhall  be  clafTed  in  the 
following  manner.— Firft,  all  the  artillery  of  the  Auftrian 
calibre  and  foundtries  fhall  belong  to  the  Auftrian  army. — 
Secondly. — That  of  the  Italian,  Piedmontefe,  and  French 
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calibre  and  foundery  flaall  belong  to  the  French  army. — 
Thirdly,  The  provifions  and  forage  (hall  be  (hared  between 
them  ;  the  one  half  at  the  difpofal  of  the  diredting  com- 
mifTary  of  the  French  army,  the  other  half  at  the  difpofal  of 
the  diredUng  commiflary  of  the  Andrian  army. 

to.  “  The  gtrrifons  (hall  march  out  with  military  ho¬ 
nours,  and  repair,  with  arms  and  baggage,  by  the  (liorteft 
route,  to  Mantua. 

11.  “The  Auftrian  army  (hall  repair  to  Mantua  by 
Placentia,  in  three  columns  ;  the  fird  between  the  27th 
of  Prairial  and  id  of  Mtffidor  (from  the  i6rh  to  the  20th 
of  June  ;)  the  fecond  between  the  id  and  the  5th  of  Mef- 
fidor  (from  the  20th  to  the  24th  of  June;)  the  third  be¬ 
tween  the  5th  to  the  7th  of  Mcllidor  (or  (rum  the  24th  to 
the  25th  of  June.J 

12.  “  The  generals  St.  Julien,  of  Schevertinch,  of  the 
Artillery;  Brun,  of  the  Engineers  ;  Telfiege,  Commiffary 
of  Provifions  ;  and  the  citizens  Dcjean,  Counfellor  of  State, 
and  Daru,  infpedlorof  Revenues  ;  Adjutant-general  Leo¬ 
pold  Stabenza-h  ;  and  M<  (Ter,  the  Chief  of  Brigade  of  Ar¬ 
tillery,  are  named  commilfaries  for  carrying  the  prefent 
Convention  into  tffedi,  whether  in  relation  to  the  forming 
of  inventories,  providing  fubfidence  or  conveyances  for  the 
troops,  or  for  any  other  objedt. 

13.  “  No  individual  (’nail  be  ill-treated  on  account  of 
any  fervice  rendered  the  Audrian  army,  or  for  any  poli¬ 
tical  (.pinions.  The  Audrian  General  engages  to  releaft-  all 
perfons  in  tne  drong  places  under  his  command,  who  may 
have  been  taken  up  in  the  Cifalpine  Republic  for  political 
opinions. 

14.  “  Whatever  may  be  the  anfwcr  from  Vienna,  nei¬ 
ther  of  the  two  armies  lliall  attack  the  other  till  after  giving 
ten  days  previous  notice. 

1 5.  “  During  the  fufptnfion  of  arms  neither  of  the  armies 
(hall  fend  detachments  into  Germany. 

(Signed)  “Alexander  Berthiee,  L.S. 

“  Melas,  General  of  Cavalry,  L.S. 

"Alexandria,  26th  Prairial  (15th  of  June  1800.’) 
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The  fame  day  the  French  prifoners  were  reftored, 
and  the  Conful  fet  out  for  Milan. — Before  his  de¬ 
parture  he  made  General  Melas  a  prefen  t  of  a  Turkifh 
fabre,  brought  from  Egypt.  The  latter  faid  to  La« 
cuee,  Buonaparte’s  aid-de-camp,  who  delivered  it  to 
him  :  I  am  forry  that  peace  has  been  fo  long  de¬ 
layed  ;  I  (hall  contribute  my  efforts  to  obtain  it,  that 
I  may  go  and  fee  Buonaparte  at  Paris:  I  would  even 
go  to  fee  him  in  Egypt.” 

The  citadel  of  Milan  agreeing  to  furrender,  the 
garrifon,  four  thoufand  in  number,  marched  out  with 
the  honours  of  war.  Thofe  troops,  confiding  of  the 
regiments  of  Rohan  and  Buffy,  were  principally  com- 
poled  of  French  prifoners,  who  had  been  taken  in  the 
retreat  of  Scherer ;  and  many  of  them  deferted  to  the 
Confular  ftandard. 

General  Melas  and  his  flaff  left  Alexandria  on  the 
1 8th,  with  the  firft  column  of  his  army,  amounting  to 
10,000  men  for  Mantua,  by  the  way  of  Voghera, 
Stradella,  Placentia,  and  Parma  ;  his  baggage  forming 
a  train  of  4,000  carriages  1  the  other  divifions  of  the 
army  followed  him. 

The  French  army  found  at  Tortona  120  pieces  of 
cannon;  at  Alexandria  they  found  200  pieces;  and 
everywhere  a  proportionate  quantity,  with  rich  ma¬ 
gazines  of  ammunition  and  provifions. 

On  the  20th  June  the  army  from  Genoa  reached 
their  comrades  at  Milan  ;  and,  all  together,  received 
the  expreffion  of  national  gratitude,  offered  to  them 
by  their  Country,  in  the  following 

ADDRESS 

From  tbe  Mimjler  of  IVar  to  the  General  in  Chief 
of  the  Armies  of  the  Republic. 

“  I  lofe  no  time,  Citizen  General,  in  tranfmitting  to  you, 
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by  order  of  the  Confuls,  the  Arretes  which  the  Confer- 
vative  Senate  and  the  Tribunate  have  come  to,  on  occafion 
of  the  memo!  able  Battle  of  Marengo, 

“  Fame  has.blazed,  throughout  all  France,  the  details  df 
that  vidlory,  which,  by  fubmitting  to  our  power,  in  one 
day,  almofi:  all  the  fortreffies  in  Italy,  has  decided  the  fate  of 
that  part  of  Europe.  The  Army  of  Referve  has  obtained 
this  glory — it  has  fulfilled  its  deftiny — it  has  achieved  every 
thing  that  could  be  expe&ed  from  it,  even  with  the  Fir  ft 
Conful  at  its  head,  and  being  commanded,  as  it  was,  by 
the  old  companions  of  his  firft  exploits  !  Such  is  the  glory 
of  that  day,  that  all  the  armies  of  the  Republic  will  boaft  of 
having  taken  a  fhare  in  it — they  will  all  be  proud  of  having 
drawn  from  their  bofoms  thofe  columns,  who,  fwollen  in 
their  numbers  by  the  confcripts,  that  flocked  together  at 
the  call  of  honour  and  of  the  country,  have  formed  that 
army,  which,  under  an  unaffuming  name,  went  forth,  ana 
tjonquered  both  Italy  and  peace. 

“  The  vidtory  ef  Marengo  threw  out  a  fignal  to  the 
army  of  the  Rhine  ;  it  was  attended  to  by  that  army,  and 
anfwered  by  new  fucceffes. 

“  But,  in  this  conflux  of  victories,  the  whole  of  France, 
as  well  as  the  Army  of  Referve,  deplores' the  lofs  of  Ge¬ 
neral  Dtfaix,  with  whofe  exploits  both  Europe  and  Afia 
refound,  and  whofe  virtues  are  regretted  by  every  well  con- 
ftituted  mind. 

“  If<there  be  any  fentiment  that  can  affuage  the  bitter- 
nefs  of  thofe  regrets,  it  is  the  pleafing  reflection,  that  the 
victory,  to  which  he  c  ntnbnted  by  the  lofs  of  his  life,  may 
be  regarded  as  the  forerunner  of  a  glorious  and  folid  peace: 
the  armiftice  granted  by  the  Chief  Conful  is  the  firft  ftep 
towards  it.  The  with  expreffed  by  France  is  on  the  eve 
of  being  accomplifhed  ;  and  heT  Firft  Magiftratc  has  again 
acquired  the  title  of  Conqueror  only  to  begin  to  unite  with 
it  that  of  Pacificator. 

*•  Health  and  fraternity, 

'f  Carnot.” 
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At  Milan  Buonaparte  endeavoured  to  make  him- 
felf  agreeable  to  bis  devotees  as  well  as  to  his  heroes; 
he  gratified  the  latter  by  ordering  Proclamations,  and 
the  former  by  ordering  Te  Dennis  ;  and  they,  in  re¬ 
turn,  were  willing  to  compliment  him  as  the  Grand 


Conful. 
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CHAPTER  XVIII. 

Proceedings  of  the  Army  of  the  Rhine.’— Convention 
between  Auflria  and  Great  Britain. — Further  Prepara¬ 
tions  on  the  ji art  of  France. — Armiflice  in  Germany  • 

lo  provifioii  was  made  by  the  Convention  of 
Alexandria  for  extending  the  armiflice  to  theaimies 
on  the  Rhine,  whofe  operations  had  not  been  of  a 
very  extenfive  kind  during  the  time  that  the  cam¬ 
paign  in  Italy  had  lafted. 

It  was  a  mod  material  point  with  Moreau,  that  he 
fhould  be  able  to  maintain  his  pofition  ;  and,  had  he 
ventured  to  pafs  into  the  Aufirian  States  before  the 
fate  of  Italy  was  decided,  the  ifTue  might  not  have 
conferred  upon  him  the  fame  due  to  intrepidity  and 
courage,  but  have  ftigmatized  him  with  the  obloquy 
due  to  temerity  and  prefumption.  The  general 
was  not,  however,  wholly  unemployed  during  this 
interval,  as  it  tntift  have  required  much  time  and  at¬ 
tention  to  organize  and  enforce  the  demand  of  a  very 
extenfive  requifition  of  horfes  and  cattle,  betide  large 
contributions  in  money,  from  the  territories  of  which 
he  had  gained  pofletfion  ;  viz.  from  the  Landgrave  of 
Furstenburg  500,000  florins ;  from  the  town  of 
Uberlingue  30,000 ;  from  Memmingen  60,000 
from  Biberach  45,000;  from  Bufnorn  30,000;  from 
Raventburg  30,000  ;  from  Pfullendorf  20,000;  from 
Salmanfweil  100,000;  from  St.  Blaife  200,000; 
from  the  Abbey  Buchan  50,000;  from  Atthaufen 
50,000;  from  SchaflFenvied  25,000;  from  the  Abbey 
of  Weiflenau  25,000,  and  from  Wangen  50,000! 

The  Auftrians,  on  the  fide  of  Switzerland,  attempt- 
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ed  to  harrafs  that  wing  of  Moreau’s  army,  and  fo  far 
fuccfeeded,  that  General  Legrand  received  a  confider- 
able  check  in  the  Bine  Valley  ;  timely  reinforcement, 
however,  obliged  the  Auftrians  to  keep  themfelves 
on  the  defenfive,  and  a  large  part  of  the  French 
force,  under  General  St.  Suzanne,  advanced  towards 
Ulm,  where  a  moll  fanguinary  adltion  took  place 
with  General  Starray,  who  was  obliged  to  retire  un¬ 
der  the  walls,  and  tlielter  himfelf  under  that  fortrefs. 

The  queftion  of  peace  or  war  became  peculiarly 
interefting  to  the  French,  as  it  now  depended  upon 
the  movements  of  Moreau’s  army;  and  the  poignancy 
of  public  curiofity  induced  the  Government  to  an¬ 
nounce  every  event,  as  it  occurred,  in  the  form  of  a 
bulletin  of  operations.  Carnot  pnblifhed  the  firfh  of 
thofe  documents,  in  the  form  of  a  Report,  from  Gene¬ 
ral  Moreau  to  the  Firfl:  Conful,  of  the  battle  of  Floch- 
ftadt ;  and  from  that  difpatch  an  accurate  idea  may 
be  formed  of  the  Fate  of  the  contending;  armies  at  the 
time  the  negociations  commenced. 

O 

ARMY  OF  THE  RHINE. 

Extrafl  of  a  Letter  from  General  Moreau,  Commander  in 

Chief  of  the  Army  of  the  Rhine,  to  the  Minijier  of  War. 

Neresheim,  June  24,  8th  year. 

“  I  send  you  a  Copy  of  my  report  to  the  Firft  Conful  of 
the  battle  of  Hochstedt.  M.  de  Kray  has  quitted  Ulm. 
Our  fuccefs  was  of  the  utmoft  importance,  but  it  was  with 
difficulty  obtained.  Imagine  the  palfage  of  a  river  without 
boats,  without  the  means  of  conltrudhng  bridges;  in  ffiort, 
without  any  thing  but  fwimmers  and  courage. 

(Signed)  Moreau. 

For  an  exadt  copy.  (Signed)  Carnot. 
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General  Moreau  to  the  First  Consul. 

Head-quarters  at  Dillingen,  June  22,  8th  year. 

“  At  length,  Citizen  Conful,  we  have  forced  M.  de 
Kray  to  quit  Ulm,  his  fupport.  So  decided  a  fuccefs  has 
given  us  the  double  advantage  of  foon  determining  the  fate 
of  Germany,  and  revenging  the  French  name.  I  truft  it 
will  have  fome  influence  in  the  negociations  which  your 
victories  in  Italy  will  produce. 

“  Seeing  that  the  Aullrian  army  maintained  their  camp 
at  Ulm,  which  afforded  them  the  means  of  advancing  on 
the  two  banks  of  the  Danube,  andconfequently  of  preventing 
our  making  any  progrefs  of  confequence  in  Germany;  not 
wifhing  to  give  them  battle  at  Blaubeuren,  fearing  left  they 
fhould  profit  by  my  movement  to  proceed  againft  Mem- 
mingen,  unite  to  the  Tyrol,  and  fend  down  a  corps  into 
Italy,  which  would  have  much  molefted  us,  1  refolved 
General  Lecourbe  fhould  manoeuvre  on  the  Lech,  hoping 
by  that  means  to  force  General  Kray  to  come  and  cover 
Bavaria;  but  he  manoeuvred  in  our  rear.  The  battle  of 
the  5th,  which  he  loft,  forced  him  to  repafs  the  Danube. 

‘  I  then  determined  to  pafs  that  river  below  Ulm,  to 
feparate  him  by  that  means  from  his  magazines  at  Dona- 
wert  and  Ratifbonne,  and  thus  force  him  to  fight  us. 
This  movement  was  difficult  and  dangerous.  We  had 
neither  the  means  of  conftrufting  bridges,  nor  boats  to 
crofs  it.  The  enemy  had  deftroyed  the  former,  and  funk 
the  latter — I  reinforced  the  corps  of  General  Lecourbe 
with  five  battalions  and  five  regiments  of  cavalry,  and  I 
ordered  him  to  obtain  p  iffeffion  of  one  of  the  bridges  on 
the  Danube,  between  Dillingen  and  Donawert. 

“  This  General  executed  the  movement  with  a  degree 
of  courage  worthy  every  praife.  After  having  fecured  the 
pofts  of  Landfberg  and  Augfb-rg,  and  having  left  the  ne- 
ceflary  troops  there  to  protedt  his  rear  againft  the  corps  of 
the  Prince  de  Reufs,  Rationed  in  the  Tyrol,  and  which 
Generals  Naafouti  and  Molitor  have  beaten  every  time  it 
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has  made  its  appearance,  he  approached  Dillingen,  Blen¬ 
heim,  and  Hochftedt. 

*’  I  had  diredied  the  corps  of  General  Grepier, — the 
right  to  the  Danube  and  the  left  to  KifendeifF.  General 
Richpanfe,  placed  on  the  two  banks  of  the  liter,  covered 
the  road  from  Ulm  to  Mcmtr.ingen,  and  protedVed  our 
communications  with  Helvetia,  which  parties  of  the  enemy 
had  greatly  interrupted.  The  three  divifons  of  referve,  un¬ 
der  my  orders,  were  between  the  Camblac  and  the  Mandel, 
deftined  to  fupport  the  attack  of  Genera!  Lecourbe,  and 
that  which  General  Grenier  was  to  make  againft  Guntz- 
boure,  if  the  firft  failed. 

“  The  army  was  thus  fituated  on  the  18th  of  Tune. 
After  fevetal  engagements  we  forced  the  enemy  to  retreat 
to  Ulm. — General  Lecourbe  on  this  day  informed  us  of 
his  having  obtained  pofTVlhon  of  the  bridge  of  Dillingen, 
and  we  determined  feriuufiv  to  attempt,  on  the  next  day,  to 
gain  thefe  of  Grcnflteim,  Blenheim  and  Hochftedt. 

“  Eighty  naked  fwimm.ers,  armed  with  mufkets  and 
cartuuch-boxes,  which  they  drew  after  them  in  three  little 
boats,  obtained  p<  fiftffion  of  the  villages  of  Grenfheim  and 
Blenheim,  took  the  pieces  of  cannon,  which  had  been  ferved 
by  the  cannoneers  who  had  been  placed  at  the  cut  of  2 
bridge,  and,  maintaining  themfclves  w ith  extraordinary  va¬ 
lour,  while  the  pioneers  and  pontoon,  ers  laboured  under  the 
fire  of  the  enemy,  with  a  vaLur  equal  to  their  adlivity,  in 
repairing  the  bridges,  on  which  they  palled  fuccour's,  to 
oppofe  the  reinforcements  which  the  enemy  fer.t  towards 
thofe  points,  which  tl  ey  could  not  doubt  were  the  object 
of  attack. 

“  The  94th  den  i-brigade  paffed  after  the  fwimmers,  and 
courageoufly  obtained  pofTeffi.on  of  the  villages  ofGren- 
faeiiri  and  Blenheim,  Langenau  and  Schavingen,  where 
Genepl  Marieni  was  (lightly  wounded.  But  this  demi- 
brigade  would  have  had  much  difficulty  in  fupporting  itfelf 
in  thefe  villages,  notwichflanding  its  prodigious  valour, 
without  an  extremely  vigorous  charge  of  two  fquadrons  of 
the  ift  regiment  of  carabineers,  commanded  by  Citizen 
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Grimblot  :  they  patted,  one  by  one,  over  the  bridge  of 
Grenfluim. — A  fquadron  of  the  Sthof  huffars,  of  the  effort 
of  General  Lecourbe,  had  joined  them. — They  cut  to 
pieces  a  corps  of  the  enemy's  cavalry,  thrice  their  number, 
took  fix  pieces  of  cannon,  250  hmfes,  and  leveral  ftandards: 
Four  pieces  of  artil'ery,  which  were  brought  up  to  reinforce 
them,  were  alfo  taken  away.  The  corps  which  came  from 
Donawert  was  almoft  wholly  deftroyed  ;  the  brigade  of 
General  Laval  began  the  purfuit  :  he  ftopptd  to  oppofe  the 
corps  which  had  come  from  Hochttedt,  Uillingen,  and 
Lavingen.  After  feveral  charges,  in  which  the  carabi¬ 
neers,  cuiratticrs,  the  9th  and  the  6th  of  cavalry,  and  the  9th 
of  huffars,  diftinguiflied  themfelves,  they  took  about  2,000 
men,  with -their  cannon  and  ftandards. 

“  The  enemy’s  forces  were  confiderably  augmented. 
The  troops  began  to  arrive  from  Ulrn,  and  the  bridges  of 
Diliingen  and  Lavingen  having  been  re-eftablifhed,  allow¬ 
ed  the  divifions  of  Decaen  and  Grandjean  to  join  them  wi  h 
their  cavalry,  and.  to  affift  in  a  final  charge  of  4,000  horfes, 
who  drove  the  enemy  beyond  the  Drenz,  and  rendered  us 
matters  of  the  pofition  beyond  Gundelfingen. 

“  The  6th  chaffeurs,  the  13th  cavalry,  the  4th  huffars, 
and  the  nth  chaffeurs,  diftinguiflied  themfelves  in  this 
affair. —  The  remainder  of  this  divifion  and  that  of  General 
Leclerc,  rapidly  patted  the  Danube,  and,  on  their  arrival, 
formed  themfelves  in  fucli  a  manner  as  was  beft  adapted  to 
enable  them  to  refill  the  efforts  which  we  prefumed  the 
enemy  would  make  next  day.  General  Grenier  was  alfo 
prepared  to  pals  the  Danube  at  Guntfburg;  but  they  had 
previoufly  cut  away  the  arches  of  the  bridge,  had  placed  on. 
the  part  on  their  fide,  ftraw,  pitch,  and  other  combuftibles, 
in  order  to  burn  it  at  the  moment  of  our  attack.  Scarce  had 
they  executed  their  intention,  than  they  beheld  our  fwim- 
mers  in  the  water  :  fome  of  the  latter  had  the  boldnefs  to 
attempt  to  extingutih  the  flames  under  the  fire  of  the  ene¬ 
my  :  but  that  was  impoflible.  The  next  day  the  corps  of 
General  Grenier  advanced  againft  Lavingen,  General 
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Richepanfe  was  preparing  to  invert  Ulm  when  the  enemy’s 
army  abandoned  it,  leaving  behind  merely  a  garrifon. 

“  Thefe  combats  have  taken  place  on  the  famous  theatre 
of  war,  Hochftedt.  General  Lecourbe,  who  has  evinced 
on  this  occafion  extraordinary  courage  and  talents,  has  been 
perfe&ly  feconded  by  Generals  Gudin,  Montichard  Defpau, 
Laval,  Schiner,  and  Putod.  The  corps  of  cavalry,  which 
I  have  mentioned  to  have  been  diredted  by  General  Haut- 
poult  and  Devigne,  has  performed  prodigies  of  valour. 
The  condudt  of  the  fwimmers,  commanded  by  Citizen 
Degrometri,  adjutant  of  the  94th  demi-brigade,  is  an 
inftance  of  intrepidity  of  which  there  are  few  examples. 
Citizens  Caban  and  Galboi  directed  the  artillery  with  in¬ 
finite  {kill  and  bravery. 

“  The  Chief  of  the  etat  major  will  give  you  a  more  detail- 
account  of  this  affair  ;  he  will  name  thofe  to  whom  I  have 
promifed  honorary  mufkets.  I  will  fend  you  the  ftandards 
by  Citizen  Varelay,  Aid  de-Camp  of  General  Lecourbe, 
who  has  diftinguifhed  himfelf,  and  by  the  Commander  of 
the  fwimmers.  The  10th  light,  the  37th,  the  ift  battalion 
of  the  46th  and  the  ift  of  the  57th,  as  well  as  the  14th  ;  in 
fhort,  all  who  have  fought,  have  given  repeated  proofs  of 
bravery. 

“  The  lofs  of  the  enemy,  without  reckoning  killed  and 
wounded,  is  about  5,000  prifoners,  twenty  pieces  of  cannon, 
and  five  ftandards. 

“  The  next  day,  the  6th  regiment  of  chaffeurs  took  a 
convoy  of  300  waggons,  laden  with  grain.  M.  de  Kray  has 
quitted  Ulm,  and  it  is  faid  is  marching  to  give  us  battle. 
We  hope  to  meet  him  half  way. 

(Signed)  “Moreau.’* 

From  an  exadt  Copy. 

(Signed)  “Carnot.” 

Minifter  of  War.” 

Such  a  rapid  fucceffion  of  defeats  left  the  Emperor 
of  Germany  no  choice  between  an  immediate  peace 
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or  an  entire  fubjugation  ;  but,  unfortunate  as  he 
has  uniformly  been,  the  mal-adroit  genius  of  the  Al¬ 
lies  threw  itfelf  in  the  way,  and  tempted  him  to  en- 
creafe  his  embarraO'ments,  by  concluding  a  new  con¬ 
vention  with  Great  Britain  juft  before  he  received 
intelligence  of  the  battle  of  Marengo.  When  Buo¬ 
naparte’s  new  overtures  reached  Vienna,  the  Englifh 
were  preffing  theexhaufted  refources  of  the  Empire 
for  new  ftruggles;  and,  it  will  appear  by  the  treaty, 
that  the  unhappy  Francis  could  hardly  have  broken 
an  alliance  fo  recently  formed,  without  an  apparent 
lacrifice  of  honour,  that  mull  have  given  a  refined 
mind  more  pain  than  ic  could  be  expedited  to  fubmit 
to. 

CONVENTION 

Between  his  Britannic  Majesty  and  the  Emperor 

of  the  Romans. 

“  His  Majefty  the  Emperor  of  the  Romans,  King  of  Hun¬ 
gary  and  Bohemia,  and  his  Majefty  the  King  of  Great 
Britain,  have  judged,  that  it  was  conformable  teethe  intereft 
of  their  crowns,  and  to  the  good  of  the  common  caufe,  to 
concert  with  each  other  on  the  belt  manner  of  giving  effeift 
to  the  union  of  their  efforts  againft  the  common  enemy  in 
the  prefent  campaign.  In  confequence  of  which,  the  Baron 
deThugur,  Grand  Crofs  of  the  Order  of  St.  Stephen,  his 
Imperial  Majefty’s  Minifter  of  Conferences,  and  Commif- 
fary-General  and  Minifter  Plenipotentiary  in  his  provinces 
of  Italy,  Iftria,  Dalmatia,  &c.  and  the  Right  Hon.  Gilbert 
Lord  Minto,  Peer  of  Great  Britain,  one  of  his  Britannic 
Majefty’s  moil  Honourable  Privy  Council,  and  his  Envoy 
Extraordinary  and  Minifter  Plenipotentiary  to  the  Ct  urt 
of  Vienna,  being  furnifhed  on  the  part  of  their  aforclaid 
Imperial  and  Britannic  Majefties,  with  the  powers  requi- 
fite  for  difeuffing  and  arranging  this  important  objedft  ;  the 
faid  Plenipotentiaries,  after  having  refpedtively  exchanged 
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their  full  powers,  have  agreed  upon  the  following  Ar¬ 
ticles  : — 

“  I.  In  order  to  relieve  the  prefling  necefllties  of  the 
finances  of  his  Imperial  Majefty,  under  the  enormous  ex¬ 
penses  already  incurred,  and  which  remain  to  be  incurred 
during  the  prefent  campaign,  his  Britannic  Majefty  (hall 
advance  to  his  abovementioned  Imperial  Majefty,  by  way  of 
loan,  the  fum  of  2,ooo,oool.  fterling.  This  fum  (hall  be 
divided  into  three  parts,  and  paid  at  three  different  periods, 
preferably  in  fpecie  ;  fo  that  the  firft-third  of  666,6661. 
13s.  4d.  (hall  be  paid  in  the  firft  days  of  the  month  of  July  ; 
the  fecond  third  or  the  like  fum  in  the  firft  days  of  Septem¬ 
ber;  and  the  remaining  third  in  the  firft  days  of  the  month 
of  December. 

“  II.  During  the  whole  continuance  of  the  war,  and 
during  the  fix  months  which  (hall  follow  the  conclufion  of 
a  peace  between  Auftria  and  France,  his  Imperial  Majefty 
(hall  not  be  bound  to  pay  any  intereft  upon  the  fum  of  two 
millions  advanced  as  llipulated  in  the  preceding  article, 
Great  Britain  confenting  to  take  this  charge  upon  her  own 
account  until  the  period  abovementioned.  But  on  the  ex¬ 
piration  of  the  term  of  fix  months  after  the  conclufion  of 
peace,  his  Imperial  Majefty  (hall  pay  for  the  future  to  the 
Britifti  Government,  or  to  the  individuals  who  (hall  be 
pointed  out  by  the  Britilh  Government,  an  annual  rent 
or  annual  rents,  making  altogether  the  amount  of  the  in¬ 
tereft;  of  the  two  millions  advanced  ;  which  intereft  (hall  be 
calculated  at  the  fame  rate  as  the  intereft  of  the  loan  made 
on  account  of  the  Britilh  Government  in  the  prefent  year. 
His  Imperial  Majefty  (hall  moreover  pay  annually  to  the 
Britifh  Government  the  fum  of  20,000!.  fterling,  at  two 
periods;  that  is  to  fay,  10, oool.  every  fix  months,  which 
fum  (hall  be  employed  in  the  fucceflive  purchafe  and  re- 
du£Vion  of  the  principal  of  the  two  millions,  according  to 
the  method  adopted  by  the  Britifti  Government  in  its  own 
loans. 

“  III.  Their  Imperial  and  Britannic  Majefties  mutually 
promife  each  other  to  carry  on  the  war  againft  the  French 
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Republic,  during  the  prefent  campaign,  with  all  poffible 
vigour,  and  to  employ  in  it  all  their  refpefttve  means  by 
land  and  fea,  concerting  together,  as  occafion  fhall  require, 
on  the  moll  advantageous  manner  of  reciprocally  employing 
their  forces  by  land  and  fea  to  the  fupport  of  their  operations 
againft  the  common  enemy .  His  Imperial  Majefty  (hall  be 
careful  to  complete  his  armies  of  Germany  and  of  Italy  in 
proportion  to  the  Ioffes  which  they  have  fuftamed,  in  order 
always,  as  far  as  poffible,  to  aft  againft  the  common  enemy 
with  the  fame  number  of  effefttve  men,  conformably  to  the 
ftatement  which  his  Imperial  Majefty  caufed  to  be  confi¬ 
dentially  communicated  to  the  Britifh  Government  on  the 
opening  of  the  campaign. 

“  IV.  The  Bavarian  troops,  thofe  of  Wurtemberg,  and 
the  Svvifs  regiments  in  the  pav  of  Great  Britain,  fliall  be  at 
the  difpofition  of  his  Imperial  Majefty,  to  form  a  part  of 
his  army  in  Germany,  and  to  be  employed  there  in  operati¬ 
ons  againft  the  enemy  in  conformity  to  the  conventions  and 
capitulations  concluded  on  this  fubjcft  by  the  Kingof  Great 
Britain.  His  Britannic  Majefty  fhall  take  the  neceffary 
meafures  for  the  further  reinforcement  of  the  army  of  his 
Imperial  Majefty  in  Germany  by  as  great  a  number  as 
poffible  of  German  and  Swifs  troops. 

“  V.  Their  Imperial  and  Britannic  Majefties  engage, 
during  the  whole  continuance  of  the  prefent  Convention, 
not  to  make  a  feparate  peace  with  the  French  Republic, 
wirhout  the  previous  and  exprefs  confent  of  each  other. 
They  engage  likewtfe  not  to  treat  with  the  enemy,  nor  to 
receive  from  him  auy  overtures  either  for  a  private  peace, 
or  for  a  general  pacification,  without  making,  mutually, 
communications  of  them  with  opennefs,  and  adting  in  every 
refpeft  in  perfeft  concert. 

“  VI.  The  duration  of  the  prefent  Convention  is  fixed 
for  the  term  of  one  year,  to  be  computed  from  the  ift  of 
March,  1800,  until  the  end  of  Ftbuary  1801.  From  the 
month  of  December,  and  immediately  after  the  acquittal  of 
the  laft  payment  of-*the  ftipulated  advances,  the  two  High 
Contrafting  Parties  lhall  enter  into  deliberation  and  conii- 
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dential  explanation  upon  the  determinations  that  they  may 
think  neceflary  to  adopt  for  the  future,  according  to  cir- 
cumftances,  and  their  mutual  convenience. 

“  VII.  The  prefent  Convention  (lull  be  ratified  in  due 
form  by  their  Imperial  and  Britannic  Majefties,  and  the 
refpettive  ratifications  fhall  be  exchanged  at  Vienna  in  the 
fpace  of  fix  weeks,  or  l'ooner,  if  polfiole. 

“  In  witnefs  whereof,  we,  the  underfigned,  furmfiitd 
with  the  full  powers  of  their  Imperial  and  Britannic  Ma- 
jeftics,  have,  in  their  names,  figned  the  prefent  Convention, 
and  have  affixed  thereunto  the  feal  of  our  arms. 

“  Don?  at  Vienna,  the_20th  of  June,  in  the  year  1800. 

(L.  S.)  “  Le  Baron  De  Thugut.” 

(L.  S.)  “  Minto. 

Whilft  the  Emperor  had'  to  maintain  a  kind  of 
double  conflift,  between  honour  and  intereft  with 
England,  and  between  inclination  and  intereft  with 
France,  there  was  every  motive  to  induce  him  to  get 
the  benefits  of  the  armiftice  extended,  if  pollible,  to 
Germany.  General  Moreau  expetfted  that  fiich  an 
attempt  would  be  made,  and  he  refolved  to  pufh  his 
way  lo  Vienna,  unlefs  a  peace  were  frankly  and 
fpeedily  concluded.  He  favs,  in  a  difpatch  to  the 
Minifter  of  War,  dated  Augfburg,  June  29. 

Commanded  in  Chief  of  the  Army  of  the  Rhine 
to  the  Minister  at  War. 

“  The  enemy,  Citizen  Minifter,  wifhed  to  prevent  us 
from  penetrating  by  the  Rain,  and  had  united  his  army  at 
Neubourg.  As  in  his  retreat  he  had  gamed  a  march  on 
us,  and  we  had  three  defiles  to  pafs — Vernirz,  the  Danube, 
and  the  Lech,  where  the  repairing  of  the  bridge  required 
nearly  twelve  hours,  the  general  movement  was  retarded: 
the  corps,  however,  of  General  Lecourbe  was  able  to  pafs 
on  the  evening  of  the  26th.  On  the  27th  he  advanced  into 
Bavaria,  the  divifion  of  General  Gudin  to  Poetmeft,  and 
.shat  of  General  Montrichard  to  Neubourg. 
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“  The  latter  found  at  Oberhaufen  a  confiderable  body 
of  the  enemy,  commanded  by  General  Kray,  who  in  perfon 
began  an  obftinate  combat.  General  Lecourbe  haftened 
hither  at  the  moment  when  our  troops  were  forced  to  yield 
to  triple  forces,  and  maintained  the  combat  till  the  arrival 
of  the  brigade  of  General  Grandjean,  who  paffed  the  Lech, 
and  advanced  with  great  rapidity  to  fupport  the  divifion  of 
Montrichard,  who  was  ftill  maintaining  himfelf  by  his 
great  valour. 

“  A  battalion  of  the  14th  light,  two  of  the  46th  of  the 
line,  and  two  of  the  57th,  attacked  the  enemy  with  an. 
intrepidity  of  which  there  have  been  but  few  inftances. 
The  enemy  was  defeated  notvvithftanding  his  great  forces, 
and  daring  the  night  effe&ed  his  retreat  to  Ingolftadt, 
along  both  banks  of  the  Danube,  after  burning  the  bridge 
of  Neubourg.  The  brave  Chief  of  the  46th,  Forti,  and 
the  firft  grenadier  of  the  Republic,  Lateure  d’Auvergne, 
who  combated  in  the  ranks  of  the  firft  company  of  that 
corps,  were  killed,  as  well  as  two  other  captains.  All  the 
-troops  performed  prodigies.  The  84th,  the  37th,  the 
109th,  and  a  battalion  of  the  10th  light,  forming  the  divi¬ 
fion  of  Montrichard,  withftood  the  effort  of  aimoft  the 
whole  Aullrian  army  till  the  arrival  of  reinforcements. 
The  Auftrian  Generals  faid  at  Neubourg,  when  they  re¬ 
tired,  “  This  army  is  invincible:  the  French  never  fought 
-fo  well.”  There  were  alfo  fome  charges  of  cavalry  by  the 
4th  and  9th  huffars,  and  the  chaffeurs  of  the  tith,  who 
difplayed  particular  inftances  of  bravery,  an.  account  of 
■which  vvill  be  given  .you  by  the  Chief  of  the  iff.  You  will 
alfo,  forthwith,  receive  interefting  details  refpefting  our 
marches  and  battles  of  -Neurefheim  and  Noralingen,  and 
the  attempt  made  by  the  enemy  to  bring  us  to  a  negotiation 
for  an  armiftice,  under  a  pretence  of  the  Convention,  en¬ 
tered  into  by  the  armies  of 'Italy,  and  which  would  have 
given  them  time  to  eftabliih  themfelves  in  Bavaria.  This 
I  fiutefaw,  and  General  Decaen  fet  out  with  his  divifion, 
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by  forced  marches,  for  Munich,  which  he  entered  yefter- 
day  morning. 

(Signed)  “  Moreau.” 

The  fituation  of  the  Emperor  was  now  truly  alarm¬ 
ing;  for  the  French  were  preparing  to  take  General 
Kray  in  flank  and  rear,  that,  by  cutting  off  his  retreat 
to  the  Hereditary  States,  they  might  furround  him  in 
a  manner  fimilar  to  that  which  had  been  employed 
for  the  deftrutlion  of  Melas.  The  Genera],  how¬ 
ever,  avoided  the  danger  by  a  hafty  retreat  to  the 
frontiers  of  the  Circle  of  Auftria,  in  order  to  defend 
the  Hereditary  States  ;  but  after  Moreau  had  fixed  his 
head-quarters,  he  puflied  his  advanced  guard  along 
the  Ifer,  in  purfuit  of  the  Auftrian  commander,  who, 
abandoning  Landlhut,  on  the  2d  of  July,  effected  the 
paflage  of  the  Inn,  and  eftablifhed  his  head-quarters 
atBrannau.  The  French,  on  the  fame  day,  appeared 
on  the  left  bank  of  that  river,  whilft  another  divifion 
of  the  Republican  army  reached  Neuftadt  at  the 
fame  time,  fituated  on  the  South  fide  of  the  Danube, 
21  miles  Eaft  of  Ing'olftadt,  where  they  experienced 
no  oppofition.  Klenau,  at  the  head  of  7,000  men, 
found  himfelf  incapable  of  refilling  the  impetuofity  of 
the  French,  amounting  to  13,000  men,  and  therefore 
retreated  under  the  walls  of  Ratifbon  {20  miles  North- 
call  of  Neuefladt),  while  General  Stzarray  ftationed 
himfelf  at  Wurtzburg,  fituated  on  the  Maine,  in  the 
circle  of  Franconia,  and  bifhopric  of  the  fame  name, 
to  defend  Bohemia  again!!  the  attacks  of  Sufanne, 
who  was  penetrating  into  Franconia  in  that  direction, 
and  foon  to  be  joined  by  Angereau  from  Holland,  at 
the  head  of  15,000  men.  Grenier  proceeded  to  Nu« 
renberg,  which  place  he  entered  on  the  7th  of  July, 
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with  a  view  to  watch  the  motions  of  General  Slzar- 
ray.  Two  days  after  this,  Suzanne,  palled  the  Maine, 
but  in  his  attempts  to  penetrate  to  Afchaifenberg  he 
was  finally  repulfed. 

That  divifion  of  Moreau’s  army,  which  was  com¬ 
manded  by  Lecourbe,  fuddenly  made  a  retrofade 
movement,  afcended  the  Lech,  and  formed  a  jun&ion 
at  Kempton  with  General  Molitor,  made  himfelf 
maftep  of  Feldkirch,  Coire,  (both  in  the  Rheinlhal), 
and  the  whole  of  the  Grifons,  and  united  with  the 
army  of  Italy,  a  part  of  which,  under  the  orders  of 
Moncey,  had  gained  pofTeffion  of  the  Valteline.  In 
this  manner  was  a  free  communication  eftablifhed  be¬ 
tween  the  army  of  Germany  and  that  of  Italy,  from 
the  river  Danube  to  the  Mediterranean  ;  their  centre 
defended  by  Switzerland,  their  two  wings  by  the 
gulph  of  Genoa  on  the  right,  and  the  Danube  on  the 
left,  they  were  everywhere  fortified  by  advantageous 
pofitions. 

Earthier  had  now  encreafed  the  Army  of  Referve 
150,000,  which  being  unemployed  in  Italy,  he  was 
ready  to  pour  into  Germany  as  Moreau  might  re¬ 
quire  them  ;  yet  it  will  appear  by  the  following  Let¬ 
ter  of  the  Mmifter  of  War,  that  the  Government  was 
eager  to  increafe  it  ftill  further,  as  if  all  the  dangers  of 
the  campaign  were  to  be  provided  againfl. 

The  Minister  of  War  to  the  Prefects  and 
Generals. 

“Citizens,  Paris,  July  7. 

u  The  Firft  Conful,  in  the  name  of  Peace,  requefts 
your  utmoft  folicitude,  with  regard  to  the  departure  of  the 
Confcnpts,  who  have  not  obeyed  the  voice  of  honour. 

“  When,  before  the  opening  of  the  campaign,  the  Firft 
Conful  propofed  Peace  to  feveral  powers,  thofe  powers, 
then  elated  by  fome  advantages  they  had  gained,  wilhe'd. 
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doubtlefs,  to  make  a  laft  effort,  in  order  to  profit  by  their 
momentary  fuccefs,  or*  at  leaft,  to  try  what  a  new  govern¬ 
ment  could  effedf. 

“  Now  that  this  government  has  received,  in  fo  (hort  an 
interval,  that  conformation  which  other  governments  have 
required  ages  to  obtain;  now,  while  Europe  beholds  the 
pledges  of  its  force  and  its  wifdom  ;  while  victory  and 
fortune  crown  it  efforts;  while  victorious  armies  defend  it 4 
and  repeated  declarations  of  affenr,  from  the  whole  nation, 
have  highly^  confecrated  it ;  thefe  fame  powers  will  furely 
not  rejedt  a  Peace  which  is  offered  to  them  anew  ;  on  condi¬ 
tions  which  their  reverfes  have  not  rendered  more  levere. 
Should,  however,  the  obftinacy  of  the  vanquifhed  difregard 
the  moderation  of  the  victors  ;  notwithftanding  the  cries  of 
their  people,  Ihould  thefe  deluded  governments  not  yet 
become  tired  of  remaining  in  the  pay  of  a  power  which 
-traffics  in  the  blood  of  men  and  the  miferies  of  all  nations, 
for  the  purpofe  of  her  own  aggrandizement ;  fhould  they 
venture  to  prolong  hoftilities  from  which  fhe  alone  profits,  a 
laft  effort  muft  be  made,  and  we  mull  command  that  Peace 
which  we  now  offer. 

“  It  is  neceffary  that  the  enemy  fhould  know  that  this 
blow  is  about  to  be  ftruck;  it  is  neceffary  that  they  Ihould 
^choofe  either  peace  or  a  terrible  and  decifive  irrqption.  A 
fecond  Army  of  Referve  is  organizing  at  the  fame  place 
whence  the  firft  took  its  departure.  Old  corps  are  affem- 
bling  there,  tried  warriors  command  them,  and  young  con¬ 
scripts  crowd  to  join  them  from  all  parts  of  France,  where 
honour,  a -love  of  national  independence,  and  a  defire  of 
peace,  are  not  empty  words.  They  glow  with  the  wifh 
of  joining  their  brethren,  whom  glorious  achievements  have 
already  placed  on  a  level  with  the  ancient  favourites  of  Vic¬ 
tory.  They  are -eager  to  conn  ibute  to  the  termination  of 
the  war,  to  fee  fervire,  and  to  affill  intfome  grand  exploit, 
that  they  may  not,  uie  day,  have  occasion  to  bluffi  in  the 
company  of  thofe  heroes  who  will  people  our  communes. 

.Generals  ami  Prefects,  cite  this  example  to  thofe  youths 
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whom  a  (hameful  indolence  and  an  unpardonable  indiffer¬ 
ence,  more  than  a  dread  of  arms,  ft 1 11  retain  in  their  habi¬ 
tations.  The  French  youth  are  entirely  warlike  ;  to  aroufe 
them,  it  is  fufficient  merely  to  talk  of  dangers  and  glory. 
In  the  army  every  confcript  foon  becomes  a  veteran  :  the 
regret  of  quitting-  his  family  is  the  foie  fentiment  which 
ftops  him.  infpire  a  more  powerful  fentiment,  the  love 
of  country,  and  tliefc  fame  young  men  will  no  longer  think 
but  of  returning  victorious, 

“  They  will  return,  and  Peace  will  accompany  their 
fleps;  it  is  already  more  than  half  conquered.  One  effort 
more,  if  it  be  neceffary  ;  it  will  be  Ihort  and  eafy,  if  it  be 
but  general  ;  it  will  be  rendered  unnecsffary,  if  we  are  fccjl 
in  an  attitude  to  make  it;  and  the  hands  which  ft  ili  wield  a 
fword  will  drop  it,  in  order  to  fign  a  treaty  of  friendfnip. — 
I  falute  you. 

(Signed)  “Carnot.” 

The  French  now  occupied  fuch  an  immenfe  fron¬ 
tier,  that  the  Emperor  had  not  a  moment  to  lofe; 
another  defeat  might  place  the  enemy  in  view  of  the 
Capital;  and,  under  thefe  circumftances,  that  Prince 
was  compelled  to  agree  to  an  armiftice,  a  prelude  to 
a  definitive  peace.  The  firft  three  articles  relate 
only  to  the  powers  of  the  plenipotentiaries  and  the 
line  of  demarkation,  and  the  fubftance  of  the  Armif* 
tice  was  as  follows ; 

“  IV.  The  fortreffes  comprifed  within  the  line  of 
demarcation,  which  are  fill)  occupied  by  the  Imperial 
troops,  (hall  remain,  in  all  refpeft,  in  their  prefent  conditi¬ 
on,  which  (hall  be  afeertained  by  CommiHioners  appointed 
to  that  effeft,  by  Generals  in  Chief  of  both  armies.  No 
addition  (hall  be  made  to  their  means  of  defence,  and  they 
lhall  not  interrupt  the  free  navigation  of  the  rivers  and 
communications  paffing  within  the  limits  of  their  command, 
which  are  fixed  at  two  thoufand  toifes  from  the  body  of 
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•the  place.  Their  fupplies  (hall  be  renewed  every  ten 
days  only,  and  in  the  proportion  of  their  regular  confump- 
tion.  Thefe  fupplies  fhall  not  be  drawn  from  the  diftridfs 
occupied  by  the  French  army,  which,  on  its  part,  fhall  r.ot 
prevent  their  arrival. 

“  V  The  General  in  Chief  of  the  Imperial  army  may 
fend  an  Officer  into  each  of  thofe  fortreffes,  to  inform  the 
Commandants  of  the  conduct  they  are  to  hold,  in  confor¬ 
mity  to  the  preceding  article. 

“  VI.  There  fhall  be  no  bridges  acrofs  the  rivers  which 
Separate  the  two  armies,  but  where  they  are  interfered  by 
the  line  of  demarcation,  in  which  cafe,  the  bridges  fhall  be 
in  the  rear  of  that  line;  with  the  exception  of  particular 
arrangements  which  may  be  afterwards  deemed  neceffiary, 
either  for  the  accommodation  of  the  rtfpeflive  armies,  or 
for  the  purpofes  of  commerce.  The  Generals  in  Chief  of 
the  two  armies  fhall  come  to  an  explanation  upon  thefe 
points. 

4t  VII.  Wherever  navigable  rivers  feparate  the  two 
armies,  the  navigation,  whether  for  their  benefit  or  that  of 
the  inhabitants,  fhall  not  be  interrupted  by  either  army ; 
and  wherever  there  are  caufeways  from  the  line  of  demar¬ 
cation,  they  fhall  be  ufed  by  both  armies  for  the  conveyance 
of  their  fupplies  during  the  armiftice. 

“  VII.  The  portion  of  the  territory  of  the  Empire,  and 
of  the  States  of  his  Imperial  Majesty,  comprehended  with¬ 
in  the  line  of  demarcation  of  the  French  army,  is  put  un¬ 
der  the  fafeguard  of  its  honour,  with  refpett  to  maintain¬ 
ing  the  rights  of  property,  and  the  prefent  forms  of  the 
governments  of  the  different  States.  The  inhabitants  of 
thofe  countries  fhall  not  be  called  to  an  account  for  the 
fervices  they  may  have  performed  to  the  Imperial  army, 
for  their  political  opinions,  nor  for  their  having  taken  an 
•aftive  part  in  the  war. 

“  IX.  This  Convention  Iliall  be  fpecdily  tranfmitted  to 
all  the  Commanders  of  corps  belonging  to  the  two  armies; 
-in  order  that  hoftihties  fhall  not  only  be  fufpended,  but 
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that  the  execution  of  it  may  be  immediately  commenced, 
and  be  effected  at  a  period  abfolutely  necelTary,  taking  into 
confederation  the  refpe&ive  diftances.  Officers  of  the 
Staff  (hall  be  refpe&ively  charged  with  determining  on  the 
fpot  the  demarcation  of  limits  as  to  points  where  the  gene¬ 
ral  terms  would  leave  any  thing  doubtful. 

“  X.  There  ffiall  be  no  communication  between  the 
advanced  polls  of  the  two  armies. 

Interchanged  at  Larfdortf,  15th  July,  1800. 

(Signed)  “  V.  F.  Lahorie." 

Brigadier  GeneraL 
“  Count  DfETRICHTKIN, 

Major  General,  and  Engineer  in  the  Service  of 
his  Imperial  Majefty.” 

(A  true  Copy)  “Desoli.es, 

General  of  Divifion,  and  Chief  of  the  Staff.” 

Whilft  the  Armiftice  was  negotiating,  and  after  it 
was  figned,  the  Emperor  continued  his  efforts  to  pre¬ 
vail  on  France  to  treat,  in  conjunction  with  Great 
Britain  :  and  it  was  propofed  that  a  General  Con- 
grefs  of  Plenipotentiaries  from  Auftria  and  her  Allies, 
fliould  meet  others  from  France,  and  her  Allies  ; 
this  propofa!  led  to  a  long  difeuffion  between  France 
and  England,  relative  to  a  Maritime  Armiftice,  which 
delayed  the  work  of  peace  much  beyond  the  period 
that  had  been  at  firft  expected. 


300 


THE  LIFE  OF 


CHAPTER  XIX. 

•  . 

Departure  of  the  Conful from  Milan. — His  Arrival  at 
Paris. — Emperor  of  Rifjia  evinces  a  hefile  Difj.oftion 
againji  the  Englijh. —  Fete  of  the  14///  of  July. — Decimal 
Syfcm  of  France.— Frefi  Attempt  of  the  Englifi  to  renew 
the  Civil  War  in  tie  Departments  of  France. 

THE  natural  activity  of  Buonaparte  did  not  permit 
him  to  remain  in  Italy  long  after  he  had  atchieved 
the  grand  exploit  of  the  campaign.  He  left  Milan 
oh  the  25th  cf  June,  and  reached  Vercelli  on  the 
fame  evening.  On  the  26th  he  reached  Turin,  where 
he  v ifited  the  citadel,  and  reviewed  the  divifion  cf 
General  Turteau.  Between  the  26th  and  27th,  dot¬ 
ing  the  night,  he  pafled  Mount  Cenis.  On  the  28th, 
in  the  morning,  he  arrived  at  Chamberry,  from 
whence  he  proceeded  to  Lyons,  and  reached  that 
city  on  the  fame  evening.  He  was  received  with 
great  difvinftion  by  the  Conflituted  Authorities  in 
r iris  celebrated  city,  and  was  waited  upon  by  the 
PrefeH,  and  all  the  civil  and  military  officers,  as  well 
as  the  principal  people  of  the  place.  On  this  occa- 
fion  he  gained  much  popularity,  by  giving  audience  to 
the  Chamber  of  Commerce,  the  members  of  which  he 
endeavoured  to  allure,  that  after  everything  ffiould  be 
completed  for  rendering  the  arms  of  the  country  il- 
luflrious,  he  would  take  fuch  meafures  as  fhould  fe- 
cure  the  fuccefs  of  its  trade.  At  leven  in  the  morn¬ 
ing,  the  30th  of  June,  he  arrived  at  Dijon;  General 
Brune,  commander  in  chief,  and  the  principal  officers 
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of  the  army,  came  out  to  meet  him,  and,  afterwards, 
attended  him  to  a  review  of  the  army,  whom  he  en- 
couraged,  by  citing  the  example  of  their  predeceflors.. 
The  Conful  merely  flopped  to  breakfaft  with  Gene¬ 
ral  Brune,  and  took  his  departure  for  Paris,  which  he 
reached  in  the  night  between  the  id  and  2d  of  July; 
having  been  only  fifty-eight  days  abfent  on  a  cam¬ 
paign  which,  in  its  confequences,  laid  the  whole 
civilized  world  proflrate  before  him. 

On  his  journey  towards  the  Capital,  the  Conful 
put  into  praflice  that  art  of  affe<£led  modefty  which 
Frederic  the  Third  had  adopted  to  catch  the  admira¬ 
tion  of  the  ignorant  rabble;  his  poflilions  received 
orders  to  avoid,  as  much  as  poffible,  the  demonftra- 
tions  of  applaufe,  which  it  was  fuppofed  the  gratitude 
of  the  people  would  greet  him  with  on  his  paflage ; 
and,  by  appearing  to  think  himfelf  undeferving  of 
fuch  diflindlions,  he  fpared  himfelf  the  mortification 
of  witneffing  any  inftances  of  negledl,  if  Thofe  dif- 
tinflions  fhould  have  been  withheld,  and,  at  all  events, 
the  fatigue  and  interruption  that  they  would  have  oc- 
cafioned. 

When  Buonapart6  arrived  at  Paris,  the  Confuls 
and  Minifters,  with  the  Senators  and  Councellors  of 
State,  flocked  around  him,  to  congratulate  him  on 
the  brilliant  conclufion  of  the  campaign.  At  eleven 
o’clock  on  the  2d,  when  the  two  Confuls,  and  the 
Secretaries  of  State  entered  the  Thuilleries,  the  guns 
of  the  palace  and  of  Montmatre  announced  his  ar¬ 
rival.  The  firft  words  of  the  Conful,  on  feeing  the 
Council  of  State,  were,  “  Citizens  !  here  I  am  again, 
have  you  done  much  fince  I  left  you?”  The  anfwer 
from  twenty  mouths  at  once  was,  as  was  natural 
from  fuch  an  allembly,  and  upon  fuch  an  occafion, 
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“  Not  fo  much  as  you,  General.”  On  perceiving 
General  Kellerman,  he  faid,  “  Yaur  fon  has  diftin- 
guifhed  himfelf,”  to  which  he  added,  “  I  wilh  for 
peace,  as  do  the  troops  of  Auftria.” 

The  ftreets  of  Paris  rang  with  the  fhouts  of  “  vive 
Buonaparte  !”  and  the  inhabitants  of  Lyons  caufed  a 
medal  to  be  ftruck  to  commemorate  his  vifit  to  their 
■city,  where  he  had  been  prevailed  upon  to  lay  the 
firft  ftone  in  the  building  of  the  Place  de  Bellicour. 

Before  his  arrival  at  Paris,  the  good  fortune  of  the 
Conful  made  him  acquainted  with  a  moll  extraordi¬ 
nary  change  that  the  capricious  mind  of  the  Emperor 
of  Ruffia  was  operating  in  his  favour.  That  unre- 
ftrained  and  unruly  Defpot,  had  conceived  an  anti¬ 
pathy  againft  his  former  allies,  which  evinced  itfelf 
in  a  particular  manner,  in  an  attempt  to  raife  a  hof- 
tile  fpirit,  in  the  North  of  Europe,  againft  the  naval 
power  of  Britain.  Without  provocation,  he  feized 
upon  all  the  Englilh  veftels  in  his  ports,  and  fent 
their  crews  into  captivity;  prohibiting  all  communi¬ 
cation  with  that  country,  as  well  as  the  ufe  of  its 
manufactories  in  his  dominions. 

By  aggravating  the  complaint  made  againft  the 
Englifli  navy  or  its  treatment  of  neutrals,  he  pre¬ 
vailed  upon  Pruffia,  Denmark,  and  Sweden,  to  unite 
with  him  in  a  confederacy  againft  England,  the  ob- 
jeft  of  which  was  to  oblige  that  country  to  abandon 
the  principle  of  maritime  law,  technically  called  the 
Rule  of  the  War  of  1756  ;  and  to  admit,  that,  in  all 
cafes,  free  fhips  fhould  make  free  goods. 

Without  entering  in  o  the  whole  of  this  queftion 
at  prefent,  it  will  appear  evident,  that  a  more  fortu¬ 
nate  circumftance  could  not  have  occurred  for  the 
Firft  Conful,  whofe  fleets  were  blocked  up  in  port. 
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It  was  a  renewal  of  the  unjuft  claims  fo  frequently 
urged  by  America;  and  he  faw  reafon  to  hope,  that 
Great  Britain  would  fuffer  herfelf  to  be  bullied  into 
conceffions  that  would,  in  effert,  have  given  him  alj 
the  neutral  nations  of  the  world  for  auxiliaries. 

The  victories  and  fucceftes  of  the  French  arms, 
afforded  the  Government  a  convenient  opportunity 
of  indulging  the  Parifran  tafte  for  public  fetes  and 
exhibitions;  and,  as  the  Conful  could  not  yet  declare 
his  undisguifed  views  relative  to  the  Republic,  it  was 
refolved  to  celebrate  the  anniverfary  of  the  Revolu¬ 
tion  of  the  14th  of  July,  with  imufual  fplendour. 

Upon  this  occation  the  ftandards  taken  at  the  battle 
of  Marengo,  and  by  the  Army  of  Italy,  were  formally 
prefented  to  the  Government,  in  prefence  of  the 
people,  aflembled  at  the  Champ  de  Mars ,  by  General 
Lafne,  and  the  chef  d’efcadre  Berthier,  accompanied 
by  appropriate  fpeeches.  In  his  anfwer,  the  Chief 
Conful,  in  a  manner  to  give  all  the  honour  of  the  fe* 
veral  victories  to  the  generals,  faid,  “  The  ftandards 
preiented  to  the  Government,  In  the  prefence  of  the 
people  of  this  immenfe  Gapital,  atteft  the  genius  of 
the  generals  in  chief  Moreau,  Maftena,  and  Berthier;, 
the  military  talents  of  the  generals,  their  lieutenants, 
and  the  bravery  of  the  French  army.  On  their  re¬ 
turn  to  the  camps,  tell  the  foldiers,  that,  for  the  aera 
of  the  23d  of  September,  when  we  fhallcelebrate  the 
anniverfary  of  the  Republic,  the  French  people  ex¬ 
pert  the  publication  of  peace ,  or,  if  the  enerm  fhould 
oppofe  infurmountable  o  attacks,  neiu  ftandards ,  will  be 
the  fruits  of  new  viftories 

At  this  fete  Buonaparte  acquired  much  popularity^ 
by  an  invitation  he  gave  to  fuch  of  the  invalids  as  had 
received  medals  at  tne  Temple  of  Mars,  to  dine  with 
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him  ;  amongft  them  were  two  venerable  old  men, 
one  aged  104  and  the  other  107  years. 

In  anfwer  to  the  conftant  flattery  and  fulfome 
adulation  that  was  offered  to  him,  he  took  occafion 
to  let  the  good  people  know  they  had  not  yet  offered 
him  what  he  confidered  to  be  his  price;  and  he,  very 
early,  dropped  a  hint  of  his  expending  fome  greater 
reward  of  his  fervices  than  what  they  had  already 
conferred;  for  he  declared,  to  a  committee  which  had 
been  fent  to  him,  “  That,  after  the  time  of  his  Con- 
fulfhip  was  expired,  and  for  a  year  longer,  he  would 
accept  nothing  from  the  people;  but  if,  fubfequent 
to  that  period,  they  fliould  choofe  to  apply  to  him  the 
article  of  the  Conftitution  which  decrees,  that  fome 
great  recompenfe  {hall  be  given  to  thofe  warriors  who 
have  fignalized  themfelves  in  defence  of  the  Republic, 
he  would  then  accept  their  kindnefs  with  gratitude.” 
This  was  allowing  time  for  one  party  to  increafe  his 
value  and  for  the  other  to  grow  generous. 

It  cannot,  indeed,  be  denied  by  the  bitterefl  ene¬ 
mies  of  the  Conful,  that  if  he  defigned  to  bend  and 
mould  the  French  people  to  his  intereff,  he  as  dili¬ 
gently  applied  himfelf  to  become  ufeful  to  them  ;  and 
though  it  would  be  a  wafte  of  time  to  detail  the  vari¬ 
ous  improvements  and  regulations  fuggefted  by  him 
during  the  early  part  of  his  Confulate,  as  they  were 
founded  upon  the  principles  of  the  Republic,  and, 
therefore,  were  only  defigned  by  him  to  continue  till 
they  fliould  be  further  modified,  according  as  his 
proje&s  might  ripen;  yet  it  would  be  improper  to 
omit  noticing  the  zealous  and  effectual  fupport  he 
gave  to  the  new  fyfiem  of  Weights  and  Meafures, 
that  had  been  fuggefted  by  the  early  revolutionifts 
and  oppofed  by  all  the  bigots  and  knaves  in  Europe, 
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who,  like  the  fupporters  of  k  ngcraft  and  prieftcraft, 
find  a  fyflem  of  complication  and  myltery  neceflary 
to  enable  them  to  impofe  upon  the  ignorant. 

Among  the  great  ideas,  realized  during  the  firft  pe¬ 
riod  of  the  Revolution,  muft  be  reckoned  that  of  a 
uniform  fyflem  of  Weights  and  Meafures.  From  all 
parts  of  France  remonflrances  were  fent  againft  the 
great  variety  of  thofe  in  ufe :  feveral  kings  had  en¬ 
deavoured  to  remedy  this  evil,  which  was  fo  hurtful 
to  lawful  trade  and  favourable  only  to  fraud  and  dou¬ 
ble  dealing;  yet  what  they  had  nc.  een  able  to  effeft 
was  undertaken  by  the  Conftituent  Aflembly  :  it  de¬ 
clared  that  there  ought  to  be  but  one  llandard  of 
weights  and  meafures  in  a  country  fubjedt  to  the  fame 
laws.  The  Academy  of  Sciences  was  charged  to 
feek  and  prefent  the  bell  mode  of  carrying  this  decree 
into  execution  :  that  fociety  propofed  the  adoption  of 
the  decimal  division,  by  taking  for  a  fundamental 
unit  the  ten-millionth  part  of  the  quarter  of  the  ter- 
reftial  meridian.  The  motives  which  determined 
this  choice  were,  the  extreme  simplicity  of  decimal 
calculation  and  the  advantage  of  having  a  meafure 
taken  from  nature.  The  latter  condition  would,  in 
truth,  have  been  accomplilhed,  had  there  been  taken 
as  a  fundamental  unit  the  length  of  the  pendulum, 
marking  feconds  for  a  given  latitude;  but  the  mea. 
fure  of  an  arc  of  the  meridian,  executed  with  the  pre- 
cifion  to  be  obtained  by  the  methods  and  inftruments 
of  the  prefent  day,  was  extremely  interefting  in  re¬ 
gard  to  the  theory  of  rhe  figure  of  the  earth :  this 
influenced  the  decifion  of  the  Academy. 

All  the  meafures  of  the  metrical  fyflem  were  de¬ 
duced  from  a  bjfe  taken  from  nature,  the  fourth  part 
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of  the  terrestial  meridian  ;  and  the'  divifions  of  thofe 
meafures  are  all  fubjeCfed  to  the  decimal  order  em¬ 
ployed  in  arithmetic. 

In  order  to  eftablifh  this  bafe,  the  grand  and  im¬ 
portant  work  of  taking  a  new  meafure  of  the  ter- 
reftial  meridian  from  Dunkirk  to  Barcelona  was 
begun  in  1792:  at  the  expiration  of  feven  years  it 
was  terminated  ;  and  the  Inftitute  presented  the  re- 
fult  to  the  Legislative  Body,  with  the  original  table  of 
the  new  meafures. 

Mechain  and  Delambre  meafured  the  angles  of 
ninety  triangles  with  the  new  reflecting  circles, 
imagined  by  Mayer,  and  which  Borda  had  caufed  to 
be  conftruCted :  with  thefe  inftruments  they  made 
four  obfervations  of  latitude  at  Dunkirk,  Paris,  Evaux, 
CarcafTonne  and  Barcelona;  two  bafes,  meafured  near 
Melun  and  Perpignan,  with  rules  of  platina  and 
copper,  forming  metallic  thermometers,  were  con¬ 
nected  with  the  triangles  of  the  meridian  line :  the 
total  interval,  which  was  9°.6738,  was  found  to  be 
551584.72  toifes.  As  the  degrees  progressively  di- 
minifhed  towards  the  South,  but  much  more  towards 
the  middle  than  towards  the  extremities,  the  middle  of 
the  iv  hole  arc  was  taken,  and,  on  comparing  it  with 
the  degrees  meafured  at  Peru,  between  the  years  1737 
and  1741,  the  ellipticity  of  the  earth  was  concluded  to 
be  1  - 3 3 4t h ;  the  mean  degree,  57,008  toifes  ;  and  the 
metre ,  which  is  the  ten-millionth  part  of  the  quarter 
of  the  meridian,  443  296  lines  of  the  old  French  toifes 
which  had  been  ufed  at  Peru. 

The  commiflioners  fent  from  foreign  countries  ve¬ 
rified  ail  the  calculations  and  fanCtioned  the  refults. 
The  experiments  of  the  pendulum,  made  at  the  ob- 
fervatory,  with  extreme  care,  by  Borda,  Mechain,  and 
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Caflini,  with  a  new  apparatus,  conftrucfed  by  Le¬ 
noir,  fhewed  the  pendulum  to  be  10.99385  of  the 
metre,  on  reducing  it  to  the  freezing  point  and  in 
vacuo-,  this  would  be  fufficient  for  finding  again  the 
metre ,  though  all  the  ftandards  were  changed  or  loft. 

In  order  to  diffufe  the  knowledge  of  the  fyftem  as 
exlenfiveiy  as  poflible,  it  was  explained  in  all  the 
gazettes,  almanacks,  and  fugitive  publications  of  the 
Republic,  in  the  following  fimple  manner. 

Having  corre&ly  afcertained  the  diftance  between 
the  equator  and  the  pole,  that  quarter  of  the  meridian 
is  divided  into  ten  parts,  which  gives  225  leagues: 

That  part  is  again  divided  into  ten  parts,  which 
gives  22  leagues  and  one  half : 

A  third  divifion,  into  ten  parts,  gives  a  diftance  of 
513.2  toifes:  * 

This  part,  divided  in  its  turn,  into  ten  parts,  gives 
5132  toifes  : 

By  a  fifth  divifion  is  obtained  ajength  of  51.32 
toifes : 

The  fixth  divifion  gives alength of  4,430  lines;  and 

The  feventh  divifion,  which  is  taken  as  the  ftand- 
ard  of  all  French  meafure,  and  is,  therefore,  exprefs- 
ly  called  the  metre ,  gives  three  feet  eleven  lines,  or  four 
hundred  and  forty-three  lines — a  meafure  very  nearly 
correfpondingwith  the  verge  of  Paris.  This  meafure  alfo, 
divided  decimally,  by  a  further  fubdivifion  produces 
the  decimetre ,  or  tenth  part  of  the  metre ,  meafuring 
44  3-19  lines:  A  further  fubdivifion  afeertains  the 
hundredth  part  of  the  metre,  and  is  called  centimetre ; 
and,  laftly,  the  centimetre  is  decimally  divided  to  find 
the  length  of  the  millemetre ,  which  is  about  4-qths 
of  a  line. 

The  metre  became  the  bafis  of  all  the  weights  and 
meafures  of  France. 
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This  fyflem  Buonaparte  determined  to  eftablilh 
throughout  the  French  dominions,  and  the  prefers 
were  inftru&ed  to  perfevere  in  getting  it  adopted  in 
their  feveral  departments,  however  ltrong  the  preju¬ 
dice  of  the  people  might  be  againft  it.  All  the  public 
officesintroduced  itinto  their  own  practice  and  all  the 
duties  and  impofts  were  levied  upon  its  principles. 
Each  chief  magiftrate  was  enjoined  to  provide  a  fuf- 
ficient  fupply  of  the  new  weights  and  meafures  for  the 
demands  of  the"  merchants  and  citizens  who  might 
choofe  to  adopt  them,  and  he  was  refponfiblefor  their 
being  blued  corredtly  according  to  the  national  ftand- 
ard,  each  article  bearing  the  arms  of  the  nation  and  of 
the  particular  arrondifement  from  whofe  municipality 
it  had  been  received. 

Much  patience  was  exercifed  with  the  obftinate,  to 
perfuade  them  fo  far  to  accommodate  themfelves  to 
the  general  convenience  as  to  adopt  this  one  uniform 
principle  of  trade;  and  when  they  peril  (ted  in  ad¬ 
hering  to  their  old  local  ftandards,  public  notice  was 
given  by  the  magiltrates,  that,  at  the  end  of  three 
months,  they  fnould  fine  all  traders  who  continued  to 
fell  by  the  old  weights  and  meafures :  the  fines  were 
not  levied,  and  the  notice  was  repeated,  with  fretli 
threats,  for  the  next  three  months.  Thus,  by  a  mix¬ 
ture  of  perfeverance  and  forbearance,  the  Conful,  at 
length,  carried  his  point:  yet,  if  we  may  be  permitted 
to  anticipate  fo  far,  we  muft  fay,  that  it  was  not  till 
1803  that  the  fyftem  was  entirely  adopted  throughout 
all  the  French  dominions. 

This  one  a<5l  of  the  Conful  ought  to  cover  a  multi¬ 
tude  of  faults;  and  it  naturally  follows,  that  other 
governments,  whofe  stupid  attachment  to  the  follies 
of  their  fathers  continues  to  curfe  their  fubjeds  with 
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all  the  confufion  that  is  eonnefted  with  pounds, 
that  in  one  place  mean  fixteen  ounces,  in  another 
eighteen,  in  another  twenty,  and  a  train  of  conco¬ 
mitant  evils,  ought  to  provide  their  people  with  much 
happinefs  fome  other  way,  to  counterbalance  their 
negligence  and  mifrule  in  this  refpedt. 

To  return  to  our  Narrative.  We  mud  direft  the 
reader’s  attention  once  more  to  the  Weftern  Depart¬ 
ments  of  France,  where  the  Englith  Government  had 
again  commenced  its  nibbling  and  vexations  fyftem 
of  warfare,  after  the  amnefty  had,  in  a  great  meafure, 
reconciled  the  people  to  the  government. 

A  very  extenfive  expedition  was  fitted  out  in  the 
Englifh  ports,  which  reached  the  place  of  its  deftina- 
tion  (as  every  thing  Englijh  does)  a  little  too  late  to  do 
what  it  was  defigned  for!  The  intention  of  the  Eng¬ 
lifh  Goverment  was,  it  fhould  feem,  to  reach  the 
French  coaft:  time  enough  to  keep  a  large  body  of  the 
French  from  going  to  Italy  :  but  whether  the  generals 
had  not  their  hunters  ready,  or  their  ladies  had  not  their 
toilets  fitted  up,  or  what  other  weighty  reafon  delayed 
the  expedition,  the  nations  of  Europe  have  never  been 
able  to  guefs ;  yet  it  happened  that  Buonaparte  had 
got  his  army  into  Italy  before  the  Englifh  arrived^on 
the  coaft  ! 

At  Quiberon,  and  on  the  neighbouring  coaft,  the 
Englifh  made  good  a  landing,  and  the  few  French  who 
had  been  difgufted  at  the  execution  of  Frotte  joined 
them  :  but  no  advantage  whatever  was  gained  by  this 
trifling  fuccefs;  for  the  Confular  Government  dif- 
patched  General  Bernadotte,  from  the  department  of 
Vilaine,  who  with  a  few  troops  drove  them  from  the 
coaft ! 

Georges  and  Guittimo,  two  chiefs  of  the  former 
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infurre&ion,  endeavoured,  in  vain,  to  raife  the  people 
again  in  rebellion  againft  the  government,  now,  appa¬ 
rently,  too  prudent  to  give  ground  to  an  enemy  who 
had  not  fenfe  enough  to  keep  pofleffion  of  the  ad¬ 
vantages  he  had.  It  was  now  -feen  that  the  Englifh 
had  not  fpirit  enough  to  maintain  themfelves  in  the 
posts  that  were  procured  for  them:  their time-ferving 
attempts  were  made  merely  to  annoy  their  enemy  upon 
fome  temporary  occafion,  and  not  to  gain  any  folid 
advantage  either  for  themfelves  or  the  unfortunate 
people  who  were  duped  by  their  ill-fupported  ihani- 
feftoes. 

The  warfare  of  the  Englifh  Government  was  the 
moft  difgraceful  fpecies  of  warfare  that  could  be  car¬ 
ried  on.  for  it  placed  that  government,  in  the  eyes  of 
mankind,  in  the  fame  light  as  the  Executive  Direft- 
ory,  which,  in  its  expedition  to  Ireland,  fent  only  a 
handful  of  troops,  juft  fufficient  to  diftraft  the  country 
and  betray  the  people.  Guided  alone  by  the  fordid 
defire  of  annoying  its  enemy  at  a  fmall  expenfe,  it 
regarded  as  nothing  the  lives  of  the  inhabitants,  fa- 
crificed  to  its  treacherous  friendfhip  !  Little  can  be 
faid  in  favour  of  the  French  mode  of  carrying  on 
war,  ftill  lefs  for  that  of  Auftria  and  the  continental 
allies  of  Britain  :  but,  of  all  the  nations  who  haAe  been 
involved  in  the  war  fince  the  year  1792,  none  have 
lefs  caufe  to  be  fatisfied,  and  none  have  been  fo  really 
and  fo  generally  difiatisfied  with  the  mode  in  which 
its  government  has  chofen  to  carry  on  the  war  as  the 
Englifn.  That  government  has  wantoned  away  mo¬ 
ney  enough  to  have  fubdued  a  univerfe ;  but  it  has 
doled  it  out  with  fo  much  parfimony,  that  it  has  con¬ 
verted  the  very  ftrength  of  the  nation  into  weaknefs; 
and,  amidft  all  its  buttle  and  blufter,  it  has  evinced  fo 
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little  fpirit,  tliat  the  enemy  has  been  invariably  ftrength- 
ened  by  every  effort  it  has  made. 

The  pfeudo  morality,  the  church-going  politics,  of 
the  Englifh,  difplayed  itfelf  throughout  the  whole 
conduct  of  the  war;  they  endeavoured  to  fhape  their 
courfe  fo  as  to  avoid  the  charges  of  temerity  aad  ex¬ 
travagance,  and  thus  they  were  only  generous  by  de¬ 
grees  and  courageous  by  halves.  If  a  point  could  be 
gained  by  fixty  thoufand  men,  why  fixty  thoufand  was 
too  great  a  number  to  rifk;  thirty  thoufand  was  all  that 
could  be  hazarded  without  danger :  thirty  thoufand 
were  fent,  and,  being  inadequate  to  the  purpofe,  were 
loft,  as  every  wife  man  had  forefeen  they  would  be  ; 
but  Government  obtained  the  negative  credit  of  hav¬ 
ing  done  kfs  mifchief  than  it  might  have  done,  and 
the  nation  was  cajoled,  under  the  idea,  that  there  had 
been  fome  ceconomy  pradtifed  in  thus  hufbanding  out 
its  treafure,  to  enable  it  to  bear  a  ftmilarlofs  the  fuc- 
ceeciing  year. 

The  partifans  of  the  Britifh  Government  affected 
to  cenfure  the  fe verity  of  the  French  for  the  opprefl- 
ivenefs  of  the  requifitions  and  the  prodigality  with 
which  the  lives  of  the  foldiers  were  hazarded  in  th# 
field,  thoufand  after  thoufand.  There  was,  it  is  true, 
prodigality,  oppreflion,  and  a  moft  barbarous  want  of 
feeling  in  this ;  but  it  was  gentlenefs,  it  was  mercy,  it 
was  humanity,  compared  with  the  Pittite  mode— i 
anfwered  the  purpofe  for  which  it  was  defigned— -it 
gave  the  people  fomething  in  return  for  their  facri- 
fices:  every  million  of  money  and  every  thoufand 
lives,  that  was  expended  by  the  French,  procured 
for  them  its  full  value,  in  the  fecurity  it  gave  them; 
but  every  million  of  money  and  every  thoufand  lives 
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expended  by  the  Englifli  has  rendered  them  weak  and 
infecure  in  proportion.  The  government  of  the 
French  nation  has  doubled  its  territory;  the  govern¬ 
ment  of  the  Englifli  nation  has  doubled  its  debt :  the 
French  Government  conducted  the  war  fo  as  to  place 
its  country  in  fecurity ;  the  Englifli  Government  con¬ 
ducted  the  war  fo  as  to  place  its  country  in  jeopardy. 
The  requifition  commiflaries  of  France  will  extol  the 
fyftem  of  Buonaparte;  the  tythe-colleCting  merchants 
of  England  will  prefer  the  tortuous  fyftem  of  Pitt; 
but  the  real  friends  of  mankind  will  fee  nothing  to  be 
pleafed  with  in  either,  more  than  might  be  obferved  in 
the  conduct  of  two  heirs  to  an  eftate,  who,  having  di¬ 
vided  their  patrimony  between  them,  fliould  take 
oppofite  methods  of  fquandering  it  away.  If  one, 
with  an  unexampled  degree  of  patience  and  perfe- 
verance,  fliould  feat  himfelf  upon  Dover  cliffs  for 
twelve  or  fourteen  years  fucceffively,  and,  foberly 
throw  his  riches,  guinea  after  guinea,  into  the  bot*- 
tomlefs  gulph  ;  whilft  his  brother,  with  a  tafte  for  fen- 
fuality  and  extravagance  equal  to  that  of  Helioga- 
bolus,  fliould  difcover  no  other  ufe  for  his  wealth  than 
that  of  miniftering  new  gratifications  to  his  appetites, 
we  fliould,  doubtlefs,  admire  the  felf-denial  and  re- 
fignation  that  led  to  the  choice  of  fuch  a  harmlefs 
life,  but  we  fliould  be  at  a  lofs  to  know  how  the  for¬ 
mer  life  could  benefit  mankind  more  than  the  latter; 
were  it  poflible  fo  to  fettle  the  difpute,  and  to  recon¬ 
cile  the  French  and  Englitb  governments,  it  would 
certainly  promote  the  happinefs  of  mankind  to  write 
vice  upon  the  efcutcheon  of  the  one,  and  follt 
upon  that  of  the  other. 

Notwithftanding  the  evident  folly  of  fending  the 
expedition  to  the  coaft  of  France,  at  a  time  when  every 
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thing  had  been  done  to  deftroy  the  confidence  of  the 
great  body  of  the  people;  thofe  moft  miferable  of  all 
quacks,  the  newfpapers  in  the  intereft  of  the  Englifh 
Government,  attempted  to  impofe  upon  the  people, 
with  their  ufual  effrontery,  by  holding  out  hopes  of 
fuccefs.  The  delufion  was  of  fhort  duration  :  a  few 
trifling  convoys  were  captured  by  the  Bridfh  cruifers 
upon  thecoaft;  but  all  the  parade  of  the  expedition 
had  vaniflied,  before  the  Conful  returned  to  Paris. 

Buonaparte  gave  orders  to  the  Minifter  of  Marine 
to  get  the  navy  placed  upon  the  bed:  poflible  footing  ; 
and  he  wrote  a  Letter  himfelf  to  the  Weft,  in  order  to 
attach  the  Vendeans  ftill  more  ftrongly  to  his  govern¬ 
ment. 

The  Fir.  st  Consul  to  the  Prefed  of  the  Department  of 
La  Vendee. 

Paris,  July  26. 

“  An  account  has  been  given  me,  Citizen  Prefect,  of  the 
good  condu£t  of  the  inhabitants  of  Normontier,  La  Crof- 
nier,  Barbatre,  and  Beauvais,  in  the  different  defcents  at¬ 
tempted  by  the  Englifh  :  I  have  not  been  left  in  ignorance 
of  thofe  who  fhewed  the  moft  courage  and  attachment  to  the 
Government. 

“  Choofe  me  a  dozen  of  thg  inhabitants  who  have  be¬ 
haved  beft  in  thefe  affairs,  and  fend  them  to  me  to  Paris,  ac¬ 
companied  by  the  officers  of  the  gendarmerie  who  led  them: 
1  wifh  to  fee  thofe  brave  and  good  F renchmen  ;  I  wifh,  too 
that  the  good  people  of  the  Capital  fhall  fee  them  ;  and  that 
they  fhould  carry  back  with  them,  at  their  return,  the  tefti- 
monies  of  the  fatisfattion  of  the  French  People. 

“  If,  among  thofe  who  have  diftinguifhed  themfelves? 
there  are  any  Priefts,  fend  them  tome,  in  preference;  for  I 
efteem  and  love  Priefls  who  are  good  Frenchmen,  and 
who  know  how  to  defend  their  country  againft  the  eternaj 
enemies  of  the  French  name; — thofe  wicked  heretics,  the 
Englifh  !” 


(Signed) 


“  Bonaparte.” 


THE  LIFE  Of 


316' 

The  effects  of  this  Letter  will  eafily  be  imagined: 
all  the.  people  of  the  difaffedfed  departments  haftened 
to  difplav  their  loyalty  to  the  Firft  Conful:  and  it  is 
with  flncere  forrow  that  we  are  obliged  to  record  fuch 
inftances  of  human  depravity ;  as,  that,  among  the 
Emigrants,  were  found  perfons,  who,-  after  having 
been  fheltered  by  the  Britifh  Government  and  fed  by 
its  bounty  when  perfecuted  from  their  homes,  were 
eager  to  reconcile  themfelves  to  the  Confular  Go¬ 
vernment  by  the  zeal  with  which  they  vilified  their 
benefadlors ! 
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CHAPTER  XX. 

Preliminaries  of  Peace  between  Slufiria  and  France 
figned  at  Paris. — Confluences.— War  in  Egypt  .—Turks 
totally  defeated  at  Heliopolis. —  Cairo  captured. — Treat - 
ment  of  the  Inhabitants. — Plans. — The  French  Com¬ 
mander  ajfaffnated. — Letters  from  Genera!  Menou  and 
Sir  Sydney  Smith. — Obfervations . 

The  Life  of  Buonaparte  neceflarily  embraces  a 
great  variety  of  topics;  and  if  a  Work  fimilar  to  this 
were  to  be  undertaken  by  a  mind  as  vicioufly  deter¬ 
mined  to  praife  him  throughout  every  oage,  as  the 
writers  of  fome  Hiftories  of  him  (which  difgrace  the 
Britifh  prefs)  feem  to  have  been  determined  to  fcan- 
dalize  him,  right  or  wrong the  writer  who  would 
poflefs  that  mind  would,  moft  likely,  have  preferved, 
as  a  foil  to  his  Hero,  a  lift  of  the  difafters  which  befet 
the  Britilh  nation  under  the  adminiftration  of  Mr.  Pitt 
and  his  friends:  this  chapter  would,  then,  have  com¬ 
menced  with,  perhaps,  the  words,  “  The  Nine  hun¬ 
dred  and  Ninety-ninth  Difafter!”  and  would  have 
informed  pofterity,  that  the  befotted  Pittites  were  as 
much  furprifed,  when  it  came  as  if  it  had  been  the  very 
fir  ft. 

The  warmongers  of  London  and  the  peculators  of 
Weftminfter  had  taken  great  pains  to  perfuade  their 
dupes,  that  the  Emperor  of  Germany  would  com- 
plaifantly  carry  on  the  war,  and  facrifice  the  lives  of 
his  inoffenfive  boors,  as  long  as  the  cravings  of  their 
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cupidity  might  continue  to  chant  the  delightful  found, 
4<  War!  war!  war!”  and  the  (illy  people  went  on 
believing,  till  news  arrived,  that  Count  St.  Julien  had 
figned  preliminaries  of  peace  at  Paris.  This  intelli¬ 
gence  conveyed  the  unexpected  idea  that  England  was 
left  alone  in  the  conteft:  an  overweening  confi¬ 
dence  gave  way  to  a  ftupid  panic,  both  mod  perfectly 
Englifh :  a  general  dream  of  invafion  difturbed  the 
repofe  of  every  good  cirizen  in  the  kingdom;  and 
thofe  who  had,  during  the  whole  of  the  war,  dilated 
moft  eloquently  upon  the  refources  of  the  kingdom, 
now  proved,  that  they  had  not  difcovered  the  fimple 
means  of  making  the  enemy  fee  that  it  was  his  pa¬ 
ramount  interefl  to  make  peace,  whenever  he  might 
be  afked  to  do  fo. 

Upon  this,  as  upon  every  other  occafion,  the  Eng¬ 
lifh  miniftry  loft  fight  of  the  clear  and  diftinCt  intereft 
of  the  nation,  and  involved  its  fate  in  the  contrary 
and  intricate  concerns  of  the  continent;  this  led  to 
a  long  and  embaraffing  altercation  between  the  con¬ 
tending  powers,  as  to  the  terms  of  the  naval  armiftice, 
which  fhould  make  it  as  advantageous  to  France  by 
fea,  as  the  advantages  fhe  granted  to  Auftria  were  by 
land  ;  this  difcufiion,  however,  derived  its  principal 
difficulty  from  the  particular  ftate  of  things  in  Egypt, 
at  the  moment  of  which  we  are  tr  ating ;  and  hence 
it  will  be  necefiary  to  purfue  our  enquiries  into  the 
progrefs  of  the  war  in  the  Eaft  up  to  that  period. 

General  Kleber,  in  confequence  of  the  llipulations 
he  had  entered  into  by  the  fourth  article  of  the  Con¬ 
vention,  had  delivered  up  Catich,  Salahich,  Belbies, 
Damietta,  and  the  Delta,  to  the  Turks,  when  the  in¬ 
telligence  reached  him  that  Lord  Keith  had  refufed 
to  ratify  the  treaty;  he  was,  therefore,  in  a  much 
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worfe  condition  than  when  he  began  to  negociate, 
whilft  the  Grand  Vizier  had  increased  his  force  pro- 
digioufiy. 

Forty-five  days  had  been  agreed  upon  as  the  time 
for  the  French  to  evacuate  Cairo,  and  until  that  time 
expired  the  French  general  and  the  Turkith  com¬ 
mander  continued  to  negotiate  upon  the  moft  lrifendly 
footing,  in  expectation  that  the  Court  of  St.  James’s 
would  ratify  the  treaty ;  but  the  Grand  Vizier,  ad¬ 
hering  literally  to  the  conditions,  demanded  the  citadel 
of  Cairo  to  be  delivered  up  at  the  time:  fuch  a  de¬ 
mand  was  moft  unrtafonable,  and  the  French  general 
refufed  to  comply  with  it.  It  was  afking  him  to  aban¬ 
don  the  only  fortified  place  that  he  held  in  Upper 
Egypt,  and,  in  fa<ft,  to  (hut  himfelf  up  in  Alexandria, 
where  he  would,  ftiortly,  have  been  obliged  to  capi¬ 
tulate  without  terms.  He  could  not  have  chofen  fuch 
a  part  without  diflionour;  and  the  Turks  ftiould  have 
confidered,  that  fome  difagreements  which  had  hap¬ 
pened  between  them  and  Djezzer  Pacha  were  to  be 
reckoned  in  the  light  of  advantages  to  the  French, 
who,  befide,  had  formed  a  co  upromife  with  Murad 
Bey,  which  gave  them  fecurity  on  the  fide  of  Upper 
Egypt. 

Kleber  determined  to  keep  the  power  he  held,  and 
made  the  Letter  from  Lord  Keith  the  ground  upon 
which  he  juftified  himfelf  to  his  army  for  recom¬ 
mencing  hoftilities.  The  I  etter  of  the  Engiifh  ad¬ 
miral  notified,  as  befor.  hated,  I  is  orders  not  to  fanc- 
tion  the  treaty  of  El-Aiifcfc;  and  i:  concluded  by  in¬ 
forming  General  Kleber,  that  “  all  fiiips  that  might 
be  met  returning  to  France,  not  •  iihftanding  they 
might  have  p  ifiports,  would  be  retained  as  prizes,  and 
all  on  board  them  would  be  made  prifoners  of  war,’> 
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“  Soldiers!”  faid  the  French  General,  i(  we  know 
how  to  reply  to  fuch  infolence  by  vidtories :  prepare 
for  battle  !” 

From  the  8th  to  the  20th  of  March  the  French 
army  was  occupied  in  preparations,  and  on  that  :*ay, 
early  in  the  morning,  the  troops  began  to  cannonade 
the  advanced  polls  of  the  Turks,  which  were  at  Ma- 
turia,  about  two  leagues  from  Cairo,  the  camp  being 
at  Heliopolis. 

At  eight  o’clock  in  the  morning  the  grand  Vizier 
advanced  with  his  army,  the  French  being  drawn  up 
in  two  lines.  A  corps  ofjanizaries  charged  the  French 
with  confiderable  bravery;  but  being  ill  lupported  by 
their  artillery,  and  not  fufficiently  fupplied  with  am¬ 
munition,  were  foon  obliged  to  retreat.  The  French 
troops  were  fifteen  thoufand  flrong,  well  propor¬ 
tioned  with  cavalry  and  dromedaries;  the  Turks 
were  capable  of  muttering  eighty  thoufand  troops  in  a 
few  hours.  Few  battles  have  beeu  fought  with  more 
fury  during  the  time  that  it  lafted  ;  but  here,  as  upon 
all  former  occafions,  the  fuperior  fkill  of  the  fmaller 
number  fet  the  power  of  the  larger  at  defiance,  info- 
much,  that,  by  noon,  the  French  were  ready  to  ad¬ 
vance  upon  their  adverfaries :  a  dreadful  fire  of  artil¬ 
lery  and  mufquetrv,  from  the  whole  line,  threw  the 
Turkifh  hordes  into  irrecoverable  diforder  and  con- 
fufion,  whilft  the  enemy  ruflied  upon  them  and  mowed 
them  down  like  grafs :  forty  thoufand  men  took  to 
flight  in  all  directions,  and  the  Grand  Vizier  found  it 
impoflible  to  rally  them. 

In  vain  did  the  Turkith  commander  endeavour  to 
fecure  himtelf  in  his  camp;  he  was  obliged  to  aban¬ 
don  it  the  fame  day,  the  French  having  advanced  in  a 
manner  the  bell  calculated  to  cut  off  his  retreat, 
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The  route  foon  became  general,  and  the  French  took 
nineteen  pieces  of  artillery,  with  great  part  of  the 
camp  equipage. 

During  this  conflict  the  (laughter  among  the  Turks 
is  fuppofed  to  have  amounted  to  eight  thoufand  killed, 
befide  wounded  and  prifoners !  The  French  fought 
defperately,  and  their  fury  was  not  allayed  when  they 
learned  that  Cairo  had  been  attacked  by  fome  thou- 
fands  of  the  enemy,  who  had  penetrated  by  the  way  of 
Boulac,  with  a  view  to  cut  off  their  only  refource,  and 
butcher  them  in  the  Defart. 

The  inhabitants  of  Cairo  had  favoured  the  Turks, 
and  the  few  French  that  had  been  left  in  the  city  were 
put  to  death ;  an  offence  that  would,  moft  likely,  have 
provoked  Kleber  to  have  demolifhed  it,  had  he  not 
found  it  indifpenfibly  necefTary  to  him  in  his  condition: 
he  reduced  it  to  a  blockade,  and,  without  much  diffi¬ 
culty,  retook  it,  when  it  was  laid  under  a  very  heavy 
contribution ;  and  the  army  was  reinftated  in  its  good 
humour,  by  the  general’s  being  enabled  to  bring  uo 
the  arrears  of  pay  and  clothing,  from  the  joint  plunder 
of  the  camp  and  the  city. 

The  bad  faith,  as  it  was  called,  of  the  Englifh,  in 
the  rupture  of  the  treaty  of  El-Ariffi,  had  excited 
the  indignation  of  the  army:  to  them  the  Turks 
were  not  formidable  enemies.  After  the  revolution 
of  the  1 8th  Brumaire  (9th  of  November,  1799)  of 
which  they  had  now  received  inteiiigence,  their  con¬ 
fidence  in  the  government  heightened  their  defire  to 
preferve  a  conqueft,  the  vail  importance  of  which 
they  felt,  and  which  they  contemplated  with  plfcafure, 
fince  they  began  to  endure  fewer  privations  and  to 
reap  fome  enjoyments. 

The  inhabitants,  aftoniflied  to  fee  the  Vizier  of  the 
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Porte,  the  greateft  perfonage  to  whom  their  know¬ 
ledge  extended,  defeated  by  the  French,  were  now 
convinced  that  the  efforts  of  the  Turks  to  regain  the 
country  would  thenceforth  be  ineffectual;  and, con- 
fidering  Egypt  as  the  property  of  their  new  mailers, 
began  to  place  great  confidence  in  them.  They 
had  experienceed,  on  various  occafions,  with  what 
facility  revolts  had  been  fuppreffed  by  a  fmall  num¬ 
ber  of  troops.  The  expenfes  of  the  war,  levied  on 
the  rebels,  would  deter  them  for  ever  from  fimilar 
attempts ;  and  the  peace  with  Murad  Bey  tended  to 
retain  the  inhabitants  in  thefe  peaceable  difpofitions. 

The  extraordinary  contributions  impofed  on  Cairo, 
as  a  punilhment  for  its  revolt,  afforded  means  to  pay 
the  whole  arrears  of  the  army,  amounting  to  eleven 
millions  of  livres,  including  the  foldiers’  pay,  and 
tranquilly  to  wait  the  feafon  for  collecting  the  ordi¬ 
nary  imports,  to  fupply  the  current  expenfes.  The  a- 
meliorations,  which  a  ftate  of  war,  and  the  difficulties 
infeparable  from  a  new  eftablilhment,  had  prevented 
Buonaparte  from  effecting,  in  a  country  where  the 
language,  manners,  and  curtoms,  oppofed  innumera¬ 
ble  obftacles,  General  Kleber  was  in  a  fituation  to 
accomplifh,  after  the  victory  of  Heliopolis.  The  re¬ 
gulations  he  ordained  in  every  department  of  the  ad- 
miniftiation,  introduced  great  economy  into  the  ex¬ 
penditure,  dimjnirtied  the  charges  of  collection,  and 
put  a  flop  to  various  exaCtions  and  dilapidations. 

Kleber,  defirous  of  profiting  of  the  moment  of 
general  good-will  in  the  inhabitants  of  Cairo,  and  to 
perfuade  them  (particularly  the  Copts)  that,  if  they 
had  been  armed  during  the  fiege,  their  quarters  would 
not  have  been  pillaged  by  the  Turks,  and  that  it  was 
their  interert  to  concur  with  the  French  in  the  com- 
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mon  defence,  prevailed  on  them  to  raife  a  battalion 
of  500  men,  whom  he  trained  to  arms,  and  clothed  in 
the  French  uniform.  He  propofed  to  augment  thefe 
auxiliary  troops  as  circumftances  might  permit. 

This  formation  of  a  body  of  Copts  was  ufeful  as 
introducing  a  military  tafte ;  but  it  was  a  ftill  more  im¬ 
portant  objeft  to  induce  the  inhabitants  of  Egypt 
(Chriftians  and  Muflulmen)  to  enrol  themfelves  in 
the  demi-brigades,  where  they  would  more  readily 
imbibe  the  principles,  and  learn  the  difcipline  of  the 
French  foldiery.  Kleber  gave  the  greateft  encou¬ 
ragement  to  thefe  enrolments ;  in  Upper  Egypt 
they  became  frequent.  The  21ft  demi-brigade  in  a 
fhort  time  recruited  300  men,  who  quickly  learnt 
their  exercife.  The  inhabitants  of  Lower  Egypt 
feemed  lefs  difpofed  to  enter  the  fervice;  but  their 
repugnance,  it  was  hoped,  would  be  removed. 

The  Greeks,  of  a  more  warlike  character,  offered 
themfelves  with  a  great  deal  more  zeal.  Two  com¬ 
panies  of  Greeks  had  been  raifed  by  Buonaparte; 
one  of  thefe  was  at  the  fiegejof  Cairo,  and  fought 
with  great  bravery.  General  Kleber  raifed  a  Greek 
legion,  in  which  were  enlifted  numbers  of  Greeks 
who  had  newly  arrived  in  the  ports  of  Egypt.  It 
foon  amounted  to  nearly  1500  men. 

The  army  had  found  great  difficulty  to  procure 
means  of  carriage  in  moments  of  great  urgency ;  be- 
caufe  at  fuch  times  the  Arabs,  who  let  out  their  camels 
to  hire,  difappeared.  To  fecure  this  important  fer¬ 
vice  Kleber  eftablifhed'a  park  of  500  camels,  for  the 
ufe  of  the  army;  which  were  employed,  when  the 
troops  were  not  in  the  field,  in  various  ufeful  fer- 
vices.  He  gave  orders  for  the  purchafe  of  horfes  and 
camels,  to  remount  the  cavalry  and  for  the  artillery. 
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He  eftablifhed  flying-bridges  over  the  branches  of 
the  Nile,  to  facilitate  the  march  of  troops  from  the 
coaft  to^the  frontier  of  Syria;  and  eftablifhed  pofts 
of  communication  between  the  different  ftations  of 
the  army. 

He  laid  down  a  plan  of  great  fimplicity  for  works 
to  be  conftrudted  at  Cairo;  embracing  two  great  ob¬ 
jects — to  overawe  the  inhabitants  of  that  extenfive 
city,  and  fo  far  to  command  the  avenues  that  an 
enemy  could  not  eafily  introduce  himfelf  to  raife  the 
inhabitants.  He  gave  orders  alfo  for  works  ne- 
ceflary  to  the  defence  of  the  coafts. 

He  eftablifhed  a  committee  of  works,  confifting  of 
live  members,  heads  of  the  principal  departments  of 
the  civil  adminiftration,  with  whom  he  advifed  on 
the  ameliorations  that  the  circumftances  of  the  coun¬ 
try  would  permit. 

He  put  a  flop  to  a  multitude  of  dilapidations,  and 
to  peculations,  at  the  expenfe  of  the  foldiery,  whofe 
condition  he  greatly  improved,  by  ordering  a  regular 
delivery  of  the  rations  of  provifions  and  forage, ^and 
affigning  clothing  to  the  feverai  corps. 

The  Turkifh  fleet,  commanded  by  the  Capitan 
Pacha,  appeared  off  Alexandria  about  the  latter  end 
of  May.  Kleber,  having  no  information  whether  or 
not  troops  were  on  board,  and  an  attempt  on  the 
coaft  was  meditated,  inftantly  marched  with  part  of 
the  troops  at  Cairo,  and  ordered  the  troops  in  the 
Delta  to  aflemble  at  Rahmanieh.  He  quitted  Cairo 
on  the  14th  Prairal  (beginning  of  June);  learnt  at 
Rahmanieh  that  the  Capitan  Pacha  appeared  off 
Alexandria  merely  to  open  a  negotiation  if  poffible; 
prohibited  the  landing  of  any  agent  of  the  Turks; 
and  returned  to  Cairo,  leaving  in  the  Delta,  oppofite 
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to  Rahmanieh,  a  flying-camp  of  two  demi-brigades 
and  two  regiments  of  cavalry,  to  march  to  any  part 
of  the  coaft  that  might  be  menaced,  or  to  the  frontier 
of  Syria. 

It  does  not  appear  that  the  battle  of  Heliopolis  was 
followed  up  by  any  aCtive  meafures  again!!  the  Turks, 
ftill  powerful  on  the  fide  of  the  Defart;  and  it  fhould 
feein,  from  the  Memoir  publifhed  by  General  Reg- 
nier,  that  General  Menou,  who  had  been  the  bofom 
friend  and  principal  confidant  of  Buonaparte,  might 
have  contributed  to  thwart  the  defigns  of  the  com¬ 
mander  in  chief,  and  have  been  the  caufe  of  his  not 
proceeding  to  more  a&ive  hoftilities. 

General  Menou  had  arrived  at  Cairo  (about  the 
middle  of  May.  In  the  courfe  of  the  fix  preceding 
months  he  had  received  various  orders  to  repair  thi¬ 
ther,  at  firil  to  be  employed  in  the  negotiations  with 
the  Turks,  afterwards  for  the  approaching  campaign, 
and  after  the  reduction  of  Cairo  to  aflume  the  com¬ 
mand  of  that  place.  But,  although  uniformly  an* 
fwering  that  he  was  about  to  depart,  and  that  he 
defired  nothing  fo  eagerly  as  to  meet  the  enemy, 
he  remained  very  quietly  at  Rofetta,  till  the  Turks 
being  driven  out  of  Cairo,  and  chafed  to  the  Defart, 
nothing  more  remained  but  to  enjoy  the  tranquillity 
purchaf'ed  by  the  victories  of  the  army. 

When  General  Menou  was  arrived  at  Cairo,  he 
raifed  objections  to  his  taking  the  command  of  that 
place.  That  of  Upper  Egypt,  where  he  exprefled 
an  inclination  to  travel,  was  offered  him;  but  to  this 
alfo  he  raifed  objections.  At  length  Kleber,  in  one 
of  his  moments  of  cauftic  humour,  faid  to  General 
Menou,  in  a  letter,  that,  having  offered  him  the  moll 
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defirable  commands,  he  had  only  that  of  commander 
in-chief  to  add.  General  Menou  chofe  the  command 
of  Upper  Egypt;  but  did  not  leave  Cairo. 

About  this  time  various  reports,  injurious  to  Kle- 
ber,  and  calculated  to  deprive  him  of  the  confidence 
of  the  army,  were  fpread  through  Cairo.  The  au¬ 
thor  was  not  then  fufpedled  ;  but  “  fince  then,”  fays 
Regnier,  “  there  has  been  little  doubt  on  that  fub- 
jedt.” 

Before  General  Kleber  departed  from  Cairo  for 
Rahmanieh,  he  wrote  to  general  Reynier,  who  was 
on  duty  in  Kelioubeh,  to  proceed  to  Cairo,  to  take 
the  comnlaifu  Va^he  place,  and  watch  Upper  Egypt 
and  the  frontiers  of  Syria,  while  he  was  on  the  coaft. 
The  exprefs  with  thefe  orders  loft  his  way;  and  Ge¬ 
neral  Reynier  did  not  reach  Cairo  till  after  Kleber’s 
departure.  In  the  interim  General  Menou  alked  for 
the  command  of  Cairo,  which  Kleber  gave  him,  re¬ 
commending  him  to  advife  with  General  Reynier  on 
the  neceftary  difpofitions,  if  there  fliould  be  any 
movement  on  the  fide  of  Syria.  General  Reynier, 
on  his  arrival  at  Cairo  gave  Menou  every  neceftary 
information  relative  to  the  fortifications,  the  troops, 
and  the  inhabitants  and  police  of  the  city,  with  each 
of  which  General  Menou  was  little  acquainted. 

Kleber  returned  from  Rahmanieh  on  the  21ft.  On 
the  23d  he  fliewed  to  general  Reynier  a  note  he  had 
ordered  to  be  written,  in  anfwer  to  a  letter  that  Mr. 
Morris,  fecretarv  to  Lord  Elgin,  had  fent  him  from 
Jaffa.  He -converfed  with  General  Reynier  on  the 
conduft  he  propofed  to  maintain  with  the  Turks, 
upon  which  fubjedl  he  had  before  held  feveral  con- 
verfations  with  him.  It  was  Kleber’s  objedt  to  avail 
himfelf  of  the  rupture  of  the  treaty  of  El-Arilh,  and 
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of  the  arrangements  made  by  the  Englifh  at  that 
time  to  occupy  Alexandria,  Damietta,  and  Suez,  to 
excite  the  jeaioufv  and  anger  of  the  Turks.  It  was 
his  intention  to  decline  all  communication  both  with 
the  Turkifh  and  Englifh  commander  in  chief  while 
he  endeavoured  to  open  adireft  correfpondence  with 
Conflantinople.  I3y  this  policy  he  expected  to  be 
able  to  correfp and  with  the  French  Government, 
receive  its  inltrucfions,  and  prevail  on  the  Turks  to 
confent  to  a  neutrality  till  the  conclufion  of  a  general 
peace.  A  treaty  to  this  effedt  would  have  fecured 
the  French  army  from  any  attack,  except  by  a 
maritime  expedition,  which  the  Englifh  would 
fcarcely  have  attempted  without  the  aid  of  the  Turks ; 
and  would  have  augmented  the  refources  of  the  French 
by  reviving  commerce  in  Egypt. 

On  the  14th  of  June,  General  Kleber,  after  re* 
viewing  the  Greek  legion  in  the  Ifle  of  Raoudah, 
came  to  Cairo,  to  infpedt  repairs  that  were  making 
at  his  houfe.  He  was  walking  on  the  terrace  of  his 
garden  with  citizen  Protain,  his  architedi,  when  he 
received  feveral  dabs  with  a  poignard.  Theafl'affin, 
who  had  arrived  at  Cairo  towards  the  end  of  Fioreal 
(the  middle  of  May)  had  followed  Kleber  from 
Gizeh ;  and,  having  introduced  himfeif  into  the  houfe 
along  with  the  workmen,  feized  for  his  purpofe,  the 
moment  when  Kleber’s  attention  was  deeply  engaged 
in  converfation. 

As  foon  as  the  generals  heard  the  news  of  the 
affaffination,  they  affembled  at  the  houfe  of  General 
Damns,  to  which  the  body  of  Kleber  had  been  carri¬ 
ed.  Search  was  made  for  the  afTaffin ;  and  he  was 
foon  after  arrefted  and  interrogated. 

The  flieiks  and  agas  of  the  city  had  been  fent  for, 
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with  an  intention  to  examine  if  this  deed  was  con¬ 
nected  with  any  more  extenfive  confpiracy.  An 
aide-de-camp  entered  the  room  in  which  the  generals 
were  affiembled,  to  know  if  they  were  to  be  brought 
in.  General  Reynier,  to  whom  the  officer  fpoke, 
defired  him  to  addrefs  himfelf  to  General  Menou, 
who  referred  him  back  to  General  Reynier,  and  a 
difcuffion  arofe  between  the  two  generals  concerning 
a  fucceffior  to  Kleber. 

General  Menou  maintained  that  he  was  unqualified 
for  the  command ;  that,  having  been  in  little  aCtive 
fervice,  he  was  lefs  known  to  the  troops  than  general 
Reynier;  and  that  he  had  already  refufed  the  command 
in  chief  on  other  occafons.  He  lavifhed  his  word  of 
honour ,  that  he  would  fooner  give  in  his  refignation  as 
a  general  officer,  than  accept  the  command;  and  that, 
even  if  it  were  impofed  upon  him,  he  would  avail 
himfelf  of  its  authority  to  order  General  Reynier  to 
affiume  it. 

General  Reynier  obferved  to  him,  that,  in  fuch 
circumftances,  the  laws  ordered  the  oldefl  general 
officer  to  take  the  provifional  command  till  the  plea- 
fure  of  the  government  ffiould  be  known;  and  that, 
if  he  delired  time  to  come  to  a  refolution,  as  to  the 
command  in  chief,  he  could  not  decline  to  iffue  his 
orders  as  commandant  of  Cairo;  and  that,  for  his 
part,  he  deemed  the  command  of  too  important  a 
nature  to  affiume  it  without  mature  reflection.  Per¬ 
ceiving  that  General  Menou  came  to  no  refolution, 
he  took  him  afide  f  and,  repeating  his  arguments, 
added  that  fuch  a  difcuffion  ought  to  be  poltponed 
to  a  time  of  lefs  difficulty. 

General  Menou  again  infilled  that  he  could  not 
take  the  command;  that  he  had  not  feen  fervice,  and 
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was  unknown  to  the  troops,  who  were,  perhaps,  pre¬ 
judiced  againft  him  by  his  change  of  religion,  from 
the  Catholic  to  the  Mohameddan.  General  Reynier 
obferved,  that  he  ought  not  to  consider  his  change  of 
religion  as  any  obltacle ;  that  it  would  even  render 
his  authority  more  eafy  to  the  people  of  the  country; 
and  that  all  the  generals,  and  General  Reynier  in  par¬ 
ticular,  would  alfift  him  with  their  whole  powers  and 
bed  counfels.  He  invited  him  at  all  events  to  take 
the  lead  at  prefent,  as  commandant  of  Cairo.  He 
then  led  General  Menou  back  to  the  aid-de-camp, 
and  the  difcuffion  ended  for  that  time. 

The  examinations  concerning  the  affaffination  con¬ 
tinued.  The  next  day  General  Menou  affiimed  the 
title  of  commander  in  chief,  ad  interim,  and  appointed 
General  Reynier  prefident  of  the  commiflion  charged 
to  try  the  affaffin. 

After  the  interment  of  Kleber,  aad  the  execution 
of  the  affaffin,  General  Menou  affirmed  the  title  of 
General  in  Chief.  The  army  with  great  reluctance 
faw  him  fucceed  its  former  general :  murmurs  were 
heard  in  feveral  corps ;  but  they  were  appeafed  by 
the  generals,  who  hoped  that  General  Men  on’s  know¬ 
ledge  of  bufinefs  would  well  qualify  him  to  direCt  the 
civil  adminiftration,  and  that,  in  actual  ferviceand 
times  of  danger,  he  would  avail  himfelf  of  their  mili¬ 
tary  experience. 

The  Confular  Government  had  received  accounts, 
by  way  of  Conftantinople,  of  the  recommencement  of 
hoftilities  early  in  July,  which  revived  the  hope  of 
being  able  Hill  to  retain  Egypt  as  a  colony ;  as  it  was 
evident  that  all  hope  of  recovering  it  by  a  Turkifh. 
army  was  at  an  end.  Egypt  would  now,  it  wascon- 
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fidered,  require  a  large  Britifli  force  to  fubdue  it,  or 
would  become  an  important  objeft  of  negotiation 
with  that  country. 

The  French  Government  concluded,  that  the  only 
chance  by  which  the  colony  could  be  evacuated  by 
negotiation,  would  arife  out  of  the  enmity*  that  was 
known  to  exift  between  Kleber  and  Buonaparte,  and 
which,  it  was  thought,  might  induce  the  former  to 
furrender  an  acquifition  by  which  the  credit  of  the 
latter  would  be  increafed :  even  this  apprehenfion 
ceafed  upon  the  arrival  of  the  intelligence  of  Kleber’s 
death,  and  the  arrival  of  the  intelligence  was  as  myf- 
terious  as  the  afiaffination  of  the  general.:  it  was  an¬ 
nounced  in  the  Paris  papers  by  the  publication  of  two 
letters,  faid  to  have  been  received  by  the  French 
Government,  over  land,  from  Conflantinople,  with¬ 
out  comment  or  explanation ;  and  the  authority  of  the 
letters  was  only  fuch  as  their  internal  evidence  carried 
with  them.  No  fatisfa&ory  account  has  ever  been 
obtained  of  the  motives  that  led  to  the  murder  of  the 
French  commander,  nor  of  their  authors;  but,  by  the 
perufal  of  the  letters  alluded  to,  it  appears  that  Ge- 

»  The  enmity  that  exiffed  between  them  arofe  during 
their  campaign  in  Syria.  Kleber’s  principles  of  humanity 
emboldened  him  to  cenfure  Buonaparte’s  cruelties,  and,  in 
feme  inftances,  to  oppefe  the  maffacre  of  the  prifoners. 
During  the  (iege  of  Acre  Buonaparte  ordered  Kleber  to 
fend  a  detachment  of  hisdivifion  to  ftorm  at  night  :  Kleber, 
doubtful  whether  the  breach  was  prafticable,  fent  one  of 
his  ableft  officers  to  reconnoitre  it;  and,  being  informed 
that  fuccefs  was  impoffible,  he  refufed  to  give  the  order, 
atid  told  Buonaparte,  “  That  he  might  fend  himfelf,  if  he 
chofe.”  Buonaparte  did  fend;  and  the  whole  detachment 
(including  Kleber’s  confidential  officer)  periihed  in  the  at¬ 
tempt  ! 
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neral  Menou  evinced  no  delicacy  in  accufing  the 
Turks  of  the  crime. 

FRENCH  REPUBLIC. 

Liberty!  -  Equality! 

Head-quarters  at  Cairo,  1st  Messidor,  8th  Year  of  the  French 
Republic,  one  and  indivisible. 

Menou,  Commander  in  Chief,  to  Sir  Sydn ey  Smith. 
commanding  his  Britannic  Majejlys  Ship  the  Tiger. 

“  I  have  received,  Sir,  the  letter  which  you  have  done 
me  the  honour  to  write  from  on  board  the  Tiger,  off 
Rhodes,  on  the  9th  June.  As  the  execrable  murder  com¬ 
mitted  upon  the  Commander  in  Chief,  Klebcr,  has  de¬ 
prived  the  French  army  of  their  leader,  I  have  undertaken 
to  command  them.  As  your  allies,  the  Turks,  could  not 
conquer  the  French  at  El  Arifch,  they  made  ufe  of  dag¬ 
gers — which  daftards  alone  employ  to  be  revenged.  A 
Janiffary,  fent  from  Gaza  forty-two  days  ago,  has  been 
chofen  to  perpetrate  this  horrid  aft.  The  French  wifh  to 
believe  that  the  Muffulmen  alone  are  guilty.  The  murder 
fhall  be  made  known  to  all  nations,  who  all  have  the  fame 
intereft  to  revenge  it.  The  conduft  which  you,  Sir,  have 
yourfelf,  obferved  refpefting  the  Convention  concluded  at 
El  Arifch,  plainly  fhews  me  how  I  mud  aft.  You  de¬ 
manded  the  ratification  of  your  Court;  and  I  too  rauft 
likewife  demand  that  of  the  Confuls,  who  . now  govern  the 
French  Republic,  for  the  treaties  that  may  be  concluded 
between  the  army  under  my  command,  the  Englifh,  and 
their  allies.  It  is  now  the  only  legal  and  authentic  method 
to  be  adopted  in  negociations.  I,  too,  deteft  the  horrors  of 
war,  like  you,  Sir,  and  wifh  to  fee  an  end  to  the  mifery  it 
occafions.  But  I  will  in  no  refpeft  aft  anywife  contrary 
to  the  honour  of  the  French  Republic  and  her  armies.  I 

*  Sir  Sydney  Smith  had  written  to  Menou,  as  Com¬ 
mandant  of  Alexandria,  req'uefting  him  to  inform  Kleber 
that  the  Englifh  Government  had  ratified  the  treaty,  and 
urging  the  re-opening  of  negotiations* 
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am  perfectly  convinced  that  you  entertain  the  fame  fenti- 
ments  of  good  faith,  honour,  and  morality,  which  ought  to 
chara&eriz-e  treaties  concluded  between  nations. 

“  The  French  Republic  are  ftrangersto  thofe  ftratagems 
of  war,  of  which  Mr.  Morris’s*  papers  make  mention. 
They  know  no  other  rule  of  conduct,  but  courage  in  battle, 
generofity  after  vidtory,  and  the  ftridt  obfervance  of 
treaties. 

“  One  hundred  and  fifty  EngliOimen  are  prifoners  of  war 
here.  Had  I  only  liftened  to  the  Republican  generofity, 
I  would  have  fent  them  back,  without  confidering  them, 
as  prifoners;  for  they  have  been  taken  on  the  coaft  of  Egypt, 
and  without  arms,  and  I  am  convinced  the  Confuls  would 
have  approved  of  my  condudt.  But  your  allies,  the 
Turks,  detain  the  Citizen  and  Chief  of  Brigade  Baudef, 
Adjutant  of  General  Kleber,  though  his  perfon  ought  to 
have  been  facred,  even  to  barbarians,  for  he  went  on  a 
parley. 

“  1  have  thus  been  forced,  againft  my  will  and  inclination, 
to  ufe  reprilals  againft  your  countrymen  ;  but  they  {hall  be 
releafed  the  moment  Citizen  Baudet  reaches  Damietta.  He 
ihall  there  be  exchanged  for  Muftapha  Pacha  and  other 
Turkifti  Commiflaries.  If,  as  I  make  no  doubt,  you 
poffefs  influence  with  your  allies,  this  affair  will  foon  be 
fettled.  Your  honour  is  interefted  in  it,  and  it  concerns 
150  of  your  countrymen. 

“  I  have  the  honour  to  repeat  to  you,  Sir,  that  with  an 
enthufiaftic  joy  I  fliall  fee  terminate  a  war  which  has  fo 
long  difturbed  the  whole  world.  It  behoves  the  French 
and  Englilh  nations  to  efteem  and  not  to  deftroy  each 
other  ;  but  if  they  treat  together,  it  mttft  be  on  conditions 
equally  honourably  to  both,  and  equally  conducive  to  their 
refpeftive  welfare. 

*  Mr.  Morris  was  private  fecretary  to  Lord  Elgin,  the 
Englilh  ambaffador  at  Conftantinople,  and,  having  been, 
appointed  to  follow  the  Grand  Vizier,  had  correlponded 
with.  General  Kleber. 
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“  Pleafe  to  accept,  Sir,  of  the  mod  fincere  aflurances  of 
my  efteem  and  refpeft. 

“  I  have  the  honour  to  be,  &c. 

(Signed)  “  Abdallah  Bey,  J.  Menou.” 

Copy  of  a  Tranjlation  from  the  Turkijh ,  of  a  Letter  from 
Sir  Sidney  Smith  to  General  Menou,  Com¬ 
mander  in  Chief  of  the  French  Army  in  Egypt,  origi¬ 
nally  written  in  French. 

“  General,”  Jaffa,  June  22, 1800, 

“  I  received,  this  evening,  the  letter  which  you  did  me 
the  honour  of  writing  to  me  on  the  zoth  inft.  At  the 
inftant  when  I  expedited  to  fee  General  Kleber  under  the 
moft  favourable  and  fatisfa&ory  aufpices,  I  learned  with  the 
livelieft  concern,  and  the  moft  heartfelt  forrow,  his  tragi¬ 
cal  fate.  I  immediately  communicated  the  intelligence  to 
the  Grand  Vizier  and  the  Ottoman  minifters,  in  the  terms 
in  which  you  announced  to  me  that  fad  event ;  and  nothing 
lefs  than  the  certainty  and  details  with  which  you  com¬ 
municated  it  could  have  induced  their  Excellencies  to 
accredit  the  information.  The  Grand  Vizier  has  declared 
to  me,  formally  and  officially,  that  he  had  not  the  flighteft 
knowledge  of  thofe  who  have  been  guilty  of  the  affaffina- 
tion  ;  and  I  am  perfuaded  that  his  declaration  is  true  and 
fincere.  Without  entering  into  the  particulars  of  this 
unfortunate  event,  I  fhall  content  myfelf  with  anfsvering 
the  articles  of  your  letter  that  relate  to  our  affairs. 

“  If  the  Grand  Vizier  has  detained  in  his  camp  the 
aide-de-camp  Baudet,  difpatched  to  him  at  Jebil-il-Illam, 
it  was  becaufe  his  Excellency  did  not  think  proper  to 
fuffer  any  perfon  to  quit  his  camp  at  the  moment  when  he 
faw  himfelf  furrounded  by  his  enemies.  Baudet  was  de¬ 
tained  ar'Jebil-il-Illam-in  the  fame  manner  as  the  Turkifli 
officers  deftined  to  ferve  reciprocally  with  him  as  hoftages, 
were  detained  at  Cairo. 

This  Aide-de-camp  was  fent  to  the  Ottoman  fquadron 
to  be  exchanged,  according  to  your  defire,  and  during  that 
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interval  his  Excellency  the  Captain  Pacha  having  arrived 
here,  the  exchange  was  poftponed  in  confequence  of  his 
abfence  from  the  fquadron.  When  his  Excellency  fhall 
have  joined  the  fqnadron,  the  exchange  may  be  carried 
tnto  effe£t,  fhould  you  think  proper,  as  the  Aide-de-camp 
is  ofl?  Alexandria;  but  I  cannot  perceive  why  you  make 
the  releafe  of  150  Englilh,  who  were  ihipwrecked  at  the 
Cape  Brulos,  depend  upon  a  tranfaftion  relating  only  to 
yourftlf  and  the  Porte.  I  expett,  from  your  good  laith 
and  your  juftice,  according  to  the  regulations  fettled  be¬ 
tween  both  nations  relative  to  the  reciprocal  exchange  of 
our  pnfoners,  which  we  are  authorifed  to  enforce,  that 
you  will  allow  Captain  Butal,  his  officers  and  crew,  to 
return. 

“  Your  promifes  expreffive  of  the  hope  of  reciprocity  on 
my  part  cannot  apply  to  this  circumftance,  and  1  think  it 
fuperfluous  to  offer  you,  in  return,  the  affurance  of  my  good 
offices  in  favour  of  any  perfon  who  may  be  reduced  to  the 
painful  fituation  which  1  have  myfeif  experienced.  I  am 
convinced  that  the  Grand  Vizier  will  iandtion  with  his 
generous  and  dignified  approbation  all  the  humane  pro¬ 
ceedings  which  we  may  adopt  with  refpedt  to  one  another. 
The  tricks  of  warfare  are  unknown  to  us  both  ;  and  while 
1  ffiall  continue  to  behave  to  you  with  the  fame  candour 
and  the  fame  good  faith  which  I  have  rnanifefted  to  the 
prefent  moment,  I  ffiali  earneftly  employ  all  my  means  to 
prevent  any  perfon  on  whom  I  may  pofftls  influence  from 
purfuing  a  contrary  line  of  conduft.  Be  affured  that  the 
hoftile  difpolitions  which  have  been  recently  announced, 
and  which  have  acquired  extent  and  publicity,  may  be 
appeafed,  by  the  opportunities  furnilhed  to  both  parties  by 
the  prefent  circumftances  of  mutual  correl'pondence  and 
communication,  and  that  we  fhall,  at  length,  be  united  by 
the  ties  of  fincere  friendlhip.  In  the  mean  time  we  ffiall 
profecute  hoftilities  againft  you  with  the  means  which  we 
have  hitherto  proceeded  againft  you,  and  we  ffiall  endea¬ 
vour  to  render  ourfelves  worthy  of  the  efteem  of  your 
rave  troops. 


NAPOLEON  BUONAPARTE.  335 

“  The  hoflilities  which  you  have  committed,  without 
waiting  for  Admiral  Keith’s  anfwer,  who  was  unacquaint¬ 
ed  with  the  Convention  concluded  for  the  evacuation  of 
Egypt,  have  furnifhed  us  with  a  rule  for  our  condutt.  I 
had  not  demanded  of  my  Court  the  ratification  of  the 
Convention  ;  I  merely  was  defirous  to  remove  fome  ob- 
ftacles  that  might  have  oppofed  the  return  of  the  French 
to  their  country. 

“  As  General  Kleber  did  not,  in  the  late  Preliminaries 
which  were  agreed  to,  give  us  to  underhand  that  it  was 
neceffary  the  trasiy  which  was  to  have  followed  them 
Ihould  be  ratified  by  the  Confuls  :  this  condition  now  in¬ 
troduced  by  you  in  ycUr  Preliminaries  has  the  appearance 
of  a  refufal  to  evacuate  Egypt ;  and  the  Grand  Vizier  has 
commiffioned  me  to  require  of  you  on  that  head  a  clear 
and  precife  anfwer.  You  wifh,  as  I  do,  for  a  termination 
to  a  war  which  defolates  the  whole  world. 

“  It  is  in  your  power  to  remove  one  of  the  obftacles  in 
the  way  of  peace  by  evacuating  Egypt  according  to  the 
terms  agreed  upon  with  General  Kleber,  and,  if  you  refufe 
we  lhall  exert  all  our  means,  and  thofe  of  our  Allies,  in 
order  to  compel  you  to  accept  conditions  which  rcay  not  be  • 
fo  advantageous.  I  cannot  fupprefs  my  regret  at  being 
forced  to  fulfil  that  duty,  but  the  evacuation  of  Egypt 
being  an  objett  of  fo  much  intereh  to  the  caufe  of  humani¬ 
ty,  the  mode  of  accomplifhing  it  by  correfpondence  and 
conference  is  ftill  open. 

“  As  the  Admiral,  under  whofe  orders  I  am,  is  at  - 
fiderable  diftance,  I  am  authorifed  to  agree  to  fuch  ar¬ 
rangements  as  the  neceffity  of  circumftances  may  dictate  ; 
and,  although,  from  the  nature  of  events,  I  am  not  war¬ 
ranted  in  offering  any  new  propofltion,  I  am,  however, 
ready  and  difpofed  to  receive  all  thofe  which  you  may  think, 
fit  to  make.  I  can  declare  to  you  officially,  that  I  lhall 
exert  all  my  efforts  to  prevent  any  rafh  proceedings,  and 
to  oppofe  all  vexatious  meafures,  from  whatever  quarter 
they  may  a  rife. 
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“  I  fh all  literally  adhere  to  all  the  inftruCtions  of'my 
Court.  I  know  its  principle  to  be  founded  upon  the  moll 
punctilious  equity  and  the  molt  perfect  good  faith.  My 
conduCt  lhall  be  conformable  to  its  principles,  and  all  my 
exertions  lhall  be  directed  to  the  performance  of  my  duty, 
by  promoting  its  interefts. 

“  As  it  is  not  yet  decided  in  what  direction  I  am  about 
to  aCt,  I  beg  you  will  tranfmit  me  your  anfwer  in  two 
difpatches,  the  one  addrelTed  to  Alexandria  and  the  other 
to  Jaffa,  at  the  Camp  of  the  Grand  Vizier.” 

(Signed)  “  Sidney  Smith.” 

To  whomfoever  the  affaffination  of  General  Kleber 
is  to  be  attributed,  Menou  can  hardly  be  fulpeCted, 
after  the  fervour  of  his  indignation,  as  it  appears  in 
the  preceding  letter,  is  conlidered  ;  and,  as  to  his 
friend,  the  Firlt  Conful,  he  got  his  colleagues  to  de¬ 
cree,  that  an  Egyptian  monument  fhould  be  raifed, 
to  preferve  bulls  of  the  generals  Kleber  and  Defaix, 
who  had  perifhed  on  the  fame  day ;  the  one  after 
having  procured  peace  for  his  country  by  the  victory 
of  Marengo,  and  the  other  after  having  confirmed  his 
country  in  pofTeffion  of  its  molt  valuable  colony  by 
the  victory  of 'Heliopolis.  This  compliment  to  a 
dead  general  was  the  cheapeft  way  that  the  Conful 
faw  ol  fhewing  the  value'  he  attached  to  an  infecure 
pofTeffion;  a  pofTeffion,  however,  it  was;  and  the 
French  Government  refufed  to  treat  with  England,  in 
conjunction  with  her  allies,  unlefs  the  armiffice  to  be 
agreed  to,  in  the  interim,  allowed  reinforcements  to  be 
fent  by  fea  to  the  army  in  Egypt  as  freely  as  the  Au- 
ftrians  fent  them  by  land  to  the  armies  of  Germany 
and  Italy  by  virtue  of  the  exifting  armiftice. 
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CHAPTER  XXI. 

Englifli  Influence.  —  Schemes  Frujhated. — American 
Negotiation. — Claims  ujion  Portugal. — Reappearance  of 
Hoflilities. — Official  Declarations. —  Remarks. 

If  there  was  ever  a  moment  in  which  France  was 
really  thwarted,  by  what  fne  calls  the  gold  and  in¬ 
trigues  of  England,  it  was  during  the  negotiations  for 
the  naval  armiftice :  the  alliance  between  the  courts 
of  Vienna  and  St.  James’s  was  mod  perfectly  fecure, 
and  the  underftanding  between  the  minifters  of  the 
refpedlive  courts  as  complete  as  poffible.  Francis 
now  faw  that  what  he  held,  he  held  fo  intirely  by  the 
forbearance,  of  his  enemy,  that,  like  a  froward  child, 
he  was  determined  to  try  the  utmoft  limit  of  that  for¬ 
bearance,  rather  than  acknowledge  himfelf  debtor  for 
what  he  had  experienced:  he  feemed  to  be  fo  near  to  the 
brink  of  ruin  that  he  doubted  whether  it  was  worth 
while  to  be  faved  or  not;  and  he  was  prevailed  upon 
by  the  Britifh  cabinet  to  difavow  the  preliminaries  of 
Count  St.  Julien  and  to  refufe  his  ratification,  in  the 
hope  that  the  French  might  be  induced  to  enter  into  a 
joint  treaty  with  England,  in  order  that  the  conquefts 
the  latter  had  obtained  from  France  might  be  fet  off  in 
the  negotiation  againfi  thofe  which  France  had  made 
from  him.  In  the  interim  ?  conftant  communication 
was  kept  up  between  the  governments  of  France  and 
England,  which,  as  far  as  time  was  necefiary,  gave 
Auftria  an  opportunity  of  colledling  and  increafing 
her  refUirces :  for  until  France  fliould  have  exhaufted 
every  reply  the  intricate  difeuffion  between  her  and 
England  mud  inevitably  call  for,  Ihe  could  not  well 
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break  the  armiftice  with  the  Emperor;  but  Aufiria 
feemed  to  be  fo  far  fallen,  and  to  be  deftitute  of  fo 
many  other  pre-requifites,  that : time  was  to  her  of  no 
value. 

Buonaparte  confidered  it  of  the  firft  confeqnence 
that  he  fhould  be  enabled  to  fend  fupplies  to  Egypt ; 
and  he  winked  at  the  obftinacy  of  the  Emperor,  in 
hopes  that  his  indulgence  might  operate  upon  the 
Englilh  minifters,  in  their  full-moon  moments,  to  yield 
to  his  importunities  :  the  folly  of  the  Britifh  miniftry 
and  the  Conful’s  patience,  had,  however,  both  their 
limits. 

To  have  admitted  another  French  force  into  the 
Mediterranean  would  have  been  to  have  empowered 
France  to  have  fettled  Egypt  as  a  pofleflion  of  her 
own  for  ever;  and  a  powerful  fleet  and  army,  which, 
ever  fince  the  liege  of  Genoa,  had  been  up  that  fea, 
under  the  command  of  Lord  Keith  and  General 
Abercrombie,  had  already  been  cieftined  to  take  pof- 
felfion  of  the  colony  On  the  contrary,  the  Conful 
was  pledged  to  the  Englilh  to  announce  peace  by  the; 
firft  day  of  the  new  year,  or  to  lead  the  armies  on  to 
new  victories :  his  time  was  nearly  exhaufted,  and  he 
began  to  a  flu  me  the  character,  that  he  fo  frequently  al¬ 
ludes  to  in  his  proclamations  and  addrefles— that  of  the 
ivakinr  Hon, 

Strong  and  fevere  remonftrances  were  tranfmitted  to 
the  Emperor,  threatening  him  with  the  rupture  of  the 
armiflice  at  the  end  of  ten  days,  if  he  did  not  fend  an 
arobaflador  to  Luneville,  the  place  that  had  been 
marked  by  the  former  negotiation,  as  the  rendezvous 
for  concluding  a  definitive  treaty  ;  and  the  Conful,  as 
if  determined  to  difplay  himfelf  in  confiftency  with  his 
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own  figure,  began  whetting  his  teeth  by  a  fpecies  of 
underplot  warfare  with  Portugal  and  America. 

The  United  States  had  appointed  commiffioners  to 
,  adjuft  their  differences  with  France  fhortly  after  the 
Confular  Government  had  commenced  ;  but  as  the 
Conful  had  begun  to  tafte  the  fweets  of  lovereigtity, 
he  could  not  refrain  from  afluming  its  airs;  and  he 
chofe  to  (hew  thefe  commercial  plenipotentiaries,  that 
ft  was  their  bufinefs  to  wait ;  and  let  crowns  and  co¬ 
ronets  be  ferved  before  them.  The  whole  treatment 
of  the  American  minifters  at  the  Confular  court  was 
defigned  to  fay  to  them,  “  When  you  are  fufficiemly 
fenfible  of  your  original  infignifkance  wfe  will  con- 
defcend  to  hear  your”  yet  did  thofe  doubly  brutified 
brutes,  the  democrats  of  England  and  America,  cling 
to  this  fame  Conful,  as  the  champion  of  their  caufe  * 

The  obffacles  thrown  in  his  way  by  the  tardinefs 
of  the  Emperor  and  the  deputations  of  the  Engiifh, 
left  Buonaparte  few  other  amufements  for  fome  time 
than  thofe  which  arofe  out  of  the  preparations  making 
to  delight  the  Parifians  at  the  new  year  fports,  and  to 
confole  them  for  having  loft  the  fete  of  the  10th  of 
Auguft,  which,  very  much  to  his  credit,  the  Conful 
had  not  fuffered  '.o  be  kept  that  year:  be,  therefore, 
admitted  the  plebian  minifters  to  talk  of  their  affairs  at 
thefeafon  ofleifure,  and  caufed  them  to  be  informed, 
that  the  firft  thing  they  would  be  expelled  to  do  to 
gain  his  favour,  would  be  to  break  their  treaty  with 
England.  The  good  fenfe  of  the  minifters  overcame 
the  fubferviency  of  a  great  part  of  their  countrymen 
to  French  politics,  and  this  point  was  not  conceded; 
but  their  arrangements  went  on  fo  {lowly,  that  the 
whole  farce  of  the  American  negotiation  ferved  at 
once  to  fhew  the  contempt  in  which  that  country  was 
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held  by  the  French  Government,  and  the  blind  fer- 
vility  of  a  people  whofe  prejudices  prevented  them 
from  feeing  what  was  obferved  by  all  the  world  be* 
fide. 

Whilft  playing  with  America  the  Conful  determined 
to  exercife  his  feverity  with  greater  rigor  upon  another 
ally  of  Great  Britain— Portugal ;  that  country  being 
within  his  grafp,  and  not  to  be  let  off  with  mere  me¬ 
nace,  like  the  United  States.  Of  Portugal  he  de¬ 
manded  certain  privileges  and  commercial  advantages, 
which  it  was  impoffible  to  concede  without  violating 
treaties  exifting  between  that  country  and  Great 
Britain,  whom  it  was  impoffible  to  offend  without 
incurring;  the  moll  ferious  difaflers.  This  was  no  mat- 
ter;  all  he  wanted  was  a  caufe  of  quarrel;  and,  though 
he  could  give  no  better  reafon  for  it  than  that  of  the 
Wolf  to  the  Lamb,  in  the  fable,  that  anfwered  his 
purpofe  as  well  as  any  other.  Spain  undertook  to 
mediate  in  behalf  of  the  feeble  ftate,  and  the  Britifh 
fitted  out  an  expedition  to  defend  the  territory  in 
cafe  it  fnould  be  attacked.  General  Berthier,  whom 
Buonaparte  regards  as  his  right-hand  man  in  all  cafes 
that  require  intrepidity  and  intrigue,  was  fuperfeded  in 
the  command  of  the  army  of  rcfkrve  by  General 
Macdonald,  in  order  that  he  might  go  arxibaffadcr  to 
Madrid  :  but  a  mod:  dreadful  peffilence  broke  out  in 
Spain,  which  raged  in  feveral  of  the  principal  cities  at 
the  fame  time,  and  fo  completely  paralyfed  all  kinds 
of  bufinefs  in  thal  country,  as  to  oblige  the  Conful  to 
abandon  his  prey  for  that  feafon. 

When  the  French  refolution  of  breaking  the  armi- 
ftice  was  announced  at  Vienna,  the  Emperor  and  his 
court  was  thrown  into  the  greatefi:  conflernation : 
orders  were  fent,  in  all  direftions,  to  the  armies3  to 


NAPOLEON  BUONAPARTE.  34-1 

prepare  for  immediate  attack:  and  the  Emperor  re- 
folved  to  repair  himfelf  to  ihe  army,  accompanied  by 
his  brother,  the  Arc  hduke  John. 

The  conditions  of  the  peace  agreed  to  by  Count 
St.  Julien  were  not  much  known,  for  it  had  been  fti- 
pulated  that  they  Ihould  be  kept  fecret  till  after  they 
were  ratified  ;  and  hence  the  Allies  had  an  oppor¬ 
tunity  of  declaiming  violently  againfi:  the  unreafonable 
terms  of  the  French.  Peace  was  mod  anxioufly  de- 
fired  throughout  the  German  dates;  and  the  Em¬ 
peror  thought  it  necefiarv  to  blue  a  Proclamation,  at¬ 
taching  all  the  blame  of  the  new  hodilities  to  the 
French  Government  before  he  quitted  Vienna. 

PROCLAMATION  OF  HJS  IMPERIAL  MAJESTY. 

“  His  Imperial  Apoltolic  Majefty,  equally  convinced  of 
and  moved  by  the  calamities  of  war,  has  omitted  no  means 
in  his  power  to  procure  a  folid  and  durable  peace  for  his 
kingdoms  and  provinces,  and  all  his  faithful  vafifals  and 
fubj'edts,  and,  by  the  recent  meafures  he  has  taken,  has 
fufficiently  proved  his  wiffi  for  peace  ;  yet  has  the  French 
Government,  unexpectedly,  and  without  any  fufficienc 
caufe,  declared  the  armiftice  at  an  end,  which  had  been 
concluded  with  that  view. 

“  Though,  from  the  repeated  pacific  afiurances  of  the 
French  Government,  it  is  ftill  to  be  hoped  that  the  re¬ 
newal  of  hoftiluies  may  be  avoided,  his  Majefty  has,  ne- 
verthelefs,  refolved  to  give  an  incontrovertible  proof,  both 
to  his  own  1'ubjeCts  and  to  all  Europe,  how  much  he  has 
their  welfare  and  protection  at  heart,  by  repairing  in 
perl’on,  with  his  Royal  Brother,  the  Archduke  John,  to 
his  army  in  Germany.  His  Maj'efty,  at  the  fame  time, 
remains  unalterably  dtfpofcd  to  accept,  with  pleafure,  any 
reafonable  propofuions  and  conditions  of  peace,  and  ear- 
neltly  willies  that  he  may  loon  have  it  in  his  power  to 
*  announce  to  his  faithful  people  a  termination  of  the  cda.- 
unities  of  war. 
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The  French  generals  were  ready  to  commence  the 
W2r:  each  one  was  at  his  poll  ;  and  General  Brune, 
who  had  received  the  command  of  the  army  of  Italy  in 
the  room  of  General  Maftena,  declared  the  pacific 
views  of  his  government  in  a  Proclamation  to  the  army 
of  Italy: 

PROCLAMATION. 

Brune,  Counfcllor  of  Sate ,  Commander  in  Chief ',  to  the 
.  Army. 

“  Fellow  Soldiers  ! 

“  Our  enemies  ftill  with  for  war.  National  generosity 
had  fufpended  the  courfe  of  your  triumphs.— You  repofed 
under  arms  in  expectation  of  peace. — This  attempt  is 
fruftrated.—  Your  indignant  native  country  calls  you  to 
new  battles.  I  appeal  to  your  glory,  to  your  courage,  to 
excite  fpeedy  repentance  in  the  bofom  of  our  enemies  for 
having  rejeCfed  the  moderate  propofals  of  our  Govern¬ 
ment.  In  vain  did  we  offer  them  peace.  They  wilhed 
to  deltroy  the  Republic  in  her  army.  The  forefight  of 
Buonaparte  has  proved  juft  and  rapid;  he  penetrated 
the  objeCt  of  the  delays  of  the  enemy  ;  and  peace  muft  be 
conquered  by  new  victories 

“  At  thefe  ideas  of  frelh  triumphs  I  fee  your  fouls 
elated,  and  your  arms  brandilhed  in  your  generous  hands. 
I  hear  the  cry  of  battle  refound  through  all  your  ranks. 
In  a  fhort  time  the  enemy  will  learn  that  humanity  alone 
could  have  fufpended  your  efforts;  but  this  humanity' 
impafes  new  facrifices  upon  us,  and  glory  muft  cover  them 
with  immortal  palms. 

“  Brave  warriors!  I  neeed  not  exhort  you  to  regard  the 
rights  of  the  people  among  whom  you  are  about  to  pene¬ 
trate.  You  will  never  forget  that  liberty  is  their  hope, 
and  that  a  difplay  of  humanity  and  difeipline  can  alone 
induce  them.to  favour  our  arms. 

(Signed)  “  Brune.” 


NAPOLEON  BUONAPARTE.  343 

With  the  utmoft  difpatch  the  Emperor  fet  out  for 
the  army,  and  on  his  arrival  at  Altenkerchen  imme. 
diately  difpatched  a  courier  to  General  Moreau,  to 
propofe  a  prolongation  of  the  armifrice  only  for  a  few 
days,  to  allow  a  courier  to  return  from  Paris  with  the 
anfwer  of  the  Firft  Conful  to  the  Imperial  ultimatum. 
General  Moreau  confented  that  the  fword  fhould  re¬ 
main  fheathed  for  a  few  davs,  juft  leaving  time  to  let 
the  Government  know  therefult,  by  telegraph,  before 
the  new  year  (the  23d  of  September)  would  com¬ 
mence. 

The  17th  of  September  was  the  day  on  which  the 
armiftice  was  to  expire;  on  the,i8th  Moreau  wrote 
the  following  Letter  to  the  Archduke  John,  from  his 
head-quarters: 

The  General  in  Chief  to  his  Royal  Highnefs  the 
Archduke  John. 

Head-quarters  at  Nymphenbourg,  1st  complimentary  Day 
(Sept  18)  8th  Year  of  the  French  Republic,  one  and 
indivisible. 

“General  in  Chief, 

“  I  this  moment  receive,  by  the  telegraph,  the  anfwer  of 
the  Government  to  the  difpatches  brought  by  its  courier 
from  Vienna.  I  cannot  better  impart  to  you  the  orders 
with  which  I  am  charged  than  by  literally  tranfcribing  the 
words  in  which  they  are  conveyed. 

“  ‘  Announce  to  the  Commander  in  Chief  of  the  Auftrian 
Army,  that  the  Emperor  does  not  wilh  to  ratify  the  pre¬ 
liminaries  of  peace,  and  that  you  are  obliged  to  renew 
hoftilities.  You  may  however  agree  to  an  armiftice  for  a 
month,  if  they  immediately  put  into  your  hands  places  of 
fecurity.  M.  de  Lehrbach  will  immediately  receive 
palfports.” 

“  You  fee,  General,  that  the  intentions  of  the  Firft 
Conful  are  veiy  decided  for  peace,  li nee  the  renewal  of 
hoftilities  depends  only  upon  the  ratification  of  the  treaty 
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of  preliminaries  concluded  with  M.  St.  Julien,  and  which 
he  does  not  believe  it  his  duty  to  expofe  to  interminable 
diplomatic  difeuffions,  without  fome  guarantee  for  the 
sincerity  of  the  intentions  of  our  enemies. 

“  I  give  orders  to  Lahorie,  general  of  Brigade,  Co  re¬ 
pair  to  the  advanced  polls  of  the  army  which  I  command, 
to  demand  from  you  piaces-of  fecuritv',  which  a  new  con¬ 
juncture  gives  us  a  right  to  demand.  If  the  propositions 
v.  hich  he  is  charged  to  make  you  are  not  accepted,  hof- 
tilities  will  commence  the  day  after  to-morrow,  at  fun-rife 
(3d  complementary  day,'  both  of  September).  I  entreat 
your  Royal  Highnets  to  accept  the  aifurance  of  the  high 
confideration  with  which  1  am,  &c. 

(Signed,)  “  Moreau.” 

(Atruecopy)  “  Desol les.’  ’ 

At  Paris  the  hopes  of  peace  had  greatly  abated 
when  it  was  known  that  the  Emperor  had  himfelf 
joined  the  army,  for  the  command  was  given  to  the 
Archduke.  His  Majefty  had  taken  the  facramen1 
and  a  formal  leave  of  his  family  previous  to  quitting 
his  capital ;  on  the  20th  of  this  month,  therefore,  the 
treaty  of  Count  St.  Julian  was  pubiifned  by  the  French 
Government,  as  a  juftifkation  of  itfelf  to  the  nation, 
and  as  having  been  kept  fecret  as  long  as  fecrefy  was 
ufeful. 

PRELIMINARIES 

OJ  Peace  between  France  and  Austria. 

“  His  Majefty  rhe  Emperor,  King  of  Hungary  and  Bo¬ 
hemia,  &c.  and  the  Firtl  Contul  of  the  Republic,  in  the 
name  of  the  French  People,  equally  animated  with  the  de¬ 
fire  of  putting  a  term  to  the  evils  of  war,  by  a  prompt,  juft, 
andfolid  peace,  have  agreed  upon  the  following  preliminary 
Articles : 

Art.  I.  “  There  final  I  be  peace,  friendlhip,  and  good 
underftanding,  between  his  Majefty  the  Emperor  and  King 
and  the  French  Republic. 
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Art.  II.  “  Until  the  conclufion  of  a  definitive  treaty,  the 
armies,  both  in  Italy  and  Germany,  fliall  refpettively  re¬ 
main  in  the  pofition  they  are  in,  without  extending  their  po- 
fit ions  more  to  the  South  of  Italy.  On  his  side,  his  Impe¬ 
rial  Majefty  engages  to  concentrate  all  the  forces  he  may 
have  in  the  States  of  the  Pope,  in  the  fortrefs  of  Ancona  ;  to 
put  an  end  to  the  extraordinary  levy  which  is  making  in 
Tufcany  ;  and  to  prevent  all  debarkation  of  the  enemies  of 
the  French  Republic  at  Leghorn  or  any  other  point  of  the 
coafts. 

III.  “  The  treaty  of  Campo  Formio  (hall  be  taken  as  the 
bafis  of  the  definitive  pacification,  excepting,  however,  the 
changes  now  become  neceffary. 

IV.  “  His  Imperial  Majefty  does  not  oppofe  the  French 
Republic  keeping  the  limits  of  the  Rhine,  fuch  as  they  were 
agreed  upon  atRaftadt;  that  is,  the  left  bank  of  the  Rhine 
from  the  fpot  where  the  Rhine  leaves  the  territory  of  Swit¬ 
zerland  to  the  point  where  it  enters  the  territory  of  the  Ba¬ 
tavian  Republic;  and  engages,  moreover,  to  concede  to  the 
French  Republic  the  fovereignty  and  property  of  Frick- 
thal,  and  all  that  belongs  to  the  houfe  of  Auftria  between 
Zurich  and  Bade. 

V.  “  The  French  Republic  is  not  underftood  to  keep 
CaftVl,  Kehl,  Ehrenbreitftein,  and  DulTeldorff :  thefe  places 
will  be  raled,  on  condition  that  there  (hall  not  be  railed  on 
the  right  bank  of  the  Rhine,  an  1  for  the  diftance  of  three 
miles,  any  fortifications,  either  in  ftonework  or  in  earth. 

VI.  “I  he  indemnities  which  his  Imperial  Majefty  the 
Emperor  and  King  is  to  have  in  Germany,  in  virtue  of  the 
fecret  articles  of  the  treaty  of  Campo  Formio,  (hall  De  taken 
in  Italy;  and,  therefore,  it  (hall  be  referred  until  the  defi- 
nitiveutreaty,  to  agree,  on  the  position  and  the  quota  of  the 
laid  indemnities  :  neverthelels,  it  (hall  be  eftablilhed  as  the 
bafis,  that  his  Imperial  Majefty  the  Emperor  and  King  (hall 
poflefs,  besides  the  country  which  has  been  granted  to  him 
in  Italy  by  the  treaty  of  Campo,  Formio,  an  equivalent  to 
the  pofteftion  of  the  Archbilhopric  of  Sahbourg,  the  river 
of  the  Inn  and  the  Sabra,  and  the  Tyrol,  comprising  the 
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town  of  W afferbourg,  on  the  left  bank  of  the  Inn,  within  a 
circuit  of  three  thounmd  toifes,  and  the  Frickthal,  which  he 
cedes  to  the  French  Republic. 

Vil  “  The  ratifications  of  the  prefenr  Pre'iminary 
Articles  (hail  he  exchanged  at  Vienna  before  the  27th  Titer  > 
fliidor  (  \ ug.  15.) 

V  i  U.  11  Immediately  after  the  exchange  of  the  ratifica¬ 
tions  the  negotiations  for  a  definitive  peace  fhall  continue  ; 
both  tides  (hall  agree  upon  a  place  for  negotiation  ;  the  ple¬ 
nipotentiaries  17. aj  1  be  there  in  twenty  days,  at  the  latefti 
after  the  exchange. 

L\.  “  His  Majefty  the  Emperor  and  King  and  the  Firft 
Conlulof  tlte  French  Republic  reciprocally  engage,  in  their 
word  of  honour,  to  keep  the  prefent  A  titles  1'ecret  until 
they  fliall  be  ratified 

X.  “  The  powers  of  M.  de  St,  Julien  being  contained  in 
a  letter  from  the  Emperor  to  the  Firfi  Conliil,  the  full  pow¬ 
ers,  inverted  with  the  ufual  formalities,  (ball  he  exchanged 
with  the  ratification  of  the  prelent  preliminaries,  which 
fhall  not  bind  the  refpedtive  governments  till  after  the  ratifi¬ 
cation. 

We,  the  underfigned,  have  agreed  upon  and  signed  the. 
prefent  Preliminaries  at  Paris.,  this  9th  Thermidor  (28th 
Day  of  July)  1800. 

(Signed)  “  Compte  De  St.  Julien. 

“  C.M.  Talleyrand.” 

On  the  19th  General  Moreau  addreffed  the  army  in 
a  fpirited  Proclamation, 

PROCLAMATION. 

Liberty!  Equality! 

The  General  in  Chief. 

“  Soldiers  !” 

“  The  French  Government,  notwithftanding  its  fuc- 
celfes  in  Germany  and  It'aly,  had  cpnfented  to  an  armiftice, 
to  negociate  peace  with  its  enemies.  • 

“  The  treaty  of  the  2§th  of  July,  made  at  Paris  by  the 
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Minifter  of  Foreign  Affairs  and  the  Count  St.  Juilen,  is 
the  proof  of  its  moderation,  and  of  its  defire  for  peace. 

“  The  Emperor  has  conftantly  refufed  to  ratify  it,  and 
upon  the  denunciation  of  a  renewal  of  hoftilities,  he  has 
propofed  to  renew  negociation. 

“  Our  Government  confents  to  it;  but  perfu'aded,  in 
common  with  all  Europe,  that  our  enemies  have  only  wi tir¬ 
ed  to  gain  time  to  repair  their  Ioffes,  it  demands  places  of 
fecuritv  as  a  pledge  of  their  sincerity. 

“  The  Firft  Conful,  fully  confident  of  your  devotion  to 
the  Republic,  and  of  your  valour,  regards  peace  as  fpeedy 
and  certain,  becaufe  it  is  you  who  are  charged  with  fcon- 
qui  ring  it. 

“  The  Genera!  in  Chief,  orders  this  Proclamation,  the 
treaty  of  the  preliminaries  of  peace  figned  at  Paris  the  gth 
Thermidor  (July  28J,  and  his  Letter  to  the  General  in 
Chief  of  the  Auftrian  army,  to  be  put  among  the  orders 
of  the  army,  and  printed  in  French  and  German. 

:  Head-quarters,  Nymphenbourg.  2d  complimentary  dav 
8th  year  of  the  French  Republic,  one  and  indivisible.-’ 

(Signed)  “Moreau.” 
fa  true  copy  )  “Desolles. 

General  of  Divifion,  and  Chief  of  the  Staff.” 

The  Feaft  of  the  ift  Vendemaire  arrived,  and  the 
gloomy  expectations  that  filled  every'  breaft  were  ag¬ 
gravated  by  the  unfavourablenefs  of  the  weather. 
The  moment  had  been  calculated  when  new  torrents 
of  blood  would  begin  to  fiow  ;  and  even  thelevitvof 
the  thoughtlefs  Parifians  gave  way ‘to  the  apprehen- 
fions  that  were  entertained  for  the  fate  of  fome  be¬ 
loved  brother,  fon,  or  friend.  Every  heart  palpi¬ 
tated  with  fufpenfe  \v h i  1  ft  the  Confuls  were  attending 
to  the  funeral  uifcourfe  delivered  in  honour  of  Kleber 
and  Defaix :  but,  after  the  JVIiniffer  of  the  Interior 
had  addreffed  the  immenfe  multitude,  collefled  in  the 
Temple  of  Mars,  in  a  fpeech  relating  only  to  the  Feail, 
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he  fnrprifed  the  affembly  by  announcing  tidings 
worthy  of  fuch  a  feftival,  contained  in  a  difpatch  from 
General  Moreau,  received  by  telegraph  that  morning  : 

TELEGRAPHIC  BULLETIN. 

Line  of  Strasburg. 

Moreau,  Commander  in  Chief  of  ihe  Army  of  the  Rhine 
to  Gen.  Buonaparte,  Fuji  Conful  of  the  Republic. 

Head-quarters,  Sept.  20. 
I  have  concluded  a  new  armiftice  :  the  three  places  of 
Ingoldftadt,  Ulm,  and  Philipfburgh,  are  to  be  furrendered 
within  five,  and  evacuated  within  ten  days'. 

(A  true  Copy)  “  Chappe.” 

The  Minifter  then  communicated  the  following 
Note,  to  the  citizens  afTembied  in  the  Temple  of  Mars 
to  celebrate  the  fete  of  the  Republic. 

The  First  Consul  to  the  Public  Functionaries 
of  the  Departments. 

“  The  Preliminaries  of  Peace  were  figned  at  Paris  on 
the  9th  Thermidor  fjuly  28 )  between  Citizen  Talley¬ 
rand,  Minifter  of  Foreign  Affairs,  and  Count  St.  Tulien, 
and  ratified,  24  hours  after,  by  the  Confuls.  Citizen  Duroc 
was  directed  to  carry  them  to  Vienna.  The  intrigues  of 
the  faction  inimical  to  peace,  which  appears  {till  to  enjoy 
fome  credit,  have  induced  the  Emperor  to  refufe  ratifying 
them.  The  refufal  was  founded  upon  a  Note  from  the 
King  of  England,  who  demanded  that  his  Envoys  fhould 
fee  admitted  to  the  Congrefs  of  Luneville,  conjointly  with 
the  Plenipotentiaries  of  the  Emperor. 

“  The  Government  were  then  forced  to  break  off  the 
Armiftice,  in  order  not  to  lofe  the  remainder  of  the  autumn 
in  vain  parlies. 

“  Gen.  Moreau  had  orders  to  communicate  to  the  ene¬ 
my’s  General  the  Preliminaries,  fuch  as  they  have  been 
printed  in  the  Official  Journal,  and  to  make  known  to 
him,  that  if  they  were  not  ratified  in  24  hours,  or  if  his 
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Imperial  Majefty  wanted  ulterior  explanations,  he  fhould  ^ 
furrender  to  the  French  Army  the  three  fortreffes  of  Ulm 
Ingoldftadt,  and  Philipfburgh,  if  not,  that  hoftilities  would 
re-commence. 

“  The  Government  alfo  made  known  to  the  King  of 
England,  that  they  fhould  fee  no  inconvenience  in  admit¬ 
ting  his  Envoys  to  the  Congrefs  of  Luneville,  if  he  would 
confent  to  a  Naval  Truce,  which  fhould  offer  to  France  the 
fame  advantage  which  the  continuation  of  the  Continental 
Truce  gives  to  the  Emperor. 

“  The  Government  has  this  moment  received  by  the 
telegraph  the  news,  “  that  Iris  Majefty,  the  Emperor,  has 
himfelf  proceeded  to  his  army  on  the  Inn,  has  confented 
to  furrender  the  three  fortreffes  of  Ulm,  Ingoldftadt,  and 
Phillipfb  urgh,  which  are  this  day  occupied  by  the  troops 
of  the  Republic;  and  that  M.  de  Lehrbach,  furniftud 
with  the  neceffary  powers  from  his  Majefty,  the  Emperor, 
is  at  the  head-quarters  at  Alt-Oettingen,  wi.h  orders  to 
repair  to  Luneville.” 

“  The  difficulties  which  the  conditions  of  a  maritime 
truce  naturally  prefent,  will  {till- lead  to  fome  delays;  but 
if  the  two  Governments  do  not  agree  on  the  conditions  of 
the  faid  truce,  then  France,  and  his  Majefty,  the  Emperor, 
will  treat  feparately  for  a  particular  peace  on  the  bafts  of 
the  Preliminaries;  and  if,  which  cannot  be  imagined,  the 
Englifh  party  ftill  fhould  be  able  to  influence  the  minifter 
of  Vienna,  the  troops  of  the  Republic  will  fear  neither 
fnow,  nor  the  rigour  of  the  feaffins,  and  will  carry  on  the 
war  to  all  extremity  during  the  winter,  without  leaving 
time  for  the  enemy  to  form  new  armies. 

“  Thus  the  principles  of  the  government  are  extreme 
moderation  in  the  conditions,  but  a  firm  refolution  to  reftore 
peace  to  the  continent  fpeedily. 

“  The  moil  vigorous  meafures  have  been  taken  to  fecond, 
in  this  effential  objeft,  the  will  of  the  French  people. 

“  Such  is  the  whole  fecret  of  the  politics  of  their  Ge- 
vernment.”. 


VOL.  IV.  — NO.  XL V! I. 


C  °r 


THE  LIFE  OF 


350 

On  the  fecond  complimentary  day,  8th  year  (19th 
September,  1800)  the  Emperor  empowered  the  Count 
Lehrbach  and  Baron  Lauer  to  treat  with  Lahorie, 
general  of  brigade.  The  next  morning  was  figned 
the  following  Aft : 

Convention, 

Of  a  Prolongation  of  a  Sufpenfion  of  MoJUlities  between  the 

French  Army  of  the:  Rhine  and  the  Army  of  his  Imperial 

Majejly  in  Germany. 

Count  Lehrbach,  Minifter  Plenipotentiary  of  his  Im¬ 
perial  Majefty,  with  his  army  of  Germany,  and  Baron 
Lauer,  Field  Marfhalof  the  armies  of  his  Majefty,  on  one 
fide,  and  Viftor  Faneau  Lahorie,  General  of  Brigade  of 
the  French  army  of  the  Rhine  on  the  other,  charged  re  - 
fpeftively  with  Full  power  neceflary  to  conclude  and  fign  a 
Convention  relative  to  a  prolongation,  of  the  fufpenfion  of 
arms,  have  agreed  as  follows : — 

Art.  I.  “  His  Majefty  the  Emperor  and  King,  at  the 
demand  of  the  Firft  Conful  of  the  French  Republic,  and 
with  a  view  of  giving  a  proof  of  his  defire  to  ftop  the  fcourge 
of  war,  confents  that  the  places  of  Philipfbourgh  and  Ulm, 
with  the  forts  depending  upon  them,  and  upon  Ingolftadt, 
which  are  comprifed  in  the  line  of  demarcation  fixed  by 
the  Convention  of  the  15th  of  July  laft  (26th  Meflidor), 
flia.ll  be  delivered  up  to  the  dil'pofition  of  the  French  army 
a  pledge  of  his  intentions. 

II.  “  The  garrifons  at  prefent  in  the  places  fliall  be 
allowed  a  free  paffage  out,  with  all  belonging  to  them,  and 
ihall  repair  to  the  Imperial  army  of  Germany. 

III.  “  The  evacuation  of  thefe  places,  as  well  by  the 
garrifons  as  of  ammunition  of  every  kind,  fhall  take  place 
within  ten  days  at  furtheft.  To  this  effeft  the  French, 
army  fliall  furnifii  every  facility  in  its  power,  by  means  of 
tranfports  of  every  kind,  which  fliall  be  at  the  expence, 
however,  of  the  Emperor  and  King.  As  to  what  regards 
the  taking  poffeffion  of  the  places,  one  of  the  gates  of  the 
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great  communications  Ihall  be  delivered  up  in  five  days  to 
the  difpofition  of  the  French  army.  The  choice  fh all  be 
determined  by  the  delegates,  who  ihall  be  immediately  lent 
ill  the  Ihorteft  pofiiiile  time  to  verify  their  aftual  (late. 

IV.  “  The  warlike  ammunition  and  provifions  Ihall  alfo 
be  taken  away:  the  fame  provifion  Ihall  extend  to  the  ar¬ 
tillery,  with  the  exception  of  that  of  the  Empire  ■,  the  latter 
Ihall  be  verified  and  certified  by  delegates  appointed  to  that 
effedt. 

V.  “  The  means  of  evacuating  the  places,  as  well  as  the 
fubfifience  arid  evacuation  of  the  lick  who  cannot  be  tranf- 
ported  with  the  garrifon,  Ihall  be  determined  with  the 
Ihorteft  pollible  delay. 

VI.  “By  means  of  the  above-mentioned  difpofition* 
there  Ihall  be  a  prolongation  of  the  armiflice,  and  fufpen- 
lion  of  hoftiiities  between  the  armies  of  his  Imperial  Ma- 
jefty,  and  of  his  allies,  and  the  army  of  the  Rhine  of  the 
French  Republic,  for  forty- five  days,  beginning  from 
to-morrow,  and  including  fifteen  days  notice  for  the  re¬ 
newal  of  hoftiiities,  if  that  Ihould  take  place. 

VII.  “  The  General  in  Chief  of  the  army  of  the  Rhine 
engages  that  hoftiiities,  in  cafe  thev  have  been  commenced 
by  the  French  army  of  Italy,  Ihall  immediately  ceafe. 

VIII.  “  The  line  of  demarcation  fixed  by  the  convention 
of  the  15th  of  July  laft  (26th  Melfidor)  is  pref'erved,  in  all 
its  details,  under  the  modification  included  under  Articles 
1,  2,  3,  4,  and  5,  above  given,  and  thefe  which  may  follow. 

IX.  “  The  French  army  of  the  Rhine  Ihall  retv'n  and 
flop  upon  the  two  banks  of  the  Her,  and  the  Imperial  army 
of  Germany  upon  the  two  banks  of  the  Inn,  each  at  a  dif. 
tance  of  three  thoufand  toifes  from  the  rivers  or  the  places 
of  their  courfe  :  only  there  Ihall  be  placed  a  chain  of  ad¬ 
vanced  pofts  upon  the  line  of  demarcation  fixed  by  the  con¬ 
vention  of  the  15th  July  (26th  Melfidor.”) 

X.  “  The  dil’pofitions  of  the  faid  treaty  Ihall  be  executed 
in  every  thing  which  is  not  contrary  to  the  prefent. 

(The  8th  article  of  the  convention  of  the  15th  July 
(26th  Melfidor)  is  not  only  applicable  to  the  inhabitants  of 
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the  places  above-mentioned  in  all  its  difpofitions ;  but  the 
General  in  Chief  is  alfo  invited  to  take  into  con fideration  the 
fitoation  in  which  thefe  inhabitants  have  been  placed  by  the 
difafters  of  the  war.) 

XI.  “  The  prefent  Convention  fhail  be  fent  by  couriers  to 
all  the  commanders  of  corps  belonging  to  the  relpedtive  ar¬ 
mies,  both  in  German)  and  Italv,  with  the  utmoft  expedi¬ 
tion,  in  order  that  not  only  holtilities  may  be  and  may  re¬ 
main  iafpended,  but  that  tire  execution  ot  it  may  immedi¬ 
ately  have  effect  and  terminate  at  the  period  abfoluteiy  ne- 
ceffary  in  regard  to  diftances. 

XII.  “  Delegates  thall  be  named  by  the  generals  of  the 
two  armies  for  the  execution  of  the  articles  of  the  above 
Convention  who  can  demand  that  meafure  : 

"  Done  iu  duplicate  at  Hotienlindea,  the  19th  September, 
(3d  complimentary  day,  8th  year.”) 

(Signed)  “Count  de  Lehsbacu. 

“  L  auer,  Field  Marlhat. 

“Victor  F.Lahoire. 

(A  true  copy  “Moreau,  Geni in  Chief,” 

In  reviewing  the  whole  conduit  of  Anftria  in  this 
latter  altercation,  it  is  impoffible  to  obferve  any  thing 
great,  except  what  the  par  ial  eyes  of  Englifhmen  will 
reluctantly  difeern — the  magnanimity  with  which  Ihe 
hazarded  herfelf  to  oblige  the  Englilli  Government; 
for  though  every  feeling  of  honour  called  upon  her 
to  obtain  the  objeit  for  which  the  war  had  been  en¬ 
tered  upon  ;  that  Itruggle,  which  might  have  been 
denominated  a  laudable  perfeverance,  fo  long  as  fuc- 
cefs  could  be  hoped  for,,  afTumed  the  character  of  an 
irritating  and  vexatious  obftinacy,  from  the  repeated 
proofs  that  the  Emperor  had  received  of  his  utter  in¬ 
ability  to  raife  the  neceflary  fupplies.  In  this  point  of 
view  the  condudt  of  the  court  of  Vienna  was  truly 
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defpicable  ;  but,  after  having  jn  fa6t  acknowledged 
its  weaknefs  by  the  treaty  of  Campo  Formio,  it  had 
loft  all  that  fuch  a  frivolous  conteft  was  calculated  to 
,  fecure,  and,  therefore,  muff  have  been  aCluated  by 
fome  other  motive;  that  motive  has  been  traced,  by 
fome  Englifhmen,  up  to  the  defire  of  obtaining  a  re- 
Iforation  of  loft  territories  at  the  expenfe  of  England, 
in  exchange  for  the  conquered  colonies  to  be  ceded  to 
France  :  but  this  would  have  been  a  policy  too  abfurd 
for  a  council  of  idiots  to  have  purfued  ;  for  by  fuf- 
fering  France  to  have  continued  at  war  with  Eng¬ 
land  for  a  few  years,  till  fire  had  turned  her  attention 
to  other  objedts,  and  by  ufing  the  interval  of  peace  to 
have  confolidated  the  refources  of  the  Empire,  Francis 
would  have  been  able  to  take  the  field,  at  the  end  of 
that  period,  in  order  to  have  recovered  thofe  territo¬ 
ries  himfelf,  at  as  fmall  an  expenfe,  and  with  a  much 
greater  chance  of  fuccefs,  than  he  could  keep  it,  fur- 
rounded  as  he  was  on  all  tides  after  the  battle  of  Ma¬ 
rengo.  The  truth  i?,  that  England  had  {hewn  a  fin- 
cere  defire  to  aid  the  Confederacy,  and  had  expended 
large  fnms  for  that  purpote ;  and  though  the  injudi¬ 
cious  arrangements  of  the  Britilh  minifters  had  ren¬ 
dered  thofe  exertions  generally  ineffectual,  yet  molt  of 
the  powers  gave  the  country  credit  for  its  good  in¬ 
tentions:  and  the  Englifh  cabinet  having  made  it  a 
particular  point  with  the  Emperor,  that  he  fliould 
make  the  lalt  poflible  effort  upon  this  occafion  to  ob¬ 
tain  a  general  congrefs,  he  took  that  opportunity  of 
{hewing  the  obligation  he  felt  himfelf  under  to  that 
power. 
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The  Negotiation  for  a  Naval  Armistice  terminated. — 
Aufrian  and  French  Plenipotentiaries  appointed  to  nego¬ 
tiate  at  Lunei'ille. —  More  French  Violations.— Flore 
Englijh  Expeditions. — Surrender  of  Malta. — Convention 
between  France  and  America. — Efforts  to  carry  on  “  War 
in  DfguifeP  ‘  v 

The  conferences  relative  to  the  naval  armistice, 
which  had  been  carried  on  between  M.  Otto,  the 
French  commiflary  at  London,  for  the  exchange  of 
prifoners,  and  certain  perfons  appointedby  the  Englifli 
minifirv,  in  confequence  of  a  communication  made 
to  M.  Talleyrand,  by  the  Imperial  minifter  Baron 
Thugut,  at  the  requeft  of  Lord  Minto,  on  the  nth 
of  Auguft,  continued  without  relaxation  until  the 
8th  of  October,  when  the  correfpondence  was  clofed 
by  M.  Otto. 

Little  doubt  had  been  entertained  of  bringing  this 
difficult  fubje£t  to  a  fatisfa&ory  conclufion,  after  the 
interchange  of  the  firft  notes ;  but  feeble  as  even 
thofe  hopes  were,  they  were  entirely  dissipated  from 
the  time  that  the  Emperor  had  refolved  to  give  up  his 
fortrefles.  Several  projefts  and  counter  projects  had 
pafled  between  the  negociators,  when  M.  Otto 
defined  a  verbal  explanation  of  the  leading  points  in 
difeuffion,  and  in  the  courfe  of  converfation  with  Mr. 
Hammond,  threw  out  the  molt  pointed  affiertions  of 
the  determination-of  France,  in  the  event  of  the  naval 
armiftice  not  being  concluded,  to  purfue  the  courfe 
of  her  victories  in  Germany  and  Italy,  and  of  the 
facilities  which  the  conqueft  of  Naples  and  Sicily, 
(events,  which  he  regarded  as  inevitable)  vvouid  a f- 


NAPOLEON  BUONAPARTE.  353 

ford  to  the  French  Government  of  obtaining,  by 
force,  thofe  objedls  relative  to  Egypt  and  Malta, 
which  difinclined  the  Britifh  miniOry  to  agree  to  the 
armiftice. 

Next,  to  fending  fupplies  to  the  colonies,  Buona¬ 
parte’s  aim  was  to  feparate  the  Allies  in  his  nego¬ 
tiations  with  them,  and  when  he  faw  that  he  could 
not  gain  the  former  point,  lie  refclved  to  avail  him- 
felf  of  the  means  he  pofleffed  of  obtaining  the  latter. 
No  fooner  had  he  therefore  learned,  by  the  refult  of 
Mr.  Hammond’s  converfation  with  M.  Otto,  that 
the  Britifh  were  firm  in  their  refolution,  then  he-or- 
dered  that  the  negociation  fliould  ceafe,  as  far  as  it 
contemplated  the  congrefs  at  Luneville.  In  confe- 
quence  of  inftru&ions  to  that  effedf,  Monf.  Otto  in¬ 
formed  the  Briiifh  miniftry,  that  the  notes  laft  ex¬ 
changed,  and  feveral  important  events  which  had 
fubftquenily  changed  the  bafis  upon  which  the  ar- 
miftiCe  had  been  propofed,  had  determined  the  Firfl 
Conful  to  put  an  end  to  the  negociation  upon  that 
footing;  but  that  he  was,  notwithftanding,  invariably 
difpofed  tc  receive  any  overtures  relative  to  a  ftpa- 
parate  negociation  between  France  and  Great  Britain, 
and  that  the  n  ode  of  fuch  overture  entirely  depended 
upon  ’he  option  of  his  Maj  (fy :  that  when  the  King 
fhoi.lu  think  properto  fend  lor  that  purpofe  a  plenipo¬ 
tentiary  o  Pa  is,  he  was  authorifed  not  only  to  con- 
fent  to  it  but  to  deliver  to  him  the  neceffary  paffport. 
That,  >f,  on  the  contrary,  his  Majefty  fliould  prefer 
thar  the  prelimin  ry  negotiations  lliould  be  begun  at 
London,  lpecial  powers  would  be  fent  to  him  for  that 
purpofe. 

T  e  door  to  peace  was  thus  left  open;  but  it  is  un¬ 
accountable  how  capricioufly  the  Enghfli  cabinet  con- 
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dueled  itlelf,  having  wafted  two  months  in  a  fquabble 
which  every  man  of  plain  fenfe  had  feen  would  end 
in  vanity;  and  which,  even  if  it  had  terminated  fa¬ 
vourably,  would  only  have  been  a  preparatory  ftep 
towards  peace,  and  it  refuted  to  treat  now  that  peace 
itfelf  became  the  objedt  of  the  negotiation! 

LETTER 

From  Mr.  Hammond  to  M.  Otto. 

“  Sir,  Downing  Street,  October  9,  3  800. 

“  I  have  t lie  honour  to  acknowledge  the  receipt  of  your 
Letter,  of  yefterday’s  date;  and  I  am  directed,  in  return, 
to  acquaint  you,  that  his  Majefty’s  government  entirely 
agrees  in  the  opinion  there  expreffed,  that  all  further  dif- 
cutfion  of  the  terms  of  a  naval  armiftice  would  be  fuper- 
fluous,  as  the  only  objeft  which  it  was  propofed  to  his  Ma- 
jefty  to  fecure  by  fuch  an  arrangement  has,  in  the  mean 
time,  been  made  the  ground  of  feparate  facrifices  required 
from  his  Ally. 

“With  rel'pedt  to  the  propofal  of  opening  negotiations 
fora  feparate  peace;  his  Majefty,  retaining  always  the  fin- 
cere  defire  which  he  has  uniformly  expreffed  for  the  refto- 
ration  of  general  tranquillity  in  Europe,  mu  ft,  at  the  fame 
time,  renew  his  former  declarations  of  an  invariable  deter¬ 
mination  to  .execute  with  punctuality  and  good  faith  his 
engagements  with  his  Allies;  and  muft,  therefore,  Iteadily 
decline  to  enter  into  any  meafures  tending  to  feparate  his 
interefts  from  thofe  of  the  powers  who  fhall  continue  to  make 
a  common  caufe  with  him  in  the  protection  of  the  war. 

“  I  am,  &c. 

(Signed)  “  George  Hammond.” 

The  neceffity  of  continuing  the  war  for  the  intereft 
of  his  Allies,  as  here  expreffed  in  the  King’s  name, 
affirmed  pretty  ftrongly  that  the  Emperor  did  not  fin- 
cerely  defign  to  make  peace,  at  leaft  it  gave  the  French 
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a  pretence  for  fufpefting  him  ;  and,  whether  it  was  a 
mere  pretence  or  not  that  was  wanting,  the  Conful 
took  fuch  meafures  as  plainly  indicated  that  he  fhould 
not  aft  upon  the  peace  before  it  came. 

Count  Cobentzel,  the  Auftrian  prime  minifter,  was 
appointed  to  treat  with  the  brother  of  the  Confnl 
(Jofeph  Buonaparte)  at  Luneviile,  and  the  armiftice 
which  had  been  agreed  upon,  both  in  Germany  and 
Italy,  vvras  obferved  by  the  main  armies;  but  this  did 
not  prevent  the  French  troops  from  leizing  upon  the 
Bates  of  the  Grand  Duke  of  Tufcany,  for  no  better 
reafon,  than  that  the  Auftrian  armies  were  recruiting 
in  his  dominions,  and  that  the  Englifh  fhips  took  fliel- 
ter  in  his  principal  port,  Leghorn. 

Of  all  the  powers  that  had  entered  into  the  alliance 
againft  France  the  Grand  Duke  had  evinced  the  lead 
zeal,  and  had  afted  mod  from  neceflity,  and  the  ruin 
that  Buonaparte  was  preparing  for  him  was  not  called 
for  by  any  fpecies  of  violent  or  difhonourable  hoftilify 
that  he  had  attempted,  but  becaufe  he  was  a  branch  of 
the  Houfe  of  Aufttia.  This  was  one  of  thofe  occa- 
fions  in  w'hich  the  Conful  (though  not  a  coward) 
committed  the  fault  that  cowards  are  always  guilty  of, 
that  of  exercifing  his  wrath  principally  againft  the 
weak.  In  this  marauding  excurfion  the  French  took 
a  vaft  quantity  of  property  belonging  to  the  Englifh, 
Portugeufe,  and  Neapolitans,  befides  forty  fail  of 
fliips  in  the  port  of  Leghorn. 

The  Englifh  had  an  expedition,  at  this  period  lefs 
profitably  employed  on  the  coafl  of  Spain,  quacking 
about,  under  the  command  of  that  great  general  Sir 
James  Pulteney!  and  feeking  for  feme  city,  town,  or 
village,  that  wanted  to  be  taken!  but,  at  laft,  quitted 
the  purfuit,  as  wifely  as  King  Saul,  who  fet  out  after 
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his  father’s  aftes  and  could  not  find  them  !  Slight  at¬ 
tempts  were  made  againft  Ferrol  and  Cadiz,  but  with¬ 
out  any  other  advantage  being  obtained,  more  than 
that  of  augmenting  the  ridicule  that  all  mankind  at¬ 
tach  to  an  Englifh  expedition. 

It  is  no  detrudficn  to  fay,  that  the  Engliffl  gained 
no  honour  by  thefe  expeditions;  they  were  made  at  a 
time  when  Spain  was  fmarting  very  feverely  under  two 
of  the  moil  bitter  fcourges  that  can  afflict  mankind, 
— pefti'ence  and  famine;  the  fcourge  of  war  hovered 
ever  their  coafts  and  threatened  to  complete  the  climax 
of  woe.  It  was  fufpefted,  and  charged  upon  Mr. 
Pitt's  miniltry,  that  the  attacks  upon  Spain  were  made 
in  confequence  of  her  calamitous  fituation  to  take 
advantage  of  her  weaknefs:  this,  however,  is  an  im¬ 
putation  for  which  there  is  not  the  fmallefl.  authority, 
as  the  expedition  was  fitted  out  and  commiffioned  be¬ 
fore  the  malady  was  known  to  exift. 

The  people  on  the  continent  obferved  upon  this 
occafion,  that  the  Eng  i(h  miniftry  appeared  to  have 
adopted  new  taclics  of  offenfive  war:  "Their  armies,” 
faid  they,  “  are  everywhere  except  where  they  may 
be  of  Service  to  their  allies:  they  threaten  Holland, 
Brittany,  Provence,  and  Spain,  but  they  hurt  nobodv! 
the  Emperor  may  think  he  has  an  ally;  but  has  he  oner” 

Buonaparte  did  not  long -enjoy  the  exultation  arif- 
ing  out  of  thefe  repeated  difappointments  of  the  Eng- 
lifn ;  nor  did  the  people  at  heme  continue  long  in 
the  enjoyment  of  the  delufions  that  he  had  encouraged 
as  to  the  fafeiy  of  Malta;  for  before  it  was  known  in 
France  what  effeft  the  confident  allirtionS  of  M.  Otto 
upon  that  head  would  produce  in  the  Brititli  cabinet: 
news  was  received  in  France  of  its  furrender  to  the 
British  forces. 
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The  French  papers  admitted  that  in  the  blockade 
cf  this  ifland,  for  two  years  and  five  days,  the  Englifii 
fliewed  an  equal  degree  of  firmnefs  and  intrepidity. 
“  Their  veflels  were  conftantly  cruifing,”  they  ftate, 
“  before  the  ports  of  the  ifland,  braving  and  defying 
ftorms  and  feafons the  French  garrifon  and  the  in¬ 
habitants,  in  the  mean  time,  underwent  the  molt 
dreadful  privations ;  for  a  long  time  they  were  re¬ 
duced  to  fubfifi:  on  afles  and  mules  flefli,  which  fold  at 
is.  6d.  per  pound.  Towards  the  conclufion  of  the 
fiege  the  houfes  were  fearched  for  cats  and  mice,  for 
food!  a  fowl,  at  this  time,  coft  upwards  of  3I. ;  a 
fucking-pig  was  fold  for  500  florins;  an  egg  for  is. 
and  every  other  article  in  proportion !  The  only  pro- 
vifion  left  was  bread,  the  French  having  found  on 
their  arrival  immenfe  magazines  of  corn.  Eight  hun¬ 
dred  of  the  garrifon  are  faid,  however,  to  have  pe- 
riflied  during  the  blockade  through  famine  and  difeafe. 
Indeed,  it  would  be  impoifible  to  bellow  too  m"ch 
praife  upon  the  zeal  patience,  fkill,  and  indefatigable 
exertions  of  the  Britifli  officers,  both  marine  and  mi¬ 
litary,  as  well  as  the  foldiers  and  failors  employed 
upon  this  fervice ;  for  General  Pigot,  hi  his  dif- 
palches,  paffied  great  encomiums  upon  General  M011- 
crief and  his  aid-de-camp  Captain  Dalrymple, as  alfo 
upon  Captain  Ball,  of  the  navy,  and  Lieutenant 
Vivion,  of  the  military  ;  but,  more  particularly,  upon 
General  Graham,  whofe  promptitude  had  forced 
the  place  to  furrender  much  earlier  than  it  other- 
wife  would  havedone. 

This  officer  poiTefles  a  fortune  of  upwards  of  fix 
thoufand  pounds  per  annum,  and  was  member  for  the 
county  of  Perth.  He  had,  previoufly,  been  dif- 
tinguiflied  as  a  gentleman  of  great  a&ivity  and  enter- 
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prife.  He  paid  a  vifit  to  Toulon  when  it  was  in  the 
hands  of  the  Britifh;  and,  although  he  was  then  a 
private  individual,  fuftaining  no  military  character, 
yet,  as  he  pofTefled  a  local  knowledge  of  the  country, 
he  led  the  Britifh  in  'feveral  forties  which  were  very 
fuccefsful,  and  which  are  very  bandfomely  acknow¬ 
ledged  in  the  official  accounts  publifhed  of  thefe 
events.  Upon  his  arrival  in  this  country  he  ralfed 
two  battalions,  which  formed  the  90th  regiment. 
Soon  after.  Government  employed  him  officially  with 
the  Auffrian  army  in  Italy,  where  he  was  fhut  up  in 
Mantua  with  General  Wurmfer.  Immediately  upon 
the  inveffment  of  this  fortrefs,  Colonel  G  raham  un¬ 
dertook  to  hurry  thofe  who  were  coming  to  its  relief, 
by  apprifing  them  of  its  real  Hate;  and,  accordingly, 
made  his  way  through  the  enemy’s  lines  under  tbs 
cloud  of  night,  and  reached  in  fafety  the  Auffrian 
camp.  He  was  next  employed  under  General  Stew¬ 
art  in  taking  Minorca ;  and  the  Gazette  bears  teffi- 
mony,  that,  owing  to  him,  with  two  regiments  fur- 
prifing  a  Spanifh  poll,  that  valuable  ifland  was  fur- 
rendered  with  fo  little  lofs  to  the  Britifh.  Laff  of  all, 
he  was  employed  againft  Malta  ;  and  to  him  belongs 
the  glory  of  having  principally  contributed  to  gain  a 
poffeffion,  which  was  for  his  country,  both  in  a  mili¬ 
tary  and  commercial  point  of  view,  the  moff  important 
achievement  it  had  made  during  the  war. 

Malta  is  an  ifland  between  Sicily  and  the  coaft 
of  Africa,  twenty-one  miles  in  length  and  ten  in 
breadth:  it  is  very  rocky,  yielding  little  corn  and 
wine,  but,  on  the  other  hand,  great  quantities  of  cot¬ 
ton  and  fruit.  The  coral  fifhery  on  the  coaft  is  pretty 
confuierable.  There  is  but  a  fingle  fpring  of  frefli 
water  in  the  whole  ifland.  The  language  of  the  coun- 
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try  people  is  bad  Arabic,  but  the  inhabitants  of  the 
towns  fpeak  Italian.  Its  chief  town  is  Valette,  which 
is  a  very  ftrong  fortification  between  two  harbours, 
and  the  cattle  of  St.  Elmo :  at  the  time  of  its  capture 
it  was  the  refidence  of  the  Grand  Matter:  it  was  built 
in  1566,  and  named  after  the  then  grand  matter,  John 
de  la  Valette.  It  contained  a  great  number  of  con¬ 
vents,  both  for  monks  and  nuns,  a  tribunal  of  the  in- 
quifition,  and  was  lately  the  fee  of  a  bithop.  The 
number  of  its  inhabitants  is  computed  at  twenty  thou- 
fand. 

The  island  of  Malta,  with  the  two  fmaller  ones  of 
Gozoand  Comieno,  belonged  to  an  order  of  knights 
inllituted,  at  the  commencement  of  the  12th  century, 
at  Jerufalem,  by  the  Weftern  Chrifiians,  the  members 
of  which  were  at  firfi  called  Knights  Hofpitallers,  or 
Knights  of  St.  John,  becaufe  it  was  their  duty  to  at¬ 
tend  pilgrims  in  the  hofpital  erected  by  merchants  of 
Amalfi,  together  with  a  chapel  ccnfecrated  to  St. 
John.  To  this  duty  they  foon  added  another;  namely, 
that  of  accompanying  and  protecting  pilgrims  from  the 
atcacks  of  robbers  and  enemies ;  and,  at  length,  the 
members  of  this  fociety  were  divided  into  three  ctafTes, 
called  Knights,  Chaplains,  and  Servants  at  Arms. 
The  firfi:  performed  military  fervices,  the  fecond  exe¬ 
cuted  the  eceleafiftical  functions,  and  the  third  took 
care  of  pilgrims,  and  of  the  fick  (among  whom  at 
that  time  was  a  great  number  afflicted  with  the  le- 
profy.)  Being  expelled  out  of  Faleftin'e,  and,  finally, 
from  St.  Jean  d’Acre,  by  the  Mahometans,  they 
maintained  pofiefiion  of  (he  ifiand  of  Cyprus  till  the 
commencement  of  the  15th  century,  when  they  were 
obligedto  remove  to  Rhodes,  till,  in  1532,  they  were 
likewife  driven  from  thence  by  the  Turkifh  Emperor 
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Solirran  I.  After  this  they  wentfirft  to  Candia,  and 
then  partly  to  Venice,  Rome,  and  Viterbo,  but  princi¬ 
pally  to  Nice,  Villa  Franca,  and  Syracufe,  in  Sicily, 
till,  in  1330,  the  Emperor  Charles  V.  gave  them  the 
ifland  of  Malta,  together  with  the  two  fmaller  ones, 
as  a  fief  of  the  kingdom  of  Sicily  ;  whence  they  were 
called  Knights  of  Malta.  In  this  new  fituation,  in 
1565,  they  were  attacked  by  a  powerful  Turkifh 
army,  which  was,  however,  compelled  to  retire  with 
great  lofs. 

•  The  Order  is  divided  into  eight  nations,  or  lan- 
guages;-namely,that  ofProvence,  Auvergne,  France, 
Italy,  Arragon,  Germany,  Cafiile,  and  England. 
Provence  had  the  firft  place,  becaufe  Gerard,  the 
founder  of  the  Order,  was  of  that  country.  The 
Englifh  nation,  which  has  been  feparated  from  the 
Order  fince  1537,  was,  in  1781,  replaced,  with  the 
Bavarian,  founded  by  the  Eleftor  Charles  Theodore. 
The  poffefiions  of  the  Order,  which  were  greatly 
inereafed  by  the  fuppreffion  of  the  Knights  Templars, 
at  the  commencement  of  the  14th  century,  fuffered  a 
great  diminution  in  thofe  countries,  which  embraced 
the  dodlrines  of  the  Reformation.  Of  late  years, 
befides  the  Bavarian  inflitution,  they  obtained  an  ad¬ 
dition  by  the  eftablithment  of  the  grand  Priory  of 
Oftrog,  ;n  Poland;  and,  in  1777,  the  Order  of  St. 
Anthony,  with  all  its  pofl'effions,  was  united  with  that 
of  Malta. 

The  head  of  this  Order  is  ftyled  Grand  Matter 
of  the  Holy  Hofpital  of  St.  John  of  Jerufalem,  and 
Guardian  of  the  Poor  of  Jefus  Chriff.  By  foreign 
powers  he  is  entitled  Altezza  Eminentiffima,  and  has 
the  rank  of  a  prince.  Next  to  him  the  principal 
officers  are  the  heads  of  the  Eight  Nations.  After 
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them  come  the  Priors,  the  chief  of  whom  is  the 
Grand  Prior  of  Germany,  who  is  a  Prince  of  the 
Empire. 

The  Matters  of  the  Order,  in  Brandenburg, 
Saxony,  and  Pomerania,  are  in  fome  degree  l'ubjeft 
to  him. 

The  Knights,  properly  fo  called,  mutt  all  be  of 
noble  extraction,  with  refpebt  to  families,  from 
Florence,  Sienna,  Genoa,  and  Lucca.  Commerce, 
which  by  many  is  looked  upon  as  a  degradation,  is 
not  efteemed  any  detriment  if  the  nobility  of  the  fa¬ 
mily  be  properly  acknowledged.  Thofe  who  can 
prove  their  noble  defcent  in  the  moll  latisfaClory  man¬ 
ner  are  called  Cavallieri  di  Giuftizia,  (knights  by 
right)  and  they  whole  title  is  rather  dubious,  but  are 
admitted  on  account  of  their  own  merit,  are  ftyled 
Cavallieri  di  Grazia  (knights  by  favour.)  The  obli¬ 
gation  of  the  Knights  to  make  at  leal!  three  crul'ades 
againft  the  Turks  and  Barbary  corfairs  is  not  very 
ftriClly  obferved.  The  naval  force  of  the  Order  war, 
in  1770,  compofed  of  four  gallies  three  galliots,  four 
fhips  of  fixty  guns,  a  frigate  of  thirty-fix,  and  feveral 
fmall  vefiels. 

The  Knights  follow  the  rules  of  the  Auguftiues, 
bind  themfelves  by  a  vow  to  poverty,  obedience,  and 
chattity  by  which,  however,  in  the  Mafterttiip  of 
Brandenburgh,  where  the  Knights  arc  Proteftants,  is 
not  underttood  a  fingle  life,  but  fidelity  to  the  mar¬ 
riage-bed.  In  time  of  war  they  wear  a  red  belt,  with 
a  filver-coloured  crofs,  but  in  peace  a  long  black 
cloak,  with  an  eig’nt-cornered  white  crofs  on  the  left 
fide  and  one  of  gold  on  the  bread.  In  1 798  fome  of 
the' Knights  had  traitoroufly  confpired  to  give  up  that 
ifiand  to  Buonaparte,  on  his  way  to  Egypt :  but  the 
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majority,  as  well  as  the  principal  inhabitants,  were 
decidedly  averfe  to  the  French  Government. 

Having  maintained  his  poft  with  unexampled  firm- 
nefs,  the  French  commander  hoped  ftill  to  hufoand 
his  provifions,  by  fending  away  the  two  frigates, 
Jnflice  and  Diana,  at  the  end  of  Auguft  :  but  it  was 
found  that  all  further  refinance  would  be  only  vexa¬ 
tious,  for  the  reafons  ftated  in  the  following 
MINUTE 

Of  the  Council  of  War.— September  2. 

The  generals,  the  commanding  officers  bv  land  and  fea, 
the  commiffaries  of  war  and  of  the  marine,  the  command¬ 
ants  of  the  forts,  and  the  officers  of  all  ranks,  who  command 
the  detachments  of  the  different  corps,  having  been  con¬ 
voked  by  the  general  of  divifion,  Vaubois,  Commander  in 
Chief  in  the  iflands  of  Malta  and  Goza,  to  hold  a  council 
of  war  ;  and,  being  affembled  at  the  National  Palace  of  the 
city  of  Malta,  on  the  Weft  fide  : 

“  Having  heard  the  report  of  General  Vaubois,  from 
which  it  appears,  that  the  magazines  of  ftibfiftence  of  this 
place  have  been  entirely  exhaufted  for  more  than  a  month  ! 
that  the  magazines  of  drinkables  are  in  the  fame  flare  ;  and 
that  the  bread,  the  only  food  which  remains  to  fupport  the 
garrifon  and  the  population,  will  be  completely  finifhed  by 
the  22d  of  this  month  :  the  Council  confidering, 

“  That  the  garrifon  of  Malta  having  been  reduced  to  a 
ratio  of  one-third  for  the  laft  two  years,  has  fulfilled  with 
honour  the  duty  which  was  impofed  upon  it,  of  preferving 
this  place  to  the  Republic  till  the  lali  extremity  ;  that,  after 
having  repelled  ail  the  attacks  the  enemy  has  made  upon  it, 
it  has,  by  its  fortitude  and  enc  rgy,  obliged  the  enemy  to  per- 
fevere  in  a  drift  blockade,  which  does  not  permit  us  to  hope 
for  any  fuccours  from  without  : 

That  the  forces  which  the  enemy  employ  to  fecure  the 
blockade,  bath  by  land  and  fea,  do  not  afford  the  brave  gar- 
rifon  of  Malta  any  opportunity  of  fupplying  Ihemfelves 
by  their  courage  cr  devotion,  in  a  country  naturally  barren 
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and  full  of  fortifications,  which  nature  and  art  have  multi- 
plied,  to  confine  us  in  our  fortifications  ;  that,  befides,  every 
enterprife  for  that  purpofe  would  be  unfuccefsful,  from  the 
precautions  the  enemy  has  taken,  according  to  the  reports 
of  the  del'erters,  to  keep  their  command  of  the  fleet: 

“tThat  we  cannot,  without  rifking  the  exiftence  of  twelve 
thoufand  men,  of  which  the  population  confills,  and  of  the 
garrfon  of  this  place,  defer  longer  to  enter  into  a  parley 
with  the  enemy,  for  the  purpofe  of  obtaining  an  honour¬ 
able  capitulation,  and  luch  a  one  as  is-dite  to  the  brave  foi- 
diers  who  have  fo  long  fuffered  fortheiri  country: 

“  That  the  marine  has  partaken  with  honour  of  the  la¬ 
bour  and  privations  of  the  gartifon  ;  and  that  it  has  fought, 
by  fending  away  the  two  frigates,  the  J uftice  and  the  Diana, 
to  diminilh  the  lofles  the  Republic  willfufFer  inthefe  parts: 

“  That  the  labours  of  war  and  thofe  of  humanity  fuffi- 
ciently  authonfe,  the  General,  commandant  of  this  place,  to 
enter  into  a  negotiation  with  the  enemy  : 

M  Has  lefolvsd,  tha'.  General  Vaubois  lhall,  on  the  4th  of 
this  month,  demand  a  parley  of  the  Ensliih  commander,  to 
propofe  a  capitulation  ;  and  that  Rear-ado. iral  Villeneuve 
fliall  join  to  ftipulate  in  favour  of  the  marines,  to  the  end 
that  they  may  have  the  tan.e  advantages  as  lhall  be  granted 
to  the  garriibn. 

Here  follow  the  Signatures. 

A  true  copy.  Dct,  Commiffary  of. War.” 

ARTICLES 

Of  Capitulation  between  tie  General  of'Di'vif  '-n,  Vau¬ 
bois,  Commander  in  Chief  of  the  Ijlandsof  Malta  and 
Goza,  and  Rear-admirajl  Vji  loketive,  com¬ 
manding  the  Marine  at.  Malta ,  on  the  one  Part ;  and 
Major-general  Pi  got,  commanding  the  Troop* 
of  his  Britannic  Majrfly  and  of  Ins  Allies,  and  C  a p- 
t  ax  n  Mar  tin,  commanding  the  i'ejf.  Is  of  /its  Britannic 
Majejly  and  his  Allies  before  Malta,  on  the  other  Part. 

Art.  I.  “  The  garrifon  of  Malta,  and  of  the  depend¬ 
ent  forts,  lhall  march  out,  to  be  embarked  and  carried,  to 
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Marfeilles,  at  the  day  and  hour  agreed  on,  with  all  the  ho¬ 
nours  of  war;  that  is  to  fay,  with  drams  beating,  colours 
flying,  and  matches  lighted,  preceded  by  two  pieces  of  can¬ 
non.  4-pounders,  with  their  carriages,  to  be  ferved  by  the 
artillery,  and  a  baggage-waggon  for  the  infantry.  The 
off  errs  civil  and  military,  of  the  marine,  and  all  belonging 
to  that  department,  fhall  be  alfo  conducted  to  Toulon. — 
Anfwer.  The  garrifon  fhall  receive  the  honours  of  war 
demanded  ;  hut,  as  it  is  impoffible  they  fhall  be  all  em¬ 
barked  immediately,  they  fhall  be  fupplied  according  to  the 
following  arrangement : 

“  As  foot)  as  the  Capitulation  fhall  be  figned,  the  forts 
Ricafoli  and  Titinie  fhall  be  delivered  to  the  troops  of  his 
Britannic  Msjefty  and  the  velfels  fhall  enter  into  the  port. 
The  national  gate  fhall  be  occupied  by  a  guard,  composed 
of  an  equal  number  of  French  and  Englilh,  till  the  velfels 
fhall  be  ready  to  receive  the  fir  ft  embarkation  :  then  all  the 
garrifon  fhall  defile,  with  the  honours  of  war,  to  the  fleet, 
where  they  fhall  lay  down  their  arms  :  thofe  who  fhall  not 
be  included  in  the  fir  ft  embarkation  fhall  occupy  the  ifland 
and  the  fortMannel,  having  an  armed  guard  to  prevent  any 
perfons  going  about  the  country.  The  garrifon  fhall  be 
confidered  prifoners  of  war,  and  fhall  not  ferve  again  ft  his 
Britannic  Majefly  til!  exchanged  ;  to  this  effe&the  refpedt- 
ivc  officers  lhall  give  their  word  of  honour.  All  rhe  artil¬ 
lery,  ammunition,  and  public  magazines,  cf  all  forts,  fhall 
be  delivered  up  to  the  officers  fixed  on  for  that  purpofe,  as 
alfo  the  inventories  and  the  public  papers. 

If.  “  The  general  of  brigade,  Chanez,  Commandant  of 
the  place  and  the  forts,  the  general  of  brigade,  Dehennezel, 
Commandant  of  Artillery  and  Engineers,  the  officers, 
fubal.crn  officers,  and  lbldiers  belonging  to  the  lan  I  forces ; 
the  officers,  men,  and  crews,  and  every  other  defeription  of 
perfons  employed  in  the  marine.  Citizen  Ticrre  Alphonfe 
Guys,  commififary  general  of  Commercial  Affairs  for  the 
French  Republic  in  Syiia  and  Palcftine,  accidentally  at 
Maita  with  his  family,  the  perfons  in  military  and  civil 
employments,  the  ordoanateurs  and  commiffaries  of  war 
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and  of  the  navy,  the  Civil  Adminiftrations,  and  all  Members- 
whatfoever  of  the  conftituted  authorities,  fhall  have  liberty 
to  carry  away  their  arms,  their  perfonal  effects,  and  to  dif- 
pofe  of  their  property,  of  whatever  defeription. — Anfiver. 
Granted,  with  the  exception  of  the  arms  laid  down  by  the 
foldiers  conformable  to  the  provifions  of  the  firft  Article, 
The  fubaltern  officers  fltall  retain  their  fabres. 

III.  “  All  perfons,  of  whatfoever  nation,  who  bore  arms 
in  the  fervice  of  the  Republic  during  the  fiege,  fhall  be 
con  fide  red  as  forming  part  of  the  garrtfon. — Anf.  Granted. 

IV.  “  The  divifion  fhall  be  embarked  at  the  expense  of 
his  Britannic  Majefty.  Every  foldier  or  perfon  employed 
in  any  civil  departments  fhall  receive,  during  his  paffage,. 
the  ratios  allowed  to  the  rank  of  each^ according  to  the 
French  laws  and  regulations.  The  officers,  members  of 
the  civil  adminiftrations,  who  pafs  into  France,  fhall  enjoy 
the  fame  treatment,  thcmfelves  and  their  families,  by 
affimilating  them  to  the  military  degrees  correfponding 
with  the  elevation  of  their  fun&ions. — Anf.  Granted, 
conformable  to 'the  ufage  of  the  Englifh  marine,  which 
allows  only  the  fame  ratio  to  all  perfons  of  whatever  rank 
or  condition. 

V.  “  There  fhr.ll  be  furnilhed  the  necelfary  number  of 
carriages  and  boats,  for  carrying  and  putting  on  board  the 
perfonal  property  of 'the  generals,  their  aide  de  camps,  the 
ordonnateurs,  and  commiffaaries,  the  chiefs  of  corps,  the 
officers,  Citizen  Guys,  the  civil  and  military  adminiltrators 
by  land  and  fea ;  as  alfo  the  papers  belonging  to  the 
Councils  of  the  adrmniftration  of  the  corps,  thofe  of  the 
comnii^aries  of  war  by  land  and  fea,  of  the  Paymafttr  of 
the  Divifions,  and  of  the  feveral  other  perfons  employed  in 
the  civil  and  military  adminiftrations.  Their  eftetts  and 
papers  fhall  not  be  fubjetted  to  any  fearch  or  infpedfion, 
under  the  lecurity  given  by  the  generals,  who  ftipulate  that 
they  fhall  not  Contain  any  public  or  private  property. — 
Anf.  Granted. 

VI.  “  All  fltips,  of  every  defeription,  belonging  to  the 
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Republic,  in  a  ftate  capable  of  putting  to  fea,  fliall  depart 
at  the  fame  time  with  the  divifion  on  their  return  to  a 
French  port,  after  having  been  furnilhed  with  the  neceffia- 
ry  provifions. — Refused. 

VII.  “  The  fick  capable  of  being  removed  fliali  be 
embarked  with  the  divifion,  and  fupplied  with  provifions, 
medicines,  furgical  chefts,  effects,  and  officers  of  health, 
rteceffiary  for  their  maintenance,  and  cure  during  the  paf- 
fage.  Thofe  who  fliall  remain  behind  fnall  be  treated 
properly,  the  Genera!  in  Chief  leaving  at  Malta  a  phy-- 
sician  and  a  l'urgeon  in  the  fervice  of  France  to  take  care 
of  them.  The  fliall  be  fkirnilhed  with  lodgings,  gratis, 
fhould  they  leave  the  hofoital,  and  be  fent  back  to  France 
when  their  fituation  will  permit,  with  every  thing  belong¬ 
ing  to  them,  and  in  the  fame  manner  as  the  garrifon.  The 
Generals  in  Chief  bv  land  and  fea,  in  evacuating  Malta, 
confide  rhemfelves  to  the  loyalty  and  humanity  of  the 
Englilh  General. — Grave d. 

VIII.  “  All  perfons  of  whatever  nation,  inhabitants  of 
the  ifland  of  Malta,  o*  others,  fliall  neither  be  troubled, 
diflurbed,  or  molefced  for  their  political  opinions,  not  for 
any  a£ts  done  during  the  time  that  Malta  has  been  in  the 
power  of  the  French  Government.  This  difpofition  applies 
p;inc:pallv  in  its  whole  extent  to  thofe  who  have  carried 
arms,  or  have  filled  employments,  civil,  adminiftrative,  or 
military.  Their  c-onduft  fliall  not  be  liable  to  enquiry  in 
any  refpedf,  much  lefs  fnall  they  be  perfecutect  for  adds 
done  in  office. 

This  article  does  not  appear  to  be  a  proper  objcft  of  a 
military  capitulation;  but  all  the  inhabitants  who  fliall  vvifh 
to  remain,  or  fhall  be  permitted  to  do  fo,  may  be  allured 
that  th  y  fliall  be  treated  with  juftice  and  humanity,  and 
enjoy  the  full  protefdion  of  the  laws. 

IX.  “  The  French  who  inhabit  Malta,  and  ail  the 
Maitcfe  of  whatever  defcription,  who  may  be  defirous  to 
follow  the  French  army,  and  repair  to  Fiai:~e  with  their 
properties,  fliali  be  at  liberty  to  do  fo.  'I  hole  who  poffiefs 
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moveable  or  fixed  property,  which  cannot  be  immediately 
difpofed  of  by  fale,  and  who  lhall  have  an  intention  to 
become  inhabitants  of  France,  (hall  have  fix  months  from 
the  date  of  *'.e  prefent  capitulation  to  fell  their  landed  or 
other  property.  Thefe  properties  (hall  be  refpedted. 
They  dial!  have  power  to  adt  in  perfon,  if  they  remain 
behind  ;  or  by  their  agent  on  the  fpot,  (hould  they  follow 
the  divifion.  When  they  (hall  have  fimlhed  their  bufinefs, 
within  the  ftipulated  time,  they  (hall  be  furnifhed  with 
paffports  for  France,  and  be  at  liberty  to  carry  away  their 
remaining  property,  and  alfo  their  capitals  in  money  and 
bills. —  Anf.  Granted  ,  with  reference  to  the  anfwer  of  the 
preceding  Article. 

X.  “  Immediately  after  the  figning  of  the  capituhtioit, 
the  Englilh  General  (hall  leave  it  entirely  at  the  difpofitiou 
of  the  General  commanding  the  French  troops  to  fend  a 
felucca,  with  the  neceffary  crew,  and  an  officer,  charged 
to  carry  the  capitulation  to  the  French  Government.  Ho 
fhall  receive  the  neceffary  paffports  for  his  fafe  paffage. — 
Anf.  Granted. 

XI.  “  As  foon  as  the  articles  of  capituhvon  fhall  be 
figned,  the  gate  called  Des  Bombes  (hall  be  ..irrendered  to  > 
the  Engliih  General,  and  (hall  be  occupied  by  a  guard  of 
Englilh  and  French,  each  of  equal  force.  Thefe  guards, 
lhall  not  fuffer  either  the  foldiers  of  the  befieging  troops, 
or  any  inhabitants  of  the  ifland  whatever,  to  enter  the  city, 
until  the  French  troops  (hall  have  been  embaiked,  and  out' 
of  fight  of  the  port.  In  proportion  as  the  embarkation  is 
completed,  the  Englilh  troops  (hall  occupy  the  pods  by 
which  they  may  enter  the  feveral  places.  The  Englilh 
General  will  feel  that  thefe  precautions  are  indeipenltole, 
to  prevent  any  fubjedf  of  difpute,  and  that  the  Articles  of 
Capitulation  may  be  religiouffy  obferved — Anf.  Granted, 
conformable  to  the  provifions  in  the  anfwer  to  the  firft 
article.  All  precautions  lhall  be  alfo  taken  to  prevent  the 
armed  Maltefe  from  all  accefs  to  the  pods  occupied  by  ths 
French  troops. 
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XII.  “  A":  alienations  or  Sales  o:  moveable  or  imuoves- 
ble  property  by  the  Frencn  Government  during  the  time 
it  has  been  in  pofTeffion  of  Malta,  and  all  tranfaftions  be¬ 
tween  individuals,  lh?.!l  be  held  inviolable. —  Anf.  Granted, 
fo  far  as  thev  fhail  be  j  j ft  and  lawful. 

XIII.  The  agents  cf  Allied  Powers,  who  fbal!  be 
found  in  the  Valetta  upon  the  furrender  of  the  place,  fhall 
be  in  no  wile  mo!efied,  and  their  perfons  sr.d  properties 
Ibal!  be  go -.an  teed  by  the  prefect  capitulation. — Anf. 
Granted. 

.  •'  Every  Slip  of  war  or  merchantman  coming 
from  France  with  the  Republican  23g,  and  which  fhall 
prefent  ltfelf  for  entrance  into  the  port,  Hull  not  be  con- 
Gdered  lawful  pr;ze,  ncr  fhall  its  crew  be  made  prifoners 
curicg  a  fpace  cf  twenty  days  from  the  date  of  the  prefent 
capitulation,  but  it  fhall  c=  feat  back  fare  to  France. — Anf. 
ReFufed. 

XV.  “  The  General  in  Chief,  and  the  other  generals, 
fhad  be  embarked  with  du-ir  aids-de-camp,  the  officer* 
attached  to  them,  as  aiffi  the  crdonnateurs  and  their  fuice, 
without  refp  five  fepara-i  n. — Granted. 

X  .  I.  “  T.  ae  priloners  made  during  the  Gege,  comprif- 
ing  -ne  crews  of  the  William  Tell  and  D:ane  frigate, 
fha..  be  given  up  and  treated  like  the  garrifon.  The  fame 
pr  -vilion  fhall  extend  to  the  crew  of  the  J  uftice,  if  it  was 
taken  on  its  way  to  oae  of  the  ports  of  the  Republic. — Anf. 

“  Tne  crew. of  the  William  Teli  is  already  exchanged, 
and  that  of  the  Diana  is  to  be  fent  to  Minorca,  to  be  there 
exchanged  immediately. 

X'^  ri.  “  N  jb'v  y  in  the  fervice  of  the  Republic  fhall  be 
fubieft  to  any  aft  of  repnfals  of  any  kind,  under  any 
pretence  whatever. — Gr..ated. 

XVIII.  “  Should  any  difficulty  arife  refpefting  the 
terms  an.;  conditions  of  the  capitulation,  they  fhall  be 
inTepreted  in.  the  fenfe  molb  favourable  to  the  gair.fon. — 
Granted,  according  to  juft  ice. 
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Done  and  agreed  upon  at  Malta,  iSth  Fru&idor, 
t^Sept.  5),  in  theSth  year  of  the  French  Repub¬ 
lic. 

(Signed)  “  General  of  Divifion,  Vaubois. 

“  Rear  Admiral,  Vuleneuve. 

“  Pi  got,  Major  General. 

“  Martin',  Captain, 

Commanding  the  Ihipsof  his  Britannic  Majefty  and 
his  Allies,  before  Malta.” 

The  lofs  of  Malta  was  very  much  regretted  by  the 
French,  as  might  be  augured  from  the  pains  taken  by 
the  journals  to  provide  a  fet-off  for  it,  by  iuch  a  fri¬ 
volous  event  as  the  conclufion  of  a  treaty  with  Ame¬ 
rica.  Of  the  journals  in  France  it  is  neceflary  to  ob¬ 
serve,  that,  after  the  ufurpation  of  Buonaparte,  the 
Moniteiir  was  adopted  as  the  G  vernment  gazette; 
thence  it  has  been  concluded,  that  whatever  appears 
in  the  Moniteiir  may  he  contidered  as  in  unifon  with 
the  fentiments  of  the  Conful,  and  this  opinion  is  cor¬ 
rect  :  but  it  mud  not  be,  therefore,  inferred,  that  the 
Moniteur  alone  fpeaks  the  femiment  of  the  Govern¬ 
ment :  for  the  Minifter  of  Juftice  (as  Buonaparte’s 
chief  executioner  is  called)  without  any  law  or  au¬ 
thority,  more  than  the  order  of  the  Defpot,  feizes  the 
prefTes,  types,  authors,  printers,  and  publifhers,  con¬ 
cerned  in  promulgating  any  fact  or  opinion  not 
agreeable  to  the  Government,  as  often  as  he  pleafes; 
and  the  certainty  of  being  tranfported,  without  trial 
or  any  appearance  of  juftice,  keeps  the  French  prefs 
free  from  any  article  or  infinuation  that  the  Minifter 
of  Juftice  has  not  approved.  When,  therefore, 
the  French  papers  fay,  that  the  treaty  with  America 
will  confole  them  for  the  lofs  of  Malta,  it  muft  be 
taken  as  the  fentiment  of  the  Government ;  and  it 
becomes  worth  while  to  preferve  that  Treaty,  in  order 
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to  fliew  pofterity  what  are  thefe  mighty  advantage* 
that  it  is  calculated  to  fecure  to  the  great  empires  of 
France  and  America. 

CONVENTION 

Bct-jueen  ike  French  Republic  and  the  Unite® 
States  of  America. 

“  The  Firft  Cenful  cf  the  French  Republic,  in  the  name 
of  the  French  People,  and  the  Preiident  of  the  United 
States  of  America,  equally  animated  with  the  defire  to  put 
an  end  to  the  'differences  which  have  arifen  between  the 
two  S:are=,  have  refpedlively  named  their  plenipotentiaries, 
and  have  given  them  full  powers  to  negociate,  and  to  ter» 
minate  thefe  difficulties,  viz. — the  Firft  Conful  of  the 
French  Republic,  in  the  name  of  the  French  people,  has 
nominated  as  Plenipotentiaries  of  the  faid  Republic,  the 
Citizens  Jofeph  Buonaparte,  Ex-ambaffador  of  the  French 
Republic  at  Rome  ;  and  the  Counfeilor  of  State,  Charles 
Pierre  Claret  Fleurier,  Member  of  the  National  Inftitute, 
and  of  the  Board  of  Longitude  of  France,  Counfeilor  of 
State,  and  the  Prefident  of  the  Sefiion  of  Marine ;  and 
Pierre  Louis  Rcedercr,  Member  of  the  National  Inftitute, 
Counfeilor  of  State,  and  Prefident  of  the  Sedfion  of  the  In¬ 
terior  :  and  the  Prefider.tor  the  United  States  of  America, 
by  and  with  the  confent  of  the  Senate  of  the  faid  States, 
has  named  as  their  plenipotentiaries,  Oliver  Wentworth 
Chief  Juftice  of  the  United  States;  William  Richardfon 
Davie,  heretofore  Governor  of  North  Carolina;  and  W. 
Vans  Murray,  Refident  Minifter  of  the  United  States  at 
the  Hague. 

Thefe,  after  having  deliberately  and  maturely  difeuffed 
the  refpedlive  interefts,  have  agreed  upon  the  following 
Articles : 

Art.  I.  “  There  fhall  be  a  fettled,  inviolable,  and  true 
and  fincere  friendftiip  between  the  French  Republic  and 
the  United  States  of  America,  as  well  as  between  their 
countries,  territories,  cities,  and  towns,  without  any  excep¬ 
tions  either  of  perfons  or  of  places. 
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II.  “  The  Minifters  Plenipotentiary  on  each  fide  not 
being  able  to  agree  for  the  prefent  relatively  to  the  Treaty 
of  Alliance  of  the  6th  of  February,  1778  ;  to  the  Treaty 
of  Amity  and  Commerce,  of  the  fame  date;  and  to  the 
Convention, of  the  date  of  the  14th  November,  17S8;  nor 
relatively  to  the  indemnities  mutually  due  or  claimed,  the 
parties  fhall  negotiate  ulteriorly,  with  refpett  to  thefe  ob¬ 
jects,  within  a  convenient  time;  and,  till  they  lhall  have 
come  to  an  agreement  on  thefe  points,  the  faid  Treaties 
and  Convention  lhall'  have  no  e  lie  61,  and  the  relations  beT 
tween  the  two  nations  (hall  be  regulated  as  fellows  : 

ill.  “  The  veflels  appertaining  to  the  State  which  have 
been  taken  on  either  fide,  or  may  be  taken  before  the  ra¬ 
tifications  are  exchanged,  dial!  be  reftored. 

IV.  “  The  property  captured  and  not  yet  condemned  de¬ 
finitively,  or  which  may  be  captured  before  the  exchange  of 
the  ratifications,  except  contraband  merchandife  deftioed  for 
an  enemy’s  port,  lhall  be  mutually  refiored,  on  the  follow¬ 
ing  proofs  of  property  ;  viz. 

“  On  either  fide  the  proof  of  property  relatively  to  mer¬ 
chant  lh;p?,  armed,  or  not  armed,  lhall  be  a  paffport,  in 
manner  and  form  as  follows: 

“  ‘  To  all  thofe  to  whom  thefe  prefents  lhall  come,  be  it 

known,  That  leave  and  permiffion  has  been  granted  to _ 

mailer  and  commander  of  the  Ihip  named - ,  of  the  town 

of - ,  of  the  burthen  of - tons,  or  thereabouts;  and 

being  at  prefent  in  the  port  and  harbour  of - ,  and  bound 

for - ,  laden  with - :  that,  after  his  ihip  has  been 

vifited,  and  before  his  departure,  he  lhall  declare  on  oath, 
in  the  prefence  of  the  officers  authorifed  for  that  purpofe, 
that  the  faid  Ihip  appertains  to  one  or  more  fubjedlsof— ~ ’ 
of  which  the  ad  lhall  be  placed  at  the’end  of  thefe  prefents- 
and,  in  like  manner,  that  he  fnall  obferve,  and  caufe  to  be 
obferved  by  his  crew,  the  maritime  ordinances  and  regula¬ 
tions;  and  he  fhall  give  in  a  lift,  figned  and  attefted  by  wit - 
neffes,  containing  the  names  and  furnames,  the  places  of 
birth  and  of  abode  of  the  perfons  compofing  the  crew  of 
VOL.  IV. — No.  XLVJJI,  I  i 
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his  flop  and  of  all  thofe  who  lhall  embark  in  it,  and  whom 
he  lhall  not  take  on  board  without  the  knowledge  and  per- 
milTion  of  the  officers  authorifed  for  that  purpofe  ;  and  in 
every  port  or  harbour  into  which  he  lhall  enter  with  his 
lhip  he  lhall  produce  the  prefent  permiffion  to  the  officers 
authorifed  to  infpeft  it,  and  lhall  make  to  them  a  faithful 
report  of  what  has  palfcd  during  his  voyage  ;  and  he  lhall 
bear  the  colours,  arms,  and  enfigns  of  the  French  Republic 
or  the  United  States  during  his  faid  voyage,  !n  witnefs 
of  which  we  have  figne.d  thefe  prefents,.ajid  caufed  them  to 

be  counterfigned  by - ,  and  have  affixed  to  them  the  feal 

of  our  arms. 

“  ‘  Given  at - ,  in  the  year  of  grace  the - 

“  And  this  Palfport  lhall  be  fufficient  without  any  other 
document,  notwithllanding  any  regulation  to  the  contrary. 
It  lhall  not  be  required  that  this  Palfport  lhall  be  re¬ 
newed  or  revoked,  whatever  number  of  voyages  the  faid 
fhip  may  have  made,  at  lealf,  if  it  has  not  returned  home 
within  the  fpace  of  a  year. 

“  With  rrfpedt  to  the  cargo ;  the  proofs  lhall  be  certi¬ 
ficates,  ftating  the  place  from  which  the  velfel fails  and  that 
to  which  it  is  bound,  in  fuch  a  manner  that  prohibited  and 
contraband  merchandile  may  be  diftinguilhed  by  the  certi¬ 
ficates,  which  certificates  lhall  have  been  made  out  by  the 
officers  of  the  place  from  which  the  lhip  has  failed  in  the 
form  ufual  in  the  country  ;  and  if  thefe  paffports  or  certi¬ 
ficates,  or  both  of  them,  lhall  have  been  deftroyed  by  acci¬ 
dent  or  taken  away  by  force,  the  want  of  them  fhall  be 
fupplied  by  any  other  proof  of  property  admiffible  by  the 
general  ufage  of  nations. 

“  With  refpedt  to  (hips  which  are  not  merchant  fhips, 
the  proofs  fhall  be  the  commiffion  they  bear.  This  article 
lhall  take  effedt  from  the  date  of  the  fignature  of  the  prefect 
Convention;  and  if,  from  the  date  of  the  faid  fignature,  any 
property  lhall  have  been  condemned  contrary  to  the  fpirit 
of  the  faid  Convention,  before  this  ftipulation  was  known, 
the  property  thus  condemned  lhall  be,  without  delay,  re- 
ftored,  or  its  value  refunded. 
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V.  “  The  debts  contradled  by  either  of  the  two  nations 
with  the  individuals  of  the  other,  or  between  the  individuals 
of  the  one  and  the  individuals  of  the  other,  (hall  be  dif- 
charged,  or  payment  legally  enforced,  as  if  there  had  been 
no  mifunderftanding  between  the  two  States ;  but  this 
claufe  fliall  not  extend  to  indemnities  claimed  for  captuies 
or  for  condemnations. 

VI.  “  Commerce  (hall  be  free  between  the  two  con¬ 
tracting  parties*  The  fnip«  of  the  two  nations  and  their 
privateers,  as  alfo  their  prizes,  Hiall  be  treated  in  the 
refpedtive  ports  like  thofe  of  the  moll  favoured  nacion  ; 
and,  in  general,  both  parties  fliall  enjoy,  in  each  other’s 
ports,  with  refpeCt  to  commerce  and  navigation,  the  privi¬ 
leges  of  the  inoft  favoured  nation. 

VII.  “  The  citizens  and  inhabitants  of  the  United  States 
Ihali  be  at  liberty  to  difpofe,  by  will-,  donation,  or  otherwife, 
of  their  goods,  moveable  or  immoveable,  which  they  may 
poffefs  in  the  European  terrm.rv  of  rhe  French  Republic; 
and  the  citizens  of  the  French  Republic  Ihali  have  the  fame 
liberty,  with  refpedt  to  the  goods  moveable  or  immove¬ 
able,  which  they  may  pofitfs  in  the  territory  of  the  United 
States  in  favour  of  fuch  pertons  as  it  fliall  feem  to  them 
good.  The  citizens  and  inhabitants  of  either  of  the  two 
States  who  lhall  be  heirs  to  property,  moveable  or  im¬ 
moveable,  fituated  in  the  other,  fliall  fucceed,  ab  tnlejlnt, 
without  being  required  to  take  out  letters  of  naturalization, 
and  without  this  liipulacion  being  contefted  or  prevented 
under  any  pretext  whatever  :  and  the  faid  heirs,  whether  by- 
particular  title  or  ab  intejiat,  lhall  be  exempt  from  all  tax 
whatever  in  the  two  nations.  It  is  agreed,  that  this  arti¬ 
cle  fliall  not  derogate  in  any  manner  from  the  law  as  at 
prefentin  force  in  the  two  nations,  or  which  may  hereafter 
be  promulgated  againft  emigration ;  and  alfo,  tiiat  in  the 
cafe  when  the  laws  of  one  of  the  two  nations  lhall  limit  fo¬ 
reigners  in  the  exercife  of  their  rights  over  immoveable 
property,  that  immoveable  property  may  be  fold  or  other- 
wife  difpofed  of  in  favour  of  the  inhabitants  of  the  country 
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in  which  it  is  fituated, '  and  the  other  nation  fhall  be  free  t© 
enadl  fimilar  laws. 

VIII.  “  In  order  to  favour  commerce  on  either  fide, 
*t  is  agreed,  that  if,  which  God  forbid,  war  fhould  take 
place  between  the  two  nations,  there  fhall  be  allowed,  on 
each  fide,  to  the  merchants  and  other  citizens  and  inha¬ 
bitants  refpedlively,  fix  months  from  the  declaration  of 
war,  during  which  time  they  fhall  be  at  liberty  to  retire 
with  their  effedts  and.  moveables  which  they  may  take 
with  them,  fend  away,  or  fell,  as  they  fhall  choofe  without 
the  leaf!  impediment.  Their  effects,  and  ftill  lefs  their 
perfons,  fhall  not  be  liable  during  the  fpace  of  fix  months 
to  be  feized;  but,  on  the  contrary,  purports  fnall  be  given 
them  for  themfelves  and  for  the  veflels  and  efFedb  which 
they  may  wifh  to  carry  or  fend  away,  thefe  paflports  fhall 
ferve  as  protections  againft  any  infuit  or  capture  by  priva¬ 
teers;  and  if.  during  the  term  above- mentioned,  they  fhall 
fuffer  any  injury  in  their  perfons  or  effects,  they  fnall  re« 
ceive  complete  fatis  adtion. 

TX.  “  T  he  debts  due  from  the  individuals  of  one  of  the 
rations  to  the  individuals  of  t ho  other,  fhall  not,  in  any 
cafe  of  war  or  national  quarrel  be  fequeltered  or  confifcared, 
r,o  more  than  the  adtions  or  funis  placed  in  the  public 
funds,  or  in  public  or  privare  banks. 

X.  “  The  turn  Contracting  Parties  mav  appoint  for  the 
protedt’on  of  trade  commercial  agents,  who  fhall  refide  in 
Fr  ance,  and  in  the  United  States:  each  of  the  parties  may 
except  f.  h  a  place  as  it  fhall  judge  proper  from  the  places 
where  the  refidence  of  thefe  agents  may  be  fixed.-  Before 
any  agent  can  exercife  his  functions,  he  mult  be  accepted 
in  the  received  forms  by  the  party  to  which  he  is  fent ; 
and  when  he  fhall  have  been  accepted,  and  have  received 
his  exequatur,  he  fhall  enjoy  all  the  rights  and  privileges 
enjoyed  by  fimilar  agents  from  the  mod  favoured  nations. 

XI.  “  The  citizens  of  the  French  Republic  fhall  not 
pay  in  the  ports,  harbours,  roads,  countries,  iflands,  cities, 
and  places  of  the  United  States  any  other  or  greater  dues 
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or  imports  of  whatever  nature  they  may  be,  than  thofe 
which  the  moft  favoured  nations  are  or  fhall  be  required 
to  pay,  and  they  fhall  enjoy  the  rights,  liberties,  previleges, 
immunities,  and  exemptions,  in  point  of  trade,  navigation, 
and  commerce,  either  in  parting  from  one  part  of  the  faid 
States  to  another,  or  in  going  thither  or  returning  from  or 
to  any  part  of  the  world,  which  the  faid  nations  enjoy,  or 
fhall  enjoy. 

“  And  reciprocally  the  Citizens  of  the  United  States 
fhall  enjoy,  in  the  territory  of  the  French  Republic  in 
Europe,  the  fame  privileges  and  immunities,  as  well  for 
their  property  and  perfons,  as  for  what  concerns  their 
trade,  navigation,  and  commerce. 

XII.  “  The  citizens  of  rite  two  nations  may  bring  their 
veffels  and  merchandize  (contraband  goods  always  excepted) 
into  any  port  whatever  belonging  to  the  enemy  of  the  other 
nation  ;  they  may  navigate  and  trade  in  alt  freedom  and 
fecurity  with  their  fhips  and  merchandize,  in  the  countries,, 
ports,  and  places  of  the  enemies  of  either  one  or  the  other 
party,  without  obftacles  or  difficulties,  and  not  only  pafs 
direftly  from  the  ports  and  places  of  the  enemy,  before 
mentioned,  to  neutral  ports  and  places,  but  alfo  from  every 
place  belonging  to  an  enemy,  whether  it  be  or  be  not  fub- 
mitted  tothefamejurifdi&ion,  provided  thofe  places  or  ports 
he  not  blocked  up,  berteged,  or  inverted.  And  in  cafe,  as 
it  often  happens,  that  a  veffel  fhould  fail  for  a  place  or 
port  belonging  to  an  enemy  not  knowing  that  they  are 
blockaded,  berteged  or  inverted,  it  is  agreed  that  every  fhip, 
in  fuch  circumliances  fhall  be  fent  away  from  fuch  place 
or  port  without  any  part  of  its. cargo  being  detained  or 
confifcated  (unlefs  it  be  proved  to  be  contraband,  or  that 
the  fhip  endeavoured  to  enter  the  port  after  having  been 
informed  that  it  was  blockaded  or  inverted,)  ;  but  it  fhall , 
be  permitted  to  proceed  to  any  other  port  or  place  which 
it  may  think  proper.  No  (hip  of  either  nation,  having 
entered  a  port  or  place  before  they  fhall  be  really  block¬ 
aded,  befieged,  or  inverted  by  the  other,  fhall  be  prevented 

l  1  3; 


THE  LIFE  OF 


C  G 
Ul  o 

from  proceeding  with  its  cargo.  If  it  fhould  be  found  there 
after  the  redu&ion  of  the  place,  the  fhip  and  cargo  fhall 
Dot  be  ccnfifcated,  but  reftored  to  the  proprietors. 

XIII.  “  In  order  to  regulate  what  fhall  be  underftood 
as  contraband  in  time  of  war,  there  fhall  be  comprifed,  un¬ 
der  that  denomination,  powder,  faltpetre,  petards,  matches, 
balls,  bullets,  bombs,  grenades,  carcafes,  pikes,  halbards, 
fwords.  waift-belts,  fcabbards,  horfe-faddles,  harnefs,  can¬ 
nons,  mortars,  and  their  carriages,  and,  generally,  all  arms, 
warlike  ammunition,  and  utenfils  for  the  ufe  of  troops.  All 
the  above-mentioned  articles,  whenever  deftined  for  the 
port  of  an  enemy,  are  declared  contraband,  and  fhall  be 
liable  to  confifcadon.  But  the  fhip  loaded  with  them,  as 
well  as  the  reft  of  the  cargo,  fhall  be  confidered  as  free, 
and  by  no  means  violated  by  the  contraband  lading, 
whether  it  fhall  belong  to  one  or  more  proprietors. 

XIV.  “  It  is  flipulated  by  the  prefent  Treaty,  that  the 
free  fhips  fhall  equally  fecure  the  freedom  of  the  commo¬ 
dities,  and  that  every  thing  found  on  board  fhips  belonging 
to  the  citizens  of  one  of  the  contradting  parties,  even 
when  the  cargo  or  a  part  of  it  belongs  to  the  enemies  of 
either,  fhail  be  deemed  free ;  contraband  goods,  however, 
being  always  excepted.  It  is  alfo  agreed  that  the  fame 
iberty  fhall  extend  to  all  perfons  on  board  a  free  fhip,  even 
Hiould  they  be  enemies  of  one  of  the  contrafting  parties, 
and  they  fhall  not  be  taken  away  from  faid  fhips  unlefs 
they  be  military  men,  and  actually  in  the  fervice  of  the 
enemy. 

XV.  “  But,  on  the  other  hand,  it  is  agreed  that  every 
thing  which  fhall  be  put  by  the  rcfpedtive  citizens  on 
board  of  fhips  belonging  to  the  enemies  of  the  other  party, 
or  their  fubjcdb,  fhall  be  connfcated,  without  diftindlion  of 
prohibited  or  non-pruhibtted  merchandize,  in  the  fame 
manner  as  if  they  belonged  to  the  enemy,  always  excepting 
the  goods  and  merchandizes  thipped  on  board  faid  fhips 
before  the  declaration  of  war,  or  even  after  the  declaration, 
if  it  was  not  known  at  the  time  of  lading  :  fo  that  the  com¬ 
modities  of  the  citizens  of  either  party,  whether  they  be 
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of  the  contraband  kind  as  aforefaid,  or  othervyife,  put  on 
board  of  an  enemy’s  fhip  before  the  war,  or  after  the  de¬ 
claration,  if  they  be  ignorant  of  it,  fhall  by  no  means  be 
fubjeft  to  confifcation,  but  honeftly  and  faithfully  reftored 
to  the  proprietors  without  delay,  as  foon  as  they  fhall  be 
claimed.  Underftanding,  neverthelefs,  that  no  contraband 
articles  fhall  be  permitted  to  be  carried  into  an  enemy’s 
port.  The  two  Contrafting  Parties  agree,  that  on  the  ex¬ 
piration  of  two  months  after  the  declaration  of  war,  their 
refpeflive  citizens  fhall  not  be  allowed,  in  any.  part  of  the 
world,  to  plead  that  ignorance  which  is  treated  of  in  the 
prefent  Article. 

XVI.  “  The  merchant  fhips  belonging  to  the  citizens  of 
either  of  the  contracting  parties,  when  they  wilh  to  pafs 
into  the  ports  of  an  enemy  of  either  of  the  two  parties,  and 
that  their  voyage  as  well  as  the  contents  of  their  cargoes 
are  fuch  as  to  excite  juft  fufpicions,  fhall  be  oblig;d  to  pro¬ 
duce  in  open  fea,  or  in  the  ports  and  toads,  not  only  their 
paffports,  but  alfo  their  certificates,  to  prove  that  the  efftCts 
are  not  of  that  contraband  kind  l'pecified  by  the' 12th  Arti¬ 
cle  of  the  prefent  Treaty. 

XVII.  “  And,  in  order  to  avoid  captures  on  frivolous 
fufpicions ;  and  to  prevent  the  damages  refulting  from 
them,  it  is  agreed,  that  when  one  of  the  Parties  fhall  beat 
war  and  the  other  neuter,  the  fhips  of  the  Neutral  Party 
fhall  be  provided  with  paffports  fimilar  to  thofe  fpecified  in 
the  4th  Article;  by  which  it  may  appear,  that  the  articles 
really  belong  to  the  Neutral  Party.  Thofe  paffports  fhall 
be  valid  for  any  number  of  voyages,  but  they  fhal!  be  re¬ 
newed  every  year,  if  in  the  (pace  of  that  year  the  fhip 
Ihould  return  home. 

“  Should  thefe  fhips  be  laden,  they  fhall  be  provided  not 
only  with  paffports,  as  before-mentioned,  but  alfo  with  cer¬ 
tificate  ,  as  deferibed  in  the  fame  article,  fo  that  tt  may  be 
known  whether  they  have  any  contraband  commodities  on 
board  ;  no  other  document  fhall  be  required,  notwithftand- 
ing  any  regulations  or  ufages  to  the  contraiv  :  and  if  it 
fhould  appear  by  thefe  certificates  that  the  faid  fh.ps  have 
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no  contraband  goods  on  board  they  fnall  be  fullered  to  pro- 
ceed  upon  their  deftination  :  if,  on  the  contrary,  it  fhould 
appear  by  thefe  certificates  that  the  faid  fhips  have  contra¬ 
band  goods  on  board  and  that  the  commandant  offers  to  give 
them  up,  the  offer  fhall  be  accepted  and  the  fh ip  left  at  li¬ 
berty  to  purfue  its  voyage,  provided  that  the  quantity  of 
contraband  merchandife  be  not  too  great  to  be  conveniently 
taken  on  board  the  fliipof  war  or  privateer;  in  that  cafe 
the  vefifei  may  be  brought  into  port  in  order  there  to  deliver 
up  the  faid  merchandife. 

“  Should  a  veffel  be  found  not  to  have  the  paffport  and 
certificates  above  required,  the  affair  lhall  be  tried  by  the 
judges  or  competent  tribunals  ;  and  fhould  it  appear  by  other 
documents  or  proofs,  admiffible  by  the  cuftom  of  nations, 
that  the  fhip  belongs  to  the  citizens  of  the  neutral  party,  it 
/hall  not  be  condemned,  but  fet  at  liberty,  with  its  lading 
(the  contraband  part  excepted)  and  lhall  be  free  to  purfue 
its  courfe. 

•  “  Should  the  captain  of  the  fhip  named  in  the  paflport 
chance  to  die,  or  be  removed  by  any  ether  caufe,  and  ano¬ 
ther  appointed  in  his  place,  the  fhip  and  cargo  fhall  be.. 
equally  fecure  and  the  pafsport  remain  in  full  force. 

XVIII.  “  If  the  fhips  of  the  citizens  of  cither  party 
fhould  be  met  along  the  coafts  or  in  the  open  fea  by  any  {hip 
of  war  or  privateer  of  the  other  ;  to  prevent  all  diforder, 
the  faid  fhips  or  privateers  fliali  keep  beyond  cannon-lhor 
and  lhall  fend  their  boat  to  the  merchant  veflel  they  fhall 
have  met  with  ;  no  more  than  two  or  three  men  lhall  enter 
it,  and  demand  front  the  head  or  captain  of  the  faid  velfel 
an  infpedtion  of  the  p.iffport  concerning  the  property  of  it, 
made  in  the  form  prelcnbcd  by  the  4th  article,  as  well  as  the 
certificates  above-mentioned  relating  to  its  cargo.  It  is  ex- 
prel’sly  agreed  that  the  neutral  fhall  not  be  obliged  to  go  on 
board  the  vifiting  veffel  to  make  the  required  exhibition  of 
its  papers  or  to  afFurd  any  other  information  whatever. 

XIX.  “  It  is  exprefsly  agreed  by  the  parties,  that  the 
above  ftipnlations  relative  to  thecondutt  to  be  obferved  on 
the  feas  by  die  cruifers  of  the  belligerent  party  towards  the-. 
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fliips  of  the  neutral,  fhall  only  apply  to  fhips  failing  with¬ 
out  convoy  •,  and  in  cafe  the  faid  veffels  fhould  be  under 
convoy,  the  intention  of  the  parties  being  to  pay  all  the 
refpeft  due  to  the  protection  of  the  flag  difplayed  by  pub¬ 
lic  velfels,  they  (hall  not  be  vifited.  But  the  verbal  decla¬ 
ration  of  the  Commandant  of  the  efcort,  that  the  fhips  of 
his  convoy  belong  to  the  nation  whofe  flag  he  bears,  and 
that  they  have  nothing  contraband  on  board,  fhall  be  re¬ 
garded  by  the  refpeCtive  cruifers  as  fully  fufficienr  ;  the 
two  parties  reciprocally  engaging  not  to  admit  under  the 
proteCiion  of  their  convoy  any  veffels  carrying  prohibited 
merchandize  to  the  'enemy. 

XX.  “  In  the  cafe  of  veffels  being  taken  or  detained 
under  pretext  of  carrying  the  enemy  any  contraband  ar¬ 
ticle,  the  captor  fhall  give  a  receipt  for  the  papers  of  the 
Clip  he  detains,  which  receipt  fhall  be  annexed  to  a  formal 
lift  of  the  faid  papers.  It  fhall  nut  be  allowed  to  force  or 
open  the  hatches,  coffers,  dcfks,  trunks,  bales,  or  veffels 
found  on  board  fuch  (hip,  nor  to  take  away  the  fmalleft 
article  before  the  cargo  fhall  be  landed,  in  prefence  of  the 
officers,  who  fhall  make  an  inventory  of  the  faid  effeCts. 
They  muft  not  on  any  account  be  fold,  exchanged,  or  alie¬ 
nated,  othervvife  than  when,  after  a  legal  procefs.  the  com¬ 
petent  judge  or  judges  fhall  have  pronounced  ffntence  of 
confifcation  againft  the  effeCts  (the  {hip  and  other  articles 
contained  in  it  being  always  excepted.) 

XXI.  “  In  order  that  the  fhip  and  cargo  fhould  be  care¬ 
fully  guarded,  and  to  prevent  anv  wafte,  it  is  decreed  that 
the  patron,  captain,  or  fupercargo  of  the  captured  fhip 
fhall  not  be  removed  from  on  board,  either  while  the  fhip 
fhall  be  at  fea,  after  having  been  taken,  or  during  the  pro¬ 
ceedings  which  fhall  be  going  on  againft  itfelf,  its  cargo,  or 
any  thing  relating  to  it. 

“  In  cafe  a  fhip  belonging  to  either  of  the  parties  fhould 
betaken,  feized,  and  kept  to  be  tried,  its  officers,  paffen- 
gers,  arjd  men,  fhall  be  treated  with  humanity.  They 
fhall  neither  be  imprifoned  nor  ftript  of  their  clothes,  nor 
of  money  for  their  ufe,  which  is  not  to  exceed,  for  the  cap- 
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tain,  fupercsrgo,  3nd  fecond  in  command,  500  dol'ars  each, 
and  fur  the  feamen  and  paffengers,  100  dollars  each. 

XXII.  “  It  is  agreed,  that  in  all  cafes  the  tribunals 
eftablifhed  for  prize  caufes  in  the  countries  into  which  the 
prizes  fhall  be  taken,  can  alone  take  cognizance  of  them  ; 
and  that  whatever  judgment  the  tribunal  of  either  party 
or  commanders  of  fhips  of  war,  or  privateers  of  either  party, 
pronounces,  any  fhip,  merchandize,  or  property  claimed 
by  the.  citizens  on  either  fide,  the  fentence  or  decree,  fhall 
fiate  the  reafons  or  motives  which  determined  that  judg¬ 
ment,  an  authentic  copy  of  which,  together  with  the  pro¬ 
ceedings  thereunto  belonging,  (hail,  at  their  requeft,  be 
delivered,  without  delay,  to  the  captain,  or  agent  of  the 
fhip,  on  payment  of  the  cofts. 

XXIII.  “  .And  in  order  more  effefitually  to  provide  for 
the  refpeitive'furery  of  the  citizens  of  tl’.e  two  contracting 
parties,  and  to  prevent  the  injuries  which  may  be  appre¬ 
hended  from  the  (hips  of  war  or  privateers  of  either  party, 
and  all  citizens  of  one  party  lhali  abft-stn  from  all  wrong 
towards  the  citizens  of  the  other,  and  all  infult  to  their 
perfons.  Should  they  do  otherwife,  they  are  liable  to  be 
punifhed,  and  give,  in  their  perfons  and  property  fatisfac- 
tion  and  reparation,  with  in.ereft,  for  g.11  damages  of  what¬ 
ever  kind  they  may  be. 

“  To  this  end  all  captains  of  privateers  before  receiving 
their  conimiifions,  fhall  be  obliged,  before  a  competent 
judge,  to  give  fecurxty,  at  leaft  by  two  refpeClable  fure- 
ties,  who  have  no  intereft  in  the  privateer,  and  each  of 
whom,  together  with  the  captain,  fhall  be  particularly 
and  firmly  bound  in  the  furr.  of  7000  dollars,  or  36,820 
franks;  and  if  the  faid  fhips  carries  more  than  i5ofailors 
or  foldiers,  in  thefum  of  14,000  dollars,  or  73,640  franks, 
which  fhall  ferve  to  make  good  the  injuries  and  damage 
which  the  faid  privateer’s  crews,  or  any  of  them  may  do 
during  their  cruife,  contrary  to  the  difpofitions  of  the  pre- 
fent  Convention,  or  to  the  laws  and  infiruitiens  which 
fliould  be  the  rule  of  their  conduit;  otherwife  the  faid 
commiffions  fhall  be  revoked,  and  annulled  in  all  cafes, 
where  an  aggreflion  fliall  have  taken  place. 
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XX1Y.  “  When  the  {hips  of  war  of  the  two  Contradl- 
ing  Parties,  or  thofe  which  their  citizens  {hall  have  armed 
for  war,  {hall  be  admitted  to  cart  anchor  with  their  prizes 
in  the  ports  of  either,  the  iaid  public  or  private  {hips  {hall 
not  be  obliged  to  pay  any  duties  to  the  officers  of  the  place, 
the  judges,  or  any  other  perfors.  The  faid  prizes  enter¬ 
ing  into  the  harbours  or  ports  of  either  party,  {hall  not  be 
detained  nor  feized,  and  the  officers  of  the  place  {hall  not 
take  cognizance  of  the  validity  of  fuch  prizes,  which  {hall 
be  allowed  freely  to  proceed  to  he  places  fpecified  in  the 
commiffions  which  the  captains  of  the  faid  veffels  fhail  be 
obliged  to  produce.  It  is  always  provided  that  the  ftipu- 
lations  of  this  article  {hall  not  extend  beyond  the  moll  fa¬ 
voured  nations. 

XXV.  “  Foreign  privateers  bearing  commiffions  of  a 
State  or  Prince  at  war  with  another  nation,  fhail  not  arm 
in  the  ports  of  either  Power,  nor  fell  their  prizes  in  them, 
nor  exchange  them  in  any  manner :  they  {hall  not  be 
permitted  to  purchafe  more  provifions  than  the  necefiary 
quantity  to  enable  them  to  reach  the  ncareft  port  of  the 
the  State  or  Prince  from  whom  they  received  their  com¬ 
miffions. 

XXVI.  “  It  is  moreover  ageeed,  that  neither  of  the 
two  Contrafting  Parties  fliall  receive  pirates  in  their  ports, 
roads,  or  cities,  nor  permit  any  of  its  inhabitants  to  re¬ 
ceive,  prote£V,  affift,  or  conceal  them  in  any  maner ;  but 
that  they  {hall  give  up  to  juft  punifhment  fuch  of  their  in¬ 
habitants  as  may  be  guilty  of  fuch  crimes.  The  {hips  of 
fuch  pirates,  as  well  as  the  effedts  and  merchandize  taken 
by  them  and  brought  into  the  ports  of  either  nation  {hall 
be  feized  whenever  they  may  be  found,  and  reftored  to  the 
proprietors,  or  the  agents  or  fadtors  duly  autLv.'.'t(ed  by 
them,  after  the  right  of  property  fhail  be  proved  before 
the  competent  judges. 

“  Should  the  faid  effedts  pafs  by  fale  into  other  hands, 
and  that  the  proprietors  did  not,  nor  could  know  or  had 
fufpedted  that  they  were  taken  by  pirates  they  {hall  be  re¬ 
ftored  in  the  fame  manner. 
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XXVII.  “  Neither  nation  fhall  come  to  fhare  in  the 
fifheries  of  the  other  on  its  coaft-,  nor  difturb  it  in  the  ex- 
ercife  of  the  rights  it  now  has  or  may  acquire  on  the  coafts 
of  Newfoundland,  in  the  Gulph  of  St.  Lawrence,  or  on 
any  of  the  othtr  coafis  of  America  to  the  Northward  of  he 
United  States.  But  the  whale  fifhery  fhall  be  free  to  both 
nations  in  all  parts  of  the  world. 

“  This  Convemion  fhall  be  ratified  by  both  parties  in 
due  and  regular  form,  and  the  ratification  exchanged  within 
thefpaceof  fix  months,  orfoonerif  polfible. 

“  On  the  faith  of  which  the  refpettive  Plenipotentiaries 
have  figned  the  above  articles,  as  well  in  the  French  as  in 
the  Enghlh  language,  and  have  affixed  their  feal,  declaring 
neverthelefs  that  the  fignature.  in  two  languages  fhall  not 
be  cited  as  a  precedent,  nor  conflrued  to  the  prejudice  of 
either  of  the  parties. 

"  Done  at  Paris  the  8th  day  of  V  endemaire,  9th  year 
of  the  French  Republic,  and  the  30th  day  of  Sep¬ 
tember  1800. 

(Signed)  “Joseph  Bonaparte. 

“  C.  P,  Fleurieu. 

“  Roederer. 

“Oliver  Ellsworth. 

“  W.  R.  Davie. 

“  W.  V.  Murray. 

(A  True  Copy)  “  C.  M.  Talleyrand.” 

The  fecond  article  of  this  Treaty  is  quite  enough  to 
ihew,  that  all  the  reft  are  good  for  nothing,  for  all  the 
difputes  thatthefe  famous  fticklers  for  juftice  had  had 
with  each  other  during  feveral  years,  arofe  out  of 
their  various  conftrutftions  of  the  treaties  there  al¬ 
luded  to.  America  gained  nothing,  and  France  con¬ 
ceded  nothing,  by  this  Convention  ;  it  was  altogether 
a  political  manoeuvre  of  the  latter  power  to  have  the 
appearance  of  being  generous  at  a  fmall  expence. 
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In  the  1 4th  article  the  affe&ed  to  recognife  the  prin¬ 
ciple,  that  “  free  thips  make  free  goods;”  but  it  was, 
as  to  all  the  practical  ufes  of  the  principle,  a  matter 
of  no  kind  of  confequence  whether  the  principle 
were  admitted  by  France  or  not;  for  England,  and 
England  alone,  could  have  been  benefited  by  it,  and 
England  was  fo  well  able  to  carry  and  to  ,^»ote<£t  aft 
her  own  goods,  that  fine  had  no  occafion  to  a(k  the 
Americans  to  carry  them  for  her,  nor  to  atk  the 
French  to  let  them  be  fo  carried.  In  truth,  both 
parties  intended  to  have  i'erved  themfelves  ;  but  they 
carried  their  defigns  into  effedf  with  about  as  much 
fagacity  as  theAffembly  of  Mice,  which  refolved, 
that  the  Cat  fliould  never  approach  their  holes,  un- 
lefs  flie  firfi  tied  a  bell  about  her  neck  ;  but  did 
not  forelee,  that  the  whole  value  of  their  refolution 
depended  upon — whether  Puffy  would  fubmit  to  be 
commanded  ! 

England,  with  the  means  of  preferving  her  exift- 
ence  by  the  power  of  her  irrefiftible  navy,  hands 
upon  very  different  grounds  from  France  and  Ame¬ 
rica  ;  who  not  only  draw  up  all  thofe  fine  articles 
without  any  rilk  to  themfelves,  but  make  her  pay  the 
expenfe  of  their  adoption.  England  was  unmoved 
by  the  nonfenfical  farrago,  and  the  Americans  gained 
nothing  by  their  embafiy,  but  a  little  refinement  in 
the  art  of  quibbling,  which,  fliould'  it  lead  them  into 
the  argumaitum  adbellum,  will  teach  them  in  toe  word 
pofhble  way,  that  ftrength  and  weaknefs  are  ef> 
fentially  incompatible  with  each  other,  and  that  it  is 
inconfiffent  with  the  immutable  laws  ot  nature  for 
either  to  take  the  place  of  its  opponent.  'Francs 
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may  fubdue  England,  America  may  fubdue  Eng- 
land,  and  either  of  them  may  become  and  con¬ 
tinue  to  be  the  moft  powerful  of  nations,  until  fome 
other  nation  fubdue  it,  in  its  turn;  butitisnot  in 
the  nature  of  things  that  weaknefs  fhould  patiently 
acquiefce  in  the  d  fpofition  of  power,  nor  that 
itrength  fhould  yield  to  the  menace  of  inferior 
force. 

A  convention  between  France  and  America  is  a 
combination  between  weaknefs  and  weaknefs,  to 
form  an  aggregate  of  power  fufficient  to  fubdue  Bri¬ 
tain  ;  and,  if  they  did  not  fee  reafon  to  be  mutually 
jealous,  they  would  co-operate  more  zealoufly  and 
cordially  than  they  have  done ;  but,  as  it  regards  them- 
felves  individually,  they  have  all  the  inclination  in  the 
world  to  effed  that  conqueft  each  for  himfelf,  and 
that  neither  of  them  has  accomplithed  that  object 
already  is  not  owing  to  a  want  of  will,  but  a  want 
of  power.  When  poor  Ample  John  Bull,  in  his  fits 
of  complaifance,  {peculates  upon  purchafing  great- 
nefs  and  fafety  by  making  ccnceffions  to  neutrals — 
when  he  l'uppofes  that  they  are  defirous  of  joining  his 
enemy  to  beat  him,  becaufe  he  exercifes  his  power, 
and  hopes  to  conciliate  them  by  laying  it  down,  he 
quite  miftakes  the  matter  :  if  they  are  defirous  of 
beating  him  now,  becaufe  he  ufes  his  power,  they 
would  be  defirous  of  beating  him  then,  becaufe  he 
J:oJfeJ[ed  it,  and  there  would  be  only  one  more  effort 
of  complaifance  for  him  to  exercife,  that  of  yielding 
himfelf  up,  like  Samfon  of  old,  and  becoming  alaugh- 
ine-ftoc.c  for  his  unfeemly  compliance. 

The  whole  of  this  fubjed  has  been  fo  clofely  ar¬ 
gued  by  a  late  writer,  in  a  Trad,  that  ought'to  be  read 
by  every  perfon  who  wifhes  to  be  corredly  informed 
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relative  to  it  ;*  that  it  would  be  impertinent  to  make 
it  a  topic  of  dicufiion  here;  it  is  fufficient  for  the 
purpofes  of  this  Work  to  obferve,  that,  fince  the 
commencement  of  the  Confulate,  no  one  means  have 
been  left  untried  that  could,  within  the  range  of 
poffibility,  lead  to  the  conqueft  of  England.';  and  not 
one  of  the  dates  of  the  civilized  world  could,  con¬ 
fidently  with  their  own  convenience,  have  done 
more  to  promote  that  conqueft  than  they  have,  if 
England  had  even  have  extended  the  right  of  fearch 
to  every  fliip  upon  the  ocean  and  prefcribed  the 
precife  port  to  which  the  fhould  fail,  or  the  precife 
cargo  that  fhe  fhould  carry.  The  power  of  England 
is  her  only  protection,  and,  if  fhe  means  to  keep  it, 
fhe  mult  uje  it. 

Right  or  wrong  were  matters  of  perfect  indiffer¬ 
ence  to  the  Confuland  his  court;  it  was  an  acquifition 
of  the  very  Hr  ft  confequence  that  they  were  endea¬ 
vouring  to  obtain,  and,  if  extraordinary  exertions 
were  neceftary,  thofe  exertions  they  refolved  to 
make.  The  policy  of  France,  under  every  form  of 
government,  whether  Bourbons,  Jacobins,  or  Buo¬ 
napartes,  has  always  been,  to  attempt  by  int.igue 
whatever  it  had  failed  to  obtain  by  arms ;  and,  in  con¬ 
formity  with  this  fyftem  the  Cortful  embarked  in  a 
plan,  as  magnificent  in  defign  as  it  was  difficult  of 
execution,  witha  view  to  undermine  the  naval  power 
of  Britain. 

The  firft  ftep  to  be  taken  was  to  perfuade  the  neu¬ 
tral  powers  that  they  had  as  ftrong  an  intereft  in  re- 
fifting  the  Britifh  claim  of  a  right  to  fearch  neutral 

*  “  The  War  as  it  is,  and  the  War  as  it  fhould  be,”  fold 
by  Jordan  and  Maxwell,  Strand,  London,  price  one  fhil- 
ling  and  fixpence. 
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vefiels  as  he  had :  but  this  had  always  been  found 
extremely  difficult  ;  for  the  Britilh  courts  of  admi¬ 
ralty  always  made  compenfatiou  to  the  neutrals  for 
their  loffies,  even  when  the  cargoes  they  had  carried 
were  proved  to  have  been  enemy’s  property  and  were 
condemned  as  fiich.  It  was,  therefore,  refolved  to 
raife  an  unufual  budle  in  all  the  neutral  ports,  by  em¬ 
ploying  an  unufual  quantity  of  (hipping  for  French 
account,  in  order  that  a  confiderable  part  of  the  trade 
of  thofe  ports  might  depend  upon  their  being  able  to 
tranfport  goods  to  and  from  France.  French  agents 
were  either  fent  to,  or  the  moll  celebrated  merchants 
were  engaged  as  French  agents,  in  all  the  ports  of 
the  Baltic  and  America,  as  well  as  in  the  Greek  and 
Italian  dates  in  the  Mediterranean,  to  make  fiiip- 
ments  for  France.  Among  the  goods  thus  purchafed 
for  and  on  the  account  of  the  French  Government 
was  a  prodigious  quantity  of  timber  and  naval  (lores, 
which  were  paid  for  by  bills  upon  pet  Tons  notori- 
oufly  in  its  fervice,  and  which  goods  were,  after¬ 
wards  neutra  ized  and  enfured  from  capture  by 
neutral  merchants  rtfiding  in  thofe  neutral  port«, 
in  order  that  thofe  dates  themfelves  might  find  it  their 
intered  to  get  fuch  property  fafe  into  the  harbours  of 
France. 

The  fillv  people  of  thofe  countries  did  not  fee  that 
fuch  a  trade  muft  necefiarily  be  of  the  mod  ephemeral 
kind  ;  and,  that,  even  if  they  (ltould  happen  to  be  the 
mud  fuccefsful  of  tools  in  the  hand  of  France,  die 
could  not  make  ufe  of  them  after  her  arfenals  and 
granaries  were  filled.  They  were  entrapped — the  bait 
was  fuited  to  their  capacities— -they  began  to  fpecu- 
late  with  as  much  zeal  as  a  young  diopkeeper  does, 
when,  as  foon  as  he  has  fold  a  few  articles,  he  takes 
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it  for  granted  he  fhall  prefently  make  a  fortune  !  A 
new  attempt  was  made  to  inveigle  Great  Britain  out  of 
its  common  fenfe,  or,  rather,  the  old  attempt,  took  a 
new  form.  The  frantic  hoftility  of  the  Emperor  of 
Ruifia  took  the  precife  direction  that  the  Firft  JCcnful 
defired ;  it  was  the  governments  of  the  neutral  fiates 
that  undertook  his  caufe  by  the  Northern  Confede¬ 
racy,  and  it  was  not  merely  againd  the  duplicity  of  a 
few  mercenary  citizens  that  Great  Britain  had  now  to 
contend,  but  againft  the  naiions  united  in  one  power¬ 
ful  combination.  “  We  will  acknowledge,”  faid  the 
Confederates,  “  that  the  Englidi  may  have  been  right 
in  enforcing  the  fearoh  hitherto,  becaufe  the  veffels 
upon  which  the  principle  has  operated  have  not  been 
accompanied  by  any  ft  ate  lliip  that  could  anfwerfor  the 
regularity  of#their  papers:  we  will  no  longer  let  our 
Blips  go  to  fea  without  convoy,  and  we  will  pledge 
ourfelves  to  refill  the  right  of  fearching  neutral  Blips 
when  efcorted  by  one  or  more  fliips  of  war.”  Ruf- 
fia,  Pruffia,  Denmark,  and  Sweden,  were  in  league 
to  convoy  fafely  into  the  ports  of  France  as  much 
French  property  as  it  were  pollible  to  cover  by  the 
oaths  of  a  number  of  unprincipled  men,  inhabiting 
each  of  their  ports,  whofe  only  property  and  whofe 
only  revenues  arofe  out  of  their  perjuries,  in  fwearing 
property  to  be  their  own  which  they  never  favv  and 
never  were  interelled  in  to  the  value  of  a  (ingle  doit ; 
and,  when  Buonaparte  had  fucceeded  fo  far,  there 
could  be  nothing  furprifing  in  his  treating  the  Ame¬ 
rican  minifters  with  a  dinner  before  they  left  Paris, 
to. give  them  a  hint  of  what  was  expedled  of  them" 
in  a  toad,  drank  by  the  Third  Conful,  Lebrun  : 
“To  the  union  of  America  with  the  powers  of  the 
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North  ;  that  refpeft  may  be  procured  for  the  liberty 
of  the  feas.” 

It  is  fome  credit  to  the  Englifh  minifters,  that,  tame 
as  all  their  meafures  towards  the  enemy  were,  they  did 
not  yield  this  point.  A  Danifh  frigate  refilled  the 
fearch  and  fired  into  a  Britifh  fhip  of  war  in  the 
Mediterranean,  although  a  whole  fleet  of  Swedes  had 
been  taken  in  the  Englifh  Channel,  under  convoy  of  a 
man  of  war,  which,  by  order  of  the^Court  of  Stock¬ 
holm,  refufed  to  let  the  {hips  be  vifited  :  but  the  judge 
of  the  Englifh  High  Court  of  Admiralty  firmly  and 
judicioufly  maintained  the  right  of  fearch,  upon  the 
moderate  ground,  That  if  the  principle  which  .the 
neutral  ftates  themfelves  contended  for  were  admitted, 
“  that  free  {hips  make  free  goods,”  the  fearch  would 
be  ftill  neceflary,  to  afcertain  whether  a  fhip  were 
neutral  or  not.  Here  the  Englifh  miniftry  took 
their  fland  ;  and  the  Conful  immediately  went  to 
work,  to  fee  how  he  could  turn  their  moderation  to 
his  advantage. 
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CHAPTER  XXIII. 

Difficulties  oppofed  to  the  Negotiations  at  LimeviUe. 
Policy  of  Buonaparte  for  fecuring  his  Power. — Final  De¬ 
cree  for  the  Recal  of  the  Emigrants. — The  Emperor  again 
prepares  for  W ar. — A pprehenjions  for  the  Fate  of  Eng¬ 
land ,  and  the  Reafons.—Chfe  of  the  Eighteenth  Cen¬ 
tury. 

In  attempting  to  proceed  in  the  negotiations  at 
Luneville  a  difficulty  arofe,  which  had  not  been  cor¬ 
rectly  calculated  upon  by  the  Allies.  It  had  been  the 
practice  of  the  Empire  to  make  the  indemnities  to  be 
granted  to  the  different  dates  and  princes  the  bafis  of 
its  treaties  with  foreign  powers;  and,  accordingly,  the 
city  of  Luneville  foon  began  to  fwarm  with  little  rni- 
niders  and  petty  ambaffadors,  who  came  in  expedta- 
tion  of.afliding  to  fwell  out  the  difculfions  till  fome 
new  cobvulfion  in  France  fhould  afford  a  chance  of 
rekindling  the  war  with  a  probability  offuccefs.  Buo¬ 
naparte,  however,  rofe  too  early  in  a  morning  to  be 
outwitted  by  a  fineffe  of  this  fecond-hand  fort :  he  had 
not  forgotten,  that,  after  he  had  fettled  the  peace  of 
Leoben,  the  difficulties  that  had  occurred  at  Radadt 
had  recalled  the  Emperor  into  a  war,  as  head  of  the 
German  Confederacy,  after  taking  near  two  years  to 
recruit  his  forces;  the Conful,  therefore,  determined 
that  the  Emperor  diould  make  a  feparate  peace. 

During  the  time  that  the  diplomatic  corps  were 
difputing  and  explaining  upon  this  fubjedt,  Buo¬ 
naparte  was  confolidating  his  power  by  all  the  devices 
that  wifdom  or  art  could  bring  to  bear  upon  that 
objedt.  He  gradually  increafed,  the  fplendor  and 
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magnificence  of  his  levees  and  reviews ;  he  avoided 
appearing,  except  upon  rare  and  efpecial  occafions ; 
when  he  did  appear,  hechofe  an  opportunity  of  in¬ 
gratiating  himfelf  with  the  army,  either  by  the  affa¬ 
bility  of  his  manner,  or  fome  well  chofen  compli¬ 
ment  to  the  regiment  that  happened  to  be  neareft  to 
his  perfon.  Upon  the  pretence  of  bufinefs  he  never 
fuffered  himfelf  to  be  approached  but  through  the 
minifiers,  and  by  that  means  avoided  all  the  fami¬ 
liarity  of  inferior  people,  which  the  republican  ideas 
,  of  his  fellow-citizens  led  him  to  expect.  When  he 
admitted  any  perfon  to  his  prefence  it  was  only  fuch 
as  were  of  confequence,  either  by  their  rank  or  pro¬ 
perty,  and  he  never  fuffered  any  one  that  he  fpoke  to, 
to  quit  him  until  he  had,  conferred  fome  aft  of  grace 
or  fume  flattering  mark  of  attention  upon  him.  His 
family  had  been  rigidly  enjoined  to  be  particularly  fe- 
left  in  their  connexions,  and  Madame  Buonaparte, 
about  this  time,  prefented,  for  his  approbation,  a  gene¬ 
ral  plan  for  fettling  the  branches  of  both  their  families, 
in  a  way,  that  was  moft  calculated  to  ftrengthen 
their  in.terefls  without  fruftrating  their  ultimate  de- 
figns. 

Like  every  defpot,  and  every  ufurper,  whether 
he  intends  to  afl  the  part  of  a  defpot  or  otherwife, 
Buonaparte  kept  up  a  conftant  cry  of  the  dangers  to 
tvhich  his  perfon  was  expofed,  from  attempts  of  com 
fpirators  to  take  away  his  life — an  artifice  by  which 
he  not  only  ftrengthened  his  police,  without  being 
fufpefied  of  any  delign  to  obtain  a  further  elevation 
for  himfelf,  but  confirmed  the  Royalifts  (who  did 
not  fail  to  interpret  in  their  own  favour  the  rigour 
he  exercifed  towards  the  Jacobins)  in  the  opinion 
that  he  was  grafping  a  fuperfluous  degree  of  power, 
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in  order  that  he  might  be  able  to  reftore  the  Bour¬ 
bons  without  refitlance.  This  the  Conful  knew  to 
be  the  opinion  of  the  Rovalifts,  and  lie  determined 
to  preferve  the  delufion  till  he  had  availed  himfelf  of 
as  much  of  the  fpirit  of  revenge  and  enthufiafm  as 
that  body  would  aid  him  with,  for  the  fuppreffion  of 
Republicanifm  ;  and  it  was  alone  upon  this  principle, 
thathechofe  to  grant  permiffion  to  a  much  more  nu¬ 
merous  and  varied  defcription  of  Emigrants  to  re¬ 
turn  to  France,  after  having  efcaped  from  a  pre¬ 
tended  confpiracy,  than  the  whole  number  that  had 
bt.n  recalled  upon  all  former  occafions.  In  drawing 
up  the  document  upon  which  this  proceeding  was 
founded,  great  art  was  difplayed  to  prevent  thole 
traits  appearing,  without  being  fufficiently  obfcured 
to  blind  the  Republicans ;  and,  at  the  fame  time,  vvhilft 
the  Conful  was  “  playing  off”  the  two  parties 
againft  each  other,  care  was  taken  that  the  decree 
upon  which  the  amnefty  refied,  fliould  be  indefinite 
enough  to  place  every  individual  at  the  arbitrary  dif- 
pofal  of  the  Government. 

In  confequence  of  an  order  to  that  eflfedf,  the  Mi- 
nifier  of  Police  reported  to  the  Confuls  as  follows: 

“  Citizen  Confuls, 

“  The  general  Lift  of  Emigrants,  as  it  is  printed,  con¬ 
tains  the  names  of  150,000  individuals,  or  claffes  of  indi¬ 
viduals,  and  the  repetition  of  a  multitude  of  names. 

“  It  has  been  formed  of  partial  lifts,  made  up  by  the 
conftituted  local  authorities,  which  the  National  Conven¬ 
tion  had  entrufted  with  this  work. 

“  There  remains  a  fupplement  which  has  not  been  pub- 
lifhed,  and  which  fliould  be  fo,  to  form  a  complete  lift  of 
the  perfons  accufed  of  emigration. 

“  The  Legillative  Aiftmbly,  the  National  Convention, 
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and  fince  then  the  Legiflattire,  have  erafed  a  number  of 
perfons  from  that  lift.  The  Executive  Diredtory  erafed 
13,000,  and  you  have  erafe  about  izoo. 

“  Thefe  individuals,  therefore,  ought  to  enjoy  the  rights 
which  have  been  tcftored  to  them.  Tt  is  upon  the  ftabi- 
lity  of  the  decifions  of  the  Government,  that  the  public 
confidence,  the  faith  of  private  tranfadtions,  the  fecurity  of 
property,  depend, 

“  Many  heads  (infcriptions)  are  colledtive,  and  affedt 
individuals  under  the  general  denominations  of  heirs,  re- 
prefentatives,  and  children. 

“  The  collective  heads  of  heirs  and  reprefentatives, 
may,  in  their  genei ality,  embrace  a  number  of  families, 
•unknown  even  to  thofe  w hofe  inheritance  they  are  called 
upon  to  take  up;  as  the  law  has  cftablilhed  reprefentation 
to  infinity.  By  coniequcnc  ,  beirg  unknown  to  the  local 
authorities  nil  the  ind  viduals  compofing  fuch  families  as 
have  retained  their  general  denomination  and  recovered 
their  rights  ;  it  is  lrrpollible,  then,  from  fticli  a  head  to  con¬ 
vict  any  citizen  of  emigration. 

“  The  infcription  cf  children  rn  majfe  is  not  more 
regular  The  crime  of  emigration  ought  then  to  be 
confined  to  thofe  perfonaily  pointed  cut,  as  the puniikment 
will  be  individually  applied. 

“  Other  heads  contain  the  claffes  of  cultivators,  arrifans, 
hired  Ervants,  and  their  children.  Their  qualities  are 
known,  as  they  have  been  given  by  authorities  appointed 
in  their  place,  whither  perfons  they  alluded  to  had  their 
real  place  of  abode.  From  this  clafs  of  peifonstheie  are 
alrroit  no  reclaimants.  Almoft  all  are  unacquainted  with 
the  infcription  under  which  they  are  comprehended,  the 
law  to  which  they  are  fubjedt,  and  the  punilhment  to  which 
they  are  doomed. 

“  The  greateft  number  of  thefe,  deftitute  of  property, 
could  not  have  been  warned  of  their  danger'by  the  tequef- 
rration  impofed  on  the  eftatesof  Emigrants. 

“  Such  men  cannot  really  be  Emigrants.  All  the  bene¬ 
fits  of  the  Revolution  were  in  their  favour :  by  it  they 
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were  liberated  from  the  chains  and  from  the  difgrace  of  feu¬ 
dality,  and  by  it  they  became  the  mailers  of  thofe  who 
had  been  their  oppreffors  or  their  mailers. 

“  If  men-of  this  defer iption  have  quitted  their  country, 
it  was  not  with  the  intention  of  abandoning  it,  nor  with 
the  abfurd  intention  of  arming  themfelves  againft  their  own 
interefts.  They  may,  for  a  moment,  have  ueen  led  away 
by  fedudlion  ;  but  neither  in  civil  contell  nor  in  foreign 
war  can  be  con!oundtd  with  the  really  guilty  thofe  men 
who  mull  only  have  been  the  blind  inftruinents,  always 
abfolved  by  their  ignorance  from  criminality,  and  by  the 
interell  of  fociety,  which  demands  their  labours. 

“  Other  heads  are  directed  againft  women  in  the  power 
of  their  hufbands  ;  children  under  the  authority  of  their 
parents,  or  who  were  out  of  France  to  complete  their 
education. 

“  A  woman  obeys  the  direflion  of  her  hulband.  She 
quits  her  country  along  with  him,  without  confidering 
the  Heps  fhe  takes,  or  knowing  the  laws  by  which  Ihe  ii 
threatened. 

“  Ecclefiaftics,  whom  revolutionary  laws  compelled  to 
go  into  banilhment,  have  Hill  been  inferibed  upon  the  Lift 
of  Emigrants. 

“  Unhappy  viftims  of  revolutionary  tribunals  have  been 
inferibed,  although  they  never  have  emigrated.  The 
Government  owes  it  to  the  families  to  reftore  to  their 
memory  the  quality  of  citizen  and  to  their  heirs  the 
rights  which  it  fuppofes. 

“  The  Frenchmen  prefent  at  Malta,  at  the  time  of  the 
capitulation,  are  abfolved  by  that  capitulation,  the  execu¬ 
tion  of  which  public  faith  demands. 

“  A  great  number  of  individuals  have  been  provi* 
fionally  erafed  by  central  adminiftrations,  at  a  time  when 
they  were  armed  with  all  the  rigour  of  the  laws  refpett- 
ing  emigration. 

“  Many,  in  a  word,  have  been  reprefented  as  innocent 
by  the  commiffion  appointed  by  you  by  the  decree  of  8th 
Ventofe,  year  eight. 
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“  From  the  different  claffes  of  individuals  infcribed  on 
the  general  Lift  will  remain  the  men  who  had  the  preju¬ 
dices  of  birth  and  title  to  defend  ;  others,  who  are  known 
to  have  carried  arms  again!!  their  country,  or  ferved  fo¬ 
reign  powers;  others,  in  fhort,  who  have  not  reclaimed 
within  the  period  fixed  by  your  decrees. 

“  Such,  Citizen  Confuls,  are  the  claffes  of  perfons  who 
form  the  general  Lift  of  Emigrants. 

“  To  reduce  this  Lift  to  the  real  Emigrants,  I  lhall 
fubjoin  the  projefl  of  a  decree,  of  which  the  principles  and 
the  means  have  been  fuggefted  to  me  by  the  labour  of  the 
Committee  of  the  Council  of  State  appointed  to  difcufs 
this  fubjeft. 

(Signed)  “  Fouche. 

In  the  fitting  of  the  20th  (12th  of  O£lober)  the 
Confuls  of  the  Republic,  upon  the  report  of  the 
Minifter  of  Police,  decreed  as  follows : 


Title  I.  “  Of  the-  Infcriptions  which  ought  to  be 
ftruck  out  of  the  Lift  of  Emigrants. 

Article  1.  “  The  perfons  hereafter  deferibed  fhall  be 
ftruck  out  of  the  Lift  of  Emigrants— Firft,  Thofe  who  have 
been  definitively  erafed  by  the  Executive  Council,  the 
Committee  of  Legiflature  of  the  National  Convention, 
and  the  Legiflative  Body,  and  the  Executive  Directory.— 
Secondly.— The  individuals  provifionally  erafed  by  the  local 
admimftrations  from  the  month  of  April,  1792,  to  the 
21ft  of  March,  1 J95  ;  from  the  23d  of  Oftober,  1796*  t° 
the  20th  of  May,  1797  5  and  from  the  22d  of  September 
1798,  to  the  4th  of  December,  1799. — Thirdly,  Perfons  of 
the  following  deferipuons:  Labourers,  workmen,  artifans, 
and  all  others  exercifing  a  mechanical  profeffion  ;  fervants; 
the  wives  and  children  of  all  the  perfons  above  mentioned. 
—Fourthly,  The  individuals  colleftively  infcribed  without 
any  individual  denomination  ;  fuch  are  comprifed  under  the 
general  head  of  heirs  or  children  of  a  perfon  mentioned  : 
neverthelefs,  this  Decree  does  not  go  to  erafe  off  thofe  indi¬ 
viduals  who  may  have  beer,  infcribed  diftindfly  from  the 
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colleftive  infcription. — Fifthly,  Al!  wives,  except  thofe 
firft,  whofe  husbands  are  in  the  fituation  defcribed  in  the 
third  article,  paragraphs  i,  2,  and  3  ;  and,  fecondly,  thofe 
who  have  emigrated  and  abandoned  their  husbands.— 
Sixthly,  The  individuals  who  were  under  the  age  of  fix- 
teen  on  the  25th  of  December.  1799- — Seventhly,  The 
knights  of  Malta  who  were  in  that  ifland  when  it  capitu¬ 
lated. — Eighthly.  'I  he  individuals  who  left  France  before 
the  14th  of  July,  1789.— Ninthly,  The  names  of  the  indi¬ 
viduals  put  to  death  by  judgments  of  revolutionary  tribu¬ 
nals.— Tenthly,  The  ecclefiaftics  who  were  fentenced  to 
deportation  and  who  left  France  in  obedience  to  the  law.—- 
Eleventhly,  The  individuals'  erafed  by  the  Report  of  the 
committee  of  the  26th  of  February,  and  not  put  on  the  lilt 
again  on  the  revifion  of  that  Report. 

Article  2.  “  The  erafures  which  (hall  be  made  by  virtue 
of  the  preceding  article  are  declared  null  and  void  if  they 
arife  from  any  falfe  application  of  the  article.  The  agents 
of  Government  are  to  profecute  the  queftion  on  this  head 
before  the  civil  tribunals;  and  the  individual,  if  it  fliall  be  fo 
determined,  fhall  be  replaced  on  the  lift,  provided  that  the 
a£ts  done  by  him  in  the  intermediate  time,  whether  with 
the  Republic  or  with  individuals,  fiiall  not  be  affedted  by 
fuch  judgment. 

T  itle  II.  “  Of  thofe  to  be  kept  on  the  lift. 

Article  3.  “The  following  defeription  fliall  be. — Firft, 
Thofe  who  have  borne  arms  againft  France. — Secondly, 
Thofe,  who,  after  the  departure  of  the  ci-devant  French 
Princes,  have  continued  to  form  part  of  their  civil  or  mi¬ 
litary  eftabhfliment. — Thirdly,  Thofe  who  have  accepted 
from  the  ci-devant  French  Princes,  or  from  the  powers  at 
war  with  France,  the  place  of  minifters,  ambalfadors,  ne¬ 
gotiators,  and  agents. — Fourthly,  Thofe  who  have  been  kept 
on  the  lift  by  Government  after  the  report  of  the  com¬ 
mittee  eftablilhed  in  confequence  of  the  order  of  the  26th 
February,  1800. —  Fifthly,  Thofe  who  have  not  made  their 
claims  before  the  25th  December,  1799,  as  indicated  in  the 
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law  of  the  2d  March,  1800,  founded  cn  the  Report  of  the 
26th  February,  unlefs  they  fliall  come  within  the  cafes 
pointed  out  out  in  the  preceding  title. 

Article 4.  “  The  nullity  pronounced  by  the  fecoud  arti¬ 
cle  is  applicable  to  the  erafurts  which  Audi  be  made  in  con¬ 
travention  of  the  preceding  article. 

Title  IJI.  “  Relates  to  the  mode  in  which  regulations 
of  the  two  preceding  titles  fliall  be  carried  into  execution. 

Title  IV.  “  Directs  the  precautions  to  be  adopted 
with  refpeft  to  thofe  who  return. — They  are  to  take  the 
oath  of  fidelity  to  the  Conft  itution.  The  individual  who 
fliall  be  ftruck  out  of  the  lift  in  confequence  of  the  prefent 
order  fliall  be  placed  in  dcr  the  control  of  Government  du¬ 
ring  the  continuance  of  the  year,  and  one  year  after  a  gene¬ 
ral  peace.  The  women  whofe  names  are  ftruck  out,  though 
their  husbands  are  kept  on  the  Lift,  if  they  clifturb 
the  public  tranquillity,  be  driven  out  of  the  French  terri¬ 
tory.” 

Among  other  precautionary  fteps  that  were  taken, 
in  cafe  the  negociations  at  Luneville  fnould  not  pro¬ 
ceed  agreeably,  the  generals  repaired  to  Paris,  t® 
concert  with  the  Minifter  of  War  upon  the  mea- 
fures  proper  to  be  taken  for  commencing  a  winter 
campaign.  On  this  occafion,  the  addrefs  of  Buona¬ 
parte  difplayed  itfelf  with  particular  eafe  and  ele¬ 
gance,  in  the  opportunity  he  took  to  pay  a  compli¬ 
ment  to  General  Moreau,  who  waited  upon  him  im¬ 
mediately  after  his  arrival.  The  Minifter  of  the 
Interior  attended  with  a  fuperb  cafe  of  piftols,  ex- 
quifitely  finifhed  and  enriched  with  diamonds,  which 
the  Directory  had  ordered  to  be  made,  with  a  defign 
of  prefenting  them  to  a  foreign  prince.  The  beauty 
of  the  piftols  was  greatly  admired,  “  They  appear 
very  apropos”  obferved  the  Firft  Conful,  as  he  pre- 
fented  them  to  Moreau ;  and  then,  turning  to  the 
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Minifter,  without  alluding  to  their  original  objeft,  he 
“  faid,  but,  Citizen  Minifter,  here  is  a  grand  omiffion  : 
Caufe  Jome  of  the  victories  gained  by  General  Mo¬ 
reau  to  be  engraven  upon  them. — Do  not  order  them 
all  to  be  engraved,  for  it  would  be  neceflary  to  take 
off  too  many  of  the  diamonds ;  and,  although  they 
are  of  no  particular  value  in  General  Moreau’s  efti- 
mation,  vve  mufc  not  fpoil  too  much  the  defign  of  the 
artift.” 

If  the  Conful  was  endeavouring  to  put  his  army 
upon  the  beft  footing,  by  rewarding  his  generals  and 
flattering  his  troops,  the  Emperor  was  not  lefs  active 
in  preparing  for  the  alternative  of  *var.  The  Arch¬ 
duke  Charles  was  recalled  to  defend  the  hereditary 
States ;  and,  that  he  might  the  more  imprellively  ap¬ 
peal  to  the  zeal  and  patriotifm  of  the  people,  he 
addrfefled  a  Proclamation  to  them  from  the  palace  of 
Prague.  This  proclamation  ftated,  that  earneftly  as 
his  Majefty  the  Emperor  and  King  endeavoured  to 
procure  an  honourable  and  lafting  peace  for  the 
whole  of  his  hereditary  dominions,  and  much  as  it 
was  to  be  wifloed,  in  honour  of  fuffering  humanity, 
after  a  long  period  of  devaftation,  the  enemy  would 
join  for  the  fame  purpofe  ;  it  neverthelefs  continued 
advifeable  and  neceflary  to  be  prepared  for  the  word, 
if,  contrary  to  the  hopes  and  wilhes  of  the  Emperor, 
the  obftinate  refufal  and  extravagant  demands  of  the 
enemy  fhould  oblige  him  to  make  the  greateft  poflible 
preparations  for  the  general  defence. 

The  decifive  moment  (it  was  faid)  had  arrived, 
and  prudence  demanded  that  fuflkient  and  fpeedy 
means  fhould  be  reforted  to.  Extraordinary  arma¬ 
ments  were  fet  on  foot  in  Hungary,  Tranfylvania, 
Moravia,  Auftria,  Bohemia,  and  Siiefia,  which  were* 
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to  be  under  the  immediate  command  of  his  Imperial 
Highneis,  and  the  dangers  of  the  country  were  moll 
pathetically  difplayed  before  the  nations,  which  were 
called  upon  to  avert  them,  “  No  choice,”  faid  the 
Archduke,  “  is  left  to  us  between  deftruclion  and 
prefervation,  between  ignomy  and  honour  and  he 
continued,  “  I  am  fully  perfuaded,  that,  by  a  noble 
emulation  of  the  behaviour  of  our  loyal  and  brave 
anceftors,  on  fimilar  occaflons,  the  fecurity  and  hap- 
pinefs  of  the  country  will  be  maintained,  as  it  has 
hitherto  been  glorioufly  prefet  ved.” 

Preparations  fo  war  could  not,  indeed,  fail  to  oc¬ 
cupy  the  princir  ,  attention  of  both  parties  during 
the  exifting  ?  well  as  the  former  armiftice,  for 
France  was  inflexibly  determined  not  to  treat  with 
Auftria  in  conjunction  with  any  other  power,  and 
the  Emperor  as  pofitively  declared  his  rel'olution  not 
to  treat  without  Great  Britain. 

A  few  timid  fpirits,  and  a  few  fanguine  fpirits, 
both  in  England  and  elfewhere,  according  as  their 
apprehenfions  and  their  willies  guided  them,  now 
thought  this  latter  power  about  to  be  overwhelmed 
in  deilruflion  ;  for  the  powers  of  the  North  feemed 
determined  to  proceed  as  vindictively  as  the  Conful, 
and  were  preparing  their  forces  to  fecond  his 
views. 

It  was  by  no  means  favourable  to  conciliation, 
that  the  Emperor  Paul  laid  claim  to  the  title  of 
Grand  Mailer  of  Malta,  whillt  the  Englilh.  favoureef 
the  pretenfions  of  Baron  Hompefch,  one  of  the 
knights,  vvhofe  known  gallantry  and  fidelity  to  the 
order,  gave  him  every  advantage  over  a  fovereign, 
whofe  bell  plea  was,  that  he  had  chofen  to  elect 
liimfelf. 
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The  Ruffians,  of  all  daffies,  were  ftrongly  attached 
to  the  interefts  of  England,  owing  to  the  intimacy 
between  the  commercial  concerns  of  the  two  coun¬ 
tries ;  and  a  fmothered  indignation  fpread  itfelf  from 
bread  to  bread,  throughout  all  the  commercial  claffie# 
of  Ruffia,  againft  the  tyranny  of  the  Emperor,  who, 
out  of  mere  vagary,  was  about  to  plunge  the  dagger 
of  the  nation  into  the  bofom  of  its  beft  and  mod 
intimate  friend. 

This  feeling  was  not  long  hid  from  the  Englifh 
government,  and  being  thrown  into  the  fcale  againft 
the  Emperor’s  wrath,  it  toffed  it  out  of  view,  as 
lighter  than  vanity.  The  Englifh  ambaffador  had 
withdrawn  from  St.  Peterlburgh,  and  Lord  Carys- 
fort,  the  envoy  at  Berlin,  received  fuch  inftru&ions, 
as  proved  that  England  had  no  wifh  to  fhun  the 
confequences  of  Northern  hoftility.  His  Lordffiip 
informed  the  Pruffian  miniftry,  that,  as  his  Majefty 
had  no  accredited  minifter  in  Ruffia,  however  much 
he  might  regret  that  any  meafures  had  been  adopted 
of  fuch  an  offenfive  kind  againft  his  juft  rights, 
and  in  violation  of  the  law  of  nations,  as  would 
oblige  him  to  repel  them  by  force ;  yet,  that  he 
took  that  medium  of  informing  the  Ruffian  ambaf¬ 
fador,  that  if  the  principles  of  the  Northern  Confe¬ 
deracy  were  a<fted  upon,  he  ffiould  immediately 
commence  hoft ilities  againft  the  governments  which 
compofed  it. 

Confidently  with  Lord  Carysfort’s  declaration, 
the  Englifh  fitted  out  a  powerful  fleet,  and  called 
home  their  moft  celebrated  admiral,  Lord  Nelfon, 
from  a  diftant  ftation,  to  take  the  command  of  it. 
A  body  of  troops  were  to  accompany  the  expedi- 
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tion,  in  order  to  take  poffeflion  of  the  Sound,  to 
block  up  the  Baltic,  and  to  provide  our  Quixotic 
heroes  with  fome  real  troubles  to  complain  of. 

The  1 8th  century  was  now  about  to  clofe,  without 
having  taught  the  inhabitants  of  Europe  how  to  pro¬ 
vide  greater  happinefs  for  their  pofterity  than  they 
had  received  from  their  anceftors  ;  like  its  beginning 
fo  was  its  end  about  to  be  enveloped  in  all  the  hideous 
fliades  of  fanguinary  warfare. 

At  the  clofe  of  the  year  1 700,  Louis  King  of  France 
and  William  King  of  England,  having  taken  different 
views  of  religion,  each  contrived  to  involve  his  fub- 
je£ls  and  partifans  in  revengeful  and  inveterate  con- 
tefls  in  defence  of  his  opinion  :  though  ambition  was 
really  and  truly  the  motive  by  which  both  were  ac¬ 
tuated,  each  perfuaded  his  people  that  it  wat  indifpen- 
fibly  neceffary  for  one  half  the  world,  at  leaf!,  to  rally 
under  his  banner,  if  they  were  anxious  to  preferve 
either  their  lands,  their  commerce,  or  their  religion; 
and  the  filly  people  were  perfuaded  to  indulge  all 
thofe  rancorous  pafiions,  which  are  equally  tranf- 
grelfions  of  all  religion,  to  embark'  in  hoftilities* 
whi&h  in  their  very  nature  precluded  the  benefits  of 
commerce  from  being  enjoyed,  and  to  protradf  their 
wars  to  a  length  of  time  which  devoured  the  whole 
produce  of  their  labour,  and  rendered  their  lands 
merely  nominal  bleflings— or  poffeflions  without  fub- 
fiance  ! 

So  had  the  i8rh  century  been  palled,  and  during  no 
period  of  it  had  there  been  a  more  rancorous  fpirk 
brooding  over  the  affairs  of  Europe,  than  that,  which 
now,  iffuing  from  the  cavern  of  Envy,  with  a  fcowl- 
ing  eye  caft  upon  theBritifh  Navy,  flew  from  hetrti- 
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fphere  to  liemifphere,  with  the  old  fcroll  of  difcord, 
re-edited  and  new  titled,  from  “  Balance  of  Power”  to 
“  Neutral  Rights,”  and  threatened  to  make  the  com¬ 
ing  age  as  bloody  as  the  former.  This  is  a  hiftory, 
and  not  a  prophecy;  it  is,  therefore,  not  our  duty  to 
mark  any  incident  with  a  ftronger  charadter  than  we 
might  be  borne  out  in,  by  the  reader’s  own  obferva- 
tion;  but  having  paid  much  attention  to  the  whole  of 
this  fubjedf,  and  endeavoured  to  inveftigate  its  nature 
and  confequences  with  no  common  concern,  we 
hope  to  be  indulged  with  the  full  weight  of  thefe  ob- 
fervations;  and  if  in  any  cafe,  we  have  defcended  to  a 
minutia  apparently  unimportant,  it  has  been  becaufe 
we  have  thought  many  incidents  to  be  fo  connected 
and  interwoven  with  the  ulterior  defigns  of  Napo¬ 
leon,  as  to  lead  to  confequences  not  now  generally 
forefeen. 

What  we  have  written  relates  to  an  age  thafis  pail:: 
the  events  recorded  in  this  and  the  preceding  Volumes 
may  have  been  read  as  matters  of  mere  amufement.  If 
this  is  a  fpecies  of  levity— if  it  is  even  a  fault,  it  is  a 
fault  that  may  be  corredted,  but  mud  not  be  repeated. 
Here  a  line  muff  be  drawn — here  a  diftindlion  muff 
be  made,  which  it  is  of  the  higheft  importance  that 
w  fliould  attend  to.  The  occurrences  that  are  paft 
related  principally  to  other  times  and  other  places : 
thofe  which  remain  yet  untold  belong  to  our  own 
times — connedt  themfelves  moft  intimately  to  our 
own  affairs,  and  will,  it  is  highly  p'  ffible,  long  difturb 
the  harmony  of  our  own  firefides.  Events  fo  different 
in  their  nature,  and  in  which  we  have  fo  different  an 
intereft,  ought  not  to  be  confounded  together:  and, 
in  clofmg  the  prefent  Volume,  we  lliould  not  do  juf- 
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tice  to  our  fubjeft,  were  we  not  to  obferve;  that,  how¬ 
ever  the  Life  of  Buonaparte  may  have  been  read  hi¬ 
therto  as  an  object  of  fpeculation,  the  Reader  will  do 
well,  for  the  future,  to  confider  how  far  his  own  def- 
tiny  is  under  its  influence. 


END  Of  THE  FOURTH  VOLUME. 
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